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VIRUS

W=lcome to VIRUS number z,We would like any offers of hglp with
f;t:re editions of the magazine,e.geyour letters,an article or

= willingness to try and flog it.All correspondence to VIRUS c¢/o
5&3:Wtit§chapel High St.(Angel Alley),London .E.%.

~7 === most militant N.U.M. members who have not been taken back.
-z zlone demonstrates most clearly that the war of attrition of
~== “2 month strike has ultimately worked to the advantage of the
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+he miners are not broken.Many are just as defiant and mil=-
they were during the strike.There is plenty of scope for
n the coming months = scores have to be settled,vindictive
D tog ants to be tamed and sacked miners to be reinstatede.

= the revolutionary anarchist viewpoint,the strike has been
positive experience.Despite the acute suffering,there has

scmething close to a revoution in attitudes among the miners’
»=icular and the country in general.They may be summarised as
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4.4 DIVIDED NATION - the myth of a unitary,classless society
has been fully exposed.People are either for the miners
or against.There is barely a mid way between the two.Class
divisions have once again become very pronounced;the Tory
policy of class war has created a more fully class conscious
proletariate.

.The miners who stuck it out to Xmas and beyond demonstrated
their toughness and resilience in the face of the greatest
assault ever by the forces of state oppression.They have
gained a new self respecte.

%2,In the solid coalfields, an intense community solidarity

arose.Everyone pulled together to ensure the continuity of
the struggle.

L SELF CRGANTSATION - the miners,their wives and their rel-
atives created from scratch,the means of ensuring their
survival.With the shortage of cash,a money economy in part

cave way to one based on the fulfillment of needs.Food,
clothing,shelter,toys etc.were all provided free to those
in need.A new social order based on community and welfare
perhaps became glimpsed at during the many months of short- 4



age.Ficket lines,travel,defence of communities and the opp-

osition to scabs were all to a large e t
people themselves. & xtent the work of the

SeMiners' communities have traditionally upheld an extreme
cult of masculinity and subservient role for women.A lot
of this has been eroded.Womens' support groups did not simply
provide mealsjthey went much further as women stood on picket
lines with their husbands and sons,raised funds,organised
demonstrations and muech more.Women can only have gained from
the opportunities that the strike placed in front of them.

6.The_miner$ and their supporters have been radicalised to
an incredible extent.Revolutionary alternatives have once
more,after more than =a decade,become seriously listened to,.

WE jEEDﬁNQRE MINERS' AND OTHER STMILAR ATTACKS ON THATCHERISM.IF A
ﬂLE%AT CAF ACHIEVE S0 MUCH,WHAT PCSSIBILITIES ARE OPENED UP 1N THE
EVENT CF A VICTCRY?

READER’S LETTER
e v Y Gy e T T

Though the miners' strike is over,the issue will not lie
down and go away.Here we print a letter sent way back in
fovember when picket-line violence was at its' height which
deals with the question of the middle class left and violences

November 13th 1984

Dear VIRUS,

In your article on the Miners' Strike (issue no 1)
you refer to pacifism as 'the disease which has been sweeping
the middle class left'.Personally,I find this kind of bullshit
sickening,

The middle class left object to the violence of the pickets
because it is organised by the miners themselves (and not by
any party or leader) and is aimed at the agents of the state,the
policej;they do not (as they profess) object to all violence as
a matter of course because of any deeply held personal convicte
ions .These people are actuall shitting themselves because the
miners are taking matters directly into their own hands and att—
acking the obvious source of their oppression,and NOT because
they have the strength of character or depth of feeling or
thought which makes people become pacifistseGiven a good old
fashioned,legitimate WAR,the middle class left now expressing
such concern about violence between the filth and the miners
would not be expressing any of the same (apparent) dedication
to nonviolence,because its' 'concern' is fear of people realising
their own ability and strength as individuals BREAKING THE LAW,
and NOT a desire for peace.

ANARCHY AND VPEACE,
(but not socialism thanks)

Glenne
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T===E HAS BEEN A GREAT DEAL OF DISCUSSION ABOUT THE ROLE OF
= PULICE IN THE MINERS'DISFUTE.ACCOUNLS By PEOPLE DIRECILY
@ EDTE=D ON A DAY TO DAY BASIS OF POLICE BEHAVICOUR HOWEVER ,HAVE
TEEs LE=SS EVIDENT.BELOW WE PRINT A LEIM'ER FROM A WOMAN WHO LIVES
T T== ROTHERHAM AREA 0 A FRIEND IN LONDON .1T TELLS IN CLEAk
s JUST WHAT WENT ON.

Desr Stella,

I was very pleased to receive your letter,and please
shes® the young lady for sending the money.lhe lads thank you
m=sry much,Things are not getting any better here.We have Just
mes three working miners in Bolton but every one has had to leave
e =rea,0therwise men here have been solid and willing to stay
amt “or as long as it takes.

T== police have been pigs,not letting the men go and pick

-

=m=1 Trom the tips.Riot police have been,as many as ten or twelve
== lozds to round them up like cattle.If the strikers have said
smythinz they have been beaten up and kept in the police station
for up to four days.

o= 0ld friend of ours was picketing last week at night with
jmst four more lads.When the police went to the pit gates our
fraend Gerry was rude to them.He then tried to get away but they
got Bim and broke or cracked five of his ribs.This was done by
sisht police.Seven left,thinking that he was unconscious but one
-=me back and started kicking him in the head.Gerry is fiftynine
ge=rs old,he couldn't run as fast as the younger ones.

The soup kitchen is still going,the shops have given until
e they can't give any more.Some women in the street are giving
=rtvy for the kids at Xmas,everyone is doing a little bit.One
== zbout it ,it will be a ¥mas to remember.But we will still
=arough,we have to.

io not know what the lads would have done without the help
¥ have had from friends like you andyour friends.Your friend
- sent £25,I am getting food for the lads with iteeeesscscee
=ck still runs the boxing club for the young boys.I've been
pecllscting clothes for over a year to have a jumble sale but
pegpie haven't the money to buy,so last week I sent it all to the
welTare hall for them to give it out.It may help a little.
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Well this is all for now,
Love,

FREEDOM For THE PIKE
IS DEATH FoR THE

Miynvow ,

DESTROY THE PIKEL




y Hints for Class War Demonstrators . - . _ .

4.,Don't get invoved with 'set piece' battles.The state can

s (nearly) outnumber the strikers/demonstrators.They have

e> communications,mobility}firepower’',coordination,plus power
~rest (the most intimidatory factor of all).

2.Do terrorise the local police and their families whenever
ible = sneaky night-time attacks on police houses on council
<es,bricks through- 'isolated' police station windows,bumping
individual bobbies,letting down of police car tyres etc.

.Jon't be frightened of police horses,unless they are charging
S you.A sharp point up a horses'bum can render it totally

~trollable.Similarly,in tight situations,pigs can be pulled

morses.They may seem invulnerable but if you grab hold of a

er's leg,he will lose all self confidence and panic.Marbles

w1 under a horse's hooves makes it (temorarily) uncontrollable.

Eometimes in face to face confrontations the odd copper can
w=lled into the opposing side and surrounded.Ilsolated pigs
re become terrified and vulnerable in the middle of a hostile

.Jon't get involved in confrontations if you are on your own
demonstration.As a member of a supportive group,snatches

i~z a pull and push session can be resisted.Stick together,link
and hold on for dear life.

.In mass face to face confrontations the police will try to
'wedges' to break up the crowd.lLet two or three of the
‘ers through and then surround and isolate them.

- .Sometimes coppers will advance slowly into an opposing crowd
nding to push it aside.Bewar@ of the knee in the ballsj;respond
ilarly.

.In the dark (so you won't be too easily identified) try using
“llery.Catapults can be bought from sports shops and are useful
a3it and run attacks.

©,if you are highly visible (e.g. a punk,or in some other way
cerent) you are more likely to be singled out for arrest.Be
of the crowdd

“C.Read 'Towards a Citizens' Militia =Anarchist Alternatives to
¥ato and the Warsaw Pact' by the 1st of May Group (Cienfuegos

S).
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IN PIECES ON EARTH.... .
IN PEACE IN HEAVEN.

VIOLENCGCE AND REVOLUTIOR

Political violence involves the inflicting of pain and suffer-
ing on human beings (though the destruction of property etc. is
also a form of violence).Revulsion is the normal and natural respo
to violence.Nevertheless,in a variety of forms it is endemic to
every existing society and everyone has the potential for committ-
ing a violent act, Whilst in a ceneral sense,violence is to be
condemned,we should should understand that,given the world as it
is,it will always be used.For those who uphold soecial and economic
ineguality,viclence is a perfectly justifiable means of maintain-
ing public order.The state is violence writ large,with its'sophist
jcatedarmouries,prisons,armed forces etc.Violence will only cease
to be a commonplace once socisl order becomes the every day duty
of the person within a community of ecuvality and freedom.State vio
ence meintains the social order which creates personal,individual
violences

Violence is encouraged by human inecuality.So long as one pers
on,race or class feels it can attain its' goals through superiority
of strength,rather than argument,there will be violence or the
threat of violence (ceoercion).In Britain the poor are suject to
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e cT the less obvious forms of violence.It may assume a psycho-

wec=1 character,for example the humiliation felt when having to
mwe=r versonal ouestlons for means tested benefits,or the the
sr=:r felt as one month on the dole gives way to another The
mal=nce which is homelessness,a meagre meal or a cold room is of
muster category.And,if the poor and oppressed should dare to stand
s z=i organise to overcome their poverty they,are met with the
Sr=ct skull crushing violence of the oppressive state,.

411 anarchists would,without doubt,oppose state violence whether
% e communist or capltallst On the use of violence to counter

@r cverthrow the state,however,the movement is split down the middle.
m the one hand,the pac1flst w1ng,whllst adhering to the anarchist
Helief in direct action,will only act in ways which are ostructive

=m the state so long as it invoves non-violence.Many other anarchists
Wowever,more or less reluctantly,accept the necessity of violence

BT others positively enthuse over the prospect.The key questions
relzting to the use of violence for anarchists are these:

(1) Can an egalitarian,stateless society be achieved without
matching the Vlolence of the state with the revolutionary
violence of the oppressed?If not,what alternatives are there?

(2)If violence is a necessary element in the revolutioary
overthrow of the state,what forms should it take? Is indive
1iuzl terror of any value?

To this writer,it seems that pacific direct action must be of
l:=ited value.lying down in the road,chaining oneself to railings
==tting up peace camps etc.,whilst they may be of some use ,are
pscessarily easily swept aside by the forces of the state.Such
Tcrms of direct action may be able to curb the worst excesses of

<he liberal state through its' propaganda value,but it cannot pose
z serious threat to the violent state machine.Much more effective
towever,are mass strikes and demonstrations,which by their popular
character can be much more impressive.lNevertheless,general strikes
=r.d peaceful demonstrations alone are insufficient.No state was
zver broucht down by a'national holiday' or C.N.D. style demons-
trations.The refusal to use violence literally disarms the revol-
utionary moverent.Confronting soldiers with carnations may be a fine
—oral gesture,it may even cause some defections and an unwilling=-
ness to fight (very positive indeed) but given the goon like
nrofessionalism of the British armed forces such acts are likely
o be of very limited valueo.lacifist anarchism has no answer to
cuestion .of how to neutralise an armed opnositione

iiuch anarchist violence has been counter-vproductive insofar
as the use of individual terror has usually provoked massive
retaliatory state terror which has seriously debilitated the mov-
ement.A further problem is that terrorist violence,being :almost
always the work of vanguardlst minorities,can never actually topple
a statee. The result is a strengthening of the state as it is pres-
ented with an ideal propaganda weapon and an excuse to diminish
civil liberties.In Northern Ireland,for example,years of I.R.A.
bombings have merely served to Justlfy a viciously repressive police
state.There would have been rejoicing throughout the land,had the
Brighton bomb hit its' intended target 3ut what would have been the
aftermath in terms of the states' response?We would have to endure
weeks of sickening propagandasan attack on the Irish community
and perhaps the reintroduction of hanging.There would still be a v 4
Tory government,




For anarchists,the purpose of revolution is to destroy the state
and. the exploitative system which sustains ite.History has shown
that revolutionary vanguards necessarily pervert the revolution,
helping to easurs that one clite becomes replaced by another,The
revolution must be carried out by and with the approval ,of the
ereat majority of the population otherwise anarchy cannot be achieved.
Tt is within this context that the ssue of revolutionary violence
cshould be considered.The state and all of its' oppressive apparatus
must be swept awaye.oSince this will almost certainly provoke state
counterrsvolutionary violence,this must be overcome with mass
revolutionary violence,lt is in this context that we should welcome
the workine classs violence of Thatcher's Britain.The 1981 riots
and the viclence uf the miners' picket lines mark a new approach
by ordinary people to the problems of controlling their lives in
an unecual society.Whilst not revolutionary in aim,such violence
represents s shift from the post war tradition.Hopefully,popular
violence will éccur freguently enough to help build a tradition of
sreet revolt which can lay the basis of a new combative appToach to

This is not Grimethorpe
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~despate a fundamental contradiction between capital and labour,
the system is 'managed'more or less successfully in the interests
of a small minority.The system has no provision for reforming
itself away,indeed the most powerful capitalist institutions
exist to maintain that system.Consequently,revolution not reform
is the only means by which it can be abolished ~ the system must
be subverted.from within.weakened,and ultimately destroyed.

exploitation and resistance

1t is the working class which constitutes a large majority of
the population and which is most openly exploited by capitalism,.
Day to day resistance to the system is an accepted and ordinary
fact of the worker's life,.lhis may range from the mundsne -

time wasting and fictional illness to an all out national strike
involving hundreds of thousands of workers.The unemployed ,the
homeless and other disposessed elements ( who may or may not be
of working class origin ) also provide a source of irrition to
those in authority.The great contradiction between exploiter and
exploited ,though not politically an accepted reality (note the
huge numbers of workers who voted for Thatcher),is a living source
of instability.Ultimately,it may trigger a general revolt among
tke population at large.

propaganda and soclidarity

The major problem confronting revolutionaries 1s not the )
building of ®ocislist  parties which will lead the revolution
but convinecing those who are in a position to bring about great.
social change of the need for socialism, Economic pressures such
as inflation usually bring about econcmic demands.These in turn
may well take on a political character,especially when a govern-
ment,the courts and other state bodies involve themselves,

Tne need however is 1or confrontavionist political strikes
to be carried further into the realm of ideas and action.
Soclalists, therefore, who wish to see a genuine revolution
directed by the oppressed themselves have the job of indicating
the possibilities and practicabilities of a libertarian socialism.
The role of revolutionaries is primarily one of education,
propaganda and solidarity so that workers will take over the
running of society for their own ends,.

uprising

No=one can predict when and under what circumstances a reve
clution will occur (not even the Marxists with their particularly
valueless 'dialectical materialism').However ,truly spontaneous
popular revolutions often involve some or all of the following :
general strikes,worker's councils in factories etc. ,soviets and
armed insurrection.Should such a general uprising take place ,it
is usual for a 'dual power'situation to arise.Alongside more or
less powerful remnants of the capitalist order exist the organ=
isations of thg eople.To achieve liberation the revolution-
aries must mov f&ual power,dissolve powerful blocs of authorit-
arianism (both on the right and 1eft§ and bring into being a self
managed society.The overcoming,by the workers,of a dual power
situation is crucial ,for there are dangers of capitalist rest-
oration on the one hand and a Leninist coup on the other.Both
history has shown,effectively destroy genuine (i.e. anarchic 3
socialism .To achieve a society of free and eoual citizens based
on non state forms of social ownership and cemented by feelings
of social solidarity is the aim It will not be easy but neither
1s it impossible.




