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SCAB MERGER
CHANGES COURSE
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hopes to function as a catalyst for
organising the centre and rightwing of the

union movement. Already it boasts caucases
y1 3Breral unions r in addit ion to the break-
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ier-righ: orgerisesic,a with li-nks ro the
Tors Farq- aDd rarious neo-fascists. At the
moment }lainstream is putting across that
it is merely a 'ginger group' to 'break the
stranglehold of the left within the trade
union movement'. Its ambitions though are
far different. In the long term Mainstream
intends to recruit a membership from all
the main unions with the objeci:'ivi lr.
transforming trade unions from rerul'.nist,
pro-capitalist bodies, into all-out bosses
unions/staff associations on the model
being developed by EETPU, etc'

In the last issue of Black Flag we
reported on moves bY EETPU, the AEUW
and the ASTMS to form a rightwing
alliance within the trade union movement.
We referred to it as a'scab alliance' and
as an attempt to establish a charter for a
'new unionism' that the Tories would
welcome if not encourage. Since then the
AEUW has had its annual conference at
which delegates rejected outright the
leaderships' proposal for the merger or
'scab' federation as a 'rival' to the TUC (or,
more accurately, as a consolidating force
within the TUC). Delegates now fear
expulsion from the TUC because of the
unions' policy to accept state funding for
s€cret ballots. But the AEIM leadership
a: a-lso the EETPU leadership)argue -

: : : :aoI '  correct l l -  -  that  i f  i t  came to a

In the tinal analysis the AEUW has
gone for a policy of changing the TUC
from within, rather from without. Per-
haps we shall be hearing more of
Mainstream in the future and its
trotskyist tactics now that scabs are
wising up to polities?
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