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The presen| situation is someatiing
like an economic aquivalent to the
First World War, when millions of
workers under the advanced states
found themselves in the position of
slaughtering each other to settle
which state would be best placed to
plunder workers in the rest of the
world.

So far we're only being asked to
*sacrifice’, rather than to kill, better!

Gircus

Where do our real interests lie? In
joining this senseless, vicious and
divisive circus of misery and
expropriation with the expectation
of becoming top underdogs for so
long as it can survive its growing
internal contradictions?

Or in resisting it now, in every
quarter, alongside all the oppressed
of the world?

We all know which choice the
ruling class wants us to make.

The AWA’s response is also
explicit — werejectany attempt from
any direction to make any section of
labour in any part of the world pay
for the crisis of the present system.

We regard this, moreover, as being
only the first step towards its total
annihilation.

Fascism

1t would be wrong to conclude
even a short attack on nationalism
without pointing to one of its most
repulsive consequences, which is
gaining increasing prominence in
contemporary political life.

The widespread presentation of
nationalist arguments to the working
class by these labour leaders who
have influence and respect is reaping
a sinister harvest in the growth of
fascism.

ym?g uﬂrg"-m@% AVERTY B Rwiany et o,
Needs not
Profits

The very refusal of substantial,
influential sections of the Labour
Movement to openly challenge
nationalistic {and capitalistic)
solutions to the crisis, coupled with
the immediate effects of this on
housing, jobs, wages, health services
and education, leaves the door wide
open to those who thrive by peddling
scapegoats from platforms bedecked
with the ‘respectable’ Union Jack.

The fascists of the National Party
and the National Front batten upon
real grievances and a real sense of
impotence among working people
before which the nationalist
’socialism’ of the Labour Party finds
itself helpless and compromised.

It is all the more important under
such circumstances that class based

| ON SATURDAY May 15, and sgain on
the evaning of May 17, Landon's Eust
End bore witness to vicious attacks by
gangs of youths upon four Bengalis, all
squatters in the vicinity of Siepnay Green

On May 1B, between 3040 people
many sgpuratling in the area, turned out
] to patrol the streets and to prevent
these attacks. ~

A gang of youths who were suspected
of being involved in  the heatings were
confronted, and warned to lay off.

The streets were patrolled for the
next following few evenings, and since
then, there has been no re accurrence
of the violence.
'~ On.the night of the second attack,
~three of four minicabs from a local firm
owned . by a member of the National
- Frant were seen cruising in the area.

1t appeared that they were using their
car radios in order to co-ordinate the
actions of the gangs responsihle for the
attacks. :
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On an anti-National Front demonstration in Blackburn.

politics and actions should be clearly
opposed to any species of ‘national
interest’ compromise.

Determination to resist the attacks
of capitalism in crisis, despite all
nationalist appeals to  sacrifice,

This seems to lend evidence to the
fact that the National Front have been
stirring up racial hatred in the area in the
the aftermath of press campaigns against
‘immigrant” Asisns.

A further, alarming, feature of the
attacks was that, apparently, other black
and half-caste youths were involved in
the beatings. ;

The Bengalis in the area are awake
to the threat of racist violence, and are
arganising to protect themseives - this
within a few days of the incidents.

At a first meeting for many months
af the Tower Hamiets Squatters’ Union,
the problem was discussed. 1t was realised
by many that greater contact had to be
made between squatters  and council
and private tenants.

Otherwise, radicals involved in squat-
ting would remain as ‘outsiders’ and’ there
would be a greater chance of fascists
whipping up ha*~d against squatters and
racial minorities.

photo John Sturrock (Report)
aggression, or race hatred, begins the
development in struggle of global
workers unity.

Put class before nation, needs
before profits!
1.G.

As one person at the meeting said,
it was “a opity that only now, after -
this racist threat, was any attempt being
made to break down these divisions.

Mellish (ex-Labour whip), Enoch
Powell, the media and the fascists spew
out their hatred and try to divide the
working class by playing the race card.

It beci”=es increasingly obvious that
this propaydnda will lead to attacks on
racial minorities like: 2

the firebombing of an Asian home
in Stratford, East London.

the murder of two Asian students
in South Woodford

and several other incidents.

We give full support to West Indians
and Asians organising to defend them-
selves against racist and fascist attacks,
while seeing the urgent need to counter
the NF and the other racists, on as many
levels as possible.
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Does anyone need to be reminded
of the sectarian police apparatus
which completes the picture?

Does anyone think any of these
things irrelevant?

What we have been presented with
over the last seven years — and what
has made things even worse for the
Six County minority (not to mention
everyone else who has suffered) — is
a crisis within this divisive apparatus
of repression and discrimination.

It had become unstable partly
because of the changing patterns of
British and international capitalist
interests in the island as a whole.

But ultimately it proved to be the
oppressed minority itself which rose
to threaten the system of repression.

This crisis has brought into shar per
focus the crucial nature of
specifically British involvement.

Most noticably the British A, my
— introduced to stabilise the situation
— became itself patently enmeshed in
sectarianism.

Because the only ‘peace’ it could
produce was a military one, and
because the Protestant Ascendancy
could not be attacked except by the
dismantling of the Six County state, a
tendency developed for the troops to
to be used almost wholly against the
minority population.

A telling example comes from the
early months of 1970.

The army know by then that there
were unregistered arms in some of

the Catholic encalyps,

They knew that these
insignificant besides (he
registered Protestant armoury, and
that they were seen by the ihabiant,
as a last defence against 1he real threat
of armed attack.

They also knew that o attempt to
meze  thuse  arms  wan 1o 1hiow
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Yet their primary activity in this
period became the search for them.

This not only appeared in itself as
Unwarranted aggression to the
minority  populations — it also
provided the basis for the intimidation
of entire communities through mass
house searches.

(At the time, incidentally, no
British soldier had vet been killed in
the Province.)

Sectarianism

Subsequent events, through the
Falls Rd curfew, internment (the
first internees were all Catholic; later
Catholics merely formed the vast
majority) anc ‘Bloody Sunday’ 1o the

present day, have repeatedly
demonstrated that the Army’s only
answer to ‘sectarianism’ hag been to
bear down on the minority
papulation!

And 15 this not understandable,

insofar as it 1s operaling within and to
preserve an  essentially  sectarian
structure?

The depressing counterpoint (o
the role of the troops has been the
growth of those currents in Unionism
itself {ey Paisley and the uuuc)
which agaressively reject ‘political
solutions” harmful to the ascendancy.

Reaching maturity through their
Opposition to Faulkner's
‘Power-shat ing’ executive and through
the Ulster Workers’ Council strike of
May 1974, which gave the final blow
to this latter, thei hegemony in the
Unionist camp and thei willingness
to strain theyr own independence
from British governments to the limit

1s a frustrating price for the majority
of the British ruling class to pay for
It own policies

Nevertheless,  the reality  which
remains at the heart of this Unionist
ntransigence is the realisation that
only  one thing can tdestroy  the
Protestant Ascendancy the
withdrawal of the British connection
which sustaing (1

Fear of this may induce a degree
of compromise — continued direct
rule o ultimately even power sharing
o i Graly . .
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that it 1s not until the Six Counties
are severed from the British state that
sectarian rule can be fully broken.
The demand ‘self-determination
for the lIrish People as a whole’ is
intended to focus upon the crucial
position of the British state in its

relation to Partition and to
sectarianism in lreland.
Raising it, adlong  with the

complementary ‘Troops Out Now’, is
the way in which British workers can
most  effectively contribute not
merely towards a resolution of the
Present troubles but also towards a
situation where the working class in
Ireland  will see more clearly the
outlines of their mutual class interests.

The withdrawal of troops, within
a ‘self-determination’ context will
probably not, it must be admitted,
end all  immediate prospects of
violence.

It is however, the only policy
which can produce the long-term
conditions for this, and for the ending
of present oppressions and working
class disunity,

Imperialism ?

An apology must be made, in
conclusion, for the failure to reply
directly in this article to the extensive
tomments on para-militarism and
imperialism in the majority article.

The reason for this was that given
the amount of space available it was
thought advisable to concentrate on
the main point at issue — the
consequences of the British
connection.

It is only within the parameters ot
this that the different implications of
the various forces concerped can be
fully appreciated, any attempt to
merge all ‘para-military’ groups into
an almost  undivided ‘reactionary
bloc playing straight into the hands
of the ruling class - especially with
regards to the Republican movement,

It is only, maoreover, in coming to
terms with the political and econamig

Sexual Politics

ON Saturday May 22, there was a
seminar on ‘Sexual Politics’ held in
London which was organised jointly
by the London groups of the AWA,
Social Revolution and Solidarity,

75 people came, despite there
being only a small amount of
publicity, in the main word of mouth
and groups mailing contacts.

Four speakers opened the meeting
with 15 minute speeches on the
changing family as a function of
changing class society, sexuality and
the traditional left, family and
conditioning, and socialising patterns.

After lunch, we formed small
groups where people discussed the
family in class society, the role of
morals in a future society, womens
qroups, mens groups and political
groups; socialising patterns and several
general discussions.

Being the first seminar in what is
hoped to be a series organised by
the three groups as a means of
working towards libertarian unity, it
was poorly organised, speakers not
knowing beforehand how long to
speak for, loss of time through late
comers objecting to the way the
meeting was structured, and so on,

Among the things made clear by
the course of discussion, is that there
dre many women around who, having
become disillusioned with  the
womens movement and who are
dissatisfied with the sexist politics
and male-orientated organisations of
the left are floating around in no
group.

There is likely to be an initiative
in the near future to bring together
some women like this,

As a contribution towards the
discussion, some members of North
and East London groups of the AWA
translated two articles from Front
Libertaire which were handed out as
a leaflet, copies of which are left.

If you want a copy of the leaflet,
. [ PR R VR iy oty



