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Brave Defender
An exercise aimed to crush rsubvers-

ionr, sabotage and insurection in the

lJK, involving around 65'000 trooPs

(including a large contingent of US

troops) is due to take place this autumn

fron SePtember 6-13.
It  wi l l  be a Joint Forces exerctse

and will also include members of the

newly created Home Defence Force, the

Territorials and the US National Guard'

Around SOOO uK troops will be playing

out the roles of the rsubversives' '

Besides being a Practi-ce session

for the real thing, the exercise is

also a convenient neans of getting the

public used to the idea of seeing lOOOrs

of troops rushing around the countryt

taking over buildings, blockading roads

and making arrests for no apparent reason

at al l .

EDITORIAT
Bieck FIag F1RTNIGHTLY has been set back

" """r.- 
u"l.u"e at last ( ! ) we have start-

ed work on the EIack FTag I4AGAZINE'

I t  is  a pleasuie to publ ish i t .again

and manv readers are already impat ient '

Included wi l t  be art ic les on:

I4ENSA; AIDS; Miners Str ike;  Pr ison

condi i ions in Spain;  CNT-AIT and the

CNT-C; Interviewsl  reviews and the

Anarcho-Quiz!  PIus lots more'

We PIan to hold a readers meet inq in

the Summer, any group rirterested in host-

ino the event please contact us soon'
- ' - " i " .x 

r lag is fo lded and mai led out,- .

"Friends ' '  
" '

PROFIT CENTRES
The National Co al Board HQ is to be sold
off and its staff devolved to area HQs by
the end of the year. These area HQs wil l
become 'profit centres'. According to a
source within a postal union the NCB has
already offered the HQ building - Hobart
House - to the Post Office which is at
present Hqed in the old Brit ish Steel corp.
bui ld ing next door.

lnformation about setting up 'profit
centres' was first leaked by The Miner
several months ago and was quoted as
proof that the NCB was intending to use a
strategy of making each mining area compete
against the other, with the ending of sub-
sidies, and with the most profitable being
sold off either on a share basis or to the
highest bidder.

9 miners and a farm worker given iail.and
vouth custody sentences for settlng tlre to

boit gouta buses during the pit strike have

had their sentences reduced on appeal from

NDUS'I'RIAL
MINERS

Are theY? !

knobs etc.

ed to work.
ro"tnightrV irom 121 Bookshop-on^Sl:Y:o"v

Kent and uP to 20'000 3 and 2lzyears to 6 Follh:i



at Midday, readers are welcome to help
out and meet col lect ive members.

BuIk distr ibut ion to bookshops and
groups could be compl imented by street-
sel l ing and of fers at  local  newsegente
by you. We ask back Z/Jcds of  sale pr ice.
Black Flag is sent free to prisoners on
request.

Avai lable through us:
Back issues of  the for tn ight ly:  13p stamp.
Back issues of  the magazine: 28p stamp.
Anarcho-Quizbookz 75p + 13p stamp.
l4 iguel  Garcia Story:  11 +' l3p stamp.

'Syndical ists in the Russian Revolut ion:
45p + ' l )p stamp.
Anarchism, Arquments Fot & Against :
80p + 1Jp stamp.
Anarchist  Black Cross poster:  20p + 1)p.

APOLOGY

ln our lost issue we reported that there had
been riots ot Bathurst, but neglected - due
to last minute 'headline chznge' - to soy
where Blthurst is located, Our comrades
'down-under' won't of course, need telling
it's in Australio, but comrsdes elsewhere mly
may well be in the dark,

BOTTON A DAY
0n Saturday May 4th,  a Day School  on
Anarchism was held at  Bol tonts Social-
ist  Club in Wood Street.  Bol ton.

0ver 150 people at tended al toqether
and the event was organiseC by t lo l ton
Direct  Act ion l ' lqvemenL-Internat ionaL
workers Associat ion.

Things started at  11 o c lock wi th a
talk on the Chicago l ' lar tyrs (Anarchists
murdered by the State in 1886) and,
held s imulLaneously,  a ta lk sn Onqanis-
at ion and Anarcir ism. 0ther discussions

included talks '  on Anarcho-Syndical ism
today; Anarchism & Feminism and the
Anarchist  l j lack Cross.

Food was provided and Several  bands
played in the evening. Anarchist  v ideos
were also shown cont inrrorrs ly and t-here
were displays;  inc. ludinq arrarchist
posters f rom around the wor ld.

3r 'Y I  tYY

(around 609,6) in Kent and uo to 20.000
nat ional ly have appl ied for  redundancy
terns.  In each cEse the so-cal led revirw
procedure has not baan edoptad. In
Yorkahlre qnothrr  p l t  -  Acton l ' loor -
haa heen placed r)n tha c loeure l ls t .

The NUf ' l  ExecLrt ive,  meanwhi le,  has
reFused to sanct ion the str ike act ion of
South Yorkshire rank and Fi Ie members
who came out over the sacking oF four
miners for  a l leqed int imidat ion of
scabs. Over 1000 miners,  however,  at
three pi ts near Pontefract  have ignored
the NUl l  Execut ive's ordeDs and have
stayed out on str ike,  retaininr;  the
FIying pickets.

Ouestions & Answers
on Anarchism
l3 Doesn' t  i t  def late the anarchist  case
that publ ic opinion can prove to be as
repressrve as government i tseLf?

Al tugZ covernment deLiberatel,g nakes
pubLic opinion as a ref.lectjon of its own
inage (though in non-xoxalitatiat)
countries other yested interests aJso
help in the process,l. China todag relies
note on so-caTled public opinion than it
does on secret po.ljce ot tanks in the
street uti-I jsed bg otheE State Conmunist
countr ies.

Sone Aiarchists nav at one tine have
thought publ-ic opinion could be caunter-
posed to crine or oppression. ft can be
in a teaLL7 free societg, bux nowadags
public opinion js a mass product. The
Nazis saw the vaLue ot 'haEnessing pubt ic
opinion and seeking tpopulist. approvaL
of repression bg mass indocxr inat ion,
soneEhing tJleg copied fron r_he Soviet
Union. fn che so-cal.led democracies, in
addi t ion to publ ic j t t j tudes being nan-
ipu-lated bg the Cavernnent, public opinion
is bgugh.t and sold as a comercial ptoduct.

?hjs js whg it was necessarg to invent
the tern . the nedia,  to descr i ie t l is
part icuLat arn of  the state and t i re rul ing
class, which has taken ovet fton the
chutch- ?hjs js the reason why ear l ier
enarchists concentrated so nuch of their
at tack on t le Church which decreasingJg,
but in soqe p.laces sti. l l  (sonexines undet
a di f ferent rel igous equivaLent)  acts as
t ' re ' r t j r js t rg of  Propaganda, oE .nedia

industrv,  of  Eul ing jnteresEs.

NII A pamphlet ?ell l /s Lies About The
It jners,  which examines the media I ies in
the I ' l inersr Str ike is current ly in the
pipel ine, / in preparat ion.

DA/ lEa '> -  nr  AFv rr  r / r

Thic r l l  comss st  e i lma wh€n thr
Nl l l , l  Exaeut lve hec rpv:elad thct  l t  la
f ,24tn ln dl l r l  beeauca of  lhr  lZ rnonhh
Btr lk€,  whlch moy cxlr ls16 i t rs reluct-
ance to cont inue wj, th or support  inr tus_
tr ia l  act ion,  even in the. face oF
blatant provocat ion.  Furthermore this
Spr ing is not the greatest  season to
l)ct in a canrpai t ln oF str ike act ion in the
crral  in:dustry and For th is very same
reason the NCU is Lrying to muscle
throuuh a c losure pro( l ramme. 0ver the
Summer per iod more cl6sunes are e\Dect-
ed and more induced redundancies.

3 and 2% years to 6 monthsl

The following is some procticol
a.duice for worhers in anX job or
country. It was published. under-
ground by the Warsaw chopter of
Solidarity, d,oted December 30, 1981.

l. During a strike or other form of
protest, stay with your colleagues.

2. Do not establish Strike Commit-
tees. Protect your leaders and or-
ganizers. Basic principle of action:
the entire crew goes on strike -
there are no leaders.

3. In contacts with the police or the
military you are uninformed, you
know nothing, you have heard
nothing.

4. Do not denounce ordinary people.
Your enemies are: the policeman,
the eager conformist, the informer.

5. Work slowly; complain about the
mess and incompetence of your
supervisors. Shove all decisions,
even the most minor, into the lap of
commissars and informers. Flood
them with questions and doubts.
Don't do their thinking for them.
Pretend you are a moron. Do not
anticipate the decisions of com-
missars and informers with a
servile attitude. They should do all
the dirty work themselves. ln this
way you create a void around them,

ed to work.

900 paoph ar€ rtl l l  awrlttnq trlnl fqr
Etr!€t eollaotlnE ln London for thr
mlncrs wlthout a pcrnlt from thc Mctro-
politan Police Commieeloncr. In a rcccnt
case a pol ice appeal  against  a Magletrate
who dismissed the charge against James
Wood a London Barrister arrested for
collecting in ClerkenweLl Iast June was
won. Mr Wood was soon eonvicted!

2,500 workers at Scott Lithgow in Greenock
Scotf and voted to occupy Trafalgar House's
ship yard if the bosses lay off 600 workers.
An incompetent oil r ig deal with Britoil by
the bosses is blamed by the workers.

Basic Principles of Resistance
(Bulletin #8 - Solidarity)

and by flooding them with the most
trivial matters you will cause the
military-police apparatus to come
apart at the seams.

6. Eagerly carry out even the most
idiotic orders. Do not solve prob-
lems on your or4'n. Throw that task
onto the shoulders of commissars
and informers. Ridiculous rules are
your allies. Always remembei to
help your friends and neighbors
regardless of the martial law rules.

7. If you are instructed to break
mutually sontradictory- rules, de-
mand written orders. Complain.
Try to prolong such games as long
as'possible. Sooner or later the
cbmmissar will want to be left in
peace. This will mark the begin-
ning of the end of the dictatorship.

8. As often as possible take sick leave
to care for an "ill" child,

9. Shun the company of informers,
conformists and their ilk.

10. Take active part in the campaign
to counter official propaganda,
spreading information about the
situation in the country and
exdmples of resistance.

11. Paint slogans, hang posters on
walls and distribute leaflets. Pass
on independent publications -
but be cautious.



TEN MONTHS
ON STRIKE

AN
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lho mescage from Ford machinists toAuew teaaario@ end Aiilte who had opposedffie

Equalty Now (At last)
Slnce 1968 (17 years!) women seamstresses
et Fords battled for skil led status, equality
wlth men. Labour and Tory governments
rloof and in the face of union Leaders who executive member James Airl ie who both
bureaucratised their every move, the women attacked the destabil ising impact on the Ford
continued to battle with strikes, tribunals Ford wages structure and added that the
otc. Finally, with some the daughters of the union w6uld make no further economic
orfginal strikers the 270 women got what claims on the Ford m'anagement this year
thcy wanted, arnounting to a f7 a week pay (what about the workers?-did I hear sonte-
rlEo.. Last years 5 week strike caused f20 one ask). Doreen Cook a sfrop ste*arO ii iA:
mlll lon worth of production loss. The Ford 'Our reaction to the statements made by
Company has a 5 grade pay structure for its Duffy and Airl ie are clear on our banne'r.
manual workers. The women were kept in We made this within an"hour of hearing
the ncxt to bottom B grade, they are now about it and we think their remarks we-re
placed well up in the C grade and approach- nothing less than treachery to women trade
Ing the fully skil led B grade status. An unionists.'

HOURS DOWN ?
l 'he UCW (postal  workers'union) member-
rltlp ltirs accoptcd a managcment packagc
t l tat  l r rr" l r rrJeE a I  l rour reduct lutr  i t t  l l te

The 1 65,O0O-strong National Commun-
icat ions Union (NCU) is recommending a
campaign of selective industrial action
from September 1st within Brit ish Telecom
Io lorce the bosses to cut thc working

Everyone
behind the
still it drags
mmrg.mtnt

seems to be
strikers. But
on without

0tfrI"  sv

NDUSTRIAL

The anti-apartheid strakers
have been picketing Dunnes
Stores in DuHin's Henry
Street since last July.

It started when check-
out operator Mary Manning
refused to handle South
African fruit. This is the
policy of her union, IDATU,
though she was the first
member to seriously im-
plement it. Management sus-
pended her, and a dozen
of her fellow workers walk-
ed out in sympathy.

LIBERALS
Scabs were brought in to

take their jobs. The strik-
ers dug in for the long
battle for their right to
refuse to handle South
African goods. Gradually
the liberals discovered the
dispute and began 'putting
their support on the record'.
Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and
Labour TDs cautiously 'ex-
pressed support'.

Churchmen said masses
and services, the anti-aparth-
eid unit of the United
Nations sent a telegram,
Bishop Tutu invited the
strikers to visit South Af-
rica for the first anniver-
sary of the strike next
July.

REASONS

" Ben Dunne is connected
with the apartheid regime
through his industrial relat-
ions negotiator, Noel Fox.
Fox is the lrish repres-
entatiYe of the huge South
African investment firm
Spicer and Oppenheim.
* Dunne will do anything
he can to put the boot
in on the unions. In the
supermarket trade he is
well known for his petty
harassment of staff. He is
not the sort of guy who
will change his mind be-
cause of a few appeals from
well-meaning liberals.
* The union leadership have
not done enough. A strike
in just one branch can not
put enough ptessure on
Dunne. Sympathy strikes
by workers in other bran-
ches is what is needed.

It wil l be argued that
workers in the other bran-
ches wil l not give the sup-
port, that they are afraid
for their own jobs. Yet
over the past couple of
years staff in Cavan, Dub-
lin, Wexford and Water-
ford have taken action on
local issues. These are wil-
ling to listen to the argu-
ments for solidarity. They
can be won to taking con-
crete action and this in
turn will create a climate
of confidence which will
oncourage many more Dun-

RANK & FILE
Slryp[ng supplies means

going out to all the com-
panies that have their pro-
ducts in the shops and
convincing their workers
to rqfuse to make up the
deliveries. This wil l not be
done by the full-t ime offic-
ials, many of them would
be very opposed because
it is a 'polit ical' strike/
does not involve their union
directl',,/any bther excuse
they can think up-

It will take a support
group of ordinary trade un-
ionists and unemployed,

under the direction of thc
strike committee, to start
turning the passive support
into action that can break
Ben Dunne. A victory wil l
not only mean a blow is
struck against apartheid, it
wil l give supermarket work-
ers the confidence they ne-
ed to defeat the petty
rules and low pay of the
bosses,

HEIP\T/EI,COI\,IED

Join the mas*Picket
every Saturday 2' 4Pm

Messages of suPPort &
donations to the Stike
Committee clo IDATU,
Coendish Row,
Dublin 1.

Give in Solidarity.frsm 37 rnY



STOP BUSINE$$ AS USUAT
STOP BUSII IESS AS USUAL NOTTINGHAM

0n Aor i l  lOth leai lets advert is ing Lhat
l larcJ.ays bank would give away Frec Krugge-

rands to any oF their  custorners whn
deposi ted I10 beLween 2 & )  pm were given

ot:L door- to-door,  in the streets,  and
Ief t  in pi les at  bui ld ing socieLies'
i r rsrrrance compar ' lys etc.  This worked very
rveLl  -  sorne peop' ,e asked for their  Krugge-

rands (which were being oFfered as a

thankyotr  for  support ing Barcl .ays cont in-
uing investmcnl in South Afr ica) and the

f i l lh guarded the main branch throughout
the af ternoon.

Simi lar  Ieai lets appeared claining that

between 1 and ? pm, Lesl ie Crowthelwould
give away at  f loots,  ceFLain i r -ems which
would be narked wiLh a black star.  This

resul ted in lots of  conFusion at  Boots -
people were actual ly lookinq for Black

Star qoods -  and the place was swarmln!
wi th iops and secur iLY gtraros.

The leaf leL was so weLl oroduced that
the local  ant i -apartheid movement were
taken in and were about to mount a picket '
pol ice are now searching For the culpr i ts.

Telephone wires to a local  Royal
0rdnance Factory were cut dur ing the ni11ht
and the arms manut 'acturers rem6ined cut
nFf f r : r  several  hours.

The Fuses were pul led out in the Counci l
house, leaving Counci l lors in the dark.

l ' lany other act ions including the use oF
qlass etching f lu id (squir tcd onto windows)
superglue ( in locks) and painL (grafFi t t i )
took place. Someone danced on the Lord
l . layorrs Rol Is Royce too!

A press sLatement and a speaker gave
an interview on local  radio ensured that
Stop Business as Usual  was publ ic ised.

6 people were arrested, 4 released
without charges. The remaining two were
not actual ly sarrght doing anythinq so wi l l
probably be bound-over Lo keep the peace.

.s i;r|F;lttlrulill' 
f: 'E{r'F!F=!qt F rn-E'r

rrr l!.mnt for thlr' Wo*onSolldulvworxtnt w€rf, llltIl!illFtllFFrF -
( l , rv\  t r ;5 r lavt '  Thlr  h al l  denendent nn
t l tc  aur,uplat t t ,a l ry t l r r '  l t l t ! l t l l re ls l t ip of . r
productivity scheme and a changeover to
more part-t imers, reduction in offices, etc.
The UCW Leadership hopes to persuade
delegates at the forthcoming Annual Con-
fcrcncc to acccpt fhe pach,tgc. -[hcre is no
prrrv i r ion h0wevet l i r r  a r t tbclat t t la l  i t r l rea. 'c
i r r  p,ry l ror  l t  the wcckly hottrr  r t r t l t tc tkr t t
(4 i l  houn to 42 hortrr)  sccn db l re l t tg t l l
groat s igni f icanccl

20 oost officcs in London arc to clos(!.

London for example, only 32 apprentices are
are being taken on in an area that once
used to take on hundreds if not thousands!
Br i t ish Tclccr)m is on0 of  thc largost
ctrrployerr  in lho country arrd is i lpply ing
rnuclr  new technology which thcy hopc
wi l l  reducc tho workforce. Thc union on
lhc olhcr hand wants reduced working
wcck, k lngcr hol idays and more f lcxiblc

THE CONVICTION RATE is high and r is ing fo l lowing the 121
orrort t  on tho Whitehal l  c larh wi th pol ico dur ing tho big minert
domo on Fah 24. Tho hoar ingr aro l t i l l  going on, so tho ful l
pattorn ir not yet clear.

Marr:  Jot l r t ry wns r : l rnr ;nr l  wr lh nl i t i r lu l lu l t l  r r  pol l r : t [ , , ro l l rcnr rrrr r l  l r r r r i r r : l r
of  the peace. He was plni t r l i r )g not gui l ty to l lot l r  r :h i f rgon. Ju6t r !nnr i tes
before the case was hear( l  the l i l t l r  o l lcr t rJ u t lsal  to Marc's sol iutor.  Poul
lohnson. Marc accepted i t  grateful ly " l  c lorr ' t  want to go to gaol" ,  said
lMarc,  "and i t 's  not  worth taking a f40 f ine The magistrat0,  a tough nut
cal led Davies,  only agreed "reluctant ly"  to drop the assaul t  charge and
expressed surpr ise at  the pol ice move. He gave Marc a r ight  bol locking
Marc said af terwards that he was "bi t ter ,  but  re l ieved".

This is a pattern the cops used a lot  dur ing the miners 'str ike,  be.
cause they of ten know damn wel l  their  evidence won' t  stand up so they
scare the v ict im into feel ing rel ieved that he' l l  only be let  of f  wi th a f ine
or l ighter sentence. They then get convict ions,  which look good on their
records

But Paul  Johnson says that th is tact ic is proving relar iyely uncommon
with the Feb 24 tr ia ls.  Usual ly the cops are determined not to do deals.
Take the case of  a New Zealand law student who just  happened to wander
out of  Trafalgar Square tube and d6wn Whitehal l  iust  as someone had
thrown a bott le at  a knot of  cops that were sur;ounded by marchers.  He
was nabbed and charged with throwing the bott le.  l ronical ly the student
was not even part icular ly interested in the demo or the str ike.  He was
disor iented by the whole af fa i r .  Paul  of fered to defend him for f ree.  Being
a law student seeking, no doubt,  some pract ice,  he decl ined. In court  the
prosecut ion walked al l  over him with a pack of  l ies ("1 saw him throw
the bott le,  mi lud")  -  and he got a f l00 f ine.

The Publ ic OJder Research Group wi l l  be holding a much-needed pub-
l ic  inquiry into the horr i f ic  pol ice conduct on the derno. This wi t l  be in
June. Contact  Cathie Lloyd at  PORG,9 Poland St Wl.  (Ol  72458311.

The Defence Campaign st i l l  needs funds and is hoping to have a bene-
f i t  soon. Send money to Paul  Johnson, Southal l  Community Law Cen-
tre, 14 Featherstone Rd, UBz 5AA. lO1 57424341.

SERTUC DEFEATED!
The Feb 24 demo was organised by the South East Region of the TUC.
Fol lowing the arrests on the demo, when the Defence Campaign was set
up they approached SERTUC for help.  This was in i t ia l ly  refused on the
grounds that most of those arrested were not miners - but anarchists! So
much for sol idar i ty.  In the end, thanks to successful  persuasion by PORG

and the r isk of  publ ic embariassment,  Rob Edwards, SERTUC Secretary,
was forced into support ing the Campaign. ls th is an anarchist  v ictory over
Stalinism? (Who are you trying to kid - typesetter)

0r i t ish Rar. l  l ras Lesrr l roclor j  l r l r r r rn l r r
rapleca dr ivars orr  t rn inn.  ln puttrculur
to uaa crcwla$g trulrrn to curry coal
f ronr mlnos to powdr-Btot lonc.  Thouqh
oconomlc roggDnu wtI I  bc qrven t t  seems
I 'otr Iy obvrorrc Ehat r t 's  a pol i t ical
move desrgncd to smash any further
mfners actrons. Ihe sof idarr ty shown by
some tai l  workers wiLl  now be svstemaLi-
caLly removed.

A pi lot  scheme was announced in the
last  weeks of  the str ike.  A possj .b le
candidate for  the. l . i .ne is the 20km
Iink between Bevercotes col- l iery and
High l ' larnham power stat ion in Nott ing-
ham. The di .eseL locors contro. l .s
wouLd be modi. f j .ed so as to respond to
data received by radio f rom a contro]"
centte.  Here a computer would perform
the funct ion of  inter- locking relays in
norma] s j .gnal l ing,  that  is ,  checki .ng
that no train entered a block sect ion
occupred by another t ra j -n and that
pornts were set correct ly beFofe t ra ins
were alLowed to pass over them.

Passive t ransponders,  p laced between
the rai ls at  regular intervals,  (say

1000 metres),  wouLd cause a message
to be sent to the control  computer te l l ing

rt  that  the t ra in was at  that  posl t ion'

and request ing author i ty to cont inue
to the next t ransponder.  Safety checks
would permanentJ.y stop the train i f  anything

went wrong. This wouLd al l  be easy to do

on special ly prepared Freight only
Iines, but more diff icul.t on normal
freight and passenger l ines.

The threat is not onLy to smash
workers sol idar i ty but also to iobs.
0nce the pilot scheme works and any
problens are ironed out, economic argu-
ments wi l l  be used to just i fy crewless
trains el .sewhere on the rai lways'  The

response then should be that the problems

on the oilot scheme are neset lroned
out.  Three powerful  groups of  workers
are in a posi t ion to put a spanner j 'n the
works,  ra i l  workers '  Power workers and
miners.  The economic cost  to workinq
people to go on strike might be heavy
in whj .ch case syndical ist  Pr inciples of
direct  act ion could easi ly sabotage
lhe whole project .  The transPonders and
radio l inks are especial ly prone to
damage.

Soutce : SLDAA/Nery sciertist

DIRECT AClION IN INDUSTRY

A 15 day i l ler_tal  str ike by 1,000 miners
in Sparwood I lC, Canada ended on Apr i l  15
but the RCIIP are invest igat inq about 20
instances oF vandal ism to compnny
property.  The str ike started af ter  a
worker was LoId to wash a company truck
- ajob not part  of  h is dut ies.

In I l ichir tan.  USA Anrer ican l ' lotors are
sui .nr ;  the Uni ted Auto l lorkers union as
they contend that workers have sabotaged
700 jeeps by weldrng the doors shut.
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