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No-one wl l  I  ml aa 1985. I  f  wan
a bad year for  workera elmoat
everywhererand ln Br lLaln par=
t icular ly t ,here was l t t t le to
be proud of .

THEMINERS'BTRIKE cenre to I ta
tgnomlnlorra enr l  l r r  Hert ' l r . ' l ' l re
hero ignt  r r f  r 'ot t t r l  losr rr r  l r r r t t  g r t t r r l
l l te l r  fnrrr l l lFts idgi l i  l r : - t rayt , l  l ,v
l i ru nl tot i  a lg l r ler l  lc ' l f  l r r lFr tFHl
uf r  l rbout movamrnL yh€tr
l r .d- ' .  u-rr l l  
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Vtenna,which provoked Ehe prom-
lse of  yet  more retal iat ion
frorn Lhe blood-ecalned Tsrael i
E()VFrni l lenl  . . ,

' l ' l re l ls t  o[  1985'a low

lrr l t t l I  t tBar l t t r l  l re l r ro lo l rgrr l . l l r r t
I  t  l r  wnt I  l r  g lerr l  l r rg at  I  l re
yFnt elrear l , r l l l r  ps6l  r i \ rElr l ts l r l
t l l l r t l ,  l r r  +,+r leI  l  r  t | , /  arr , l  l  l r r r l
r ru l  wlrat  Hcr t  E l t r  f  ot  ,
.  _Hh+lr .nrny pFFFle BF EhF

Hungary, for  I re land- i t  wi l l
more i_mportant ly be a year
when the shape of  a terr i fy inp,
future for  the workine class
becomes more def in i ; ; -" ;a*; ; rn
inevi table.From now on the
going gets tough, as North Se,.r
0i l  product ion begins to dcc-
l ine and asset-str innino nf
Great Br i ra in r , ro ' r5 l ' i r i  i l . t  "go ing .

WFVE SEEN the decav of
heal th,educat ion and wc l l ' r r rc
provis ions-but the Fowlc ' r
review,coming into ef f t :cL laI t .
in 1986 wi l l  make previc lus cut  u
seem tr i f  l  ing.  ONLY' A DETERM I NI. : t )
AND SERIOUS RESISTANCE BY A
UNITED WORKING CLASS can savc
mi l l ions f rom a descent into
poverty unseen here for  gener-
aLions.

Wt ' \ r t  S€EN I  l r r .  r t .nrorBcless
r ' r  ual l  l r rg ol '  t  l re Nl lM arrd Lhe
r r l t  I  l t lF,  l r I  nf  d nrv,  l roFiHeHl
t l l t l r r i l  : r t i l i l i lH I  l tc-  l l t l r t r , rc.NrrW., l t | | '

ed r i th an! I  -cnlelr  l r l l r l r I tun,
f€ual  u l l t t t ru rrrr  t ra l l r l  aru



: lend for a knighthood'whi le
re rank and f i le would set t le
rr  e lot  less.The rhetor lc
r t r r=l f  "gol ,ng back with our
rar la l re Id high" is now r8

tGtr  own homes. .  .
THE DEVASTATII.IG FAMINE in

:r ica cont inued i ts agonis ing
l l l .Band-aid became the fash-
neble cure for  the man-made
Leease of  sEarvat ion,but how
rny of  those who bought a
r lec conscience by donat ing
lve any thought to the ef fect
I  their  own l i festy les on the
lr ld 's hunger?And what about
re huge food surpluses,des-
royed dai ly and benef i t t ing
r ly the greedy farmers of  the
Ef luent countr ies?

lN SOUTH AFRICA violence in-
ensi f ied as state repression
lashed with the people 's anger
r t  we have seen l i t t le s ign of
mass industr ia l  mobi l isat ion

ga inst  apartheid-someEhing
ndispensible to a genuine
ight for  f reedom for black
SrKers.  .  .

CANCER struck Ronnie Reagan,
.r t  lef t  h im f i t  enough to
hake hands with Mikhai l  Gorba-
hev in Geneva- before going
cme to set  of f  a tesE of  the
o-ca1led "defensive" weaDon
utely named af  ter  a k ids- '  sci-
i  f i lm.The world 's Peace is in
ood hands. .  .

THE CRIMhIALIiISANITY Of tiI-
or- tat  terror ism had almost
he last  word in 1985,with the
alesE. in ian revenge squad
ttacks on airports in Rome and

c
anniversar ies -  f 'or Spain,  for

@tq

aT{d,no6t af fccElve or ar }  r  tne

easy tact !c of  d i : r ide:al$ ' - ru1e
chr6ugh buying of f  powerful
mlnor l t lee, the Tor lee wi l l  t ry
a conclualve etL€ck on organ-
laeel  lebour ln Ehls counEry.
UNLESS THE RANK AND FILE CAN
CARRY OUT VICOROUS,UNITEP
RF:SlSTANCE,ehe bcnef lca of  a
century 'a arrugglc end cect l -
f ice by worker!  wl l l  be lorE,
along er l th hop€8 for a decenE
future.

WTVE SEEN the pr lvaElaat lon
of Br i t ish Telecom (the prof t t -
able part  of  the Post Off lce
1986 wi l l  be the year Thatcher 'e
r ich f r iends get to buy Br i t ish
Gas and the Water Author i t ies
(vi ta l  services to every
fami ly)at  knock-down pr ices.
What 's next for  pr ivat isat ion-
hospi ta ls ?Prisons?The pol  ice?
WORKERS MUST REFUSE TO ACCEPT
THIS,AND MUST ACT ON THAT
REFUSAL NOWI

AND TItNOVELTY of 1986?We
predict  the Channel Tunnel  as
Mrs Thatcher 's c iv i l  engineer-
ing Falk lands Factor.With less
bloodshed and expense than a
smal l  war, i t  provides the per-
fecc excuse for Ehe government
and their  lap-dogs in the press
to enjoy an orgy of  sel f -g lor-
i f icat ion.Less superf ic ia l  ly '  i t
wi l l  provide abundant (short-

term) jobs in the South East,
whi le robbing dockers and sea-
farers of  their  remaining ind-
ustr ia l  power-and their  jobs-
most ly in the North (whi-ch wi l l
b leed to death as industry
gravi tates toward the Tunnel) .
I t  wi l l  a lso be an ideal  chance
( in v iew of  the secur i ty prob-
lems a tunnel  poses) to in-
crease the arms and the Powers
of the pol ice.

ANOTHER REASON WHY WE MUST
MAKE 1986 THE YEAR OF RESISTANCE!

BRBAK THE SCALES



torruards a
ranlr and file

movement

IDEAs 9 ACTION
The end of  the miners '

str ike saw the Left  in Br iE-
ain take uD an interest ino
range of  posi t ions.  Whi le i t 's
not necessary to go into the
var ious "party l ines" here, i t
is  certainly relevant to
comment on and try to chal l -
enge the major bel ief  chat
indusErial  struggle has,for
the t ime being,been la id to
rest  by t .he state.

A number of  lef t is t  groups
have compared the miners '
str ike wi th the per lod of
syndical  is  t  grow^th at  the
beginning of  the twent ieth
century.  Predictably,  aI  I  have
come out againsE syndical ism
in general  and anarcho-
syndical ism in part icular.
i^ Ihat  is interest ing is the

THEONLY ALTERNATIVE?
Considerable emphasis has

been placed on the Broad Left
as the only al ternat ive to the
increaslng domlnance on Ehe
I l lght  Wlng and the pract  tce of

decis ion to conEest the recent
elect ions for  general  secret-
arv.-  George I ' l i l  l  iamson, member
of USDAW and BLOC analYses
BLOC's disastrous defeat as
f  o l  lowsl 'Broad .Lef t  f  e l  E that 

'
g iven the opPortuni tY to Put
i ts pol ic ies to the acciv ists
and the membershiP, i t  would be
possible Eo wi.n suPPort  over
the heads of  the major i tY of
of f ic ia ls. . . "  buE also notes

that "many of  the branches
cast their  voEe on a t iny
minor iEy of  the membershiP.For
example- Garf ie ld Davies (r ight
wing-victor of  the elect ion)
own branch,Ipswich General ,
which has 713 members,voEed
for him by three votes to cwo
wlth Davies present and
vot ing".

USDAW has a highlY central-
ised union machinerY,where

ful l - t ime of f ic ia ls have a
large inf luence,with a 1ow
level  of  membershiP act iv i tY
in many branches,and BLOC's
part ic ipat ion in union elec-
t ions does nothing to change
this s i tuaEion.

The problems fectng USDAW
memhcrE BrF nul  BolnB t€ 3rt
Ettr tBVrThe need , fcF €tsFlv lBlE lE
HR*tE Ef€BR€ th€ pt€sstag

dav'  to dav issues is as strong
tto*o ut  i t -would have been i f
Bi l l  Connors, the BLOC candid-
ate had won.

The fundamental  d i f ference
bb tween anarcho- sYndical  is ts
and the major i tY of  the ret t
i r  ot t  anaiYsis-  of  the Prgb-
lems facing the working class'
Whi le the lef t  would argue
l i i r i  c t t " t "  exists a "cr is is of

IeadershiP" theY are inevi t -
,Ufy t"A down a Path of  e lecE-
ion!,comPromise and Part ic iP-
at ion in bureaucrat ic
machinerY.As a resul t  EheY
fai l  in.  the . tasl1 of  organis ing
the rank ancl  t l re.

Whi le no-one can denY that
we face a cr is is, iE is far
deeper than a s imPle matter of
changing Ieaders,whether-  in
USDAI, ' ]  or  the next general
elect ion.Our cr is is is a
cr is is of  organisat ion.

we must-reco[iTsE that the
present reformist  nature of
t rade unions Prevents them
even maintaining todaY's
1 iv ine standards,  let  a lone
offer lng a chal lenge to the

Ins tead, I  ike Bakunin,we
adopt two basic concepts:
an absolute conf idence in the
creat ive capaci ty of  the work-
ing c lass,and the necessi ty
for a revolut ionary organis-
at ion-an organisat ion that
can win the pol i t ical  argu-
ments wi th in the working
c1ass.

REALTTIES

The necessi tY of  bui ld ing
a rank and f i le movement must
be seen against  the real i t ies
of the anarcho-sYndical ist
movement in Br i ta in.We cannot
hope to create overnight a
rank and f i le organisat ion out
of  the membershiP and Per iPh-

ery of  the DAM/IWA.In any case
such an organisat ion has to be
bui l t  on sound foundat ions

Our f i rst  steps should be
towards sett ing up an indus-
tr ia l  network of  rn i l i tants,
boch esEabl lehlng .contaceg

al ternat ives of fered



miners '  str ike, then the most
important quescion is,whY did
thbv fai l  io del iver baslc
sol idar i ty acclon dur ing,  the
vear- long str ike?

The BLOC is an organisat ion
almost EoEal lY geared towards
f ieht ing union elect ions.  IEs
r. Iknesi  is  i ts fundamenEal
or ienEat ion towards "scal ing
the heighls" of  the labour
movement rather Ehan arguing
the basic Pol iu ics of  working-
i r"r"  sol i iar i tY and rank-and-
f i le act iv ism.

LOST OPPORTUNITY

When the BLOC organised the
lobbv of  the 1984 TUc confer-
ence,their  organisers Predict-
ed a mass demonstrat ion of
20,000.0n the daY, theY achiev-
ed only 5,000,but more imPort-
ant ly,no delegat ions t rom any
large factory or workPlace
were reoresented on the march.
Anv chance to turn their  much-
out l ic ised "General  Str ike"
into real i t .y was losc due to
their  basic inabi l i tY to comP-
lete the necessarY work
amongst rank and f i le act iv-
ists-and mount a successful
campaign of  industr ia l
so1 idar i ty.

The actual  usefulness of
t ry ing to uni te rank and f i le
act iv lsts around a Pol icY of
mobi l isat ion for  e lect ions can
be seen not onlY to fa i l  to
provide supPorE dur ing a large
icale 'conf iontat ion wi th the
state,but in the daY-to-daY
batt les against  emPloYers and
the union bureaucracY.

IJSDAW

Rank and file Gonference
rrvrecked by marxists

On the 30th November 1985 a
conference was held in Shef-
f ie ld to discuss rank and f i le
in i t iat ives.  The conference was
cal led by a number of  rank and
f i le groups, the R&F Bui ld ing
Workers,  R&F I ' l iners ,  Scott ish
R&F Teachers and R&F Teachers
83. The conference was also
attended by members of  unem-
ployed workers groups and
members of  pol i t ical  grouPs.

The conference was general lY
disrupted by marxist  grouPs who
appeared to have no idea of
what rank and f i le organisat ion
is or of  independent workers
organisat ion.  The greatest  b i t
of  marxist  interference was
when Ehe Workers Power grouP
tr ied to use the conference to
instruct  the R&F Miners \" thdE to
do, th is was of  course stoPPed
by the R&F groups and anarch6
syndical ists present.

Verv l i t r le construct ive
act iv i tv came from the confer-
ence, which was bogged down
with debat ing abstract  resol-
uEior,s rather than the ways
and , : r ' :ans of  achieving working
class v ictor ies and bui ld ing
a wider I {&F movement.  Al though
the meet ing of  people wi th
simi lar  ideas of  independent
working class organisat ion can
only be construct ive in the
long run,

The conference decided to
organise another conference in
1986. This wi l l  only be worth-
whi le and construcEive i f  the
R&F groups emphasise the basic

! , r inciples of  R&F orgenisat i .on
and keep out those poi i t rcal
groups whose only inten' ; ion . i is
ro take over such grcups and
use them to bui ld thei : r  own
oart ies in order to teI I  the
working class what to do.

selves as l i t t le more than
party f  ront-s-groups unwl l  l ing
Eo truBt the workers in runn-
lng cheir  own movements or in
forming a genuine democrat ic
base for a real  a l ternat ive to
the present reformist  union
organisat  ion .

At  no t ime does this mean
that as anarcho-syndicals ists
we hide our pol i t ics and
actempt to give the imPression
that we do not consider the
rank and f i le in i t iat ive an
essent ia l  bui ld ing block of
anarcho-syndical  is t  unionism.
We wi l l  need to argue the
organisat ional  l imi tat ions of
rank and f i le movements and
the need to go further and
form an anarcho-syndical ist
labour movement.

CTIALLENGE THE TUC

The DAM pamphlet "What
About the Unions?" quotes an
engineer ing shop steward as
saying "The unions are in for
a s laughter ing,and only f rom
the remnants wi l l  an ef fect-
ive labour organisat ion be
bui l t " .This v iew was poPular
dur ing the miners '  str ike.ManY
act iv ists exPressed a dismaY
that the TUC had not suf fered
more dur i -ng the str ike.Al though
the TUC is aE an al l - t ime
1ow in i ts standing within the
labour movement, i t  is  undoubt-
edly part  and parcel  of  the
state '  s machinery,and there-
fore,wi th in the foreseeable
future,because i t  is  necessarY
Eo the state '  s existence. i t
wi l l  not  col lapse of  i ts  own
accord.

What separates us f rom
ultra- lef t is ts SrouPs is our
bel ief  in organisat ion. I f  the
TUC is to 5-e1::-6-rrrte from
ful f i l l ing i ts role as ind-
ustr ia l  saboteur, i t  has to be
chal lenged by an organised and
educated working class.This
means a sol id,organised rank
and f i le movement.


