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TRADE
what they do oppose, to include aI l  mi l i tar ism.Greaf
Br i ta in is one of  the big four arms deal ing nat ions of
the wor1d.
Three-quarters of  Br i t ish arms
are sold to the Third World,
whose governments cont inue to
spend more on arms than heal th.

But the arms trade does aot
only prevent the very poor of
th is wor ld f rom obtaining their
fa i r  share of  g lobal  resources
i t  a lso is a major factor in
foster ing mi l i tary r ivalr ies,
regional  arms races and in
maintaining dictatorships.
Br i ta in might conceivably sel l
other exports to these nat ions
- to help develop transport
and agr icul tural  systemsr or a

decent water suppLy in Lieu of
arms. In fact . ,  large quant i t -
ies of  arms are sold at  a loss

- for  pol i t ical  reasons, (Nor

incidentaLly,  does the arms
indust.ry show real  interest  in
providing jobs -  more and more
workers are replaced by
machines. )

Betweerr !977 and L979,
Br i ta in scld arms to more than
40 countr ies l is ted by Amnesty

lnternat ional  as having viola-
ted human r ights.  This comes
as no surpr ise when one real i -
ses Br i ta in is the wor ld 's 2nd
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arrested in direct  confrontat ions wi th pol ice,

including blockades of  courts and Wood St.  pol ice

Stat ion.Fol low up meet ings,  to discuss, amongst

other th ings the sett ing up of  a defense fund were
held Oct.  15th/16th as th is issue went to press.

Defense fund address:  121 Rai l ton Rd. London SE24.
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condi t iorrs etc.  ;  so 1 donr t
th ink they can real ly c la im to
be respect ing the UN Charter.)

Local  act ions can draw
attent ion to Iocal  involvement.
Cne way is to f ind out which
local  companies are involved.
You can f ind out f rom CAAT's
booklet  t 'The Arms Traderst t
(  f ] - .50 *  postage) avai labl-e
from CAAT, 5 Caledonian Rd,
London N1 9DX. CAAT also have
detai ls (and organise protest .s
at)  Arms Fairs,

In America direct  act ions
have been t ,aken; s ince i t  was
revealed last  year that  most
of  the US weapons bound for El
Salvador were shipped through
Port  Chicago, near San Frans-
cisco, peace act iv ists have
come together to form a net-
work -  the Port  Chicago Camp-
aign, to oppose these exports.
Blockades of  the port  have
taken place and land and sea
blockades took place on 28th
July.  Thatt  s direct  act ion.
CAAT do invaluable work,  but  1

see no pointras an anarchist ,

in pet i t ioning govts.  (who

have shown who theY are
already).  Blockades are a good

idea. I t r  s a form of 'b lacking'
I  suppose.

I  wonder when the ant i  mi l i -

"It's a soaallg useful deatce for
use rm the mnnagernent"

t .ar ist  movement wi l l  get  round

to sabotage, despi te the r isks. .
Here in the IJK you r isk arrest
for  cr iminal  damage, at  the
other end of  the journey is
someone being ki l led or tor tu-
red.

I t 's  worth not ing that
Br i ta in in th is respect is not

di f ferent f rom 3rd World

nat ions.  We now spend more on
tDefence'  than Educat ion ( for
the f i rst  t ime),  under Maggie.
We have 500,000 people v;orkirrg
on product ion for  mi l i tary use
but only 85r000 doctors and

600,000 teachers.  l4any of
these - jobs seem innrccuous I
only 75,000 work direct ly on
arms export  contractsr  some
are in academic research,
others may produce fuses for
EMI (not even knowing these
are bomb fuses).  But do
workers have to face a choice
between the Arms factory and

the dole? No. The workers have
themselves indicated they'  d
rather not be in the arms
trade, through their  Shop
Stewards. in the 1976 Al ter-
nat ive Corporate Plan of  Lucas
Aerospace. TheY would rather

the industry was converted
over to c iv iL ian product iorr .

You can ask for 45/" of y'our
incorre tax,  nornal ly for  'Def-
ence, to be paid v ia diversio-
nary cheques made out to the
Overseas Development Adminis-
t rat ion instead. Final ly,
money spent on mi l icary goods
does not create a lot  of
weal th ei ther,  as few people
use and maintain them ie.  i f
the government spend 11,000
mj- l l ion in each area. the ni l -
i tary wi l l  generate 76,000,
t .he least  of  a l l .  whereas
educat. ion wi l l  generale
187,000, heal th 139,000 and
construct ion 100,000.

B1JSES
Can ' t  pay,Won' t  pay

On August 12th Cleveland
Transi t  announced plans to
cut local  bus services (and

therefore jobs) in Teeside in
a bid fo stem their  huge
operat ing losses.In response
bus workers imposed a ban on
late-night ! ' ,eekend working

which remained in operat ion
for the next s ix weekends.A
return to normal working was
negot iafed on September 22nd
when management conceded the
extra inspector cover that  the
union (TGWU) had been demand-
ing -

WhiIe wholehearfedly supp-
ort ing the bus workersr f ight

to save their  iobs and service

-s upon which working peopLe
depend, i t  seems to us that  a
bi t  of  c lear th inking is miss-
ing in their  approach (or,
more l ikely,  in the union
leaders).

The main reason Cleveland
transport  are losing Passenger
-  s aird money is that  their

fares are so bloody expensive

that people can' t  af ford to

use their  buses as regular lY.
Cheaper fares would br ing back
al l  their  lost  passengers.For
those on the dolerfor example,
a hefty bus fare can amount fo
qui te a large chunk of  their
meagre income.Indeed, fhe
Cleveland Unemployed Workers
Union makes free bus travel
for  the unemployed and their
fami l ies one of  i ts  immediate
demands.

l l le have here an exampi e of
the k ind of  warped thinking
reformist  unionism descends to.
lnstead of  a steadfast  defence

of jobs and services as fh ings

which cannot be touched, the

union meets management hal f -
way and in very business- l ike
fashion cal ls for  a c lampdown
on fare dodging.I t  doesn' f
seem to matter that  wi th th is
cal l  they are only going to
shi f t  the burden onto Deople
who don' f  pay because fhey
can' t  pay.Ofher working people
in fact .

Revolut  ionary unionisnr
on the other hand has nobler
aspirat ions and tacf ics.To i t
the interests of  the whole
class matter,  not  iust  the

short- term interesfs of  one
part icular sect ion.Therefore,
revolut ionary unionisfs cal  L

on bus workers to f ight  for
their  jobs and the services in
a very di f ferent way.Instead
of penny-pinching with the
(for the most part  working
class) passengers,  how about

demanding a few t 'economies" at

the top, where the boss class

on fat  salar ies never have to

use the buses (or dodge fares).

Instead of  the s imPle wi th-
drawaL of  bus services (which

hurts the passengers more than
the management)  a more ef fect-
ive tacf ic for  t ransport  work-
ers is to work as normal but
not bother to col lecf  fares.
This guarantees you publ ic
supporf  and wi l i  soon br ing
management to their  senses.
What about v ict imisaf ion by
the bosses you mighr ask. I f
a1l  sfand f i rm whaf can rhey
do -  sack everyone ?

MIDDLESSROUGIi  DAM



TOWARDS
ANARCHA FEMINISM

ANARCHA. FN,l ]NI ST CONFEREN CE

An Anarcha-Feminist  Conference
was held at  Doncasfer Trades
CIub on SAT.3 September &on
Sunday a mixed meef ing was held
( the f  i rst  day was r^romen onl  Y) .
The Conferernce opened with
def in i t ions of  anarcha-feminism
The history of  feminism has
been one of  anarchicalrnon-
hier ichical  organisat ion.  For

some of usranarchism & feminism
are synonymous(do al l -  anarchist
men agree though?).We agreed

I^rearenot Separat ists but the

val id i ty of  seperate meet ings
was upheld(to develop conf idence

to speak in mixed meet ings and

general ly.)We fel t  women Prefer
less theor is ing than men? We

regret ted that fewer women were

act ive in mainstream Pol i t ics?
Though that depends on the

def in i t ion of  mainstream.Women' s
pol i t ics are not sePerate f rom

the industr ia l  struggle;not a

side- issue. (  low-paid wo6en
workers?)The def in i t ion ofwork

should be extended to include

unpaid work by women(chi ldwork '
housework.  )Women have fhree

problems with mainstream act iv i t

- ies:  (1) lack of  t ime due to

chi ld-care( 2) sexisr  anarchisf

men(3) lack of  creches atmost

conferences.Women musi  not be

isolated in the homernor solelY

in act iv ist  groups buf in their

community.We might work wi th

as many grouPs as Posslbler i 'e '
Lef t  women,non-Pol i t ical  woment

and menrbut we wanted to show

our supportrnot Patronise,  &

offer resources where we could '

Our best way to show sisterhood

wi th wonen of  other cul  tures
Asian Women's Refuge *orkers
who have been threatened) is to

co-operate hr i th their  grouPS.

The State defuses our sfruggle

by providing Grants(e.g-Women' s

Aid ,W. I  .  R .  E.  S.  )  Anarcha- fem ini  sm
opposes al l  Sfate intcrvent ion
&women who want pol i t ical  power

Ln Northern l re land'women were

spl i f  into Pol i t ical  women(i .e.
ant i - imper ia l ists)& women in
dai ly pol i t ics(Womenr s Aid,Rape
Cris is Centres.  )Anarcha-feminism
can br idge both "camps." i ' Ie fe l t
Trotskyist  part iesWoment s Groups
were a way to put women Trots

neat ly on one siderwheras we
could see no issue that did nof
in; lude men.Neverf  heless,we
thought too much energy was just

wasted by defensive men &also
defensive feminists.Mixed views

were expressed on the Greenhanl

Comnron Womenl qual  i f  ied support
was given to the core of  pol i t ic

-al ly aware women fhererwhom we

hoped would up the level  of  the

sabotage act iv i f ies-On Pornrwe

say "censorship" is our sel f -
expressioni .  e.not f rom anY Govt .

but  us,  fhose ef fected.We suPPor

-ted Angry Womenin bombing Porn

Shops as direcf  act ion.Porn is
not only an oppressive image of
women - i t  invoLves as wel l  rhe
exploi tat ion of  women who work
in the Porno Industry. Is there

more reacf ion on racism/classism
than sexism from male anarchis ls
As Anarcha-feminists,we support
women taking direct  act ion rnor
appeals for  ant i -porn lawsrnor
tougher senfences for rapisfs l

insfeadr\^re support  organisat ion
by women as far as Possible
against  rapei .e.provis ion of

mi i r ibuses. sel  f -defence classes,

vigi lante l^7omen taking revenge

on raPisfs-Abort ion was debated

(one woman said she did not want

an abort ion,others must choose

for themselves.) !Je need to tPpos

-e any planned ant i -aborf ion

legis lat ion(e-g- in I re land),but

we do not depend on aPPeals to

fhe Srate.Women in D-A-M- fe l t
that  "Direct  Act ion"should
include more anarcha-feminism.
(please send us CopY.)A D.A.M.

pamphlet  on Anarcha-feminism is
planned for publ icat ion soon.

'  On fhe next day,no men disagre

-ed(at  f i rst) fo "Women onIy"

meef ingsron the grounds t)  at

women are o1.pressed di f fere l t lY

to men.The mcn said in male

groups fhere are rensions(class;

homo/hetero te lnsions),  especial  ly

men oppressed bY macho men'We

wondered how can we best confron

-t  dominaforsrmale or female?

The men asked us i f  our meef ing

would've been sPoi led bY fhe

t l

sexism agr- ' ;n: ;L g€!Y nien Ll : r :Y also
f  inr : '  Ci f  t  icul-  l -  to <:onf ronL, ui i  th- .

-out al  ienat- i r rg t>i : i rer  mr:1.  )
tsr-ref  rn. i r lL i ( )n l ras r tade ' r f  the

SaLurday'  s anar<:hist  v ideos.
' , le I  iked r-he ln ior , ler l 's  Fir t :

Br igaCe,,  sup;orLers . ) f  tht :

Vancouver Five,wl-cr  aEG tr ' /om€:rr

o f  a I  I  ages tr-rd i t r  thc v i r i  eo

or.  iewi-  sh arrarc-hi ' r ts i r r  l ' le l tv

Yo rk ,nr : ted t l i i r t  th€r na j ' r r i t -1 '

of  Lhose arct iv ists we'e of

the ttc, l  ,J er g i-r.  era t io Lt" .  Vi d eo s

are ava j  laL' l , :  f rorr  i  2 ' . ,Rai  Ltorr

Road nLond.rnSE24,
Ttr t :  lumbe:t  of  won'en presel t
rn ' i ,  s  f  ewer Lhan r  xFrec te( l ( !nalr /

of  then i r r  D.A. l" l  . ) . f t  is  hol ,ed

to l to ld a lz ' rg ' : r  ar tztrc l ta*fernin

- ig l  [onferenc€: cexl  ) /ear.  In

1980, a g,rnf  r3r--€nc€ cf  10()  wolr ,er i
, , las t ie l , j ;h ie {ere shorL cf  t imc

per-hapsrbut a sLart  has ter:n

rnacie to revive -and e. 'xPartd-
ansrcha-fel i r in i i i l l l  i r r  3r : i  ta i r r . '1 f

r ;h j -c i r  "Tire Anarct t is :  F eminist

Maga zincr"  must surel ' r '  PIaY a

part  .  Send copy toTi ]e Anart ' ' i r i  s :

Femirr i : ; t  l lagazir:e-, l - jow ( ' /o

Lcreds ,\ ' rarcir is;t  i^Jorn(ir lr  BOX V'

59, Coc,1<r idge SLre<: l rLeeds'

N. B. Olr  SurrdaY ,  we al  sc) re-

-discussed Nt:r therrr  I r t : lar :d,  Rat:e

arrd B,a qr e .

SU BSI DIES
Publ ic t ransport  subsidies

in Br i ta int  s main urban areas

should be increased -  accord-

ing to the Department of  Trans-

Dort  computer model which was

ini t ia l lY sef  uP to cur sub-

sidies ' .Detai ls of  fh is embarr-

assing resul f  for  fhe govern-

ment were revealed recent lY at
a major f raf f ic  cbnference
held at  Sussex Universi tY org-

anised by Planning and Trans-
port  Computat ion and Research.

The 1983 Transport  Act

enables the DePartment of
Transport  to l imi t  subsidies
to publ ic t ransport  in London
and the mefropoLi tan count ies.
So. to decide which ccunt ies
should gef more subsid ' ies and

which 1ess, the Department got

together wi th a consul tant
f rom the L.S.E. and develoPed
a cornputer model to div ide up
the cake.The model revealed
thar even South Yorkshire wi th
the highesf bus subsidy in
Br i ta in should have a higher

subsidy' .And in Greater Manchest

-er and West Yorkshire,  bus

and train fares ought to be

cut by a quarrer,  and Paid for

by higher subsidies.

Dresence of  men?Some women said

yes, some said nol the women did

not feel  h indered/tense with fh

part icuLar men Presenf 'Later ron

man did obiect  to women onry

meet ings.The women fel t  onlY

t i rey <lefended won^r: ' r  only meet-

ingsrnot the m'n.  Sotrre rnerr  said

we were jumPi i rg tc '  corrc lusions

abor.r l  t l te i r  reasons & this

o f  f  errded t i re ' r '  .The f l ran wl l ( )

ob jected c. . lmpared ,oo1 lsn srr lY

n'eet ings wi th bl .ack onlY

rrreet ings,which he said were

aLi  ant i  -whi te.The i , r ( ) rnen

repl ied that our rneet ing was

r iot  ant i -men.1f  non-sexist  nten

cr i t ised sexist  men,t l reY tel t

ignorecl  or , in some social

c i rc les.r id iculed as gay- (This


