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Beyond Eurocommunism
The Br i t ish Communist  Party has been taken over by

stv led 'Eurocommunists ' .  Many 1lbertar ians v iew the occasion

of leninists fa l l inq -  out  as a t ime for revo]uLionar ies

: ;ervwhere to rejoice;  others caut iousl-y welcome any inchin awa

I3 AI" IYONE had suggested in L975
:: ,a:  in ten years t  t ine a monthly
&alaznne publ ished by the
lwums:nist  Party woul .d be making
ai . ]€ lmtel lectual  running on the
E::- , ish lef  t ,  nobody t  in the knowl
- 'n:* :Lc have been ab- ' le to resist  a
=.-- : ;ger.

At that  t ime, the CP had the
r: .= of  a corpse which had been

decomposing for th i r ty Years.  I t
was l .os ing i ts meinbership raprdly;
i ts ideol .ogy seemed neanderthal . ;
and i ts pract ice consisted J.argeJ y

of bureaucrat ic manoeuvr ings
within a few trade unions. Nothing
about the CP was remotely
appeal ing.  And yet in 1985. .  .  br ight
young (weI l ,  for ty ish) boys and
gir ls,  wear ing expensive glasses
and chic kni twear and cal l  ing

from stal in ism. Have the changes rn the C P gone far e

PauI Anderson doesn' t  th ink sor and here he tel ls wh

::- : :T: : IY JOURNAL O AUTUMN I985



986 r. Nhrnrnv O rvNun00 ,tr r uv0 r r0s
q6noq1 uaAg ' , slcadse pee, ael

Jano , slcadse poo6 r ag? go qdrunr:l
aql 01 ppaT Aoqauos TTTA ' , eAoqP

uro.lJ: lu-Io]a.I r Jo luTq TPTSrJJO
laq?ouP Jo auo ,drqs:apea1

fo abueqc .rsr.trlouP Jo auo 1pq1
adoq lsure6e 6urdoq ,srre-l1s lP

r{J1n tc tr"r"tl , peelsur : rrusrf ercos
6urlsrxa r(11enlcP r Jo FlTTea.z

Tprcos qsJpq aqt F'J1ecr1euralstrs
pue XlTecTlTf,c asfrleue

01 pasnJa.r aneq fraq1 ?ng

' (uB?srueq619 pue er{plofsoqcazJ

lo suorsenur aq? sp qcns) Acrlod
u6re:o; larnos ur I s.zoJ;a I urel-rao

peslcrtT.rc aABq Faq+ pup 3 ( rlJeur
aL{1 da1s:anor lou op asaql lpql
uoTlTpuoc uo) serfarcos qcns ur

sluaurenour uorlrsoddo rotr l:oddns
(u:eaae>1n1) peprnord aneq fraql

Jsartalcos adAl-?araos Jo prooe-l
slr{6r: ueurnq oql lnoqe slqnop
pesTer z(1ure?.rac aAEq fraql

',usTTeroos 6ur1s1xa I11en1cPr fo
seur6a: eql lo enbt11.rc alenbape

up a{TT burqttruB ur a6e6ua
01 paTTP] a^eq slslunuruoco.rng

aq? sTr{1 r{1TA lualsf suoc 'pTes
aq ol seq 1T 'pue - puocas

'l]aT eql uo asfnocsTp

1e:n1d A1eu1nua6 Jo e.rntTnc e

JO acueualuTPlrr pue uoTfealc aq1 01

lUAUlTlrnUOC pelels I SlSTununUOCOlng
oql uT a^arTaq 01 lTnsTIlTp
JeI{le.r sr 1T 'sacuPlsunclT c
qcns uI 'I|roTToJ TTTA SASSeU

aq1 '1ca:Joc ]T 't{cTqn I sauTT I
fo uoTlpTnu.ror eq1 Jo .rellPlu
e sT r(11e4-z scTtTTod TPcrpP.r
raqlaqA pnoTp pe.rapuoA auoTe

1eT ',sau11r ouTlap 01 sdrqs.rapeal
go 1q6t.r aqa lnoqP slqnop

pasre.r seq auo toN 'scTlTTod
lnoqe o6 o? Fen 1q6tr aql

sr sTr{l .laqlaqn {se 01 paJaqloq
spq lsTunuruoco.rng auo loN

'rouTT, s,dtqs.rapeaT
aq1 6urr'ro11o3l ?ou Jo reurrcr agl

pallrunuoc pPt{ ,(aql eut 1dr 3sT p
Ia:Bd Jo sel{oea-rq }o palcrnuoc

a.reA sarlue;, aqtr 'a166n.z1s
.rarqod lsrTPrluec craP.rcouap

TTPT?uaSSa ue uT d3 aq1 uIo.IJ
s.rapeaT fTal{l palladxa pue sor{ue,L

eql leeq d.ql 'paapul 'dlrpd
lsrUTuaT I ISTTPf,lUaC CT?elCOUIep I

t[ 3ns ilm su

v
aql lo saldrcut:d TeuorfesTue6ro

aq1 pauorlsanb arurr d re
aneq s?sTunuuocoJng aql ,lsJTJ

'r{1:ea aql
6urtsn.r1 A'teralduoc rapTsuoc p'tnoo

lsrTercos upr.rpl.raqrT 6urlcadsa:

-JTes Iue a-roJaq o6 o1 ,{ea,r
euos seq ssaco:d sTql lPql aler1aq

ol suosea.z poo6 eJe a.zaql lng .dJ

ot{1 uTqlTA 6ur>1ure1-ar aql euoc1aA
,{1uo uec s?sTTprcos uprJe?JaqrrI

'usrlernog-o:d pue
rusrJa{.roA Jo 1s.ro/{ aq? pauopueqE

anPq 01 suaas 1I .lusTurural pue
ustle.rnld crlp.rcoruap ol pallrltnuoc

'uerJel.laqTT TTATc T{lpauruua?ap
, u.rapou pue lua6r TTaluT

' aTqTxaTJ suaes slsTunuulocoJ,ng
aLIf, ]o dJ aqf 'lt{6Ts

lsf,TJ 1v'sanrlcods.rad TecT?TTod
pporq ur 6ur 1ce1 sluauron ou s , ueulon

ro aceed eq1 pue oTlsrldurs

-ro lsrJaI-ron'uelrelrJoqlne
oo1 rusTr{>ls1o:1, Jo serlar-Tpn oq1

'lsrTeuoTlTperl pue oTlp.zcnea.rnq
oo? ,{l:ea .lnoqeT aq1 puTJ

or.ljrr osoql eldoad 3o a6ue: aprA e
01 anrlceJlle aao:d TTTI{ dC r{ooT

Aau I aql lPq1 su6rs ssaTaqlran au
erp areq;, 'drqs:aqurau dC

ur auTTcap aql as.raAeJ 1TTA re-po;,
lusTxJEhl Jo ssaccns aql pue dJ

aq1 Jo .raAoe{e? lsTunururoco.lng aql
.laqlaqA TTal 01 uoOS oO? sr 1I

sNlunluruocoJng rpue
sP$qeIP ; uee^qeq f.r1e^Iu

' ( -lPlffilurot^t
aq? 'ladpcisalau z(1Tep s , z(1.re6

oql aq 01 pasn leqA To.rluoc
TTTIs sar{up,L aql qbnoql ) ,{f :ed

aq1 uTqlrA ocuenTluT Jo suorltsod
ruo.uJ (,sat1ue;,, eql ) pren6 pTo

lSTUT 1e1S Ot{1 pAAOUTAJ I SapPJuIoJ

preA{APr auros dunp ol snorxuP
sltrqclplpdde dJ uro-rJ dTaq a'tllTT

e r.{?TA - eneq slsTunuuosof,ng
aserll ,a.Iouj s,leqM

'saleqap lJaT fuerrnc o1 TptonTjl
sP lT sasru6oce.r sauTfi TPrcueuTJ

aq1 ueAa pue !trepog, lusrxlEW
aurze6pur Il.red aql peduena:

'(o6B s:par{ Te.reaas luaurfuoJ
uo uorr{seJ Jo lno lue,l qcTqA

e) rs?sTunuuoco-rng r sanTosuoql

an eq
eq?

ural



us preferable to the party 's
t"r.@dl at the time of the

an Upris ing of  1956 -  when
rW cheered as the tanks rol led

l , :  :e:ains 1i1y- l ivered and
l"st ic.  Perhaps more

t,  i t  does nothing to
susplcton as to the sort  of

' r r "* I1sq'  the Cp would br ing
lE. r . f  r t  ever had the chanie.

e Felect ion merely of  the way
_oJrd-sty le Cp, by giv ing al_most
.uuustr ' " re pr ior i ty to jockeying
pmsit . ion in the t rade union

acies,  ignored many
t issues outside the

limitations of
unlsm

'  
Lne Eurocommunists l

nt  of  the old rworker ism'

of  product ion.  The

ectrvity for good Communi;E
furave of  fered nei ther a

uque of the ideol.ogy and
ce of  bureaucrat ic

t ist  union pol i t ics,  nor an
tt-ve model of  workplace

t.rcs (  though this is hard_' t .y
@x.srng given their  re l . iance
tt l toerr  major i ty in the Cp on

f rgures as ! t ick McGahey )  .

Efiu.as

@munrsts,  in other words,
t tuE batt le for  of f ice as just

s inply wi l l  not  do. I f  we
develop an adequate

, i l .ace pol i t ics (which we musr,
l ' f  we reject  worker ism) r , r re
to understand the ways in
the interests of  t r iOe union

ats (even those on the
' l  and the interests of  those
qlain to represent of ten
! .ct .  We need to emphasise the
t:nce of  d i rect  democrat ic

i  of  workpJ.ace struqqle bv
immsf l iately involvedl  ano'" .

bo go beyond the demands for
lobs and more moneyf which
ter ise t radi t ional  t rade

mm mil i tancy -  forc ing onto the
iLtr .caI  agenda project i  for

r . in ' 'e reduct ion in working t ime,
,dls,associat ion of  income from

@nr,urct . rv i ty,  the sel f -managment
4prodr:ct ion, and the

f,gruat ion of  product ive

I '  J0URNAL o AUTU[1N t  9B5

general . ised sel f -management.

_Fourth,  the Eurocommunists l
medium-term strategy of  

- ieat ing 

arbroad democrar ic uir i ; " ; ; ,  to
defeat tThatcher ism! 

is rather
less exci  t ing than i ts piopor, . . ,a"
woul.d have ui  bel ieve. insot"r  as
the Eurocommunists are argurng
that the new r ight 's at tef ipts to
make i ts ideology the common sense
of the age sfroutO be fouqhc
agarnst on a- l l  f ronts th6y make a
sensible point .  And their 'emphasis
on ? plural i ty of  opposi t ional .
social  movements and- the need for
coal i t ion bui ld ing among these are
also to be welcomed (wi in the
proviso,  of  course, that  the
Eurocommunists I  cont inued
conmitment to lenlnism makes their
enthusiasm for plural ism rather
unbel  ievabl .e )  .

UnfortunateJ.y,  their  idea of  the
possible basis for  such a

techniques.
easy task:
to shirk i t

uni ty based on
powerlessness
the project  of

over the decis ions that
f  undamenta-1ly af  f  ect  us.
than at tempt ing to uni te
socia- l  movements arouncl
ant i -Toryism, we should
emphasis ing the potent ia
far more radica. t .

This wi l l  not  be an

:ra 
that  is no reason

Rather
the

a s imp.le
be
l fora

a cornmon refusal  of
in everyday I  i fe and

are very nasty and i t  wou. ld be
nice to k ick them out.  We should

formu].ate as our lack of  contro. l .
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saged between two fact ions
fundamental ly opposing views
del .s of  socia. l . ism. Both

s have their  at t ract ions
they are based on the

iences of ,  loyal t ies to,
ist  Part ies in other

tr ies,  and the polrc ies
are defended by each

ff ist ion with even more fervour
the or ig inators of  those

ic ies would care to use. Hence
have the phenomenon of

i lMumocommunistst who know their
i  by heart ,  hol iday in I ta ly
year,  and take in the Uni ta

iv l rs,  but  who haven' t  n5f f i0
the I ta l ian CP (PCI) stoPPed

the term tEurocommunistr

t  f  ive years ago.

the other hand r w€ have the

cow fact ion (  the
m'M&kies'  )  ,  who def end the Soviet

f l ,onrs past pol ic ies wi th even
enthusiasm than the Soviets

themselves. So whi le relat ions
n the CPSU and the PCI have

improving over the last  few

, despi te the strong at tacks
f f ioscow by the I ta l ians over

ri@ues such as Pol.and and
nistan, the pro-Moscow

ion of  the CPGB is st i l l
ing a remarkable Pais leyi te

ur in upholding the v iew that
evi l  comes from Rome.

The Euros are most ly inf luenced
the pol . i t ics of  1968 and

nt pol . i t ics of  the srxt ies
sevent ies.  They have worked

to get their  progressive
on feminism, gays, blacks

youth accepted by the Party '
i l . th much opposit ion from the

ies,  who rol led out the ol .d
tnut of  these issues 'being a

iat ion f rom the class
le '  .  The Euros have analysed

tWlatcher isrnr as being a new r ight
g phenomenon in Br i t rsh
i t rcs,  which cal ls for  the
Iding of  broad al . l iances to

t  th is governmentrs
t ionary pol ic ies.

Predictably,  the Tankies have
uepl ied that there is no such

ff ihrng as Thatcher ism; c l .ass

slmi lLxDARITY J0URNAL o AUTUMN l9B5
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struggle is the onJ.y answer to
this "new phase of  Toryism".  What
we face, they have claimed, " then
I i .e.  1926] as now" is "a cr is is
of  capi ta l ism" "  As for the pol icy
of buiJ.ding broad a. l .J. iances, the
Tankies have been charging the
Euros for severa- '1.  years wi th
want ing to drag the CPGB into the
SDP.

At the recent Special  Congress
of the CP, the Eurocommunlsts
swept the board.  Leading Tankies
were expelJ.ed from the Party;  and
a1.1.  Tankies \ . rere removed from the
execut ive commit tee. They now
control  only what used to be the
party newspaper,  the }4orning Star.

The reason i t  came to th is
between Euros and Tankies is that

ITi l0'$ It i l0 ?

Eurocommunists

SeIf-sty led 'Br i t ish Roaders '  the
Eurocommunist  fact ion controls the
weekly newspaper Focus (UK
circulat ion 3,500) edi ted by ex-
Morning Star man Paul  OI ive,  and
monthly magazine Marxism Today (Uf

circulat ion l0,5OO I  eOitea wit f r
breathtaking opportunism by Mart in
Jaques. Operat ing out of  the party
headquarters at  I6 John Street ECI 

'the Euros are led by General-
Secretary Gordon Mclennan (  inset )
and, s ince May, the ent i re
Execut ive Commit tee.
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