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In Brief
GROUPS whose posters are un-
lawfully flyposted can be prose-
cuted if they fail to remove them,
the High Court has ruled. It
doesn't matter whether or not they
knorv about the flyposting. Th;:
ruling came in a case involving the
British Union for the Abolition of
Vivisection. .They had originally
been cleared on the srounds that
they had not authorisid the post-
ing. Derby City Council then wrote
to BUAV ordering removal of the
posters. On appeal by the Council
BUAV were convicted, as f lypos-
t ing is a 'continuing offence'.
People producing identif iable post-
ers, please note.

Riot
RIOT is becoming disreputable.
Tr ials fol lowing the miners'  str ike
have been col lapsing and there is
cr i t ic ism about the costs.  Thir teen
men have becn found not gui l ty of
r iot ing outside the Nat ional Coal
Board off ices in Doncaster last
June. This t r ia l  took two months.
Thc prosecut ion has rv i thdrawn
chalgcs zrgainst l4 mcn, chargcd
with r iot  and unlawful  assembly at
Orsreavc coking plant.  The tr ia l  of
another c ight  is duc to begin.  A
total  of  137 pcoplc werc charged
rvi t l r  r iot ine ( ' thrcc or ntore people
.  .  in thc exccut i t lu t t f  a common
purposc t()  usc forcc or violence')

during the miners' strike. The
cases so far heard have failed in the
face of prosecut ion statements
about pickets, 'marauding the
streets, demol ishing lamp stan-
dards. making and throwing molo-
tov cocktai ls,  bui lding barr icades
and hurl ing stones, br icks and
bott les at the pol ice' .  Hundreds of
thousands of pounds in court  costs
have occurred. The lesson to be
learnt,  according to the Attornev
General,  is thai  pol ice evidence
about ' ident i f icat ion'  in such cases
can be very dubious.

Meanwhi le.  the Orsreave tr ia l
has disclosed sect ions- of a con-
f ident ia l  manual, 'Publ ic Order
Tact ical  Opt ions' .  This is compi led
by the Associat ion of Chief Pol ice
Officers and is restricted to officers
above the rank of Assistant Chief
Constable. A great deal of  l iberal
and civi l  l iberar ian heat is beinu
generated over i ts recommendal
t ions. which are, in fact,  wel l
known to anybody observant on
the receiv ing end.

Lock 'em Awav
IHERE has been a t lurry of
conf l ic t ing reports on pr ison scn-
tencing pol ic ies. The governntcl- l t
wi l l  make a second attempt to givc
the prosecut ion the r ight to appcal
against  lenient sentences. The
Prime Minister tolc l  a convcl ' r t iorr
of  the Anrer ican Bar Associat ion.
The l 'eel ing is snrwirrq in our

countrv and elsewherc that  sortrc

of the sentences which have been
passed have not measured up to
the enorrnity of the crimes'.

These statements show the fine
tuning of the PM's pol i t ical  nose,
as other surveys have not yet
managed to detect such an upswell.
The second British Crime Survey,
conducted for the Home Office
and contact ing 11 ,000 homes,
claims that people. including vic-
t ims of cr imes, do not want harsher
pr ison sentences. Amongst the
findings of the survey was that fear
of crime, especially rape and
burglary, was much higher among
people who had least r isk of
coming into contact with i t  and that
this const i tuted a problem in i tsel f .
Presumably,  few of  these 11,000
homes were in Finchley.

Meanwhi le.  the pr ison popula-
t ion cont inues to grow. l t  has r isen
by 12% in the past year,  to over
48,000. (Remember those com-
ments by an ex-Home Secretary.
that 46,000would be 'an affront to
a civ i l ised society 'J) Off ic ials are
reported to be frant ical ly analysing
stat ist ics in an attempt to f ind out
why.

Rats
THIS column has commented
before on the rat problems in the
Far East.  Some Indonesian local
author i t ies have introduced a new
measure. Couplcs must pay l0 rats
to marrv and 20 for a divorce.

DP



Adamic wrote.
In reply to Drowned Rat, their

edition of The Chinese Anarchist
Movement will seem to be a new
publication to anyone who doesn't
know it already. There is no
objection to reprinting Cienfuegos
(or any other) publications -
though the Freedom Press hasn't
considered doing so - only to
doing so without acknowledge-
ment '  

Nw

Class Violence
In the lasl issue of Freedom, Eric
TFG argued that "there is no point
in class war" and "the true fight is
the individqal against the state".
Has this comrade forgotten some-
thing? The state arose primarily as
an instrument of class repression,
therefore it is hardly likely that
those individuals who reap vast'
benefits from it's continued exist-,
ence are going to be in opposition'
to it. Secondly I would like to
challenge his notion that class war
anarchism is necessarily some kind
of macho glorification of conflict:
recognising that the rich and
powerful will only give up their
positions through violence is not
macho, just realistic. Whenever
the homogeneity of the ruling class
has been threatened in the past,
our rulers have never shirked from

employing extreme violence.
Don't kid yourself that the present
day welfare state is any more
benevolent, it 's just more sophisti-
cated, that 's al l .  (Besides, the
pitiful "welfare" that we do have
today, far f rom redistr ibut ing
wealth, serves our rulers' interests
by providing them with healthy
wage-slaves and efficient .cannon-
fodder.)

Anyway. violence is not an
exclusively male phenomenon, and
it would be sexist to suggest
otherwise. Just because women in
this capitalist patriarchal society
are conditioned to be passive etc,
this doesn't mean that the same is
true elsewhere: in fact fhe bulk of
anthropological evidence demons-
trates otherwise. The image of
passive women peace protestors is
both lauded and mocked by the
media, and plays into the hands of
those we are protesting against. A
group of people, however large, if
adopting a non-violent stance im-
mediately nullify any threat that
might be offered.

Surely the many examples of
those in authori ty committ ing gross
acts of indecency demonstrates
what we are up against. Look at
what the filth did at Stonehenge for
a more contemporary example.
Have a look into the social
psychology of people Iike Milgram
and Zimbardo. Both amply de-
monstrate that those in authority
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are easi ly cajoled into committ ing
murderous acts ei ther when
ordered to do so by a higher
authori ty.  or when given posit ions
of power. People are not necessari-
ly evi l ,  but we should endeavour to
destroy the authoritarian struc-
tures that corrupt them, whi lst  not
forgetting that it was people who
created them in the first instance.

Maybe CW do go a bi t  over the
top with regards to celebrating
class v io lence, but so what?
They've at least woken people up
to the fact that anarchists do exist '
(even i f  most of the publ ic i tv has
deen bad) and this hasst imulated a
wider interest in anarchism gen-
erally. Are CW so violent as sirme
would have us bel ieve? In one
issue of CW it said . . . "we reject
middle class wanking fantasies
revolving round armed revolu-
t ion".  Is their  emphasis upon
humour and violence not impor-
tant in making their  (and other
anarchist literature) more easily
accessible?

Revolution involves changing
ourselves and the way in which we
relate to others (and vice versa).
Whi le the state exists we cannot do
this,  hence we must accept the sad
inevitabi l i ty of  c lass war as the only
way in which we shal l  be freed
from the eternal bondage of the
state. Yours,

Macho Spiteful (TVAM)
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