“WHAT DO WE DO WHEN
THE COPS FUCK OFF?

number of incompetant, grassing social
workers. And, of course, in a state of
insurrection, those who look after our
kids, carry messages and weapons, lie for
us in court, and give first-aid, are as
vital to the struggle as the able-bodied,
young, and largely male (though less so
every time!) streetfighters.

But it's not just a question of handing
out a few tins of beans to the old-folk.
If we cannot deliver safe streets and sec-
ure homes for EVERYONE,ordinary people
will be begging for the return of the law.
Obviously informers must be dealt with
severely, but the best way to stop them
creeping out of the woodwork is to prove
that the community can do a better job of
preventing anti-social behaviour than the
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suppressed by snivelling hacks. And we've
only seen the preliminary skirmishes in a

conflict as inevitable as it will be bloody.

URBAN WAR

Whether Kinnock, Tatcher or Owen scratch
their way to the top of the parliamentary
dungheap matters bugger all. By 1999, the
urban war will be a permanent feature of
everyday life in every benighted city in
this septic isle. There will be guns and
deaths on both sides, as the cops mutate
into daleks, and a host of scrapheap gen-
juses become the weaponsmiths of the
ghettos. The army will be there, either
in an advisory/intelligence role (as they
were in Brixton in 1981), or on the streets
dressed as cops (as they were in the min-
ers strike),or both. Increasingly, the
cost of maintaining civil order, both in
casualties and finance, will be more than
the state is prepared to pay in the rot-
ting heartlands of our cities.

FANTASY AND REALITY

This all sound fine as apocalyptic fan-
tasy, but what's it going to be like when
YOU have no choice about living it...24
hours a day? It's already too close for
comfort for some of us. While the police
terrorise Broadwater Farm, stealing food
and clothing, and menacing people with
guns.People living on t he Gloucester
Grove estate in Peckham, South London,
are deprived of post and emergency ser=
vices due to attacks by anti-social
elements. If we're not careful, the
1990's in the cities could be a choice
between these two options- occupation by
brutal pscho-cops-or terrorisation by
criminal scum.

The two rapes in the 1985 Brixton riot
underline this point. Writing in the mag-
azine Monochrome, a woman refers to women
being treated as 'the spoils of war' ,
and describes how she felt safer fighting
the cops than in the areas they'd been

thik that muggers, Fapiate, 1
wife beaters, and other anti-soeial bas-
tards are going to have a free hand.

But it needn't be like that. Someone
once told me of an incident he witnessed
in occupied Ireland. Rioting on the Falls
road had carried on 'til early morning,
and vehicles were needed for a road-block,
when along whirred a milk float. Quick as
a flash it was commandeered. However, it
was not torched until the crates had been
taken off and every local household had
been delivered two pints of milk!

COMMUNITY RESISTANCE

This sort of interaction between street-
fighters and the rest of the community is
essential. When looting takes place, we
must make sure that goods are distributed
to those in need, not as an abstract mat-
ter of principle, but because we need to
show that we care far more about the wel-
fare of our fellow prisoners in the slum
streets and rat-hole estates than any
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you'd do if you saw next door being bro- |
ken into. There's got to be a better answer
than calling the cops or letting it happen.
And we need to find it before every street
has a neighbourhood watch sneep snivelling
back to the smiling community bobby with
his plastic bullets and computer files.

It starts now. With making sure that in
this summer's riots, the muggers are chal-
lenged, and the rapists eliminated. With
making sure that clumsiness or drunken
stupidity don't result in proper people
getting their homes burnt out.

It starts now. With discussions .on the
streets and estates about what we are going
to do when the cops fuck off. Street justice
is justice for ALL, by ALL. Anything else
is just a new set of cops. We need the
answers quickly, and we haven't begun to
ask the right questions.



