
UIRUS

S..-ce the l -ast  edi t ion of  VIRUS the leveI of  c lass conf l ic t  has
i ; : - : :e=::r iensi f ied.The stateoi-n al l  i t rs aspectsrhas gone al l  out
. :  i=eak ihe minerst  str ike.Despi te pol ice repressionrSoci-al  Secur i ty
: lac-ca: l -  and a gigant ic propoganda dr iverthe str i -ke cont inues.

- f ,= : : : .e v; inter approachesrthe si tua'bion wi l l  become more and More
-aa 

-r-rernment is faced with the problem of d-windl ing coal=-*- t i  a-J= FL

=::c,-s ' - : :d ihe threat of  power cuts. ' l 'he minerst for  their  partrmust
=-;j; 'e: ccldrpoverty and a lovr level of rnorale brought about by the
r ie?:  E'ze of  the task that confronts them.

*: :  ' the coal f ie ld.s in generalrand South Yorkshire 1n parbicular,
l : :e:sr iheir  farni l ies and (encouraeingly)  l rnemployecl  youths are
e-=a:ed.n r i t  and run batt les wi th the pol ice.There are some signs
: 'a:- lespi te big pay pacl<etsrsone of  the pol ice have just  about had-
=:- : ; rh.Stonesrbal l  bear ingsrpetrol .  bombs and freezing ni5 ' . 'hts vr i l l
c-- ; -  :a ie therr  to l1 in the futu-re.

J:cr  our stand,pointodespi . te sctbacksrthin54s are not as bleak as
: : : . -  seer. Ihe rul ing c lass is becoming div ided as to how and vrhen
;c eettl-e the strike..hn insi-trfent Yorlishire cannot be swept under
tb.e cai-pet and the establishnent must be har,' j-ng Bra\re doubts about
:be interminable wai t  and see bact ic. ' l lhe bulk of  the mi-ners are
:cuah an<i  determined.They na.y yet  wln.

- i :o.r  opies to those people who vmote to us a.nd never got a repIy.

lnfotunatelyr the piggies c losed dovin the.bookshop that we were usi .ng
rs a contact-ad.dress and so we nevel t  r :ecjeved any let ters.Cffers of

ie lp in producing VIRUS would be very vrelcome.The new contact  adciress

=i  i ryAUS' c/o S4brWhitechapel  I I i rh St.  (Angel  A11e;r)  r london .1.
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F"lalasrfor examplelr f l l .rtation between the German Communist
l"t_ty (PD) and nationali-st groupings around the notion of t l ' jational
B olshevismr"Nat ional  Bolshevism arose in the 192Ors as both e:ctreme
rl8ftt and extreme left sought an area of common agreement.From the
ri-ght-nationalist poilt of view there was d.ismay it tfre way the west
ern powers were treating lhe defeated Germany.,rhis lead to- an
eastern.  ( i .eo pro Soviet  )  or ientat ion.For t i re i r  p"" t  t f r "  communists
wgre quit_e hapP{ to. take -up natj-onalism and even managed. to .""o*-
odate ant isemit isn in order to woo the nat ional ists.ni th t r , ischer
( a communist ofJewish origin )aecl
students, I 'You cry out against Jewis
condenns Jewish capital is already
even i f  he doesnrt  real ise i t .You a
want to eliminate the stock manipul
capi ta l is ts under footrhang them from the street lampsrstamp them
outt t .

STRASSERISM

Whilst nothing very concrete eame out the a
lapprochmentrsome national ists were surr icienf.
stal inrs Russia (sociar ism in one-"o. t r r l "yru st :
etc. )  to take rsocial ismr into i fr"  

- l , fo" i '  
party.,

gt}" and. Gregor StrasserrJoseph Goebbeis and. t lfionm tool< up pro soviet stances and came into conflict with Hitler.

What were their poli.t ics?They vrr
ism.They argued for a curious fbrm
far as possiblerthere would be a r(
based on feudal ism.A new social  eql
upon rstate feudal ismrThe state war
vhieh would be leased to the c i t izens to work as they pleased.. In
this vlayrthe evils of industrialism were to_ be overcbm-e and. cipital=
ism rejected.HegvY i ldustry was to be nat idal iseci  and. the Jo*p. |g i t io '
of parliament altered to include the representatj-ves of the p'easants
and workers.  loryerras far  as possible.was to be d.ecentral iseb. along
the l ines of Swiss cantons.All- in all i tneir programme was an elaborate
scheme for set t ing up a react ionaryrneo conservl t ive tsoci-ai i ; ; ; -

rder.rt would involve Germanyrs withdrawal from the v,rorld_ market
nd an extremely natioaalistie standpoint.

The movement was thoroughly anti-intel-lectualrviolent and.
rnll i taristic in character.l lade up to a great exterit by ex Joial""s
and FreikorPs membersewho mj-ssed-greatly the camarad.eiie ana a"n!*r
9{ y?r{arerSrasser ism represented a cont inuat ion of  the batt le-
f ie ld into the- arena of  pol i t ics. f t  was a confused and incoherent
doctr ine ,which on the one.hand glor i f led mod.ern rr=rar"ryut- ; i ; ;
re jected the basis f rom which i t -came aboutrnamely ind.ustr ia l
capi ta l ism.

STRASSERIgM in thENF

I t  is  the ideology out l ined above which. has been adopted by the

atter-d.ay Strasser i tes (wi th a good dose of  'Br j - t ish '  sty le nat ion-
l i  s i ' :  and- racism thrown in) .Their  standpoint  is  of  course ,at tacked
ypotherrpro l t l t lgt  f  ascists.Hi t ler , , 'ngnaqgd t9 Yipu ot t t  t i i - ,= ' : .o" ] t , l+: t '

F."tr t " ' in the tNight of  the Long I in ivesf  ancl  one suspects that  h is
t ter-day fol lowers would l ike to do the same"The model of  fascisrn

hat che Strasser i tes have turned to has caused a great deal  of
3
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The Miners' Strike
I

UUHY VVILLIS ANtr'KINNGICI< trlc,NTv|t,ANT A VICTGIFIY

behaviour over the minersfstr ike

' Labour PartY and the trade
r ind. less paei f is t  s logans whi lst
:ed- open bY Thatcherrs Pr ivate
toved nountains to win union
)en no camPaign among ordinarY
no arm twist ing (except on the

], - l . l ' i " ,  .

:e not hard. to find.Trade unions
ls wi th in caPital ism.Many union
reir energy attacking the r€v-
>eing the E.E.P.T.U. )  and are
;  of  str ict  1ega1i tY.  Whi lst
i  useful- ,somet imes theY do of fer
rnr in 1926rthe T.U.C .caI led the

t horr i f ied at  the Power that
lear of  losing control  over the
but also because the str ike

rt ionrthe T.U.C. leaderhiP cqp-
I  of f .The miners were lef t  a lone
,iJere starved back to work.
ssesare t raPPed in the ideologY
s to legal lY elected governments
t ionrruch as is haPPening dur ing
hema to them.Scargi l l  and the
ated. but neither shoul-d theY be
tory for the miners woul-d show
onfiontational industri-al action.

U. l ' l .  v ictory.He also is t ied to
s t ime from the PersPect ive of
1 l .abour leaders 1n oPPosi t iont
oat as theY too might one daY
he problems of  social  unrest .
lveb violence is t rouble for  a l l
t ive.The onlY just i f iable arena
y more than the ' t 'or iestLabour.
inate means of  achieving pol i t ical
rrs rhreaten law and order and
r i r  methodsrthreaten to unleash
which has been absent for  decades.

I .C. Ieaders maY make some sYmP-
I\T.U.I '1.  but  never go so far as to

;ing.I{innock and Will is are traitors

Soes back a long waY.TheY maY talk
ict ions or l -ack of  act ion serve to

Stop
Pit

Clostrres

5



LIAIT'ENTARY DEMOCRACY OR ELECTIVE DICTATORSHIP ?
Tirtually_ all of the revolutionary left takes the attitud.e that
cal Ied l iberal  democracies based -

- long gg the capi ta l is t  ru l ing c1r
k of l iberalism is soon throwrr-or
Brr  and bourgeois dominance becol
omes the watchword of the hour.

Simi lar lyr the far lef t  has tended to agree on the idea that
,l iament is only a "committee for the dictatorship of the bour-
r is i .e".Expressed i r  g s l ight ly di f ferent walr the prevai l ing
ical  v iew is that  e lect ions are s imply a devj-ce by which t [e
p1e decide every few years who is to oppress them.Anarchists
e been the most consistent current to have hel-d this idea ,
f rT-VOTEt r is now almost q pr inciple of  the movenent.Butrwi th a
Fetpresstmult i -party pol i t ick ingrtolerance of  t rade unionism etc.
s approach has been diff icult to argue for.fn the last d-ecad.e
po however ,much of the tolerance about which the Brit ish have
ptedrhas gradually been eroded in the face of mass unemployment
buptcies and social  unrest .
: -

t,ord Hailshamrnot usually noted. for his l ibertarian views, coined.
r  phrase "elect j -ve dictatorship "  when he was discussing a-recent
bour) government.This term is not at all incompatible witn tfre
t wing notion that parliamentary dernocrircy is a sham.It is well
th exami4ln-g.Taking the present 

-Tory 
government as a starting

ntr l  shal1 be out l in ing a case for the v iew that we do indeed
e under an elect ive dictatorship.  .
l,t f irst sightrit may seem strange to argue that a systen which

[s elect ions can in any sense be considered undemocrat ic.

Elyrgoes the argumentrelect ions and democracy are sJmonomous.
s i6- in fact  not  sorone of  the nost ef fect ive ways to reinforce
batorial rule is to hold frequent referenda.Referenda can be ex-
bed to give the required. result i-fras in Britain rthe mass rned.ia
general ly biased in favour of  the present system"

L- methctd hts 
- 
provdd-E-Te-

Lch has been made of  i t  in
rosi t ion to i t r the waY we

'i ls 
no sign of being changed.

indrvir tual ly al l  post  waT gov-
r i ty of  the Popular voto.Since
ncerthe share of  vote for  labour

the Tories has sunk to around a third each.This works quite

'i j-to 
the ad.vantage _of the Tories and Labournwith their geo:

hicalfy concentraEed support and grossly under-represents the

,";;.gbttt ttt" two major-parties are more concerned with forming
ntat ive elect ionsrso for as
nrtherewi l l  be no change.

an overwhelming najoritY of
jor i ty of  the electorate voted
i  ves.

he nyth is sustained by pol i t ic ians and t le media t that  we have

rrl iamentary system of goverment.In factrwilf yeTy few exc_eptions
ianent iS i -oml-nated by-the largest partyrwhich is control led
ilre government (tfre Cabinet etc.) under the direction of the
1g l{inister.On1y when governments command smal-l majorit iesrare
:oal i t ion or a ninor i tyrcan the Pr ime l { in ister ia l  dominat ion of
jament be chal lenged.Otherwiseras in the present admj-ninist-
.on , tnme I{ .Pts vote according to the Pr ine I t { in isterrs dictat .
r the present system of governmentrthe Prime l{inister hires and
rs the rninisters. l { .P.  rs 

l i f  they wish to gain a Government postt
;  keep their  noses clean.With the present s ize of  the Tory mai-
,yr the compet i t ion must be f lerce. ' t 'h j -srcombined with party-disc-
; ;  r . rh i  nni  ncn anr l  e eaTrqo of  nsr tw ' l  ovs' l  tw enst l res a eomn] i  ant
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T, ibertyrEqual i tyrFraterni ty. ' rhese were the aims of  the f i rst
great modern revoluti-on.'Ihey have
real ised.As slogans for capi ta l is
forgotten.But within the left whe
fight for superiority they are sa
1i t  t le l ibertyrequal i ty or f rate
1ng Marlist states (though attemp
Sovfet invasions of Eastern Bloc-
al- support for sociaLism).The Mar:
exactly hot houses of free debate
(see the art ic le on democrat ic ce:
dg we stand?

WHAT WE STAND FOR

propaganda and sol idar i ty

The major problern confront ing revol-ut ionar ies is not the
bu-ilding of rocla1ist parties which wil l lead the revolution
but convincing those who are j-n a posi-tion to bring about great.
social change of the need. for socialism. Economic pressures such
as itofl-ation usually bring about econcmic demands.These in turn
nay ve1J- tale on a polit ical characterrespecially when a govern-
meatr the courts and other state bodies involve themselves.

' ; '

I
fi,
IF

I

clags conf l ic t

Capi ta l ism is a deeply erploi
l i fe is determined by the- needs o
The system maintaj_ns ltself by a
j-ons 

- .  the coercive state . (  pot ic
ulators ( tne mass med. iarscho-o1s e
despite a fundamental cdntrad.icti
the system is rmanagedtmore or le

s_equentlyrrevolution not reform
be abol ished. _ the system must

,and ul t inately destrbyed.

exploi tat ion and resistancle

rt  is  the working _class wbich const i tutes a_ large major i ty of
the populat ion and which i :  most.  openly exploi tEd bt-capi la l ism"
l"y to_day resistance to the.system is-an Lccepted. "and. 

b=ai"""y-
fact  of  the workerrs r i fe.This may range from trre *urrdane _
t ime_wast ing and f ict ional  i l lness to an al l  out  naf ional  str ike
involviag hundreds of thousands of workers.The unemptoyJa ;ih;--homeless and. other disposessed el-ements ( who *ay oi, mhy n5t ue
of worl.<ing class origin ) also provid.e a source of irrit ion to
those j-n authority.The gleat contrad.iction between exploiter. and.
exploi ted r though not pol i t ical ly an accepted. reaf i i t ' - ( "" i - - t i r "*
hggg numpgrs of workers who voted- for Tha-tcher)ri"-*"rivin[ 

"orr"ceof instabil ity.ult imatellr it may trigger a general revolt iro"s- 
-

the popuLation at 1arge.
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The need however is for  confrontat ionist  pol i t ical  str ikes
to be carried further into the realm of id-eas and. action.
social i .sts,  therefore,  who wish to see a genuine revolut ion
directed.Fy_,t t rp oppressed , themselveq have the job of  ind. icat ing
the possibil i t ies- and pracffibTfiff ies of a l-i6ertarian socialf sm.
The role of  revolut ionar ies i -s pr imari ly one of  educat ion,
propaganda and solidarity so that workers wil l take over the
running of society for their own ends..

uPris ing
No-one can predict  rvhen and under what c i rcumstances & r€v-

olut ion wi l l  oclur (not even the Marxists wi th their  part icular ly
val-ueless I  d. ia- l -ect ical  mater ia l ism t  )  .However , t ru ly spontaneous
popular revolut ions of ten involve some or al l  of  the fo l lowing :-general  

str ikesrworkerts counci ls in f  actor ies etc.  ,soviets ana
armed insurrect ion.Should such a general  upr is ing take place , i t
is  usual  for  a rc iual  powerrsi fuat i -on to ar ise.Alongside more or
less povrerful remnants of the capitalist order exi-st the organ-
isat ibns of  thr ,e,geople.To achieve l iberat ion the revolut ionl
aries must movBl'8uai powerrd.issolve powerful blocs of authorit-
ar ianism (Oottr  on the r ight  and lef t )  and br ing into being a sel f
managed society.The overcomingrby the workersrof  a dual  power
si tuat ion is crucialr for  there are dangers of  capi ta l is t  rest-
orat ion on the one hand and a t reninist  coup on the other.-Both,
history has shovrnref f  ect ively destrc ly genuine ( i .e.  anarchic )
social ism .To achieve a society of  f ree and eoual-  c i t izens based
on non state forms of  social  ownership and cemented by feel ings
of socj-al  sol id-ar i ty is the aim I t  wi . t t  not  be easy bi i t  nel th6r
is i t  impossi-ble.
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