
WHAT WE STAND FOR

- iberr ,yrEqual i tyrFraterni t l r . fhese 
vtere the a. ims of  the f i rst

=r=at nod.ern revolution.'Ihey have not anywhere in the world been
ic,=. j  +SsC.As slogans for capi ta l ismrthey have of  course been long
i l=gc; ;er. .3ut  wi th in the lef t  i ' 'here reformism and state social isn
'* : - ; -  - - - -  .errner ior i ty they are sacly lacking too.There is precious
- -*  

uEr

' : t  t le I .bertyrequal i ty or f raterni ty wi th in the sel f  proclaim--
:=g F-r-sr  states ( though at tenpts have been naCe to just i fy
Sc.rt:et :-a,vasions of Eastern Bloc states on the grounds of fratern-.
a:. s:u4ryort for social-isn).The l\ iarxist parties i i Britain are not
eplctl i hot houses of free debateo'equality or brother/si-sterhood.
r ise,e tse art ic le on democrat ic central- ism in ih is issue).So vrhere
C.o we sta:ed?

class c onf l iet

Oapital ism is a deeply explc i tat ive system in wnich social
l-:-fe is deternj-ned by the needs of profit not human fulf i lnent.
%e systen naintaj-ns itself by a comnlex network of j-nstitut-
' rc-e -  ihe coercave state.(  poLice:almy etc.)r the ideas manip-
uiaio=s ( t f re mass mediarschools.  gtc.)r the fami ly and so on.Sb,
d.espiie a funda-mental contradiction between capital and labor:r,
;he s l rs ien is rmanagedtnore or less successful ly in ihe interei ts
of  a snai l  minor i ty.The system has no provis ion for reforminE
:. :se-r f  avralrr indeed the most povrerful-  capi- ta11st inst i tut t -ons-
eL:s;  io naintain that  system.Consequent lyrrevclut i  on noi  reform
:s t -ge only Etearrs by which i t  can be abol ished -  the sysiem rnust
;e subverted.from withinrweakenedtand ul t i rnaiely d-estroyed..

exPloi tat ion Fnd rc ls i is tanccl

l :  is  ihe working class which const i tutes a large major i ty of
;he populat ion and vrhich is most openly exploi ted by capi ta l ism"
)a_v io day resistance to the system is an accepted and ord-inary
iact  of  the workerts 1i fe. ' Ihrs may range fron the mundane -
: ine wast ing and f ict ional  i l lness to an al l  out  nat ional  str ike
'nvolving Lrr:ndreds of thousands of workers.The unenployed ,the
hcne1ess-and other disposessed elenents (  vrho may or may not be
sf working class origin ) al-so pro'u'ide a so'urce of irrit ' i  on to
; .ose in author i ty.The great contraCict ion betr . reen e>ryloi ter-  and
er; lo i ted , thougi :  not  pol i t icai ly an accepted real i ty (note the
:u-=e nu-nbers of-vrorkers rvho voted for Thatcher)ois a l iving source
cf*:nstabi l i ty .Ul t i rnatel-yr i t  rnay t r igger a general  revo' l t  amone;
rte popul-atj-on at large.

Pr.oPaganda and sol idanicY

Tne maior nrobler i  confront i -ng revo]ut ionar ies is not the
-- . , : i ' t ; ; ; ' " ' ;F--"b" i^f i " t  part ieE vi i : ich vr i ' l  I  1ead. the revol-ut ion
-  

G:Ulub vr

b:;  convincing those who aie in a posi t ion to br ing about great.

s:c ia l -  change"Of the need. for  soci-al isn.  Econonic pressures sUch

as i:f l-atioi 
"i"uify 

tritrg about economic oemanos.These in tu:rn

ma;--"=i f  ta le on a lo l i t i -ca1 characierrespecial ly v ' rhen a Sovern-

"el : r : :e 
courts and other sta. te bci ies involve themse' lves'
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THE MIIERS STRIKE some observations

1=:s not going too far to say that some of the coal f ie lds
=-te, 13 a sffie of near insurrecbion.Vans overturned and set aligtrb.
i t t .n*a lat i les betureen pickets and pol ice.Bui- ld ings occupied.
Fotise S;atioas sumounded and stoned.I.,orries reduced to smould-

eeim6 slce] etons,Riots and rnuch more.!trhat can we rnalte of all this?
Fi.rstiyrit j_s gratifying to see !1."! !h" vrorking class has

nrcrfi t,em :riected r{ith the aisease which has been sweeping the

mil611dJ,e cLass leftrnarnely pacifism.The miners have been ready to

s,@it fr,:B"e to police carsrthrovt stones at the police and exchange
hi"om for b1ou.

-6eao 
dlyrit is interestinS to seg the way that ordi-nary

nsumm.,ng people have created institutions from scratch in oroer to

munmtafn thenselves.Aided by ou.tside solidarity in the form of

Siinm,mnmei-a1 and food- donationsra rnini wel-fare state based on coop-
sn.@ftEwe sel f  help has been createi . Ihe ninersrtheir  fani i les anC
moryrgconrte=s in the coalfields have , after nonths of the str-i lce,
mmm'amee io retain an alnost euphori c confidence a:rd be'lief, in
w'irolboty.

qis conf idence is expressed dai ly cy the pickets.-a-n al-most

mes=,rE l-evel of cornbativity e::ists aaongst them.Anyone vrho has
gp,ohea to the pic l tets wi l - l  real ise that  their  of ien v io lent

a,ff iacks on the enemy are not merely expressions of i.espair.They
ere =atherra posi t ive at ienpt to cor: . f ront  the Tor ies and the
sr;aie nead'on.Cf course the state has responoed in a typical ly
tr.cleni aanner but ai what cost in terms of moneyrlnanpoller and
no-: : -ce norale.Some cops nay vrelcome a punch-up'week in ,vreek Out.
fr:els are plainly intirnidated by the nassed ranks of mi ners.

Tiee pol ice have been forced to drorr  the mask of  inpart ia l i ty .
1i.ey FJe out for revenge.Saltley lvas a hu:nil iating defeat that the
;c i j -ce aj ie deterrnined wou-ld not be repeated.They have iherefore
useC their  considerable powers to bend the law.3latket  bans on
:ickei movernents on pi cket Envema'e+c ,f or instance are reminiscent
-cl 

iravel restrictions in Eastern Europe.Iol-ice intrnidation
-d:-tbl,! nining corununities wil l have dissolved for a generation

:b.e t rad. i t io ia l  respect (albei t  somevrhat guarded) rvhich they.
aeed. to do their  job.Dogsrbaion charges etc.  can only al i  enate the
:olj-ce further from the rvorking class.
-  

The ]aw in al1 of  i ts '  aspects has been e>cposed f  or  vrhat i t
:s -  an instrument for  c lass opressicn. l ' iagistrates issue blanket
:a-ning orders on goups of  p ickets_in the dock at  a t inerborder-
' . ' :  3 at  t imes on house amest.The blatant ly. t t ! i  union laws have

"e6n taken up by snall t ime capitaligts in order to take retrib-
ur-ion against the N.U.l"i and the.goullshg.ve dutifully faI1en into
T.ne.Tr6ops stand in the wings i f  a l - l  e lse fa i l -s and the Thatcher

Eo?erlrrent wil lr it seemsrbankrupt the economy 'i11 order to obtain
I  - ;  ^+^--g. l :vvv!Lta

So the battl-e l- ines are dravrnoCn ihe one hand vie have a govern-

-er- , t  bent on the Oestruci ion of  the ! ; .U.1 ' : .  Thatcher j -s out for

e rout of 1926 proportiorls.On the other side we have a confident-wel-l- 
ortaru-sed.- and. rebell ious nnj-ni-ng community.Yet the mi-ners

fu,ave becone isolated from the trade union movement as a whole.
nrtr,h'rts :solation encouragedby coiuardly trai-tors such as Bil l

Si.-rs and the Notti-nghai nniners coulC prove to be the N.U;Mrs
g,c-- , ' l ' t  ss heel . I t  must be olrercome sol idar i ty rnust be extended.

ISne : l iners must vr in.We al l  ha.ve a duty to see that a v ictory

co, es aboutf
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EDIGELS' oN AUTHOFIITY T'r  Gr cr iGisue

_m@Bpr-sr short article f on_Authorityf has been used. by
'ffimffiffiria:r l'larxists slnce Lenin to justify at one extiene
ffiiffifruqffirmsh:ipr, and at the other I iron t d.isciiline.Together these
ilhm c[ements in I'larxist thouglt have subverted. a pot6ntially
nmmmnnnwffiory doctri-ne and transformed it into an initn:ment f6r
Mwrct'atic despotism.Engels r 

- 
articl-e is most usually dragged.

rff i ' f f i@ cor:nter crit icisrns by the l ibertarian reftras ir th;"
qqfi@rym'ts c_ontained in it are sufficiently 'ho1y'to require l itt le
" f f i reu" e>planat ion. f  t  is  t ime that Engels '  ar t ic le received a
rrnrlwn'TXl5r-,5o here goes.

Factory l i fe for  most people
'fu'e are two categories of peopl
ffi.,ffifu a feeJ-ing of indescribable d
o@ ihbe working day ahead , and th
gpameral for the worker consists o
m ffi:rbure of bullying by petty 'g
ih,,he g:ving up of an. rndependent h
sr lrF:e a Feqr.nentat i  On Of individ
d.e:e:ineC by the needs of produc
os be.ng a necessary fact  of  mocie
r.j.b--=ationj Now 3ngels never spent J0 years or so of hes l ife as
an :-=dustrial r 'rorkerr so.his detatchroent is und-erstand.able. (f"-
faet i= Tr+"ged to do quite vrell e>ploit ing the efforts of the
p:rcleteiat in his own Lancashire cotton nilIs. ) The c4rx of
Eng=is ar_gunent legarding industry is this. r'Everln,rhere conbined_
qgf i -_o=.r  thg coropl icat ion of  processes dependent upon each other,
d:sFlacEs i-ndependent action by^ individ,uals. 3ut inrhoever mentioris
eo=.-cj-ned actio! speal<s of organisation ; now is it possible to
hise orgalisation without authority?" fn other wor-d.s, the processes
of product ion,  tFg requirements of  ef f ic iency,  speed. i  outpi l t ref f i
c ient  use of  machinery etc. ,  regu"!re the subbrd. inat i6n of- the
=nitridual.

Engels could not envisage any possible situation r.rhere the
r_osf .rigid authority would not be necessa-ry. For him "rnranting io
acol-ish authority in.1arg9-scale rnd.ustry is taniamcunt io wanting
to abol ish industry i tsel f ,  to destroy the povrer of  the loon in
orde:r to return to the spianing lvheei-. "so there vje have it :
in<iustrial society requ-1res the denia1 of ind-ivid,uaf ity.Argued.
in th is way Engelsr  argument seens ' i=efutable. tsut  arbntt- there
two- tJpes of authority - that i,; i th vrhich vre agree and have helped.
io br ing abog!_ through part ic ipat ion,  and thai  which is imposel
fron ivlthout?Whilst one might not ag;ree with all d.ecisi-ons* amived.
zi  col- lect ivelyrsgbordinat ion to ihem night be acceptable j -nsofar
as they were the legi t imate expression of  the workfbrce af ter
i ree debate.
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CENTFIALISM

A PARTY FOR BUREAUCRAIS

A persistent weakrress of Marxisn which has had. d.i sastrous cons-
equences has been i ts fa i lure to conprehend. the subject ive 

" ta---organisational forces which can uadeinine a revolutionary state
apparatus and ggYernment.For Stalinists the problem is oi 

""iaii.r-e1y.  minor s igni f j -cance.Despi te-  shortages and'  shoday gooas r i f r - -  
- - '

Soviet style systeg_ is basica_Ily_sound and polit iJlf oppositionists
can alwlxs. be labeLled "fbotslqr-Fascist" or less 

" i" :_" i ' ""r t ; ; f f i i -P-a$Ir.Trotslqrisis and their olfspringrvrhilst 
""""pli"g 

iirl i th;-u.s.s.R is a nonstrous perversion of i ' irtuarly-;;;;y pi:-ncipr"--or
social-i-smrnevertheless argue avray the problem" bt i-6oir*r"n:_ei:t stringof excuses -- the baclcwardness oi the tg** soviet it.t", capitaiist
encirclement"civil war etc, _Th_ey _convei.ieo[ty ig"ore the d.ictator-
1*.amoganc6 of Tr9t9Jc7 and thb uureaucratil ninoeuvering of r,enin.r. t . iF the_purpos_e of this ar i ; ic le' to ind. icate ; i l ; -or trr""ractori
which lead to pol i t icaL degenerat ion within i l t"=*i" i ;  ; ; ; ; :_iui i l "" ,

Soneof the anti-denocraticrauthoritarian and. bpreauc:catic tend.-encj-es within l ' larxisn are 3np1{ eryressed in thJ organisations oft he revoluti_onary novement.today.As anarchisis havE argued. for
decades, rrevolutiolary parti-esr tend. to reprod.uce certain tend.encies
inherent in thensel-ves upgn seizing gtg-te iror"r..A.ltirro=it;=i"";---hierarchical parties based upon d.iEciplio"- .nd.-iniofe"ance will
brj-ng abgut (despite a genul-ne desire'io the contrar!)*""ir.Jii i.r:_an
and intol-erant societies.Pol-itical parties may relf 66 tne creatio'
of hunan beings but these organisations in tuin afiect the conscious-

ne-qs and therefore the actlons. of these human beings"organis.t:_oo"
of ten ttake on a r if e of ineir ovnrl- people become trapped within
thernr acting ogt preaeternined roles-.Foinal o"g;i"utibns of irr"
H3:f11'g E1=: 

( as demonstrated perhaps a rittiJ a"; i;t""iry-ti
Ftrchels ) are errbrenely prone to oligarchic structures ana-i6ti i,g in
ways which are actually contrary totf,eir avowed. aims.

leninist  part iesrwhich by def in l . t ion must be democrat ic -
centralistralnost inevitably and i-nperceptibly nove away from
'democracyrtorvards central ism r. I t  does not_require very penetrat ing
?nalysis to observe that , for  exampler lhe Social ist  lJorkers Party
( neo-Trotskyist ) and ihe Commr:nist Party ( neo Stalinist ),
negate any genuine intra-party denocracy.The forns of d.emocricy as
represented in constitutions and forrnal party structures are
devoid of  real  content.Simply statedrdenocrat ic-central ism requires
;hat the Lower party bodies (  cel lsrbranches etc.)  should be dub-
ord. j -nate to the 'h ighgr 

I  bodj-es (  e.g.  the central  cornni t tee ) .
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