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MILLIONAIRES?
Brit ish Workcrs arc oncc agein in thc ni l l -

ionairc cless. On thc Dolc! within thc ncrt 12

nonths, thc nunbcr of uncnploycd 1n this Coun-

try v i11 alnost ccrtainly reach 2 ni I l ions.
This . is a dircct rcsult  of thc Lebour Govcrn-

mentrs rcfusal to rcf letc thc cconony unti l  tho
rcnaining workors hevc -rcgeincd thcir "prof i t-
abi l i ty". This ncena producing morc for lcss
wagcs. Thc TUC, cndorscd thc 96 incrc.sc l ini t
wi l l  covcr only e frect ion of thc cost of l iv-
ing incrceccc during L975-76-

In thc gccond quartcr of this yc.r pricca rosc
by over So%.tfegc sctt lcncnts ovdr thc last 12

nonths have averaged liss than Zoft and it rust

be renenbered that thc grcatcst ragc incr€ts.cs

rent to those alroady in thc top i-ncoD brackct '
Pol icc,Civ i l  ScrviccrLocal  Govt.sr l l r ics aI I

increascd by up to 4O%.Thc top brass of coursc

got thc largcst sharc of thc catc' I f  shop

rorkcrs wcrc grentcd thc rbolc of thc pernittcd

€6 increase - Yhich thcy ron't- i t  tould nean

a regc r ise of 25% fot rcst of thcn'Wc nust

appleud the ni l i tancy of thc Hausc of Comtons

in"r inning"thcir hugc ragc r i tc at thc lest

possiblc morcnt.
A CAPITAL OINEOOK

Though thc outlook ic blc.k for Bri t ish

rorkerg,for thc C.pitsl ist class thc future

looks qui tc rosy.Sincc rc io incd thc E.E.C'
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"lyhat do you Yhink ebout this Labour
Govcrnmcnt thcn?" qucricd thc gir l  sel l ing
'Workcrs Prcss' outside Manbrc Sugars, in
Hamcrsmith, es f cane off thc night shif t
last nonth. No doubt tho qucstion, rhich
nust have been inspired. by thc Governnerlts
current econonic moasures, requircd detai led
tr€atncnt, but al l  I  could iu€!6tr:-,raa a sickly
sexist sni le as I f led after thc nrmbir l I
bus. Leaving ny matc to luttcr thrt i t  *as
a bit early in the norning to be thinking
of th ings l ike that .

MANBRE
Of coursc unknovn to'  thcsc trots, thc pro

cess workers of Manbre had iust actcd out a

I i t t1e drama over pey in which thc Labour Gov-

ernmcnts pol icios playcd no snal l  part i rn inf-

Iucncing the outcone- Thc workors rho had at

first bien reluctant to acccpt thc nanagcmcnts

offcr of a €5-6 per rcckrnon-ncgotiabtc and

vith no furthcr pay r ises unti l  October 1976,

suddenly snatched the bosscs hand off '
Over night the vorkers at Manbre had become

arare'that some kind of rege freeze pol icy was
intho pipel ine and rantcd to gct thcir incrcasc
bc{orc i t  camc into effect. This is unl ikely to

be thc end dlf  the nattcr, since the lads at Man
bre are sure to be pursuing another rise vell
beforc the Octobcr 1976 deadline is reached

As with al l  authorltarian solut ions the basic
problcn has bccn shclved, hiddin and disguiscd,
unti l  the confl ict is rcsuncd at a later detc.

SOCIAL CONTLICT
National ccononics is .a mystcry to nost of

usrfcv feel genuincly obl igcd to put thcnsclvcs

out to propi 'up our cuncnt ccononic crisis.
Most pcoplG, f  suspect considcr the prcsent
econonic systern set-up cheats them, in somc
way or other. But to date nogt have bcen con-
tcnt r i th to makc snel l  and slox inroads into
the reatth of the country, rhl lc re try to gct

our orn back by fiddling the systcn through
hiddcn"techniques of iob control 

'  
expcnccs

frauds, and lying to the SS. and so on.
What has now startcd upsett ing this tradit l ,

ional gane is thc growing powcr of sonG sect-

ions of organiscd labour which has bogun dis-

rupting thc structure of rerards. One of thc

results of this of this has been the current

inf lat ionary s i tuat ion in rhich the Br i t ish

niddlc classcs struggle to maintein thcir pay

diffcrentiels egainst strong groups such es

the nincrs.
In othcr vords, rhat vc arc nottr xi tncssing

is a confl ict in vhich elcmcnts in thc niddlo-

clssses f ight for their privi lcgcs a1d a l ians

sharc of scarcc rogourccs' egeinst tho chel l-

cngo from tcl l  organised sections of the rork-

ing c l rssca.

THE .t;xPERT REMEDT-E;I'
In this situation tvo nain schools of thought

conpctc for thc ettention of thc govcrnrncnt ' '

offcr ing thcnsclvcs as instant solut ions to the

Netions problcDs
Firstrthosc rho edvocatc incomcs pol icics l ikc

thc onc currcntly bcing tr icd by thc Lebour gov-

crnmcntrJ.X.Gelbraith argucs thet a pcrncnent

incomcs Fol icy rould rcducc inequali ty,hclp thc

lor peid,avoid larga scalc unonploytr lcnt and ia

vltr l  to anyrstahlc ccononv.This approech looks

to the Statc to dctomine incomc lcvcls and dcal
y i th dissat isf icd c lcncnts.Onc sneg herc is thet
al l  thc f ive previous post var incones pol icics

have fai led. I t  is  l ikc ly that  the curront onc
is tbr6ely a shot in thc dark and that i ts ef f -
ect ivc l i fe yit l  b6 -short iAlso,es soon es thc
novclty bcgins to wcar off for the trade unions
and their ncnbcrsri t  wi l l  become impossiblc for
thc sovcrnrnent to enforce i t .

The monetarist posit ion reiects this state iot-

crfcrcncs on inconesrend claims that thc corrcct
mcthod is for the governnent to l ini t  the moncy
supply -control l ing thc crcdit ' .and cut back on
public spcnding.This could producc nass uncnploy-
ment and bankruptcics rhich in theory should
solve i r l f lat ion by ray of  the market.This is pure
cconomic theory bascd on thc assumption that the
narkct  can be lcf t  f rec to operate the' Iaws'of
supply and dcmand in isolat ion fron al l  othcr
human act iv i ty. In real i ty of  course,the probable
conscquonccs of such a pol icy would be widcspread
factory occupat ions,  r iots,  and possibly revolut ion.

Thc essencc of these authoritarian solut ions,
be they basod on State intervcntion and inconcs
policy,or monctary pol icy,arc that they arc prcs-
entcd as instent renedics to hunan problcns.That
is thcy imply *hat the governnent by yaving a
magic sand end t ightening money supply or adjust-
ing taxca or passing l  1ar on incones,nay solve
the econonic situation.The history of the past
tcn yearshas shorn us tho poverty of such in-
gcnious schencs and short cuts fronbboth pol i t-
icians and econonists.

THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM
A Spaniard oncc told ne that his father was not

angry after hc'd bccn chcatcd by a gypsy because
tha fraud hed been carr icd out clcgantly with
an clcmant of chart.Thc chatm which thc labour
govt.and various capital ist manage",rents oncc had
for ordinary pcoplc is wear ing thin, in fact  i t  is
bccoming an insult to our intel lcgence.

What thc pol i t ic ians and cconornj.sts are doing
is trying to solvc the problens of economic
scarcity and other aspccts of the cconomy by
rcsort ing to a scries of clcver tr icks and Short
tcrm remediesrvhich hclp maintain a power set-up
largcly unacceptablc to the najor i ty.At the
semc t ine most vorkers often s€em to regard their
orn manegcment as either. unimsEinative or incom-
pctent.

Now in th is s i tuat ion hor can.therc bc any Last '
ing or sat isfactory solut ion to ei ther the over-
al l  econonic situation in the countiy or at fact-

ory levcl? CIear lY therc cannot.
The Syndical ist  posi t ion on this quest ion is

that thc root of the problcn can only be tacklcd
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