
VI RUS
THE ENEMY WITHIN

Contact  address c/o Angel  Al lev,84b,Whitechapel  Hish Street,London E. l .7QX.

The trade union and labour movement is in a condit ion of almost perpetual

turmoi l  and disarray.This spr ings mainly from the attack on workersr l iv ing

standards and organisat ions by the rul ing class,whether as employers'government

speculators,or whatever. In some respects (perhaps superf ic ial)  we are going

through a re-run of  the 1920ts and 1930ts.Most unions are losing members, there

is massive unenploymentr l -ockouts are ever nore frequent ly being resorted to and

the snell- of soeial and economic decay hangs heavy.

The response of organised labour too,has echoes of the inter-war years.Faced

with a nassive attack on the working class,what has been the response of the

trade union leaders and the Labour Party - nothing but capitulation after ready

capitulat ion (with the notable except ion of the N.U.M. ) ,abreaking of ranks for

immediate advantage (most recent ly E.E.T.P.U. )  and an urging of moderat ion in

face of the onslaught;

Our rulers are waging class war,and qui te successful ly too.The T.U.C. qui-vers

in i ts boots,trapped as they are by const i tut ional-  nieet ies and the threat to

their  s inecures,pensionsrauthori ty etc.The Labour Party hurt l -es to the r ight

under the worthy heir  to the Wilson/FooL/CalTaghan mantle,Nei l  Kinnock,and as

mentioned in the last issue of VIRUS,the Marxist  l -ef t  is fal l ing apart .

Anarchismrwhi lst  st i l - l  qui te insignif icantrhowever cont inues to grow and

consol idate.The Marxists are aware of our threa.t  to their  t radi t ional const i t -

uency and the anarchist potential to outflank them on the left by offering genuine

workers autonomy and self  organisat ionr independent of pol i t ical  part ies.Accord-

ingly , the Marxist  press has started to take note of us.The SOCIALIST WORKER

devoted an article to the subject of anarchism a few months ago and the February

edition of the LENINIST contained an article which was thousands of words long

on the same issue.Incident lyrVlRUS was deseribed in the LENtrNIST asrra more coh-

erent t l ibertar ian Communistt  paper than most of the turgid anarchist  ragsrr.

Thanks for the rconpl inentr ! !

The ANARCHIST-COMMUNIST DISCUSSIoN GR0UP is benefitting from the renewed in-

terest and growth in anarchism.The SYNDICALIST FIG;IT Group has merged with us

and there are now groups or contacts in TorkrMed'way,London,salford'Lancaster '

Crawley,Luton,CrntE"Uury and Broadstairs.Hopeful ly,befo::"  !h9l9"t  
issue of

VIRUS comes out,we will have forned the ANARCHIST-COMMIII\IST FEDESATION ard

produced the f i rst  j -ssue of our agitat ional paper '

The A.C.D,G. has agreed upon a set of  ai-ms and pr i-nciptes and a const i- tut ioaf

structure (avai lable free fromA.C.D.G. C/0 8/*B,Whiteehapel High Street.London.

8.1. 7QX.) which combines a uni- tary organisat ion with ful l  democracy and group

autonony.There are no leadersrcentral  conmit tees etc. ,a l l  major decis ions are to

be decibed by a systen of nandatable delegates meetings from the groups'whi lst

the lat ter maintain complete autonomy in the l -ocal i t ies.I f  you want to bui ld a

serious nat ional anarchi-st  presence in this country contact us now'

5rf,senipttons fo VrRUs cerl| fl PJear €rom +E above ffress,
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That neaning uas a revolutionary oerhaving l-ittle to do with the assorted Lab-

ouri tesrConnunists and.Tro' tskyists. I t  was int inately connected with the struggle for
the eight hor:r day and the execution of anarchist militants i-n Chicago.

fn the l8S0rsrChicago was a hot-bed of industr ial  struggle.Many immigrant workers

nany of them Czech and German had come to work in i ts mi l ls and factor i"es.There was

a strong aaarchist curuent among these workers,testified to by the German daily and

two veekl ies,the Czeeh weeklyrand the Engl ish fortnight ly publ ished by anarchist
mi l tents,nenbers of the First  Internat ional.

In 1886 when the Eight-Hour Day Movement got under way,the International- took an
aet ive part  in the struggle in Chicago.65,OOO workers were locked out by the bosses.
Ti ie pol ice brutal ly at tacked both str ikers and demonstrators.As May approached,the
eertre of eonflict becane the Mc0ormi-ck Harvester works,where a loclGout had taken

trace.On the third of May the pol ice opened f i re on a factory-gate neet ing there and
ki l lecl  several  nen.Next day a protest meeting took place in Haymarket Squa.re,The pol-

ice narched on the crowd to disperse i t ,when a bomb was thrornm from a side al ley.The
pol ice retal iated by shoot ing into the erowd,some workers shot backrand the aftermath
yas seven police ,and about twenty workers dead.

A round-up of anarchists fol lowed.Eight mi l tantsrmany editors of anarchist  papers

were put on tr ia l- .  In factrvery few hadeven been at the meeting, let  afone had any-
thing to do with the throwing of the bomb. (There is evidence that it may have been
the work of a pol ice agent).The anarehists were tr ied for their  revolut ionary bel iefs

not for any act ion that had taken place.Seven were sentenced to death.In the end four

were hanged,one comnit ted suicide before his execut ion,and two others had their  sen-
enees eommuted to long pr i-son terns.

The trial had taken place in an atnosphere of hysteria and prejudice whipped up

by the 1ocal and national presslChen Governor Altgelt looked into the matter severa-l

years laterrhis invest i -gat ion showed that the executed men had no compl ic i ty in any
bomb plot.The two imprisoned anarchists were reprieved.

The First  of  May,designated as a day of act ion by the Tnternat ional for the eight
hour day,now had a doubl-e signi f icance.In these t imes of compronise when the labour
movenent is in the gr ip of the trade union bureaucratsrwe shoul-d remember the cour-
age and convict ion of those revolut ionary anarchists who died for their  bel iefs.We
shoul-d try to re- introduce revolut ionary l ibertar ian ideas into the workerstmovement
just as they sought to do.

EXCLUSIVE !

In a far reaching scient i f ic

experiment, last ing over f i f teen min-

utesrPrince Charles has conclusively

determined that he does not have a

brain. EXCLUSIVE PH0T0 of the test-;r

A Palaee spokesperson denied that

this woul-d 1ike1y to be causing the

Prince any real problems.tAfter al l '

the off ic ial  added, I  such a def ic iency

has never caused the Queen any di f f i -

ul t i -es I  .
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i )  This tneans they bel ieve they have some inherent ly superior world view

which ent i t les them to concrete leadership.I t ts somewhat simi lar to a

neri tocrat ic ideology,the experts must make the decisions.This is bureau-

crat ic not soc|al ist .Social ism is the col lect ive control  of  society for

the mernbers of that socieiy.No leadership ean divine what the people want

and therefore,as nuch direct  democracy as possible is necessary.People

must be as much in control  of  their  environment as possible 'or they may

wel l  become apathet ic.The S.W.P. want a representat ive type of society

with a few tr inmings such as revocabi l i ty and themsefves in power.

i i )The advj-ce the S.W.P. gives on speci f ic  issues.the act ion they te1l

people to iake ,.is alnost completely based on what the working class have

Cone before,without direct ives from the party.Whi lst  revolut ionary anal-

s is is useful , i t  is  a tool ,not  a super ior  wor ld v iew,and there is no

Teason why you canlt  come to certain conclusions fron experience that

you would- from studying pol i t ical  theory.I t  fol lows that there is no just-

i f icat ionfor becoming the leadership because you have a part icular anal-

ysis.

b)Tfre struggle for soeial ism is redueed to a struggle between pol i t ical

leaderships.
i ) t f r : -s is bourgeois analysis.The working cfassare an object of  var i-ous

part iest  struggles,history becones a record of  th is struggle ' l ike bourg-

eois history of the r ise and fal l -  of  k ings and queens.

i i )This impl l -es the autonomous act ions of the working class are not to be

eneourageh.Wh"n union leaders of the Labour Party are cr i t ic ised,the S.W.P

do not ask workers to do things for thernselves,they tel l  workers they

should do what they want them to do.The S.W.P. do not encourage workers to

seek sol idar i ty fron others thenselves and not rely on the unions etc.

but to fo l low the S.W.P. l ine.

i i i )Whi lst  reformist ideol-ogy and refornist  leadership hinder the working

class,this is not the only ideological  obstacle the working elass has to

overcome.Apathy, consumerism rprofessional ism, sexism and racism form even

more dangerous obstacles.

c)tne working elass cannot go beyond a si tuat ion of dual power without the

leadershiP of the PartY.
i)There is no example to contradict  this.

i i )There is no guarantee a party wi l l  do i t  for them'

i i i )This means that the working class donrt  want to go beyond dual power.

The party must get i tsel f  efected to posit ions of power and nake the dec-

is ion for  the c lass'even i f  they donrt  want i t -

iv)There is no reason why an organised revolut ionary organisat ion couldntt

argue consistent ly for this act ion and win a major i ty without assuming

power.

These ideological  posi t ions have only one thing in common.The working class
i tsel f  is incapable of aehieving social ism.The party must not only lead,but
foster a dependenceon i ts views.Workers must be eneouraged to fol low the l - ine
obedient ly.Of course we al l  bel ieve something,and want others to bel ieve i t ,but
i rrespect ive of what revolut ionaries say,this is no subst i tute for the experience
of workers in struggle or creat ive acts.The revolut i -onary provides advice and
analysis in order for the class to nake deeisions for i tsel f , to detennine i ts own
future.The ideological  leadership of the revolut ionary is for aiding the working
elassrnot a t ieket for leadership.The cl-ass must base i ts decisions on i- ts exper-
ience far greater than that of the revolutionary,who may often not be on the
front l ine' in view of the adviee the revolut ionary gives,The problem is to get
an audience,not a fol lowing.

Yours in Sol idar i ty,
Phi l  Halsal l .

(vort)
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A VIRUS COMRADE REPLIES

We welcone the D.A.M. comrades remarks.As regards CLASS WAR,i t  seems that they
have recently helped set up a CLASS WAR FEDERATION involving a nunber of groups
around the country.

I t  is certainly this wri terrs experience,and from twenty years invovement in
the anarchist  movement ,and from conversat ions with French comrades,that what happ-
ened in the Manchester Poly Anarchist  Group was a repeat performance of something
that has been happening for many years.As he says,Green Anarcho-Pacif ists,al ternat-
ive l i festylers etc.exist ing in the same groups as class struggle anarchists results
in nothing getting done.This was the problem in the ANARCHIST FEDERATION OF BRITAIN
in the I950t s Many people becane interested in elass struggle anarchism,but they
found that they were total ly paralysed by belng in the A.F.B.,a real Holy Roman
Empire of anything that cal led i tsel f  anarchlst .This led to an exodus of many mil i -
tants to the Trotskyist  organisat i -ons.( f .S.  and I .M.G.)  and the sett ing up oi  Uott t
thE ORGANISAT]ON OF REVOLUT]ONARY ANARCH]STS and the ANARCHIST-SYNDICALIST ALLIANcE
in react ion to the A.F.B; rs total  inef fect iveness.

We recognise that the ain of Anarcho-Syndicalism is Libertarian Communisn and
that nany D.A.M. mi l i tants see themselves as both Anarcho-Communi,sts and Anarcho-
Syndical ists.We also agree that 'much work in spreading our ideas throughout society
will seem bori-ng,however,that both BASH tHE RICH MARCHES and STOP BUSINESS AS US-
UAL did get fairly large numbers of youngpeople involved in action and in contact
wi th anarchist  ideas,(After al l  D.A.M. menbers took part  in the STOP THE CfTy act ions).
We recognise their  l imitat ions,as I  think do nany who ini t iated the act ions.

However on Anarcho-Syndical ism,we must make our posi- t ion clear.Anarcho-Syndical-
isrn (and revolut i -onary syndical ism) have, in the past, inspired and created many mass
movements throughout the world.Their  insistence on direct act ion,complete indep-
endence from dominat ion by pol i t ical  part iesron sel- f-managed struggles,and f inal ly
their  involvenent i -n col- l -ect iv isat ion and self-management in, for example,spain(1936),
the I tal ian factory counei ls (1919) are an inspirat ion to al- l  c lass =l"uggt" anar-
chists.Anarcho-Syndical ism coneentrates on the work-plaee , to the detr iment of act-
iv i ty in the courmunity and on a whole range of soei-al  movements.The revolut ionary
uni-on is not enough for the control  and take-over of society.General  assemblies of
workers nust delegate factory comnit tees and workersl  counci ls to run the work-
placees.In the eommunit iesrsimi-1ar assenbl ies nust create counci ls to run the towns
and vi l lagesrin conjunct ion r* i th the workersf counci ls, to organise the health servi_ce
transport  system,and social-  welfare ( looking after the o1d and inf i"m).Simi lar ly,
in the school-s and col- leges'mass assembl i -es of  students must,wi th teachersrcommit tees
oversee the day to day running of educat ion.Anarcho-Syndical ism in i ts pre-occup-
at ion with the workplacerlgnores the struggles of the unemployed,of women and men
outside of the workplacerof i -ssues affect ing convent ial  issues of sexual moral i ty,
and the environnent.Tt 1s of course a pr ior i ty to bui ld an act ive anarchlst  pres-
ence in the r ,rorkplace,but we should not i -gnore struggles on other fronts against
capital ism and the state.

Sone Anarcho-Syndical- ists (not al1,by any means) see the ereat i-on of a rnass
Anarcho-Syndical ist  uni-on as enough in i tsel- f .They have been apathet ic,and some
times host i t re to the creat ion of a specif ic anarchist  organisat i -onrcarrying out
act iv i ty inside and outside the workplace (some elements in the Spanlsh C.N.T.the
German F.A.U. and the Argent in ian F.O.R.A.) .

We are very aware of the need to have l inks internat ional ly with other l ibert-
ar ian organisat ionsrand are i -n correspondence with groups in IrelandrFrancerl taly
and Switzer.l-and.To put forward the I.W.A. (rHu INTTRNATIONAL WORKERS ASSOCIATION)
as the anarchist  internat ional is inadequate.For a start  this not an internat ional
of anarchist  organisat ions,but one of syndical ist  unions and of groupings hoping to
set up syndical ist  unions.Another point is that not al l  of  the syndical ist  unions
are in the I .W.A. The Swedish S.A.C has ]ef t , the American I .WII  .  has never been a
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british anarchism surveved
What is Wrong with the Movement?

f  he general  environment f  or  revolut-

ionary anarchists is ,at  present-unden-

iably verv host i le-The ideas that ve

put f  orward are regarded as at  best

i r re levant andat worst  the rant ings of

the ief t 's  lunat ic f  r inge-And as far

as the revolut ionary social ist  movem-

ent is concerned the inf luence of

anarchists . is  negl iq ib le;revolut ionary

social ismrin Br i ta in at  leastr is ef  f -

ect ively dominated by the Marxist  t rad-

i t ion-

In large part  th is unheal thy posi t ion

is the faul t  of  the anarchist  movement

i tsel f -Af ter  a l l ropportuni t ies for

growth have been consistent ly missedr in

part icular the per iod f rom 1968 to 197\

with i ts mass demonstrat ions and a t .vor-

k ing c lass conf ident enough to br ing

down a TorY gover-nment-

But far  f  rom extending i ts inf  luence

Bri t ish anarchism has clung to exist-

ence by i ts f ingernai ls-This is not to

dismiss the invaluable c 'ontr ibut ion of

var ious orqanisat ions s ince the Second

tJorId I ' lar  in keeping the revolut ionary

f  lame burninq-Howeverrue do have to

recognise that these orqanisat ionsras

as wel l  as others over the past for ty

years ,have f  a i led to break down the

ghettoisat ion of  anarchism on the narg-

ins of  social ism in Br i ta in-

l rJhy is th is?There is no doubt that

revolut ionary anarchists have f  i rmly

m.i .T; i l ;o-?n or ientat ion on the work-

ing c lass as the chief  agent of  social

change-Yet in the same Deriod since

1945 many author i tdr ian groupingsrsome

of which have trumpeted student rad-

ical ismrblack nat ional ism and colonial

( iberat ion as a subst i tue f  or  proletar-

ia-n revolut ionrhave grown considerably-

In 1910 there can not have been more

than one hundied and f  i f ty  I rotskyists

in Br i ta in- In 1985 there are at  Ieast

ten thousandralbei t  f  ragmented into a

Iarge number of  smal l  grouPings-

A br ief  exar i  inat ion of  the Br i t ish

anarchist  t radi t ion ooints to two key

factors that  have disto. ted the devel-

opment of  the movement-

First ly,  there has been a widespread

adopt ion, ,  of  the t ranarc.hist f f  label  bv

essent ia l ly  bourgeois pol i t ical  movem-

ents.This 0rocess can be traced back to

the emergence of  CND as a rnass movement

f  rom 1958 onr ' lards-Before that  date the

bleak poi i t ical  terrain of  the 50's

Br i ta inr .barren soi l  for  social ist  ideasr

had enforced the isolat ion of  anarchists

f  rom any real  audience-CND, howeverrdrew

a huge number of  act iv istsrnew into the

pol i t ical  arena-Albert  Meltzer has des-

cr ibed this development and the response

of the anarchist  movement:

rr lhe anarchist  movement already ex-

ist inq did not exact ly encourage the

net,r  t rend^hl i th memories o ' f  
'many 

peace

and reform movements, thet t6 lder generat-

ionn ei ther qrandly ignored this one ( l

d id so ny sel f )or  pointed out Iogical ly

but der is ively that  merely to cal l  for

the banning of  the bomb was hardly en-

ouqh-How could they expect that  govern-

ments would 'ban'  the bomb? -  or  respond

to appeals to do so? -  or  be expected

to keep such a ban? And what hypocr isy

to associate the Labour Party and Lib-

eral  MP's!  A11 this was very t ruerbut i t

was an echo of  the conclusions arr ived

at independent ly by a large number of

the CND rank and f i le- Indeed-so impat-

ient  wi th the Ieadership were many of

the Iat ter  that  they l ined up behind

the anarchist  banner so that they would

not coooerate wi th what was s o f  ar

as the nuclear div id ing l ine was c0n-

cerned -  the loyai  opposi t ion---wi th

the 'New Left 'and the Campaiqn for

Nuciear Disarmament of  the f  i f  t ies,

many in the peace movement Iooked to

anarchism rather to the establ ished

part ie 'sr thouqh i t  was not c lear what

some of thought of  as anarchist '  and

they may have confused i t  wi th a m0re

mil i tant  l iberal ism-rr  ( t )
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A simi lar  Process has t f fected

the B. i t ish.The revolut ionary idea of

the great anarchist  theor ists have

been wel land trulY bur ied bY the

weight of  bourqeois i iberal ism-An

abstract  concept of  f  reedomhas rep-

laced Bakunin 's insistence thatt t the

ser ious real isat ion of  I iberty l just-

ice and peace wi l l  be Possible so

long as the vast maior i ty of  the pop-

ulat ion remain dispossessed----u-(4)

Nowrapparen' t lypwe can obtain l iberty

within capi ta l is t  society throuqh

personal  l iberat ion -  as i f  such were

possible wi thol ! -  tocial  revout ion-

The tragedy i9 that  th is react '

ionary nonsense inf  luences genuine

class struggle anarchists as wel l  as

the edi tors of  f  reedom-Ant i - intel l -

ectual ism hamstr ings the movement by

prevent ing the develoPment of  anY

coherent analysisr the reject ion of

ef  fect ive taet ics- on the basis that

rr the I rots d0 i t r f  leaves revolut ionary

organisat ions unable to relate to the

real  working class involved in I9: ]
struggles

So revolut ionarY anarchists wi I I

have to break once and for al l  wi th

I iberal ism i f  the movement is to gain

any pol i t ical  ground at  a l l -But as

has already been ment ionedrtherre is a

sec0nd f  actor enf orc ing anarchism's

current f  r inqe status-

l rJhen the Pioneer Br i t ish anarch-

ists qained control  of  the Social ist

Leaoue in the 1680's theY l lere Part

of  a nat ive revolut ionarY tradi t ion-

0n the meri t  s ide , that  t radi t ion was

always strongly ant i -par l iamentar ian'

0n the debi t  s ide were the propagand-

ist  at t i tudes of  Br i t ish revolut ion-

ar ies-The approach r ,vas summed up by

lrJ i l l iam Morr is in 1890 as thetrmaking

of social ists, ie-convincing people

that Social ism is good f  or  them and

is oossibler?- (5)

This is a f  ar  crY f  rom Eakuninos

understanding that propaganda wasr in

i tsel f . , insuf f  ic ient  and that the

'rorking c lass could only at ta in c lass

consciousness in thd course of  strugggle

The rrmaking of  sociatr istsr t  meant

in ef  fect  that  Br i t ish revout ionar ies

consistent ly stood aside fromtrpart ia l r r

struggles f  or  t rade union ends and

for I imi ted social  improvements-These

were regarded as mere rrpal l iat ivesrr

that  could only divert  the working

class f rom the straight road to soc- '

ia l is t  revolut ion. lhe fact  that  th is

strategy lef t  them completely isolated

f rom the mass of  the uorking class

did not seem to disturb them in the

Ieast-

An example of  propagandism in act ion

! , ,as the act iv i ty of  the Social ist

Labou r  Partyra largely Scott ish based

organisat ion that spl i t  away f  rom the

SociaI  Democrat ic Federat ion in 1903-

Ihe SLP- 's posi t ion was heavi ly inf lu-

enced bythe ideas of  Daniel  de Leon,

one of  the founders of  the Industr ia l

Workers of  the l rJor ld in the U-S-A-

Ihey argued f  or  the creat ion of  ind-

ustr ia l  unions l imked with a pol i t ical

party that  would general ise the pol-

i t ics of  Iocal  struggles-Their  concept

of  I tset t inq uprt  industr ia l  unionsrhow
pvpr-r :nnsisted of  counterposing the
" ' " ' t

idea of  their  Industr ia i  Workers of

Gr"eat Br i ta in to the exist ing t rade

unions-Ihere rras no understanding of

how to relate the bui ld ing of  indust-

r ia l  unions to the actual  exper ience

of workers- Consequent ly-al though the

SLP became relat ivelv inf  luent ia i - 'SLP

members played a Ieading role in the

batt les onrrRed Clydesidett  just  af ter

the First  \ 'Jor ld I , lar  -  the projected

I lJGB never saw the I ight  of  daY-

Ihe same att i tude is st i l I  f  a i r IY

common in the Br i t ish social ist  mov-

ement- Ihe Social ist  Party ef  I reat

Br i ta in cont inues tr to make social istst l

whi ie re. ject ing t tpart ia l r r  struqgles:

as an organisat ion they st i l l  have as

f  ew members and as I i t t Ie inf  Iuence

as they did at  their  foundat ion in

1904-For the Revolut ionary Communist

Party the central  quest ion conf ront ing

the working class is that  of  Ieader-

shio-So thev work to PrePare their

; ; ; [ ; ; ; , in i totut ion' f  roh the dir tY

work of  daY-to-daY f  iqhts- to wtn

i lpal l iat ivesrr ,of  course , t0r  tne 13
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ual act ion rather than of  wel l  organised

col lect ive intervent ion-This is cont-

rary to the methods developed and en-

c0uraged throughout tbe genuine anartoh-

ist  t radi t ion-To paraphrase the words

of Alexander Ber"kmanranarchism means

orqanisat ion and more organisat ion-

I /HAT SORI OF ORGANISATiON?

0ne quest ion is lef t  begging- what

sort  of  organisat ion?Bv the t ime that

Berkman was wri t ing- in the late 1920's

anarcho-syndical ists had succeeded in

bui ld inq mass movenents that  actual ly

had the col lect ive power to threaten

capi ta l ism and the state-In SpainrGer-

manyr l ta lyrArgent ina etc- Iarge wel l

establ ished anarcho-svndical ist  unions

had acted as ral ly ing points for  the

most mi i tant  sect ions of  the working

^t  -^^UIOJ).

These 0rganisat ions'even in their

heyday,made ser ious mistakes.They were

al l ,wi thout except ion'smashed by the

rul ing c lass.But even in defeat,anarcho

syndical ism const i tuted a v i ta l  exper-

ience f  or  the anarchist  movement,an

exper ience that revolut ionary anarchists

at  the t ime unfortunately did not learn

f  rom.Rather than analysing the growth

and defeat of  the anarcho-syndical ist

chal lenge and assimi lat ing the Iessons,

many mit i tants cont inued(and st i l l  c0n-

t inue) to champion 0r reject  the synd-

ical ist  approach on the basis of  pers-

onal  prejudice or of  abstract  r t theoryrr

unsul l ied by the considerat ion of  pol-

i t ical  pract ical i ty.

As the revolut ionary anarchist  t rad-

i t ion re-emerges the struggles of  the

oast wi l l  need to be examined in detai l

and the lessons proper ly incorporated

into our theory and pract ice.There is

not space in th is short  ar t ic le ,which

is rea11.v no more than an out l ine of

a pol i t ical  posi t ion, to present a thor-

ough analysis of  them.Besides,they

deserve more prominencethan a few para-

graphs in a discussion of  Br i t ish an-

archism today.

Ihere l t  rpace,though,to state

br ief ly those aspects of  the anarcho-

syndical ist  exper ience that have a
'direct  

bear ing on the way in which an-

archists can best organise for the

social  revolut ion.

Aside f  rom the magnif icent example

that anarcho-syndical ist  unions set

of  labour and community organisat ion,

their  pr incipie contr ibut ion ! ,as their

insight into the relat ionship between

anarchist  organisat ions and the working

class as a whoIe.

0ne of  the major f  laws of  the Len-

in ist  theory of  the eevolut ionary party

is not that  i t  is  bui l t  exclusively of

act iv ists f  rom the most advanced sect-

ions of  the working class,but that  by

regarding i tsel f  as the workers '  sole

vanguard i t  separates i tsel f  out  f  rom

therest  of  the c lass. Ihere is an inbui l

tendency f  or  menbers of  such an organ-

isat ion to see themselves as an el i te,

to develop the embryo of  bureaucracy.

Iven Trotsky drew at tent ion to the
process in his pre Bolshevik days:

rrLeninrs methods lead to th is : the

Party organisat ion at  f i rst  subst i tutes

i tsel f  f  or  the party as a whole; then

the Central  Commit tee subst i tutes i t -

sel f  for  the organisat ion;and f inal ly

a s ingle 'd ictator? subst i tutes himsel f

for  the Central  Commit teerr . (6) .

Whi le oversimpl i f  ied, th is account

points to the inevi table and increasing

divorce of  the Leninist  vanguard party

f  rom i ts c lass base.

0bviously,any revolut ionary org-

anisat ionreven an anarchist  organisat-

ion, is subject  to s imi lar  pressures.

The mass revolut ionary unions i l lust-

rated how to avoid bureaucrat ic degen-

erat ion by drawing less advanced l rork-

ers into the same industry based and

community based organisat ions as anar-

chist  mi l i tants. Ih is meant, in ef fect ,

that  those workers were not lef  t  to

come under the inf  Iuence of  lef  t  sound-

ing ref  orrnistsrbut were t , lon over to

the pol i t ical  and organisat ional  lead-

ership of  the anarchi .st  movement.
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But rrc lassicalrr  anarcho-syndical ism

and revolut ionary syndical ism have also

Ief t  a negat ive legacy.Iheir  
I tapol i t -

ic ismttopened their  ranks to stat ists

of  at I  shades,both reformist  and revol-

ut ionary. Iheir  f  a i th in the General

Str ike as the great social  panacea'

their  bel ief  that  i f  they constructed

the t fnew world in the shel l  of  the oldf l

the state and capi ta l ism would s imply

f  aI t  away'exposed them to savage react-

ion f  rom a state machine that had

been given t ime and space to rec0ver

f  rom i t '  t  in i t ia l  shock of  social  revol-

ut ion.

So f  rom the tragedY of  defeat,Par-

t icualar ly that  of  Spain,we Iearn the

absolute necessi ty of  a dist inct  l ibert-

ar ian communist  or ientat ionand of  rev-

olut ionary insurrect ion-stat ist  pol i t -

ics must be exluded f  rom any anarchist

organisat ion; the bourgeois state must

be physic. lU.-  overth rown'

t rJhat is needed,then, is a sPeci f ic

revolut ionary anarchist  grouping that

operates as an organised f  orce wi th in

the working cIass.But such an organis-

at ion by i tsel f  would be insuf f  ic ient

to car iy fhrough a social  revolut ion-

Discussing the relat ionship between

the Centrai  Sect ions (dist inct  revol-

ut ionary groupings) ancl  the l rade t !n ion

Sect ions t , l i th i .n the f  i rst  Internat ion.al ,

Bakunin insisted that the former alone

would berfmerely so many t , torkers acad-

emiesn,( / ) .The real  power of  the Inter-

nat ional  der ived f  rom the abi l i ty  to

mobi l ise large numbers of  workers on

the basis of  mater ia l  demands rather

than ideology.

Bri t ish anarchists should not be

be playing with the idea that the death

of caoi ta l ism or the state is inevi table,

nei ther should we devote our t ime to

prepar ing bluepr ints for  the neu social

0rcer.

Our task is to build a movement that

really cantrturn the world upside downrr;

a movement founded on anarehist polit.

ics and wielding the power of mass rank

and fil-e union action and other forrns

of democracy that may emerge.
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VIRUS supporters have formed the ANARCHIST-COMMUNIST DISCUSSTON GROUP which

ains to create a nat ional associat ion of c l-ass struggre anarchi-sts based upon the

London.E, l .  7QX.

principles of anarchist-communi-sm.our medlun tern goal is to br ing into existence

an ANARCHIST-COMMUNIST FEDERATION,and, i- f  the GROUP maintains i - ts present rate of

growth,to br ing out a monthly , t" t .ptp"",provisional1y ent i t led TIBERATION'I f  you

vrourd l ike to see an end to tne istrat ion,bickering Lnd sectar i-anism which aff l icts

much of the anarchist  movement,why not get in touctr .C/0 8/*B,Whitechapel High St '


