
The niners r  str ike is
now nonths old.The boss_
es must be surpr ised the
minels are st i i l  f ighi : -
ing.When the NCB p".6r-
oked the str ike wi tn i ts
announcement (6.1.84) of
20 pi t  c losures th is

{i"5u?333" j Hi 3t" *t:"t;" =

t 'Go to your local  ret-
i red miners I  tea and ask
them what i t  was l_ ike.

^-rrTwo days onrtwo days
off .Touch your cap to
the gaff er and you t l_1
g.et  a decent job."

tr'or,tunately rank and
f i le miners consol- id-

i

ated the str ike in the



conf ident ofran easy
victory.The spark that
forced the str ike was
the ganble by the NCB
in suddenly c losing Cor-
tonwood in four weeks
t ime,when previously the
NCB had said i t  had many
years of  l i fe--because
they did not bel ieve the
miners would f iEht back.

Summer was oi the way
The product iv i ty agree-
ment pushed through by
the NGB and the Iabour
government in 1977,(des-
pi te a major i ty vote of
the niners reject ing i t )
had al- lowed the NCB to
stockpi le huge reserves
of coal-  to s i t  out  a
str ike wi th and had
helped to div ide the
var ious coal f ie l -ds .  Then
a concerted media catrD-
aign was launched,cal l -
ing for  a nat ional
bal lot .This last  nove
wasnrt  mot ivated by a
concern for  democracy
(no-one elected I IcGre-
gor) ,but  rather by a
wish to ' isolate the
miners and hal-t the
momentum of the str ike.
This can be seen from
his statement in the
Times that the Coal
Board wi l l -  recover i ts
responsibi l i ty  for  man-
aging the ,coa1 industry.
This can only mean one
thing:a concerted cl-ass
attack against  miners, to
put then back into the
past.Yorkshire miners I
l -eader Jack Taylor said

was spl i t  f i f ty- f i f ty .
Now 8A/o of miners are
out on str iker( though
Nottinghamshi-re has been
seal-ed of f  by the bigg-
est  pol ice operat ion
since the 1926 General

\Drr l_Ke ) .

As was to be exoected
the NCB has announ-ced
"generousrr  redundancy
payments( i f  i t ts  not the
st ick i t rs the carrot)
and that pi ts may have
to be cl-osed because of
lack of  naintenance--
rniners have been sacked
for occupying their
pi ts and exposing such
propaganda as l ies.The
NUM have naintained
safety cover except
where the NCB,playing
dangerous ganes rhave
trr ied to restart  Dro-
duct ion wi th t iny-
numbers of  scabs(eg
Bi lston Glen).

Better st i l - l -  ,  steel-
workers are being
conned into seeing the
minersr str ike rrather
than the l- ikes of
l{cGregor(ttac the knife t )
as a threat to their
jobs.This rubbish is
coning fron the l - ikes
of Bi l l  Sirs wi th his
trash about his members
not being rrsacr i f iced"

for t tsomeone else I  s
dispute".His c i tements
to steelw bo use
scab labour b" i l  d isgust-
ing--has he fof iot ten

An ISTC str ike bul let in
from then complains,
' rEvery devious nethod
is being enpl ,oyed using
scab labour and unreg-
istered ports.rrThe
bul let in contained an
instruct ion f rom the
TGlv[U telIing lory
dr ivers to respect pick-
et  l - ines--Sirs is now
tel l ing lorry dr ivers to
cross then.Pious words
are not enough;for wor- '
kers to win sol idar i ty is
needed,which means you
support  each otherrs
struggles and donrt  cross
picket l ines.The l -evel  of
c l -ass col laborat ion of
the ISTC is beconing rep-
uls ive to the extent
that BSG boss Bob Schol+
ey was an honoured guest
at  the recent ISTC con-
ference.

Prr{-  r laani  l -a al l  th isvvuy4 v\

the miners are st i l l  in
there.The stakes are
high.Thatrs why aI I  the
forces of  the state are
being employed to defeat
the str ike.This has inc-
l -uded growing violence

by the state a6ainst  the
miners.Two Yorkshire
miners have died 

'menhave been beaten,at tack-
ed with horses and dogs t
handcuffed, t ied to t rees ,
ja i led before t r ia l ,had
their  phones tapped,their
homes watched by pol ice,
and the freedom to travel_
taken away by the sett ing
up of  pol ice roadbl_ocks.
There have al_so been reD;
orts from miners that the
army has been used on
pickets--miners have seen
refat ives they know to be
in the arny dressed as
pol ice--and the clain in
"The Mj-ner ' r  (June 1st)
that  a soldier was dr iv-
ing a pol ice van dur ing
the mj-ners I  lobby of
Par l iament,which the
Government c l_ained was a
bomb disposal  team that
just  happened to be in
thA 9Yrat

A str iking mi-ner who
used to be a so]dier has
sent back his nedal_ he
won for t tservicel t  in N.
Ireland.He told the

cont inued over leaf
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These pictures rapt ly
bi t led | tArnies of  women
rn the marchtt expose the
nedia l ies that  women
r.re al l  str ike under-
niners and a conservat-
Lve inf l-uence. This i-mage
rf  women has been shatt-
: red into pieces.The
nessage is c lear--here
and al-l- around the wor]d
--women can be f ighters. .
For their  fani l ies rhus-
cands,chi ldren and each
rther.

WHY THIS TIIIE?I think
bhat when wonen looked
after the chi ldrenronly
nen could marchrbut i f
bhe women ask the men or
bhe men volunteer to
look af ter  their  chi ]dren
bhen the women can march.
r ' /omen have tradit ionally
been cal led the t ' reserve

army" of  l -abour.How true.
n/omen are the t ' reserve

army" of the labour move-
nent rand i ' ts struggles
are womens t  strrggles rbut

^romen 
are a signif icant

force . in their own right
1s rrThe I{ inerrr and trThe

forkshire i t iner" ful lY
recognise.

I 'm thinking of  the
ireenham Common woment

evicted every night,
every morning they set up
camp agai-n; and the str ik-
ing women at Barking
Hospi ta l ;and the Thornton
View Hospi ta l  occupat ion,
now over a year oldr led
by women in Bradford. I  rm

al-so thinking of the
Womens I Fire Brigade in
Canada rwho rrle shown the
way to 'meet r j -ot  pol ice--
equal ly pgotected and
armed ( they wore crash
hel-nets rcarr ied shiel-ds
of their own and trunch-
a^n anrr i  r rq l  an{-  o \  T)nn l  f
s\- , I l  EVU! v q+eu V- )  .  JJIJL!  U

forget the wonen in
Sol idar i ty who formed
their  own sect ionrand of
lat in America and Africa
where i t ts real Iy tough;
theyrve fought arned
(tney -have to).

But back to the nin-
ers I  wi-ves.  They I  re
showing the way the
Greenham women wil l
probably have to go r ie
more direct  act ion.The
miners I  wives have held
peaceful  demonstrat ions
so farrand organised
mutual aid schemes of
food etc ralong with
unarned ,unprotected
miners.This gives then a

great deal of Moral- Sup-
er ior i tyr t ruerbut is that
enough to win?Is this an
ARIVIY of working class
men and women?Are these
wives real ly marching,
or going through the
motions as al l  demon-
strators in Br i ta inrus
as wel l rhave done.I
know non-violent res-
istance takes guts rbut
I  wonder about the use
of i t  for  real-  v ictory.
I'mean WHY SHOUID YOU/!'iE
stand there and take i t
and go back next t i-me
and take more punishment
and unjust  harsh treat-
nent. f  th ink we al l
shoul-d start handing
some back out.Arm four-
qel r res -  dcmnngf rators andt  v v 4vr.L

pickets--and wear lots
of  protect i -ve gear.Attack
donrt  defendl

Now is the t ine to
f ight ,now is the t ime we
can get Thatcher and her
cronies worr ied-- the I ron
lady is not invincible--
she can be 'brought down
for good.Yesrshe is a
woman--a woman who is the
creat ion of  ruthless men
--the puppet of male rule
who has always been a

2

trai tor  to women:rrThe
best man Br i ta. in has got"
as President Reagan said.

Women are strong tog-
ether.Sisterhood is
powerful.And so i i lbroth-
erhood.Brotherhood and
sisterhood standing uni-
ted are more powerful .
st i l l - .The miners and
their  wives have stuck
together admirabl-y.As
TonoJ- o coi  r l  l l  A cr t r"nncr
QA,L)A,Va DaIut  n uvtvub

people needs no leaders".
I  donrt  bel- ieve

these strong women wi l - I
stand aside and watch
the creat ion of  a pseudo-
fascist  pol ice state,
Cruise nissi l -es hanging
over al- I  our heads rwhole
peoples starved to death,
the disappearances of
pol i t ical  act iv ists,  orPh-
aned chi ldren'pol i t ical
pol ice.  .  .

I  donrt  bel ieve the
men who inspire and suPP-
ort these women--the same
men who return to the
viol-ence of  the pickets--
who wash up and babYsit
so that the women can
organi-se and struggle t
wi l l  be defeated.UNITY
IS STRENGTH--SOIIDARITY

Migs rI-,eeds
DA}I.

1

FOR EVER!



After the v io lence of
Orgreave--where Mr Scar-
gi11 was not the only
miner in jured rbut only
one of  more than lOOrand
where pol ice behaviour
was so unrestrained that
it  embamassingly sl ipped
through the censorship
net and was tel_evised-
no:one can remain in
doubt about the threat of
c iv i l -  d isorder we now
fsoa

How much longer wil_l_
people to l_erate these
thugs--often armed and on
horseback--roaming the
streets at  wi l l -?Isnrt  i t
t ime we stopped thinking
of the pol ice state as
sonething that happens
in Latin America or East-
ern Europe but coul-d
never happen here?After
a1l , the Br i t ish pol ice
and army get plenty of
practi-ce in Northern
I rel-and--no wondpr.  tharr
are 

"r.pu"f" i"^'ii"r"ii"6
and temorism.

Examples of the real_
nature of the 1-1<>ori old
l l t ' l t ish botrby nt 'c c:ominp;
Lo ' l , lp; l r1;  l , l r i - r :k r t r r ( l  I ' r r r r l , .
fJr t r : l t  r iE t , l l , :  ln lnnl ' r r  I  wi  vnrr
1n Oprr: t l - r : forc j ,Yorknhir .e,
who wero co11cct, lnf l
uoney in therr  ioca_L
shopping.i centre : they wera
11u1 e L1y wa ! ! l r t t t  by put l
lcre uarlf.rle--d

I

seal ing of f  parts of  the
vi l lage with road blocks
and int imidated resid-
ents--including children
--both on bhe streets
and in their  homes.They
purposely f i I led the
streets wi th noise in
the early hours of the
norning.They arested
striking miners with
no excuserof ten very
brutal ly..The cl imax
of the temorism came
when police ran amok
among women and chil-
dren preparing meals
for str ikers in Bl id-
worth ha] l .

Fr ighteningly,  resi-
dents who tr ied to
telephone for help and
advice found thei_r
phones cut of  f  ,wi th
only the sound of pol_-
icemen laughing in the
background.

El-sewhere i t  is
common knowledge that
troops are being brought
in, i -n the guise of  pol-
ice, to add to their
c l rpnci ty for  v io lenco

Yrp;rrJ.nl1,  'wo I 'kc r ' [ r  .
Mt l lnwtr l . l  o rnt  Or,6: ; t , -

r l l lVf1 lWer 
I  y61 i l r ) f i l l  VJ,r :J.r f t t r r

t : r rvrr l t 'y  c l t r r l '1, ' ;ntr  by
mounted pol ice armed
with tmncheons ragainst
t rnarmod pickntn;nnd thc
blutal be[evluur uf t tre'rd' ltl "E&ft' *' trfr r,r...".

..-=--*
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worKers,nowever
cannot match the
strength and technical_
super ior i ty of  t ra ined,
wel l -equipped pol ice
and sofdiers.Our real_
strength l_ ies in the
workplace,not f f i ts iac

,PEACE KEEPING' IN
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE...

AN ARTIST'S IMPRESSION

SToRn

PIT
=-

to achi-eve victory
for the niners the
str ike must spread.
Sol- idar i ty can win--
the minerst-TEght is
al-l- our fight.

i

r  DA no.14 we pointed of  the non-appearance of
the role of Britain the AIIAC at the eicLrib-

"  t , , . ,p l , r rLtr t lOI l  t I ' r t  rJc " lL iotr  rur l ly  oLl tur ,  r - r r r lo rrr
[Irlt|ra-.brg' l.asl- l-


