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in the'grouP, greater theoreLical

c lar i i icat ion v is-a-vis issues which

were previously fudged in the lnLer-

ests of  the rnythical 'groutp uni tyt ,  and

a commitment Eo jo int  internat ional--

ist  work. ' ,  In accordance with Lhis the

i<l .ands anniversary.  This was unsucc-

essful  for  technical  reasons '  Disc=

ussions with Emancipal ion Obrera cont-

r inue. A draf t  of  the leaf let  is  re-

produced in th is issue

bnoadlY, then, the aims of  the jour-

nal  are f i r tst  and foremost to uncover t

publ ic ise' ,  and cr i t ic ise,  wi th a v iew

to fur ther discussion/ jo int  work 'a l I

e lenents cf  resista. : tce to th is miser-

of these discussions has been with the

GCI ( Internat ional isb Communist Gnoup )

and has resul- ted,  not merely in an ex-

change of independent sets of broadly

communist  ideas,but a genuine movement

able '  society.  From an understanding

of these ;"eject ions in both their

form, and, .more ParLicular lY,  
. the

qual i ty of  their '  content,  we hope Lo

discuss with other l ike-minded people

si th a v iew to developing communist

theorY. Communist  ' theorY isn I  t

'utrat  l ' larx said '  -  as i t  would appear

fron reading much of  the l -ef t -wi i lg

press -  but  an elaborat ion of  the

struggle of  the proletar" iaL,our c lass:

i ts resistance to Lhis soeietyrs dis-
ai nl  i  no i  r r al l  i ts  forrns.
You can siL at  hone neading Marx t i l l

the eows eome home, but iL wonrL make
you a communist . The sLruggle of

ADDRESSES

f.he nnnletaniat .  takes place on the st-

reets,  in the homenand in the work-

plaee ,  not  in t .he musLY Pages of  the

Pel- ican ediLion r : f  'Capi fa l r  *  theory

cnly becomes worthr ' rh i le wi :en iL is

real ised in revolut ionary pract ice'  at

eopy of  Lhe Face and waiL for  Lhe nexL

isbqe tc come oub, We do expect you to

pet : lnvotved 
- , te l l  us what you think '

Lsi .A 
"o""€"pondence 

wiLh us,  suggest

areas wnere we might work together i f

the possibi l i ty  ar ises,  and general ly

keep us lnformed of .  resistance in your

Iocal  i ty  .

.glry! BOx w, 18o I'IANSFTELD RD. NoTTTNGHAM.
or BOX W, 75 PICCADILLY, I"IANCHESTER' Ml 2BU.

GEI BP 5I+,. BRIIXELLES }1, 1O5O ERUXELLES" I

EI4ANCIPATIOI,I OBRERA'ian be'contact'eid via Wildcat
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Is sc 'cn as the minerst  str ike ended, a

mrp:sl-n 'e str ike wave swept Denmarkt

s: ,arr,i: lg with a cal-l from the trade un-

:cns f ,or  a 24 hour token str ike ag-

alnse nat ional  wage restraint  and a

Semand for a reduct ion in working

hrcurs,  i t  spread rapidly and sponta-

neci ls ly j -nto an al l  out  str j -ke of

major secLi-ons of  the State and pub-

I ic services and began to draw in

the pr i -vate sector.  Despi te eonces-

slc is l rom the Sovernment to the

lnade union demands, measures to

:rchibi t  str ikes and consLant aP-

peals l rom the trade unions to return

tc vrork,  the str ikes cont inued for
:-ncfher 15 days unt i l  fur ther neg-

st iated sett lements in di f ferent sec-

' -ors began to sap the uni ty and soL-

J.dar i ty of  the movemenc.

In the fo l lowing Yean from APri I  to

June '86 there was a second major

str ike wave in Belgium. There was a

spontaneous coalminers I  walkout in

Limbourg which rapidly spread Lhro-

ughout the coal  f ie lds.  At  the same

Lime there were struggles against

redundancies in docks, steel  and

rai lwaYs, jo ined bY other PubI ic
sector vrorkers and then the pr ivate

sector.  The unemPloYed and school

students jo ined in,  and mass secon-

dary picket | ing was organised oub-

side the unions" 0nly af ter  coi lces-

sions were made bY the government

were the unions able Co end the

sLr ikes.

At the encl  of  rDecember fo l lowing

the Freneh governmentrs c l imbdown

on educat ional  reform in the face

of mass student and school  student '

protests,  a smal l  SrouP of  ra i lwaY

Lngineers issued a leaf let  cal l ing

The great
train
coal
rustlers

Much of the booty ftom the
raids is rumoured locally to be
sold at knock-down prices to
the needy sp given- free to
pensioners, although. police
malnuun that tne raroers are
simply out to make money.
Thev polnt out that coal from
the - plant can fetch gl40 a
tonne,

Recently, the raidens have
developed a dangerous tech-
prgug described by- gailway
hands as a sort of Russian
roulette. When a train slows to
take.a curve men run alons-
side it and null open the chut--e
levers to s-pill the coal out.
Police fear -that this adds to
the- possibilrly of accident, de-
rallment ano u[ury.

Chief Supt Chanman be-
lieves lt is -potentidlly lethal.
Death or serious lnjury is only
a matter of time, he Said. " It
is potentially the most serious
matter I've dealt with in 20
yegp'sqrvice."

The Cynon valley and its
immediate area have been dev-
astated by colliery closures.
Male unemployment ls nrn-
ning at 25 per cent, and econo-
mists and socioloeists have
'identified it as one -of Western
Europe's most deprived black
8p9ts.

dispositions:
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I ts not just  in Western Europe. From Lhe
prosperous countr ies of  Scandinavia to
the slum ci t ies of  Afr ica,  Asia and
Lat in America,  v ia the stagnant eeo-
nomies of  Eastern Europe, the c lass
struggle shows rno sign of  even tem-
porar i ly  hal t ing.  We know of recent
str ikes in Romania,  Yugoslavia,  Indiat
Mexico and Bol iv ia,  r iots in Chi le
which have disarmed the pol ice and
burned down pol ice :sLat ions,  upr is ings
in Zambia and obviously struggles in i
South Afr ica,  and many Places in be-

Lween. There have been massive bal-  l
t les against  governments of  the lef t
and r ight ,  democraf ic and dictator ia l ,
against  the imposi t ion of  food 'pr ice ,  '
r ises and other auster i ty measures ,  '
demanded by the wor ld !  s bankers as
they shovel  sunplus vaLue into Lhe'
black hole of  Lhe American economy"

The rept i les of  the , inLernat ional
media have systemat icaf ly suppres-
sed news of  t f r is  struggle.  AI I  we

can be sure of '1s that  the wor ld

class struggle is rnr. lch more feroc-
ious and widespread than we thought.
For er.ample,  we have only just  heard

of the str ikes in India,  such as

that of  600,000 governmenL workers
in ULtar Pradesh, and the resistance
to the I i "an-Iraq war feafured in an
'art ic le in th is issue. I t  is  €rcou-
raEir lg bo real ise that  people whom

+
I.d-,

we are taught to see as Passive rec-
ip ients of  char i ty are able to win
temporary v ictor ies when they f ight
on a massive scale,  such as the N.
Afr ican r iots against  food Pr ice
r ises.  The slate in the so-cal- l -ed
fhird wor l -d countr ies is of ten
weak, as shown in March '86 when
the conscr ipts of  the Cairo Pol ice
r ioted ahd the state had some di f f i -
cul t ,y suppressing them. I t !s not an
unbr idgeable gap between armed con-
scr ipts r iot ing and the col lapse of
sLate power.

Even in :Bni ta in,"  is  spi te of  the defeaL
of ' :major babtaLions of  Lhe class,  rear-
guaid ac' t i .ons help prepale.  for  more
mass' ive ahd conscious batt fes in the

ed"out at  sevenal  p i ts along with NUM
me,mbers againsL sackings and vict imi-
sat lons.  When f ly ing pickeLs of  sack-
ed miners picketted in Yorkshire,  the
locaf leadership col luded with branch of-

f ic ia ls Lo stop the act ion spreading. At

Si lverwood and South Kirkby the loca1 of-

f ic ia ls recommended crosslng picket l ines.
Few pi ts have been free of  str , ikes s ince

1 985.
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l*henever the Labour Party has been
i .n porer,  i t  has always acted ruth-
Iessly against  the working class.
In 1945, f ive days af ter  the elec-
t ion of  a Labour government,  i t
sent t roops against  str ik ing London
dockers.  Troops were used against
Iorry dr ivers,  power workersr 9as
norkers and Buckingham Palace
boi lermen. Labour has never had any
hesi tat ion in using the army
against  the working class.  In
1959, Labour sent t roops into
Northern I re1and. These trooPs
Here used to crush the Free DerrY
working class upr is ing"

Labour introduced the f i rst  racist
i rnmigrat ion Iaws

Labour always supports Br i ta in 's
imperial ist  wars.  The Falk lands is
t .he most recent example,  but  Labour
enthusiast ical ly recrui ted workers
into the First  and Second Imperial-
ist  World Wars.  Af ter  i t  was
elected in 1945, the lef t -wing La-
bour government supported the nu-
clear bombinq of  Hiroshima. Since
t.hen, every Labour government has
developed Br i ta inrs nuclear force

In every wdy, on
bour has always
working class as

ever iy issue, L?-
been just  as ant i

the Conservat ives"

How the tr-,abour
Party works

When Labour is in government the
party is control led by the par l ia-
mentary Labour Party ' ,  which in turn
is control led by the Pr ime Minister
and the cabinet.  In opposi t ion,  i t
is  control led mainly by the t rade
unions.

Trade unions dr€ based on negot iat-
ing between workers and the bosses,
on sel l ing our labour pol , , rer .  Their
very existence depends on the coD-
t inuat ion of  wage labour,  of  capi-

support the

Farty

The working
ctrass will Lose !

-c-.-=

ta l ism. So they do everything in
their  power to defend i t .  When La-
bour is in government,  the unions
work'direct ly wi th the government
against  the c lass struggLe. Under
the last  Labour gover,nment,  th is
rwas cal led the ' !SociaI  Contract" .
The unions promoted a t ruce between
the workers and their  enemy, the
capi ta l is t  state.  When the unions
fai led to hold back the class
struggle in th is wdy, the Thatcher
government brought in laws to force
thern,  to sabotage i t  more direct ly.
They have generaf ly gone along with
this,  cal l ing of f  str ikes when

: judges threaten their  investments,
and signing no-str ike deals on the

'pretext  of  "reaLism".



LY ! .  l '

.}alronatlsm
I t  goes without saying that revofu-

: :onar ies are internat ional ist .
Tie workers of  the'wor ld,  the
nasses of  unemPJ-oYed, have an
o' , 'erv. lhelming interest  i -n common
r-he need to f  ight  against  interna-
t ional  capi ta l ism. Anything which
Lr ies to rnake us th ink we belong to

our own countrY, rather than our

c-]  ass n is our enemy"

Labour0s v iew is accurately sumrnar-
isect  by Nei l  Kinnock :

"And Sust as a fami lY uses j " ts com-

binecl  spir i t  and resources to over-

cc; f re cr is is,  so Br i ta in can once

again make common cause to achieve
. inrni . :n good. "

A3,though there is l i t t le di f ference
between the major part ieso perhaps

the Tor ies have closer l inks wi th
inLernat ional-  caPital .  The lef t
are proud of  their  record of  Pa-
i r ioLism, and dur ing the Second
I^{ 'or l -d In lar  vrere the most j ingoist ic

of  the caPital ist  fact ions" Re-

centJ-y a Labour shadow ca]: inet
mernber lectured the City of  Lonelon

on i ts laeJc of  Patr iot ism"
Labour i  s t radi t ional  patr iot ism may

be appropr iate dur ing the col lapse
cf-  t ] " ie wor ld economy, when nat ions

may at tempt to go i t  a lone. tsut
th is would be even less successful
for  a ger iatr ic capi ta i - is t  country
I i lce Br i ta in than for others.

Perhaps dur i -nE a revoluLion, Labour
wi l l  have the same role as the So-
ciaL Democrats dur ing the revolu-
t ion in Germany in X9i8-19 -  e: :ush-
ing the working cl-ass "  However
there is more cynic is;? among work-
ers about the lef t  nLlv i  Lham t"hen"
We do everyt .h ing we can t*  en-
eourage sueh cynic j"srn"

r t  is  debatable wheLher Labour is
of  any use to the ruJ-fng class" I t
is  certain}y of  no u-qe to the work-
ing c j -ass.

t r f  we want to sa\re ourselves f , rom
rvar and pol lut ior i ,  pover: tY and
crLsis,  we' I l -  have to uni te vr i t t r
the rest  of  the vror.Ld0s oppressed
in a c lass war against  capi la l isnu-

The Lah:our Party vr i l l  have to r ie
destroyed hty the working class
alonE vr i th aI l  other capi ta l . is t  in-
st i t r . rL j -ons 

"  We eclro Lenin '  ;  phrase

'usupport  the Labour FartY as a
rope supports a hanged inanu'"  But
we mean i t .

Wi ldcaL, June 'n 98? "
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for  a mass meet ing to diseuss oPPo-

si t ion to the emPloYersr abtemPts

to restructure the rai lwaYs'  This

led to an immedlate str ike of  Par is

rai lwaY engineers,  which sPread

rEpidly throughout the rai l  nef-

work.  The str ike was organised out-

s ide union control  -  In the end

though, the unions were able to

regain control  and the str ike was

defeaLed.

Since FebruarY this Year,  there has

been a huge wave of  str ikes and r iots

in Spain against  the at tacks of  the

\ r .

Social ist  government,  reaching : :* t -
insurrect ionary proport ions in the

l lo"f f t ""n sLeeI towns'  In Reinosa for

example steel  workers threatened with

redundancies locked up their  bosses'

"nJ 
tog"ther wi th ofher workers and

unemployed, successful ly fought of f

the Pol ice.

Al though the recent struggles in

W""t""n Europe have shown a real  sus-

pic ion of  the t rade unions and many

Lave witnessed tendencies towards

""f f  
o"gunisat ion outside the union

machinery,  i l lusions persisL'  The in-

dependent workerst  cornmit tees nlve

tot tea to the unions for reeogni t ion'

and have of ten elected cielegaLes to

n"gol iuC" wi th the bosses'  reLaining

a i rade unionist  content in an aut-

ono*ot"  form. Rank and f i - le acLiv isLs

in Lhe unions, less ia inted wlth i 'he

smel l  of  betraYal,  have been able to

lead the movements back to the t re-

acherous terrain of  t rade unionism'

,and of  course i i ' "  t t - t "  workerst  Lrade

union mental iLy whlch al lows Lhem to

be led.
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in March in 1985, there has-been a

I 'ass struggle i -n Br i -
downturn in the crass st ' I 'u65!E rr ' . .

; ; l ; .  The News fnternat ional  str ike

was defeated by a combinaLion of  har"d-

l ine managernent- ,  pol- ice and union man"

o*, , r r r"o",  ieading t 'o laY-cf fs in the

pr int  indusLn-v ,  f  o l lowi ng t 'he mass

i 'edundancies t -hroug'hout manufactur ing

and mining -

hension.

Lrade war.

hasnrt  stoPPed '



in the Class War
Lesbians & GaYs
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FROM THE
FALI(LATUTT15 WATI
The following is the draft of a leaflet intend-
ed for distribution in Britain and Argentina
on the occasion of the 5tb anriiversary of the
Falklands/l ' lalvinas war. Lt was intended to be
a first Step towards giving a practical expr-
ession to the spir i t  of  the r lnternat ional
Proposalr for greater cooperation and centra-
]isation of revoluti-onary forces forrrulated
and distr ibuted by the comrades of  Inorkers
$nan-cipatront (Argentina). Houever, this
reat ' Iet ,  draf ted by Wi ldcat,  was for technical
reasons nob Cistributed in i lr itain. The over_
stretching of our already very 1imited resoulces
prevents us reproducing the rproposi t ionr in
this issue of ri iLdcat, but it has been reprod-
uced in fuI l  in no.{  of  the Internat ional ist
Connunist Groups english publication r Cornmun-
ism', avaiLabl-e f rom our irottingtran aaa6
(75p inc.  p&p) or f rom the ad.dress of  the ICG
printed elswhere in th is issue.

Five years ago, the Brit ish Task Force attacked
the Falkland Islands to evict tbe Argentine oc-
cupiers.  fhe rpl ing c lasses of  Br i ta in and
Argentina had long tena interests in I scverei-
gntyt over the islands as a basis for the
exploitation of the mineral resources through-
our that region. However, the main reason
behlnd the var l las more imoediate:- to control
and maintain the exptoitaion of capitalisms
rnosi  bai ic resource: the working class!

fhe A.r6entine governr-rent chose to invade the
jslands as a way of turnin! the attention of
the the working class away from the deepening
economic crisj.s arrd worsening l iving conditions.
In 1)16, mass str ikes had forced the nr lers of
Argentina to grant huge pay rises to keep up
with inf lat ion.  Dy 1982r these had been eaten
away. Class stnrggle vas growing again to
which Galtierits regirne tesponded by mrrdering
J0r000 people in six years. As soon as the war
broke out, the Argentine left and the unions
calIed on workers to fight and die and demonst-
rate @ a regime soaked in the bl1od of the
working class.

lhe war was afso used by'the tsrit ish govern-
rnent for the sarne emds:' to restore its. cred-
ib i l i ty  and at tack the c lass stnrggle.  The- ' '
r iots which tore through the cit ies of Britain
i.n 1981 had once more placed the class war in
the foreground. The conservatives badly needed
an issue which could unite the nation and focus
the smouldering hatred on ar external enemy.

Labour supported the imperialist war effort

as they have always done. TLre unions called :

off a dock strike arid.,persuaded ijawker Siddel-
ey workers in Br istol ' to end an overt ime ban"
fhe electricians union demanded nore arem
spendlng. Ihe bealth service union denounced
str ik ing hospi ta l  workets.  As alwaysr the
r,rnions and the Labour party showed that ihey

are not just  the bosses arse_I ickers,  but  acessent ie ' l  part  of  the nr l ing c lass.
' fhere was l i t t le resistance to the war in
Eritain, though Porlsmouth d.ock workers ref.;=sc
to sail with the fleet. i., 'ew worker realisec
its reaL sigri if j .cance: an att-ack on their srl_

In Britain, the Fa1klalds victory u€rs used to
win the election, and we expect the Tories
will use the anniversary for the saure purpose.
In both countries, .the war was used to promote
the idea of democracy, the idea that workers
have an interest  in a system which oppresses
them.

As the capitalist parties of Britain and Arg-
entina, ]eft and right, try to use the Falk-
lands anniversary to stir up nationalism anong
the,working class, our rnessa€e smst be one of
international solidarity. The working class
has no country.... at the bottom of the Soutb
Atlantic, corpses from both sides mingle with
each other. Capitalism nealls the same thing in
both countries: bad housing, wage cuts, unen-
ployment and war. fn every country, workers
are fighting back against oui'bornmon enemy.
Ever;rwtrere the unions attack gur struggle.
In every country the Ieft and rlght wings
of the nrling class try to make us .abandon
our cfass interests and uni te wi th oui  c lass
enemies.

now.
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CAPITAL

this is the text of a leaflet produced joint

in l{ottinghan. It vae distributed on the A1

iorr"r *d-"reapons uhich nas organiee.d by CM

our predict iots as to the ineffect iveness oj

uhich didn,t even, go past Downing St; '  but 6t

that direct ion.

Capital isn has alHays bargalned hu-

rEn f testr  for  prof i ts.Thls global

rystem of product lon and explol tat-

ior i ( r"rr ich includes the Iaughingly

ramed rcommunlstr  countr ies) infests

ard absorbS'every asPect of  human

act iv i ty.  Sclence and technology are

rDt soDe neutral  Products Hhich

ref lect  e l ther the lProgress'  or

the t fa l l r  of  humanltY. TheY are

total ly l inked to the develoPment

of  capl ta l  t {h lch determines both

t ie i r  content and the uay in l 'h ich

they are aPPIied. I t  is  for  th ls te-

ason that the main areas for f€9€3-

rch and the develoPment of  technol-

ev are:

FfT'il"-Iffin in orde-r to 'Prolectl
F-xp.r ,d- t i te resourb es,  markets and

investments of  each nat ion state"

E[ rwouSrnraLl  to increase the Pro-

A-cffi-T-ach Horker. competit-

t ion between capi ta l is ts leads them

to try and introduce nelrer technol-

€y than their  compet i tors in order

to- produce Soods rnore cheaply and

grab a bigger s l ice of  the narket"

EVen in such a Per iod of  reconstru-

cLion as that  fo l lorr ing l l l '12,  tb is

rew technology Ied to greater expl-

oi tat ion of  the norkforce thnough

speed-ups etc.  In a Per iod of  cr i -  '

s is such as today this incregsing

e(ploi tat ion is accompanled'by sage
qtts,  nassive laY-bf fs and Permane-
nt unemployoent.  Besistance to

srch at tacks on our c lass have a

Iong tradi t ion,  f rom the Luddi tes to

tbooinc.
tTTEtia-ftoitffil as resistance to
- t l r is  

dehumanising society Sronsr xe

f ind ourselves surrounded by v ldeo

cameras'and telephone taPs; drugs &

t l re nedia ane used to keeP us Paci-
$ed and nis inforsled- The la icst

ginrnick f roo the US is anelectronlc
t tagr uhich Yi I l  enable the state

to keep us as Pr isoners ui th in
( I r r  oun hoDes.. .as i f  they haven' t

ben keepinE nany of  us Pr isoners
for years!  0n toP of  a l l  th is '  the

ecps resemble k i l Ier  ' robots Eore &

ior 'e wi th every outbreak of  r lots or

6tr ikes.  Of course sincc there ls

the steltards herd people into a giant

ir lu 
" ien 

in return for aII  the heIP

and coiperation CND stewards h1-u"

sit"t  t ; t"  Pol ice in the Past '  uho

IF YOU WA}IT
PEACEo. o.

The coEpeti t lon betveen enterprlses

"iA 
Uotru"n natlon states f inds i ts

r" i" i . f  cxtenslon in r lar '  Hore than

20 toi l l ion people have died ln t lars

^ 
A 

^ '  ^ l0^6444: 
"o"oing 

to i ts leader Joan Ruddoct-

-

AND EIIAH

stnce thl  end of  the Iast  eor ld Eer-

Nuclear ueapons are a product cf  ca-

pi ta l rs perpetual  dynamic tosa!ry81r l

uar.

<nous?

vfhen i i  cooes to gett ing lnvofveo

i i ;ou" own, uars CND(aI ias CaPlta:-

t" t is  l lon-Huclear Defenders) are a;

pains to oake aPPeals. t?.  t l t - l : l1:g

RrlL - u

i l . t , - \ ; ; ; ;  and r the Publ ic '  thaL nucle---

8 ' . l?r  r""pon" are not an ef fect ive fcrr

of  nat ional  defence'

, iust  look at  th is t rash uhich aPPF

arecl  in the Guardian dtrr ing tP/ 'c

Falk lands HBr I  -

f iain!1-iil?iil. ou i!e--r I sb! r v' i!:=

r1 r t Falkin.

This is consistent wi th thelr  advo

cacy of  a strong rconvent ional '  de-

fcnte.This defence would no doubt

have to lnclude sucb nice l reaporrs

as napalm, poison gas,fragmentat ioE

bombs etc,  iust  to compete Hi thr t i ' r€

neny t  .

The Falk lands r ' rar  was used by bolh

sides Lo snother c lass s!ru88le H!-

th rnat ional  uni ty ' .  CND apPeals tc

a s lmi lantuni ty of  opposl t ioni  aga-

lnst  one asPect of  caPital '  Thi t
;uni ty of  opposi t ionr includes pol-

i t ic ians, t rade union leaders '  catb-

rgl lc pr iests,  ru i l i tary exPertsr

Just  iuout every other var iety^

iapi ta l , is t  toe-rag You could th i

of .  Uhatts rrorse is that  Eost

these scumbags ui l l  be spouting d

lvel  at  the ever so Predictable ra

I Iy vhi lst  the Elajor l t 'Y of  denons-

trators stand around l lke a Easl

oi-  -stuu" BeI l 's  sheeP' AII  of

rrhich sounds I ike a reinforcenent

; ; - ; ; "  nat ional  uni ty and'  sociar

pea.ce thi ih are necessary pre-con

i i t ion" for  a susiained ef fect ive

nar.


