
UIRUS No 4
Contact address :  8/obrWhitechapel High Street.  London 8.1.?QX.

CONTENTS

THE MONARCHY TODAY.

STATE STRIPPED BARETHE

REVIEW : The Bolshevik myth by A.Berknan.
Trotsky Protests too mueh by E.Goldman.

MARXISM AND THE STATE.

COMMENT

Anarchism seems to be undergoing some sort of revivalrjud.ging from the
the numbers of people who are turning up to Anarchj-st bookfairsrClAss WAR
d.emonstrat ions,STOP THE CITY type evenbs etc.The press is even start ing to
'ft,ake an interestrthough predictably it has eoncentrated on the nore violent
aspects.Even VIRUS got a mention in one issue of the NEW STATESMAN.

Despite the growth in interest and numbers ( the movement is st i11 t iny)
t-he aqarchists are much less effect ive than they need be.Most anarchi-sts are
totally isolated and apart from buying papers and taking part in the odd
j.sol-ated eventrare inactive.DAM and CLASS WAR offer some sort of focus and
i-m their respeetive areas of work are showing the advaantages of anarehist
orEanisation .Nervertheless these two groups have slagged each other off in
tJue lnst,and i f  we add FREEDOMIS j ibes , the whole thing looks a bi t  s j .ck.

Hhat is needed (and in a hurry,if we are to take ful1 ad.vantage of the
mer interest) is some general orientation of all class struqgle,militant
*n*rehists.There isnl t  nuch point in try ing to pu11 in pacif istsrgreensrind-
iv idual iststc. , for though their  v iews may have some val idi ty,a rag-bag of
approaches would not serve to bring about a gencralised amrchist advance.

This issue is devoted to the state.Though the art ic les concentrate on
the state as oppressionrit should not be construed that the state cannot be
destroyed.States are constructed out of human material and ultimately are

;:st as capable of being subverted as any other organisation.
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IUIUE CRITICISM ! THE MclNAFtcHY ToE AY

,mG kitish Royal f anily intrudes into our lives constantly.
I &rilcrrision and press interminably churn out stories of their

md doingsrr . . the bir th of  yet  another Hoyal  bratoPrincess
16 m.ey hatethe removal of a bl-ackhead from Princess l{argarets

Cverr+heimingl-yrwhat is reported i-s f lattering trivia (less
que coveregerbuch as the Queen Motherrs-  a lcohol ishrDiarrars
gvrq{"Ts'"gl I s- nryph_91T11.-s9 
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lesser royal- figures such as Princess
@l of Kent cannot be taintedo'llhe
tnat her father was a member of the
q-evoluti-onary Freikorps r an early

:!n'.il an S.S offj-cer had to be whj-te-
.hince Charles I wif e hgd to be a
ririch gives her a cerEilin Pu-ritY

Ti:rgin l,;ary) . Also , of courserheT_
- . ! - f -5-Ll l  

t ' rdI-J /  .  JtJDv t  vJ vvu.L r)E, l rv!-

g t*ould renove any possible 'f
the future Queenrr talh among the

:ricir" : 'he purpose of this derfication

@,sisrcorstency and stabrl i ty. '- lhe Royal

ffir.l 1*'!. cp;r trace its I ancestry back over

3

@ ri6[t to ru].e may have been constitutionally abandoned- years

ut reading the Brit ish pressryoll wouldnrt have guessed it.

@r this constant aduLation? . Why this -
ffi strean of drivel? rhe existence of
r frnarchy is notras some would suppose
milrgtrt pbtitica3- consequence.ft is a

feature of our governmental s;rs-
mrn'a the naintenance of conservative

ilrffiics,So much sorthe lrabour PartY
not crit icise the nonarchy -to do ilodfr" Aril 21, 196 FIIRWARI! WIIII ERIIAIII

M@i@td nark a break with labourr s long

lHiilffiUuu$ayof c lass col laborat ion.  (Note the
of ex labour I'IPs awaiting their
be asked to join the House of

ltrffie monarchy is virtually deified- by
wtuol-e of the British establishmen'i;.

r l r ;ora-r@

oerturi es.Just as the monarchy has
jineC iatactrso must the establishment

'llho 
-out 

the nonarchy above the problerns
dry to da-v reality.rrrffise of Commons

lhe a bear garden in reality but given
'ierc"ity it receives through its' ssse

ilm'ff is= +rith the nonarchyrit is sti l l
a-sie.Thatcher' s reactionary l-avis

@ven added legitimacY through tEe

":frrJlom. of the Queenrs sj-gna.ture and- the
autl.oritarian structure is st-rength

lhe monarchy uPholds the sYstem in
wqy.Ii sSrurbolises an unchangin5q-

frr.tils wt:ch it is the head.The monarchy is
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THE STATESTRIPPED BARE

Me post war per iod of  B r i t ish pol i t ics hasrunt i l  recent ly
dom.inaied by the soclal-democrat ic v iew of  the state.The

and lularxist conceptions of the coercive state were deemed
@ et -oest irreleva.nt in the era of social welfarism.After all

mrot tbe state concentrate n:ost of itsr energies and fina.ncial
s on non coercive areas?The state redueatedr through a school

n:rt iealed through the l iationaL Health Service and it provid-

S@rih,s a:C services through the nationalised- sector of industry.

'Mfuiem:e 'nere to be surersti l l  important area.s of state activity
eou]C be subsumed und-er the umbrel-Ia of the mrlitary-bur€a.u-

frr,q m,acb,ine but in post war Britain a. plurality of state funct-
amc. polit ical processes was the acader'ric ord.er of the day.
ju@rlr and iabour governments denied vehemently that the state

mry lcrger preoccupi  d wi th coercion via the armed forcesrpol ice
mm,Erire judic iaryrc iv i l -  service gtc.The radical  approach vras
'] i l ' fr 'nni,re:rfar better aceept a Liberal-democratic consensual app-

llill rlr:e a r+hirlwindrthatcherism has cast off many of the welfarist
more starkly to a weapon

strength through every
end education budnets

ilrnsE cf the state and reduced it much
ffimfr-mLaEon.The coercive state gains in

at ionrr iot  or  str ikerwhi lst  heel- th
ffi@"fifr rea_uced and _privatised.

/

1.6 ln addrrron to taking rnto account the riots of lggl th. Gou.-rn.nt
h,as been concerned to learn the lessons from other recent instances of major
p.cbtic disorder. These includc not only the events of Southall, bur earijer
disurbances such as those at Grunwick's in 1976-77. During the review the
no$ serious disorders have been associated with the lggl riois and the l9g4-
*5 rninsrs' dispute; but many other public order problems have arisen, as a
rsruh of demonstrations by animal rights protesters, the Stop the city campaign,
thc alri-nuclear movement, the National Front, and the iontinuing diiordei
as-scdated wrth football hoolieanism.
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The Special lJranchlhaving overreached itse.lf in
non l -av,r  breaking ant i -nuclear act iv istsohas been

the surveil-lance
subject  to an
invest iga. t ion

have been made
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1ui-ry.$trhi1st  the report  is  a whi tewash,no ser ior-rs
its worlc was carried outrthe airns of the Brai.ch

bl ic"The aim of  the Branch is to
bat subversion which is def ined
amazingly broad terms. Subversive

tivit ies includ-e those acts "vrhich
aten the safety or wel lbeing of
s bate, anC r,rhich are intend-ed to

er.rnine or overthroiv parliament, -
ary democracy by pol i t icalelndustr-
ia l  or  v io lent means".BY this def-
i-nit ionnvirtually anyone who is

[ .ve in radicaJ- pol i t ics must
-erpect to be the subject of Speci.al

-rfiranch attentj- ono fndeed r according
to the ' I IMES (70.5.85) there were
in '1974rone mi l l ionrone hundred
thousand names on the ind-exrof which
a third v/ere accompanied by f i les.
Wow cornputer isedrthe l is t  hae passed
tire one and a half mil l ion mark.

Thanks to Cathy i ' ' iassiterrwe now know for certain that i1f5
rout inely inf i l t rates and observes the act iv i t ies of  the t rade
uaions and organisat j -ons l ike c.N.D. Al l  in al l  thenrwe now have
a comprehensive system of secret  pol ic ing at  a l . l  levels of  societyo
[Iiese developments are bad enoug5h bu.t given the concurrent t ight-
ening of trade union lawrr"re are not{ witnessing the birth of a
'lru-ly authoritarian soci-ety.
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Kronstadt Commune.

The Goldman pamphlet was wri t ten in response to Trotskyls pronouncements on the
ject of  Kronstadt in 1938.Trotsky,who had been one of the most authori tar ian of
Bolshevik leadersrwas by then reduced tO a pathet ic impotence.During the Kronstadt
ts he had personal lyused hi-s extensive powers over l - i fe and death in a quite
trary manner,convinced as he wasrof his own greatness and superior understanding,

,1n 1938rhe was without posi t ion and power.He had given his reasons for the degener-
on of theRussian revol-ut ionrfor which he absolved himself  of  al l  responsibi l i ty.That
had argued for the mi l i tar isat ion of labourrthe subordinat ion of the trade unions
the state and the banning of part ies and fact ions was not important,he suggested.
never a cr is is arose ,Trotsky always chose the authori tar i -an opt ion.The revol-ut j -on
ch he did so much to bend to his wi l l  f inal ly devoured him in L9/r0.
Trotskyism has developed a mythology around i ts founder which elevates him to the

el of  sainthood.Goldmanfs pamphlet goes some way to explaining the truth.
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AND THE STATE

Marxi $s and Anarchists seen to,share rather
simi lar approaches to the quest ion of the state.
In real- i ty,however,  ser ious di f ferences exist

ch al low us to clear ly di f ferent iate between
the two approaches - the Anarchists wi l l  have no
truck whatsoever with the state,whi lst  the Marx-
ists bel ieven that in speci f ic  c i reunstancesrthe
state ean be ut i l ised.

ORIGINS

For the Marxists, the state is pr imari ly an
i .nstrument for the maintenarce of c lass rule.The
f irst  statesrfrom the Marxist  standpointrwere
ereated as social-  c lasses appearedrto maintain
and ensure the power of the explol t ing class.In
other wordsrstates as r legi t imatelyrorganised

violeneergovernment,  bureaucracy, etc. ,  were in
their  or iYral  forms created by the rul ing classes
as they emerged from a condit ion of rpr i rni t ive

eommunisml.There is some evidence thatron occas-
i .onrthis may have been the ease.The problem is
that the earl iest statesr in a given region often

deve$ed in the distant past and there i-s no way
of knowing i f  states were actual ly created to

Breserve the dominat ion of a new class.
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