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Readmitted to AFA
ON 31 MAY 1986, a delegate maeting of
Anti-Fascist Action considered a report
of the actual evidence that Class War has
fascist connections, and promptly lifted
the suspension of Class War from the
organization. The meeting also accepted
a recommendation that any such allega-
tions against an AFA affiliate in future
should be investigated immediately, ‘so
that months of doubt, bad feeling, and
suspicion can be avoided’.

Class War was suspended from AFA in
October 1985, following twn articles by
David Rose in The Guardian, alleging that
Class War was more or less a front organi-
zation for the National Front. Most of
the information for these articles came
from the anti-fascist journal Searchlight.
Class War’s suspension was ratified at the
National AFA Conference in February,
by a two-thirds majority (about 170 for
to 80 against), and some 70 delegates and
observers walked out talking of a ‘witch-
hunt’. The conference then set up a
commission of enquiry, consisting of
Geoff Robinson and John Penney, to
consider the evidence and recommend
whether or not Class War should be ex-
pelled. '

The nine allegations against Class War,
and (in brief summary) the findings, are
1. Leading members of CW had been

members of the National Front.

No evidence.

2. CW dllowed racist and sexist articles to

appear in its publications.,

The Guardian articles quoted from a
piece written by a 15-year-old in the
CW publication Angry, ‘.. the anti-
white sentiments of the Caucasian
guilt-ridden middle<lass extreme left,
constantly bombarding us with dogmas
about the rights of coloured immi-
grants’. AFA would have to judge how
seriously to treat CW’s proclamation
of its spotless anti-racist credentials.
But there is no evidence of any pattern
of racist articles; this is the only
example.

. CW members have been overheard to

make racist remarks.
No evidence.

. CW acted as police agents provocateurs

on demonstrations.

Some of their actions may have been
tactically inadvisable, but there is no
evidence they were acting under police
instruction,

. CW members made Nazi salutes on

demonstrations.
Sarcastically, not as a show of fascist
sympathies.

. CW tolerated an NF presence on

events like Stop the City.

The evidence the NF were there is
only in an NF publication. No evi-
dence CW knew about it or would
have tolerated it.

. Racist fanzines were distributed from

CW premises.

CW uses, but does not control, premises

in Wapping shared by many. A racist

fanzine was distributed there but had
nothing to do with CW.

8. CW members or supporters harrassed,

burgled, and racially abused premises
and personnel of the African Refugees
Housing Action Group.
Before the house was allocated to
ARHAG it had beensquatted by young
people who included peripheral sup-
porters of CW. The squatters were
evicted and squabbled with the tenants:
they would have squabbled whoever
the tenants were. CW protests that their
readers would never go in for racial
abuse, but CW’s anarchism and anti-
racism were less clearly stated then
than they have been recently, and they
cannot be sure what their periphery
was doing. Now CW has published its
manifesto, peripheral racists will soon
drift off,

9. CW members were involved in attacks
on the Mushroom bookshop in
Nottingham.

The quarrel at Mushroom bookshop

has nothing to do with this enquiry.

In sum there are a few criticisms of Class

War, but the group and publication which

comes really badly out of the investigation

is Searchlight.

Searchlight gave the naive David Rose
the material for his articles, then took a
leading role in attacks on Class War at
AFA delegate meetings and the AFA
conference. But when asked to supply
evidence to a formally constituted
enquiry, they came up with nothing
at all. The report says, ‘We are bemused
by Searchlight’s role in this affair’

WHATS WRONGE WITH Gems
g MIDDLE CLASS  SPRANERT
== a7 2As T The mipows THATS TuST AS
i |CLAES Know A BIT ABoUT THE F ‘COS THEY Kniow/
WoRLD Arounso THEM £ | Soo ALL
ABOVT LIFETT

CLASS KNOW SO MUCH ABOUT

‘THat's A’ 22
THATS ALLT

¥ PoinTr

YEAH, ALL RIGHT, tanmie !
JUST BEAWE AL YOU
OET EVERY YEAR IS
SoAP-on-A- ROPE!

Lawky Wirmpr

YE-£-ES EXACTLY ! PRovEs
M

AW SHADPAP You 8is

LIFE ,How cOME THEY'RE
30 RUDE AND INTOLERAMUT

Z
—— 5 : Y
\ 1"\(‘ "
H o
& R
@ :

} s : l&\ '

‘Riew Famiy 227° 7
AND WHAT was T,
PRRY, THAT You GoT FoR

weLs, %

MAYEE 'cos THEY W A THER OL' VIDED
) PREFER IT To Bawl REcoRDER OFF ME Os! MAN,

TWO=-SACED AnD
Nt [ NEUROTIC ke YouR RiCH Farity-~

THATIS Are !

OH, THE MEAVY PERSONAL INSULTS

Now, EHZ WELL THAT'S HOw Lows

\ You AR’ you JUG - EARED,
)

PEASANT?

1
sl

= ik L 4
e 1 0 ]
I by A 4 4’
WHAT'S S0iN6 oN ? wHATIS ALL THIS RACKET 2 )

Es
gy AV




