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The first zsyears !
Scarce]y imaginabl .e way back in 1960, Sol idar i ty is now

eeJLebrqt_i4g_i ts twenty-f  i f  th bir thday. Here we__look back o_veL , t !g

Eroup's history and or ig inal  purpose, and foLward gg__l3L

claim to a future role

rmmmillm [N ]-960 a few ex-members of
was then the Social ist  Labour

@rury1rue and rs now the Workers t

mmrlourJlt l l tnonary Party' having
ienced some of the pract ices

are now being 'exposed'  in
Mff i ,  mnnesent fact ion-f  ight  wi th in
Mff i ruf i  organisat ion,  came together to

s what had gone wrong with

wM lenrnist  dream. Unl . ike manY

m,u@ffi groups before and sincer who

' l f f imw,e Lrmited their  ambit ions to
mmryum,g to be better t rotskyistsr  w€

m4rldly came to the conclusion that
,Wtfol@l1E iil-as wrong was not any

f i r i lmrr1t lcular appl icat ion of  leninist

1l[mdE nuch of what was wrong was

i t lma.s f -o be too reminiscent of
*mrusJi :ng machines and af  ter  four
uL"srslr;es the name was changed to
Sm,i l iear i ty.  This t r t l .e was soon

4upl led to the group too.

Fr*a the beg inn ing So. l  idar i ty was
di f teeB,y inf  ] .uenced by the ideas of
- t lh@ Erench group rSocial  isme ou
lMmmha=l-e ' ,  especral . l .y  those of
i f l iorrnel .  ius Castor iad is (pub, l  ished by
lr luurss ;nder the name of PauJ Cardan).
We relected the crude economic
,drreterminism and el i t ism of  much of
t lhrre r ,arx ist  lef  t  and commit ted
srr :urselves to a vrew of  socia- l ism
h*e.ses on general  i  sed sel  f  -
nrarm,agement and f reedom ( see the

Castorradis texts we pubJ ished as
The Mea! ing of  Social . is ! ! ,  Modern
Capita- l  ism and Revol  ut i9 j1,  and
Workersr Counci ls and the Economics
of a SeIf  -Man€.eq_qocret f . .

; ""* t=" 
" .  

bel ieve that ends and
means are inseparable,  our v iew of
what const i tutes a f ree society
leads us to consider as poJ i t icalJ.y
posi t ive or negatrve act iv i t ies
whrch are not s imply di f ferent f rom
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i@ rP:=eE. their  t ime in the
f r t r  - - :e negat ive s ide, i t

tuG =--aE,ed that whi l .e we have

toGe:-- crgan i sat ional lY
t=:  r le do not bel ieve that

mp!El : : :on is vested in us
-€ Save fai l .ed to bui ld a
:  :etnork of  autonomous
3r:--  r -h is may perhaps have
:J Co wrth the nature of
:=:  ldeas that they

: :  t imes of  pol i t ical
and wither in t imes of

--r-  and retreat as our own

Mil  t$€ :ast  Sol idar i tY has PlaYed
uruE:rul  =ole in the develoPment of

Mnr'=nents as the squatters,
, i lvn 

-e-: : -ac t  ion or ientated and

11 lndependent ant i -nuclear
t ,  ano the emergence of  new

ciE scruggle in industry,  to
i i -L a few. We have also

hurrJ s. lcn genuine mass

; i  have been recuperated and

;:  a l l  radical  content by

: r i l : r -a l  pol  i  t  ics ,  and have
::s#-r tut  ronal  ised and

;---- ,=:ed to the interests of

their  dominant el i tes.  , 'popular

planning" ano "accountabi l i ty"  are
now the catchphrases of  every
pol i t ic ian.  This,  too,  has been a
malor theme of our I i terature.

To be as relevant in the future
as we have been in the past we have
to develop an analysis of  these new
processes. In a per iod where the
inst i tut iona. l  l .ef t  has received a
number of  massive defeats,  there is
an opportuni ty to devel .op a
l ibertar ian revolut ionary cr i t ique
of the new "parasi tocracy" which is
l iv ing of f  the backs of  the workrng
c. l .ass v ia - locaI government grants
and jobs,  whi le i ts fe l lows in
industry have created a huge trade
union sub-bureaucracy which in
whole areas has taken over the
prev iousJ.y quas i -  independent shop
stewards I  movement and brought the
wri t  of  the t rade union Jeadership
into the workplace. We see a new
class growing to power using the
slogans of  social ism, but having
I i t t l .e to do with social ism as we
defrne i t .  There ls work to be
done.

seemed to be wondering whether the
t ime had come to adopt new strat-
egies before i t  was too lat-e.

Four years on things look rather
di f ferent.  Riots have become an
almost accepted hazard of  l i fe in
the inner c i ty,  and i t  would be be
very easy to be cynical  about them.
After al l ,  why should a r : iot  have
anv mor:e pol i t ical  s iqni f icance

Rr0ililE

Community warning
The Autumnrs spate of  inner-c i ty disturbances may hav-e

,t@untirw s,;;ceecied in gaining for the pol ice an extension of  ths_ir  a. l ._readlz

s* 'ee-oing powers.  Certainl .y an ai l ing government has receiyei l

a : ,=:^y-needeQ law-and-order _slrot  iQ t l re arm. Have the rrots h_qd

gnv posi t ive outcomes? ANDY BROWN assesse_s_

the events in Br ixton.

UW: AT THE HEIGHT of the riots

cctabl- ishment was clear ly

.  S. lch events had not

i  rn rnainland Br i ta in on

a scal-e th is centuryr and few

ir-F,€rr exactly what- to exPect.
rmc:a Here in a state of

; :a.nic, searching for the
men in balaclavas who were

:--  a l l ,  and even exper ienced
- - -E--

- ra:s 
l ike Michael  Hesel t ine
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