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poverty that  that  means under capi ta l ism.
The empfuasis shou]-d be not on the abol-
l t ion of  teehnology, but on how best
technology can be used and implemented,
as i t  is  not  technology 1tse1f that  is
evJ-I ,  but  the system under whlch i t  i t
current ly implemented. Computers and
technology can perform tasks qui-ckIy,
ef f ic iant ly,  and can work a 1ot longer
than hunrans can. Modern technology
means that much informat ion (eg hospi ta l
pat ients l  records,  l -1sts of  goods prod-
uced and good.s requested) can be stored
in the memory of  one computer rather
than on endless f i les and pieces of  paper
that can of ten be mislaid.  In hospi ta ls
the speed of  computers can save l ives,
and in industry computer ised robot dev-
ices can save labour,  in an anarchist
society therefore,  technoJ-ogy would be
extremely useful ;  i t  is  only 1n today's
society that  they very of ten are not.  A
pr j -me example of  th is is the Wapping
dispute;  in a society organi-sed by workers
thenselves,  pr inters would be glad of
technology that saved thern labour.

A11 societ ies face dl f f icul t ies in
relat ing product ion to consumpti .on and
distr ibut lon.  The narket economi-es of
capi ta l ism and state capi ta l is t  Yugoslavia
solve th is probl-em through rat ioning by
pr ice,  whi lst  1n the USSR, pr ices are
f ixed, but goods are in short  supply,
resul t lng in food queues, for  exanple.
Technology provides a solut lon to th is
problero which connunist-anarchists have
in the past tended to j -gnore,  or  at  best
of fer  part la l  solut ions r  g iven the pro-
posed abol i t ion of  noney in anarchist  soc-
iety.  Current ly,  inst i tut ions l j -ke banks
and mult inat ional-s use computer ised tech-
nology to carry out extremely compl icated
tasks of  account ing,  product ion,  d istr j - -
but lon,  market ing etc.  Thls technology
can be adapted for the benef i t  of  society
as a whol-e,  taking into account the
nature and l -evel  of  consumer demand and
al ter i -ng product i -on to neet i t  -  consumer
sovereignty would for  the f i rst  t ine be a
genuine possibi l i ty .

Some anarchlsts cr i t ic ise technology on
the grounds that i t  makes people emot j -on-
al ly dead by encouraging an unnatural
processed world.  Surely though, i t  is  the
soclal i -sat ion of  people under capi ta l ism
(which encourages- greed and sel f ishness)
that causes people to be enot ional ly dead,
rather than the actual  technology used by
capi ta l is ts.  In an anarchist  society
where peoplesr condi t ions of  existence
changed, there would be an awakening of
emot ion and connuni ty,  and rather than
people being control led by nachines,
machines would be control led by people.
Technology in an anarchj-st  society wou}d
teke the drudgery out of  many aspects of
vrork,  and woul-d thus l -eave more t ime for
people to interact  wi th each other in
le i -sure act lv i t ies;  therefore technology
would encouraqe the development of  emot ion
and community etc.

I t  is  surpr is i -ng horu many anarchists see
anarchisn as revert ing back to v i l lage
style communit ies where the advances that
have been made in technologyr which have
invol-ved workers sacr i f ice,  would be ab-
andoned. I f  t re can only i rnagj-ne anarchisnr
in very smal l -  rural-  v i l lage communit ies

which are sel f  suf f ic ient ,  then how nuch
fai th do we real ly have in anarchist  or-
ganisat ion? Anarchi-sn is not about the

The capi ta l - is ts would t ike us to bel_ieve
that i f  iv ,e st ick to their  twisted swsf,cm _
the so-cal led le isure society wi i r - l ; i ; ; '
which wi l l  br ing enornous benef i ts to
everyone; under their  twisted system
though, the le isure society wouid mean
enormous wealth for  the few, and poverr ,v
for  the masses. I Inder Anarnhrr  hr

the reisuru 
"o" i" l ; " ; ; " i ; " ; : : {  

3;X;J" ' '
weal- th and l_eisure f  or  a l_I .  I t  is  not
technol-ogy that is moral ly r , r rong, but
only the systen uhder r , rh ich i t  is
current ly inplemented.

Now, for  the f i rst  t ime in history,  rve
have the neans, i f  democrat ical ty control-
led,  to f ree ourselves f rom work arrd.  en-

condi t ion of  anarchy, however,  they pro-
vide the solut i -on,  f reeing the wor l ing
class f rom onerous tei l  and creat ine f ,he
possibi l i ty  of  af f luent id leness.

q
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of the Republ ic.  I t  was easler then
organis ing a col lect iven

This po1i9y of  postponing the revolut j_on
affected the ni l i ta iy st iategy of  the CNT
(probably disastrou" iv)  u"a-F6rcea trre
ur\T j .nto untenable posi t ions.

possible for  a revolut ion to have rrgr;16-
ga1 basisrr .

ests of  the workersrr .  This is every an-
bl t ious t rade union bureaucrats drean.

The entry of  the CNT to the Madrid govern-
ment vJas not a very big surpr ise,  non Lras
i t  an ' rh ist i i ic  

er iorr-but a symptom of

Garcia Oliver; "in no way

the weakness of  the CNT as
organisat ion.  (1 ) .

prepafed...-

an anarchlst

Malatesta:  r r fn fact ,  being a movenent
whicf  proposes to.  deiena t f , . -pre"ent int_
erests of  the workers,  i t  nusi  necessar i ly
?9upt i tsel f  to the l iv ing co.rai t iorr"  ofthe presenlrr .

' !4,
-45
-aa-)
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calculated, i t  is  a useless expendi ture
of enormous energy.  As an actual  instru-
ment of  pol icy i t  is  rnore wasteful  of
energy than a straight insurrect ion'  and
i ts fa i lure is rnore l ikely to set  back a
working class novenent than the fal lure
of an insurrect ionrr .

There wi l l  be a suspension of  work dur ing
a revolut ionary event,  th is wi l l  be the
t ine of  in i t ia l  arned defence/ insurrect-
ion,  cel-ebrat ion,  and the re-organisat ion
of services,  product ion and distr ibut ion
for the benef i t  of  everyone. I t  was the
armed workers who defeated the mi l l tary
rebel l - ion in Barcelona in 1936, not the
general  str lke.

Problen of  the relat ionshop of  workplace
to conmunity in anarcho-syndical ism.

The roost comnon cr i t lc lsn of  anarcho-
syndlcal isro is that  i t  neglects roles in
the comnunity by belng soleIy pre-occupJ-ed
with the workplace and industr ia l
struggles.

Thls cr i t ic isn can be looked at  in two
ways. First ly,  i t  is  actual ly t rue that
anarcho-syndical ism neglects wider issues
and, i f  i t  is  t rue,  then does i t  have to
renain so? Secondly,  does 1t  matter?

Both these quest ions presuppose that
anarcho-syndical isn is t ru ly revolut ionary.
So, cr i t ic i .s ing anarcho-syndical lsur for
i ts apparenL heglect  of  other lssues be-
corues point less,  unless you are an
anarcho-syndical ist ,  because i f  you are
r ight  at  the noment i t  doesnrt  nean the
cr i t ic isn has to be val id forever and
also,  i f  the cr i t lc ism iS correct ,  does
i t  nat ter?

I f  anarcho-syndi-cal isn is t ru ly revolu-
t ionary does i t  nat ter  i f  i t  i -s restr ic-
ted to organis ing around industr ia l
struggles? WiI l  i t  be one organisat ion,
declded upon, and bui l t  up in non-revol-
ut ionary t ines that wi l - I  pref lgure the
organlsat ional  forns of  society af ter  the
revolut ion,  whether syndieal  or  not?

In rA New World in our Heartsr  ,  Albert
Meltzer wr i teS that anarcho-syndicaf ism
should be vlewed as a novernent wi th in the
anarchist  novenent.  He argues, for  exam-
ple,  that  the CNT, as a union organis-
at ion,  is  not designed to operate outside
the workplace and that other anarchist
organlsat ions should be created to work
1n the wider comnunity.

Thls would seem plausible,  and desirabl-e:
people creat ing their  own forns of  organ-
isat ion speci f ical ly desi tned to operate
wlth a certain s i tuat ion,- ie,  in the work-
placer on the housing estater €tc.  These
organisat ions would then of  course be
helped by the fact  that  people would be
involved in at  least  two or three of  the
di f ferent organisat i -ons .

But what i f  anarcho-syndical ism is not '
or  cannot remain,  an anarchist  organis-
at ion? What 1f  a l l  unions, f rom neutral
to anarcho-syndical- ist '  end up wlth a
siml lar  re lat ionship to the state,  and to
their  membershi i? Bear ing in mind that

anarcho-syndical lsn must always try to
expand, or strenghen i tsel f  wi th regard
to the state,  is  i t  reasonable to assrrme
that anarcho-syndical isn wi l -1 evehtual ly
be in conpet i t lon wi th al l  other forrns of
organisat ion,  even anarbhist  ones? ( to
act  l ike a t rade union ln protect ing
workersl  t r ights l  anarcho-syndlcal lsm must
become a counter-power,  struggl ing
against  the bourgeols i -e under the rules
the bourge6is ie have set down).

The ul- t imate ain of  the t rade uni-on is the
nanagenent of  the state,  their  argument
is that  the union wi l l  be able to looK
after the interests of  the workers far
better,  and run capl ta l isn (exploi tat ion)
more snoothly than at  present.

Mal-atesta:  I 'The union can emerge with a
social ist ,  revolut ionary or anarchj-st
progranme, and lndeed i t  is  wi th such
progranmes that nany workers I  orgdnis-
at ions were or ig inal ly launched. But they
renain fa i thful  to the programne so l -ong
as they are weak and j -mpotent,  that  is  so
long as they are propoganda groups, in i t -
iated and sustatned by a few enthusiast lc
and convinced indiv iduals rather than
organisns capable of  ef fect ive act ion;  but
then as they manage to at t ract  the masses
to their  ranks, dnd to acquire the
strength to denand and lmpose i -mprove-
ments,  the or ig inal  programme becomes an
empty s logan which no one bothers about,
tact ics are readjusted to cont ingent needs
and the enthusiasts of  the f i rst  hour
ei ther adapt themselves of  just  make way
for the rpract ical l  nen, who pay at tent ion
to the present wi thout worry ing about the
futurert .  (1925).

Anarcho-syndlcal ist  unions must always try
to becone a W.I  in society,  in indus-
tr ia l  and pol i t ical  re lat ions,  because
for an organisat ion that aims to protect
workersr interests,  and improve on them,
i t  nust  have an i -nf luence of  i ts  own,
that lnf luence rnust be based on i ts abi l :
i ty  to control  the rank and f i le member-
ship.

Anarchism has always taught,  especial ly
in the theory of  d i rect  act ion,  that
workers must col l -ect ively look af ter  their
own interests.
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The above art ic l -e raises sone ser ious
quest lons about the nature of  anarcho-I  . : . ,
syndlcal isn.  A nenber of  the Dir-ect
Act ion Movement has been invi ted to reply.
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