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“THINGS LL NEVER BE

Although most of this issue of
Wildcat was written before the call
to end the miners' strike, its
contents are still highly rele-
vant. We have written about the
atreng thas and weaknesses of the
rike. Many milltant minevs we
have apoken to In the course ol

the strike have agreed with a lot
of what we have said. This
advance in political conscious-
ness has been too little and too
late to prevent the miners'
strdke dvom ending In deleat. 1
Po now vital that other workerns
take up the lessons ol the miners’
ctrilke if futuve strupples are Lo
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‘state - the police, courts, media
and government - are not 'neutral':
it is the enemy of the working

class., Whole communltlies - employed

and unemployed, men and women,
young and old = have learnt that
the violence of the state must be
met with collective worklng clags
violence. In many places there
will be no 'return to normality':
no reconciliation with the pigs,
nor with management.

The economic criala will cons=
tinue Lo force the state Lo attack
more and more workers head on, The
povetnment expecta workervas to
think that aince one ol the

strongest unlons has now been
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militant miners who have been
forced to develop new forms of
organisation which go agnlnatb
unlon divisiona and agalnst unio

bureaucracy (see pages 2 and 5),

In all our leaflets and news-
papers we have stressed the poin
that unless other workers joined
in the struggle with the miners,
there was no way the strike coul.
succeed. New (orms ol organlaatl.
are vital If vthisn essential clas,
solbtdavity i to be orpantaed In
futurve stiropg les,

MiLLtant miners who agree witl
these lessons should form groups
to discoss and develop further tl
ldeans they have learnt duving the
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to end the miners” AtriKe, LEA
contents are stil]l highly rele-

vant. We have wrltten about the
strengtha and weaknessea of the
strlke, Many militant minecs we
have apoken te in the courae of
the strike have agreed with a lot
of what we have said. This
advance in political conscious-
ness has been too little and too
late to prevent the miners'
strike from ending in defeat. It
ls now vital that other workera
take up the lessons of the minera’
strike Lf future struggles are to
have any chance of success.

There have been many galns in
the course of the strike. The
British miners now see themselves
as part of the international
working class, and workers in
other countries have been inspired
to fight back against the attacks
of their own bosses. Women from
the mining communities have been
in the forefront of the struggle.
Militant workers now know that the
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and unemployed, men and womaen,
young and old « have learnt that
the vielence of the state must be
met with collective working clase
violence. In many places there
will be no 'return to normality's
no reconciliation with the pigs,
nor with management,

The economic crisis will cone
tinve to force the atate to attack
more and more workers head on. The
government expects workers to
think that since one of the
strongest unions has now been
beaten, any attempt to fight back

would be futile. However, the real

lesson for the future is that the
trade unions are dead as far as
organising militant struggle is
concerned. One of the most power-
ful and well-disciplined unions in
the country has been shown to be
an ineffective means of struggle,
to say the least. Workers must now
follow the example of the most
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Pureaucracy (see pages 2 and 9),

In all our leaflets and news-
papoers we have stressed the poin
that unless other workers joined
in the struggle with the miners,
there was no way the strike coul
succeed. New forms of organisati
are vital if this essential clas:
solidarity 4% to be organised in
‘future struggles, .

Militant miners who agree witt
these lessons should form groups
to discuss and develop further tt
ideas they have learnt during the
strike and to spread them among
other groups of workers. They
should continue to support all
workers who have been sacked or
imprisoned for supporting the
strike. The reinstatement of all
sacked miners and the release of
all class war prisoners should be
taken up as a demand by other
groups of workers in future
struggles,

-

The violence and determination of
the most militant mining commun-
ities has forced the state to
dismantle the facade of 'democracy'
and police 'neutrality'. The i
realisation by thousands of workers
that capitalist democracy is
nothing more than a meaningless
ritual covering the violent rule
of one class over another is one
of the lasting gains of the
miners' strike. It is no exager-
ation to describe some of the
coalfields as "police states". We.
don't need to detail here the
surveillance, frame-ups, routine
beatings, imprisonment and exile
of working class people involved

in the strike. The other side of
the story is the resistance of
workers to police occupation of

_the‘Yorkshire coalfield.

Since the uprising in Fitz-
william on 9 July last year, when
the entire village drove: out the -
police and built barricades with
cranes to prevent the arrest of a
miner, there have been no arrests
in the village. The police don't
like coming into Fitzwilliam:@or
villages like it, They had to
come in to protect the oneiscab

greeted with abuse and frequently,
barricades and bricks.

' the younger generation.

The local community policeman's
life has been made a misery; his
attempts to ingratiate himself with
the children at the local lower
school have failed. Children
as young as 7 hate the pigs in a
way which was unknown in Yorkshire
villages one year ago. The brutal-

ity of the state has sown the seeds

of insurrection in the hearts of
The most
common remark we heard in Yorkshire

~was '"'things will never be the
~ same again",

Vof the miners'
at the local pit, and they were = .

Whateyer,

irreversible. The class war has
returned to Britain.




‘the day

we beat

the pigs’

It was -6°C with a freezing East
wind as we arrived to join the
mass picket of Carrington power
station in Manchester, on Monday
11 Febuary. We were among the
first there and the police were
telling us exactly where we could
stand to avoid being arrested. It
looked like it was going to be as
frustrating as most of the pickets
outside the pits, where police
heavily outnumber pickets every
morning. So that we get surrounded,
threatened, and end up watching.
the scabs go into work.

More pickets arrive at Carring-
ton, It really is a good change
from the start of the strike when
'outsiders' were viewed with
suspicion by many miners. Wildcat
argued from the very start of the
strike that all miners' supporters
should be on the picket lines, not
only. so that the pickets were more
powerful in numbers, but so that
the arguments for solidarity could
go beyond the miners to other
workers. The whole working class
has a stake in this strike. If the
miners lose, the government and
the bosses will feel confident to
attack the working and living
conditions of us all. It is too
2 kot b laswe Fhe fiolit juist
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people surged across to block the
road. The police tried to let the
lorry through, grabbing individual

pickets and hurling them to the
ground but pickets protected each
other, so no-one was arrested. We
defended ourselves and stood firm.
At the start of the strike, on
many picket lines, police and
miners were quite friendly towards
each other. Now the miners know
the police are their enemies.

They know that the only way to
picket effectively is to meet
police violence with workers'
class violence. The TUC had
announced that this was to be

a peaceful picket, but

it was obvious that no-one wanted
to neacefully stand by as the coal
lorries went in. At last, for the
first time in a long while, we

had the strength to take on the
police and win. Wé made the most
of our opportunity.

One policeman was squashed
between the lorry and the pickets.
The local press claimed later that
he was kicked by 'thugs' as he lay
on.the ground. This wasn't true.
We did what was necessary to stop
the coal going through, but no
Minetrs are no lenger shocked

pack on the picket line,the TUC
officials appealed through their
megaphones to clear the road
to let an ambulance through for
the injured policeman. In fact the
ambulance was stuck several miles
back in the traffic jam we had
caused, along with a coachload of
fully-armed police riot squad
reinforcements) We hesitated. We
should have seized the megaphones
from the TUC officials and given
them to miners who could have used
them to organise the picket instead
of sabotage it. But the decision
was made -~ we would clear the road,
if the coal wagon turned back. The
police ordered the lorry driver to
turn round. We had won, it was a
real morale booster..

MORE AGITON NEEDED:

The miners had won a symbolic
victory in a show of strength. But
actions like this on their own are
not enough to win the strike. What
is needed is for workers in the
power stations - and othexr work-
places - to take strike action
with the miners. After 11 months,
miners are aware that they can
expect nothing from the trade union
leaders - except sabotage. Scar-
gill's calls to other union leaders
for solidarity actions in support
of the miners have come to nothing.
A striker from Agecroft pit said :
"The executives of every union have
done the same thing, they don't
care about the rank and file". A
miner froin Bold went further: 'We
need to get shot of union leaders
capitalists, that's all they
They betray the working
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The heartland of the S
coalfield, Fife, is sti
on strike. No coal is
duced at any of the Fif
which employ over 5000
12000 miners.

1n January and Febu:
Wheeler, the NCB boss 1
tried to use fires at
geafield collieries to
the Fife miners back t
his threat of closures
redundancies didn't br
strike. Despite the a
closure of the Frances
due to fire, Fife mine
termined that no compu
redundancies will resu
this, and they're camp
the redevelopment of t
Seafield complex.

One Fife miner tols
the feeling for the s
strong that police ar
-0 venture into certa
such as High valleyfl
junfermline. Police
1ave come under attac

Elsevhere in Scotl
ture is mixed, Monkt
of the two Lothians
has a fair majority ¢

extra effort has beer
picketting recently,
busloads of other wo!
students and unemplo
Edinburgh have been
pickets.

This activity has
persuade the NACODS

tinue to refuse to ¢
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'outsiders' were viewed wilh
suspicion by many miners. Wildcat
argued from the very start of the
strike that all miners' supporters
should be on the picket lines, not
only so that the pickets were move
powerful in numbers, it
the arguments for solidarity could
go beyond the miners to other
workers. The whole working class
has a stake in this strike. If the
miners lose, the government and

the bosses will feel confident to
attack the working and living
conditions of us all. 1Lt 15 Loo
important to leave the fight just
to tihe miners. Now Lancashire
miners welcome their supporters

on the picket lines. Regulax bus-
loads go from the university and
the polytechnic, and other people
go out in carloads. The Gay and
Lesbian Miners' Support Group has
its own fortnightly picket which

is welcomed by the miners and has
done a lot to spread mutual
acceptance and class solidarity.
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There were mot many workers from
other industries on the picket
line this morning, The picket
has been 'called' by the North
West TUC. But the TUC had not
even tried to mobilise its
members to attend.

By 7 am we pickets outnumbered
the police, The TUC official
stewards joined the police in
ordering us onto one side of the
pavement to make sure the picket
was ineffective. The first two
coal lorries went through. But
when the third coal wagon arrived

L
Lt was

obvious that no=one wanted
Lhe
for
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the

to peacefully stand by as
lorries went in. Al
first time in a long while, we
had the strength to take on the
police and win. We made
ol ouy opportunily.

last,

the most

One policeman was squashod
between the lorry and the pickets.
The local press claimed later that
he was kicked by 'thugs' as he lay
on the ground, This wasn't true,
We did what was necessary to stop
the coal going through, but no
more. Miners are no longer shocked
at the lies in the papers and on
TV... they take it for granted
that while their own limited use
of violence is blown up out of all
proportion, attacks by scabs on
strikers won't even get a mention.
In Burnley recently, a striker was
smashed in the face with a beer
glass by a scab and needed 48
stitches. No-one was surprised
that the press wasn't interested.
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After 1
aware that they can
nothing the trade union
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Some minevs arve vealiasing that
thoe problem s not almply that
anion leadevs have no Interest at
i1 in fuaviheving the mlners'
ctrvike, The divislona caused hy

trade

are a barrier to workers'
ty. A Bold miner told us
are 7/ different unions
power stations, all argu-
themselves, so the

g there is no way they
can approach the power workers as

the wvery exiatence of

rhete

ited working class
will show the bosses our
real strength., We think miners
must approach power woIkers
directly, as workers, regardless
of union mEHBE;EEIET
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Edinburgh 24.2.85

The heartland of the Scottish
coalfield, Fife, is still solidly
on strike. No coal is being pro-
duced at any of the Fife plts,

which employ over 5000 of Scotland's
12000 miners.,

I January and Febuary,

Wheeler, the NCB boss in Scotland,
tried to use flres at Frances and
Sealield collieries to blackmail
the Flfe mineva back to work, but
his threat of clozures and
radundanclies didn't break the
ptvile. Devplte the announced
nteaure of vha Pranses aslllany,
et Lo, Fidle minevs are de=
tavimbnedd 1thal neo lnml'lll"'ll\‘
tediiidans Tan will vorult Team
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THE PIT

boost recently when workers at the
local engineering firm of McTaggart
Scott refused to work on a pump
motor from Bilston Glen.

The strike is far from over in
the Lothians, despite what the NCB
propaganda machine claims, in full
page adverts in the local press.

On 13 Feb around 400 miners
demonstrated at the NCB Scottish
HQ in Edinburgh, resisting police
efforts to shove them away from
the entvance. Police snatch squads
acted In thelr usual desplcable
pasalng achool

manner = even using

In January there existed in Police harrassment oF striking

Ayrshire an excellent 51tuetion miners in Ayrshire continues.
for extending the strike's effects Strikers from Auchinleck were
beyond the coalfield. Over 100 tecently arrested for following a
schools had to shut because of scab bus, Thelr bail conditions
lack of coal for heating. But the forbid them to picket in the area
NUM has a policy of granting dis- and they've bee? sacked by the NCB.
pensations for coeal deliveries to In this they join around 50 other
schools, and after a few days the sacked Ayrshire miners, a similar
schools were able to re-open. number in Fife and around 30 in the
Lothians.

A total of 207 miners have been
sacked in Scotland as we go to
press, including 100 (approx)

in the Lothians. 4

1f miners disregard this self-
defeating policy, in certain
regions the majority of schools
could quickly be closed down.
Having oan impact like this heyond

vital. 1t' Lothian police excelled them-

the conlllelds is
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spaclally plekad ol as koaown aclIvIistye a0l ¢, facvory and dole gueve Stellking miners succeeded in per-.
Tha 2 Avvalilve plus ave abon) 80«50, jaadaey « In vhe asme category as  suadiog 6 Blinkbonny men not to gg
Nowell, the wanagoy at WL aok, atbenis pooplcala and paneloneis, Aol Lnto work, As they wallked away from
teit to Fucoe M1 tua dbvlvepas La Liosak WLy il achinn)a makas ovdn e tha pliliat line / I.)' them ware
plebiet dduez By dz=ulng an wliimsvm e ..:.l.“. lenuhass Lhamsslvas avadloppad Ly uhe lm“l,‘; nn:! analed
abcat Lualng thels somtya:s He was Palibng Lodusbibal action whasa thay uuft.-‘ poloy. Nacle to oul
heawl) ly defeated ap thils when the dilvers et They veplied = wheraupon the
l=-€i=il':"5'Flmiﬂlg“ pejrcbed Vhil s penpusal police Pty arvrested them. Gan

#1111 bhelleve the police ave

Eroim Lhisis manap ement . My e
nautval?
— - — W— — - =
MR phrdE S VDAREYY s Wik Aame " MR thsy b st ng gk pay
Db aad b Biivmin Wil wd dhi add Hikh l'y“' as pite on bhoes upd el 2 Papturvies sid hald the
st oguinsz i bae Eub whiw Babid el sl nes gRer bl ves hnalags Al sBlan 14
Fovs Bhid Babhhaly wabhai Wikl Pkl via, worhses sbaped n dhelintis
Miah e Anbuvnabiapal iy ehhpral zviibe [h: a wage lhnilwane

1o damalea the pons have hit

limaih



Hiteiil I.-._

11}

ade union
scar-

1 leaders
support

nothing.,

L sald :
Hlon have
don' 1
e A
21 "We
L caders
v

ne

L&T'S

the

ue

if | ha t
lin i

#RY AU

'
K

n'll 'b_\!

[N
obd us
1L.0ons
irgu-
he
the
'rS as

our
1ers

less

(211

€
Ilrl“lij PNy

iy BOINRE HMiiem RiB

PMIER TREW TREELN E 3
Bibe b e N VRt erFLREA new
Wicimiicogy UFwiine vehivies have
p= e (me vnill=s attach .
Pleavwhiare o Soot tanmt (he plos
wia da mlaed., Monktonhall, one
if the twoe Lothians pits, still

has a fair majority on strike. An
lextra effort has been put into
recently, and weekly
ey

piclketting
i L onda ol wittkera,

fidsi £y

= and wnenp ] uyed

Hilinegh have heen Julndng the

thlzEyz,

ttylity has lhelped i
MALCHN

TN R

parmanids 1le men U gans

tlne to raluae (o cvoas the
pletat Ilnes = deapite thigats iy
that they won'y he patd
they work., Once more the
showlog that they will
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With NACODS not working, it
d4eems that no coal production camn
be taking place at Monktonhall -
despite NCB claims to the contrary,

The other Lothian pit, Bilston
Glen, has been renamed Belsen Glen
by strikers., Surrounded by new
fences and rolls of barbed wire,
security guards with dogs stand
punrd not only outside but INSIDE
the colliery buildings.,

| ielsen was the scene of fierce

y4|44h05 between pickets and police
in the summer, But then the
Scottish NUM leadership called off
the mass pickets. 1In Nevember
scabbing suddenly shot up from
under 100 to around 400, Local
strikers urged the Scottish NUM
to organise mass pickets to stop
the Tot.
the strikers seemingly lacked the
confidence to orgainse mass picket~
ing themselves, against their

| leaders' wishes.

Now around half the miners are
working at Bilston, and coal is
being taken out regularly. Never-
Itheless production is reportedly
leqs that a quartet of the nommal
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valaed lovga anounte of money.

they havae haolped o Inapive workers

abroad vo fight bacl agalost thelr
own bosses and vulevs, And fdeas
have been spread about how to

astrugple effectlvely. Miners have
been telling worltera abroad about
flying pickets, womens actions,
and hit squads,

described his yecent visit to
France:'We were enthusiastically
recieved by minerce at Bahren-Les-
Forbach who formed a strike support
committee ... these miners, the
shipyard workers at Marseilles and
aircraft workers at Nantes all
wanted US to win because they face
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£1-00 for six issues (includes post).
T should like to subscribe to the next six issues of’

Wildcat and enclose £1.00 (cash or postal orders).ceeececcceccsas
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ane on Lhree
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T
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aae ony Cight as
h miners,
nodk Tor

woilieva
it Amatervdan a large number of
occuplted the office of the
Duteh Trade Union Congress (FNU),
svating that they would remain
there until a 100% boycott of the
transport of coal to Britainm was
achieved. Among those supporting
the action were some miners from
South Yoricshire., FNU president,
Mr. Kok, called the police. 61
people were arrested. All refused
to give the police their mames, and
after 7 hours they were released.

peopla

The miners strike is part of a
WORLD-WIDE rlesistance to attacks

on living standards. Already this
year sailors on French ferries and
Spanish shipyard workers have taken
militant direct action against
redundancies, In Bolivia in January

1Y

workers demanding baclk-pay
geciupled 29 factories and held the
ex¢cutives hostage. And also in
workers staged a 24-hour
general strike for a wage increase.
Jn Jamaica the poor have hit back
against price rises with several
days of rioting and looting.

it's not only in Britain that
coal miners have been opposing
cut-backs. Within the last year
miners in Belgium and Spain have
been striking against pit closures,
while 'left-wing' governments in
France and Australia have also
been trying to sack coal miners.
., Militant workers all over the
world pneed to set their sights on
linking and co-ordinating their
struggles internationally, if we
are to halt the international
tosses' offensive.
(Info. From COUNTER INFORMATION,
a reguiar bulletin of news of
miners' and other workers'
miners' and workers' resistance.
Available from: Box 81, First of
May Bookshop, 43 Candlemakers Row,
Edinburgh).

Bolivia,

Overseas subscri Ptl ons: £2

group, and free sample copies of your publications.............D
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The following leaflet was
handed out by members of
Wildcat at a "women's
demonstration'" in Man-
chester on 19th January.
The demo was organised by
the Labour Party with the
aim of recruiting women
activists. We think that
people who join the Labour
Party with the aim of
changing it are wasting
their time,

Radicals could never win
control from the MPs and union
leaders, with their massive block
votes and stranglehold over the
party's finances. Experience has
shown all too clearly that it is
the radicals themselves who are
forced to compromise their ideas
in order gain influence within
the party. In any case, how
could anyone think that a party
with the anti-working class, anti-
strike, pro-capitalist record we

detail below could ever be 'won
over to socialism' 7

DOES LABOUR REALLY SUPPORT
THE MINERS 7

Labour politicians say they
support the miners and other
workers in struggle. But words are
cheap. The actions of the

Labour Party, in and out of
government, tell a different
story.

LABOUR IN GOVERNMENT

WAGES Under the Social Contract

imposed by the last Lnbour governa
bt Y =y TR (A

BOURING IN

HOUALITY OFX

SACRIFICE!?

VOTE LABOUR

LABOUR AND THE MINERS

The 1964 Labour govermment shut
one pit almost every week for &
years. More than 150,000 jobs in
the pits were lost.

The 1974 'Plan for Coal' intro-
duced by the new Labour government
called for productivity rises of 4%
per year at the expense of jobs.

In 1077, Tony Benn, Minister
of Energy, combined with the NCB
and NUM leaders to force the
productivity scheme on to miners
who had previously voted to
Teject it. This has led to big
wage differences between areas,
destroying the miners' national
unity in struggle. Tony Benn says
he supports the miners, But he
bears a large share of the blame
for the present weakness of the
strike.

The 1974-79 Labour govermment
radiunad anal aubmad .  aloas 9%

it e o

v

-
)
3
o

Some people say that this kind of
thing couldn't happen again. But
is today's Labour Party any bether?

In 1983 Labour-controlled
Southwark council called in para-
military riot police against
striking residential social
workers,

In 1984 workers were forced to
take strike action against ' -
redundancies, $peed-ups and
victimisations, imposed on fhem’ by
Labour councils at St Helens,
Hackney, Bolton, Liverpool,
Sheffield, South Tyneside, New- "
castle, Southwark, Islington,

Tower Hamlets, Camden, Lambeth...

In many cases, strikers have had
to face smear campaigns mounted by
their Labour Par;x_}osses-'

And make no mistake, Left-wing
councils such as Sheffield and
St Helens are among the worst
offenders.

IN !

STOP PRESS : Bolton Labour
councillors have unanimously
elected a scab miner to be mayor.
Need we say more;

THE LABOUR PARTY : ENEMY OF THE
WORKING CLASS, ENEMY OF SOCIALISM:

The Labour Party says the miners
should fight for the election of
a Labour government to solve their
problems. The examples in this
leaflet are overwhelming evidence
against workers putting their
trust in the Labour Party.

The miners must look, not to
the Labour Party, but to MASS
WORKING CLASS STRUGGLE to win
their fight.

We can only bring about social-
ism by organising independently
of all capitalist parties, right
and left,

FOR SOCIALISM:
WN WLTH THE LABOUR PARTY:

Class War

Prisoners Aid

w»The political war being waged;

against the working class has
resulted in mote than 9500 arrests
(up to 15 Feb), 709 dismissals
(Guardian 28 Feb), and numerous
prison sentences (145 miners have
been jailed so far, and 25 sent to
detention centres). 1In addition,
hundreds of miners have lost itheir
jobs as a result of convictions
arising from the dispute, and some

have been forced to live miles
Beomes - b adm - Sumeh an mackh all slhad e

L’

information on the very limited
rights prisoners have, such as
what can be given to them in
prison., Since the authorities
have started using the old tactic

4

of moving prisoners far from their’

homes, .we hope to aid families
with travelling expenses, Cheques
should be made out to : Max Holz
Committee, and sent to the address
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detail below could ever be 'won
over to socialism' 2

DOES LABOUR REALLY SUPPORT
THE MINERS 7

Labour politicians say they
support the miners and other
workers in struggle. But words are
cheap. The actions of the

Labour Party, in and out of
government, tell a different
story.

LABOUR IN GOVERNMENT

WACES Under the Soclial Contract
imposed by the last Labour governs
ment, wages fell more sharply than
at any time since the 19th
century. In two years, workers'
real wages fell by

real wages were cut by 10%.
UNEMPLOYMENT more than doubled
under the last Labour govermment.-
HEALTH AND EDUCATION Thatcher's
public spending cuts are &

continuation of the policy of the
Tast Labour government which cut
school and hospital building
programmes almost to zero.

HOUSING Under the last Labour
government fewer council houses
were built than in any year since
1945.

THE POLICE IN 1977 Blair Peach was
killed by Labour-controlled SPG
riot police while on a demonstrat-
jon. The Labour government comtin-
ued to use the SPG against workers
picketing at Grunwicks, and during

other industrial disputes.

NUCLEAR WEAPONS The British nuclear
war machine was created by the 1945
Labour government and has been
built on by every Labour government
since. In 1964 Labour came to power

committed to abolishing nuclear wea-

pons in Britain. The cabinet took
a secret decision to spend £1 bil-
lion on modernising the Polaris
missile. The last Labour govern-
ment increased committment to NATO
by raising defence spending by 3%
per year, while it cut £4 billion
off other areas of publIZ spending
in 1976 alone.

TYUHElWs  TIVIW LHEI AJU) VUV JUDE AN
the pits were lost.

The 1974 ‘Plan for Coal' intro-
duced by the new Labour govermment

called for productivity rises of 4%

per year at the expense of jobs.

in 1977, Tony Benn, Minister
of Energy, combined with the NCB
and NUM leaders to force the
productivity scheme on to miners
who had previously voted to
reject it., This has led to big
wage differences between areas,
destroying the miners' national
unity in struggle. Tony Benn says
he supports the miners. But he
bears a large share of the blame
for the present weakness of the
strike.

The 1974-79 Labour government
reduced coal output, shut 23
pits, and cut 11,000 jobs.

LABQUR AND STRIKES

How do Labour govermnments react
to workers on strike? What would
they do if they were in govern-
ment during the miners' strike?

"I control public spending

in this country, and so |

long as I control it you,

cannot win. In short,

gentlemen, the situation

is this : I must destro

you." |
This wasn't said by Thatcher to
the miners, but by Labour Prime
Minister James Callaghan:in 1977,
to a meeting of firemen during
their strike, The Labour govern-
ment went on to break the strike
with the help of the ammy.

in 1979, Callaghan's government

again used troops to break the tank-

er drivers' strike in Northern
Ireland.

This wasn't the first time a
Labour government had used troops
to break a strike. In 1945, five
days after the election of the
Labour government, troops were
sent in against London dockers on
strike for a pay rise. The same
government used troops against
striking dockers again, lorry
drivers, power workers, gas
workers and ... boilér stokers

at Buckingham Palace.

Widodov WweRl

risoners Aid

»The political war being waged
against the wortking class has
resulted in mote than 9500 arrests
(up to 15 Feb), 709 dismissals
(Guardian 28 Feb), and numerous
prison sentences (145 miners have
been jailed so far, and 25 sent to
detention centres). In additionm,
hundreds of miners have lost their
jobs as a result of convictions
arising from the dispute, and some
have been forced to live miles
from their homes as part of their
bail conditioms, in intermal
exile. Those who have beep arres=
ted for alleged crimes committed
off the picket lines have [been
condemned by the mational|leader-
ship of the NUM.

Class War Prisoners' Aid has
been set up by a small number of
revolutionaries with the aim of
doing what we can to support
miners and other workers criminal-
ised in the strike. Me are organ=
ised independently of any trade
union body by people who emphasise
the fact that the prisoners are
casualties in a class war. We
support the use of violence in
defence of the working class, and
we support all prisoners in the
miners' strike whatever they have
been charged with, and whetherx
they are guilty or not.

Although we intend to emphasise
the political nature of the
struggle, and its connection with
workers' struggles elsewhere, we
are trying to Bractically ald the
prisoners as much as we can. We
are collecting information on the
prisoners’' names and their where~
abouts, and will produce an up-to-
date list on request from our
London address.
to keep collecting money for the
CWPA, and send messages of solid-
arity to,prisoners and theirx
families. We ate also compiling

We urge supporters

information on the very limited
rights prisoners have, such as

what can be given to them in
prison. Since the authorities

have started using the old tactic ¥
of moving prisoners far from their’
homes, .we hope to ald families

with travelling expenses. Cheques
should be made out to : Max Holz
Committee, and sent to the address
below.

AMNESTY

Charges have been dropped
sgainst striking miners if they
return to work. On the other hand
working miners have been arrested
for the "crime' of having been
perstaded not to cross the picket
lines. The way the law is being
used in this strike is blatantly
political. However we oppnse

the demand for political status
for prisoners which some support
groups have put forward, since we
helieve that this would divide
miners from other prisoners, most
of whom are working class people
inside for petty crimes against
capitalist property. We are for
solidarity inside and across the
prison walls. We also say that a
return to work without an ammesty
for class war prisoners will be a
defeat : a movement can be judged
by how well it defends its
imprisoned comrades. They're
inside for usj we're outside for
them. ; ' ¥

We are currently trying to set
up groups in Edinburgh, Bradford,
Stoke and Manchester. If you are
jnterested in joining, write tos
CWPA, 355 HOLLOWAY RD, LONDON N7.
Tel : 01 607 8272.

. % Use RECORDED DELIVERY post.
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Right from the start miners in
Lancashire have had to take

action against attempts by Area
NUM officials to sabotage the
strike., In May last year 30
militant miners occupied NUM
offices in Bolton to stop Sid
Vincent, Lancs NUM President,
calling off the strike. Vincent

is renowned for saying whatever:
his audience wants to hear. But
when it comes to action, militant
miners know what tc expect. A !
gtriker from Bold pit said recente:
ly: "if we want anything from Sid
we'll have to occupy his offices
to get it", Striking miners say
they are being let down by their
leaders. "The leadership is doing
us more than anything,' said a
striker from Agecroft pit in Jan-
wavy. Another striker told us how
"1t'a the grassroots that's
vunnlng things in Lancashire, not

the unlon executive at Bolton".
The strike HQ is based at the

wost milirant piv, Bold. Picket-

Ing ls controlled from there by a

comm! ttee of branch officials and
militants. In addition the most
active pickets meet regularly to

discuss strategy, tactics, and

the atate of the atrike. The
divialona between the striking
miners and the Area NUM run deep.
The atvike committee 14 allowed

uo representation on Lancs Area

carry on running their "battle
buses", taking pickets about, and
going to meetings and making
collections.

The truth is that the giant Area
NUMs in Yorkshire and South Wales
are more concermed about protecting
their millions than winning the
strike. They won't support militant

"actions that might lead to legal

actions against them and fines. In
Lancashire the strike committee
has no funds to protect. It exists
for only one reason - to win the
§trike. It has nothing to lose,
and everything to gain, by calling
for, and organising, illegal
picketing.

e think that the unofficial
organisation of the strike has not

gone far enouth. Strikers from Age-
croft are now 'part of the Bold
branch' because all their branch
officinls oppose the strike. But
strikevs in other pits meet separ-
ately in their local branches.

This makes them very vulnerable to
attempts by the NCB or uniomn

leaders to end the strike on a pit-=
by-pit basis. The lack of a unified
orpanisavion for all the pits in

is a major weakness.
Nationaliy, this disunity is even
more Most miners simply
don’ ¢ Luow what is happening outside

their a Lancashire miners have
- Bl amabd mma o

Lancashire

SELLDUNS 2

Cil e

MICHELIN LAYOFFS

The all-too familiar call from

today's ' realistic' unions is for
workers to accept lower pay and
poor conditions in exchange for
job security or under threat of
redundancies. What this really
means can be seen from the
experience of Workers at the
Michelin factory in Stoke-on=
Trent.

Last summer the union effectively
sabotaged a growing strike against
new working conditions. With over
a thousand workers joining the
strike even as the sellout was
being negotiated, and with an
almost identical dispute teking
place at the nearby Simplex G.E.
works. At the time works convenor
Howle - who should be made to -
justified accepting the inhuman
continuous shift system, by
claiming that the company had
given a promise of job security
until the year 2000 for the

Stoke workforce. Such promises
are obviously worth nothing. In
fact the company now thinks the
Stoke workforce will accept
anything.

Now Michelin have announced a
further 2400 redundancies and
the union proposes no fight.
They claim that by abandoning
thousands of workers to a life
of poverty on the dole they are

protecting jobs: As the crisis
T T T~ T o e 'l'Dlﬂ Qf the
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58 the grassroots that's
runnling things In lLancashire, not
the union executive at Bolton".

| The strike HQ is based at the
most militant pit, Bold. Picket-
ing is controlled from there by a
committee of branch officials and
militants. In addition the most
active pickets meet regularly to
di'scuss strategy, tactics, and
the state of the strike. The
divisions between the striking
miners and the Area NUM run deep.

The strike committee is allowed
no representation on Lancs Area’
NUM Executive meetings - although
they can send 'observers'.

Most strikers in Lancashire
think that the strike has been
weakened by the conflict between
them and the Area leadership. In
some ways this is true. Miners who
want to return to work know they
have the tacit support of the
union leadership. But in many ways
the strike is stronger - because,.
to.a limited extent at least
militant miners are running it
themselves.

Take the example of sequestrat-
ion. The powerful Yorkshire NUM
claims it no longer has funds to
pay for transport for flying
pickets. But the NUM had enough
foresight to transfer money out of
the country prior to sequestration,
Why couldn't it make arrangements
in advance to ensure that funds
were available for the flying
pickets? This is what happened in
Lancashire. The strike organisers:
saw what was going to happen with
sequestration. So they disposed of
all the money held officially by
Bold Branch NUM, distributing it
to individuals and other bodies to
keep. As a result they are able to

5(7(1“ am L el et e e amwesw ey ey e "

croft are now 'part of the Bold
branch' because all their branch
officials oppose the strike. But
strikers in other pits meet separ-
ately in their local branches.,

This makes them very vulnerable to
attempts by the NCB or union

leaders to end the strike on a pit-
by-pit basis. The lack of a unified
organisation for all the:pits in
Lancashire is a major weakness.
Nationally, this disunity is even
more serious., Most miners simply
don't know what is happening outside
their area. Lancashire miners have
had to organise mass delegations to
other areas to find out what is
going on., Scottish strikers visit-
ing Lancashire recently were amaz-
ed to find how high morale is here.

Given the experience of this
strike, how can anyone still claim
that unions unite the workers? The
unions are based on the division
between the leaders and the rank
and file, which means workers have
no effective control over their
own struggles.

None of these divisions can be
overcome by working through the
unions to reform them, A new form
of organisation is required. We:
advocate control of strikes by
mass assemblies, meeting every day,
or in permanent session, which
unite all those involved in the
struggle, from every union and from
no union, These assemblies would
also solve the problem of treach-
erous leaders by making all mem-
bers of strike committees etc
recallable at any time by the
workers who elected them,

S
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given a promise of job security
until the year 2000 for the

Stoke workforce. Such promises
are obviously worth nothing. In
fact the company now thinks the j
Stoke workforce will accept
anything.

Now Michelin have announced a
further 2400 redundancies and
the union proposes no fight.
They claim that by abandoning
thousands of workers to a life
of poverty on the dole they are
protecting jobs: As the crisis
bites deeper the role of the
unions as mediators, who do not
represent the interests of the
working class but serve only to
confuse and divide us, is being
made clearer and clearer.

The workers at Michelin will

have to organise themselves if
they are to resist these savage
attacks. They can expect no help
from their union, but they can
expect help from other workers.
Most workers in Stoke realise

that if the Michelin goes it will
affect the whole community.
Michelin workers should organise
meetings now to make plans for the
fight, A first step in this fight
would be to occupy the factory at
Stoke and send delegates to the
other Michelin factories in Ireland,
and France, to put the case for
spreading the dispute throughout
the company. French workers have
sent thousands of pounds to aid
striking British miners. We must
not accept the bosses attempts to
divide us into competing countries.
The workers of the world are

facing a common enemy and must unite



Thousands of women are playing a
vital supporting role in mining
areas., Without this involvement,
initiated by the women themselves,
miners would have been in a far
weaker position to fight. As a
woman canteen worker at Parkside
pit said : "It mustn't be forgotten
that this strike wouldn't have
lasted more than three months
without the self-sacrifice of
miners' wives and the participation
of thousands of women in support
groups',

However, many NUM branches have
refused to give money to the
kitchens. Women from Fitzwilliam
in Yorkshire say that they haven't
had a penny from the union. Other
branches have tried to impose
strict conditions on the way money
is used in the kitchens, to make
sure the women know who's boss.
Women from Upton Miners' Support
Group vefused NUM money. They said
YWiheva wantad +e siva a Annasbklams

VINERS! LEARN
FROM vOoi

because we were nothing to do with
the NUM"r This shows which side
the NUM is on!

Militant women want more than
to be allowed on the picket line.
They want a say in running the
strike. But despite their support
and involvement, the wives and
families of miners are not allowed
into meetings to discuss the
strike strategy and tactics. It is
vital that everyone who is active-
ly supporting the strike is ;
treated as equal in taking
decisions about what to do and how
to conduct it. Women from a Wedsh
pit village told why they were
banned from strike committee
meetings -~ they had criticised the
running of the strike, whereas the
men were afraid to criticise
'their own' leaders.

Why are union officials so
hostile to women becoming more
actively involved in the strike?
This demand challenges the very
heart of trade unionism. oy once
you let miners' wives into the
branch meetings, and elect them
onto strike committees, a prece-
dent is established. Once non-
miners are allowed to fully
participate Iin the ztrike, the way
is open for more and moie pevple

WIVES!

A women's picket of Sutton Manor
pit in Lancashire where I was
present, stood out in contrast
to the usual picket line ritual
of a few shouts and people generally
not knowing what's going on. We
discussed beforehand what we wanted
to do, and despite being heavily
outnumbered by the police, we did
give them a run for their money.
And’ they hated it. They just
couldn't think of enough sexist
insults to fling at us. There was
a feeling of solidarity and
collectivity that comes from
struggling together. Without the
union leaders and union traditions
to tell them how to behave, which
the men have, women are able to
simply do what they decide needs
to be done.

Wildcat does not support the
aims of the Greenham movement, but
pickets can learn from their organ-
isation., The women at Greenham
Commonn in 1982 and 1983 had no
officials to say what they could
do. They orpanlsed several hundred
people vound an eleven-mile
perimeter fence at night, keeplng
one step ahead of the police by
using walkie-talkie radios, organ-
ising actions through group
dolepgaces to a small central
plauning meetlng, making sure that



groups'.

However, many NUM branches have
refused to give money to the
kitchens, Women from Fitzwilliam
in Yorkshire say that they haven't
had a penny from the union. Other
branches have tried to impose
strict conditions on the way money
is used in the kitchens, to make
sure the women know who's boss.
Women from Upton Miners' Support
Group refused NUM money. They said
"Thye wanted to give a domation
on condition that they had a say
in the menu. But we're answerable
to nobody". At Tower Lodge in
Hirwaun, Wales, NUM officials
insisted that £100 collected by the
women had to go to them instead. A
miners wife told how "its like
working with the Mafia. Terry
Thomas (Vice-President of South
Wales NUM) came chasing after the
money, and I wouldn't have been
surprised if Neil Kinnock wasn't
far behind",

when women want to go beyond

the kitchen sink, and go picketing, -

they have had an even harder time
of it. At Wistow colliery miners
themselves orgainsed a picket of
a local power station, inviting
all their supporters along. A
miner described what happened :
"The NUM officials came down

and told us to leave becuase the
pickets had not been organised by
the NUM and not all the pickets
were NUM members. They also told
the female pickets to get back to
the soup kitchens where they
belonged. One official went over
to the -police lines inviting them
to deal with us as they wished

Why are union officials so
hostile to women becoming more
actively involved in the strike?
This demand challenges the very
heart of trade unionism. For once
you let miners' wives into the
branch meetings, and elect them
onto strike committees, a prece-~
dent is established. Once non-
miners are allowed to fully
participate in the strike, the way
is open for more and more people
to be drawn into the struggle -
until what you have is no longer a
trade union dispute, but a mass
strike. In this situation, union
leaders would lose any special
claim to authority. They recognise
this threat to their power. They
are afraid of women activists who
bluntly refuse to do what they tell
them,

to 'get back to the kitchens'.

Women Pickets

Women who want to go picketing
have met other problems. If they
are the wives of militant miners
who have already been arrested,
they are reluctant to risk arrest
as well, especially with children
to look after. There is no reason
why this should be organised by
women. Men on strike should take
their share of caring for children
and let the women go picketing.
Not just because everyone should
be involved. But also, women make
very good pickets. For many, it
is their first experience of a
picket line, but they know what
to do.

No wonder they tell the women

aims of the Greenham movement, but
pickets can learn from their organ-
isation. The women at Greenham
Common in 1982 and 1983 had no
officials to say what they could
do. They corganised several hundred
people round an eleven-mile
perimeter fence at night, keeping
one step ahead of the police by
using walkie-talkie radios, organ-
ising actions through group
delegates to a small central
planning meeting, making sure that
all participants knew what was
going on and everyone was playing

;theit part, however small., What
‘people in volved in the miners'

strike have learnt, that the Green-
tham women never did, is the need to;

, respond to state violence with our

own viclence. As one miner's wife
put it: "I've always respected the
police, but I'll tell you what,
1'1] watch a bobby being kicked to
death in the street in the future
and 1'11 walk across to the other
side. They've shown their true
colours now'.

Far from being the weakest
section of the working class,
unable to fight back against the
bosses’ onslaught because they
are unorganised, women have shown-
time and again that it is their
very lack of involvement in the
organisations that hold men back,
that enables them to organise ‘
themselves and carry out their
own decisions and actions. This
puts them at the forefront of the
working class's struggle. If
miners are to win, they must
learn from their wives and
mothers, girlfriends and daughters.

T
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This was the title of a public meeting held in Man-
chester on 7th Febuary, organised jointly by Fitz-
wiliiam Prisoners Aid Committee, Class War Prisoners
Aid, and Wildcat. The meeting was opened by a
sealcer fyom Wildcat who said that the new union

Laws make all effectlive activity during strikes illegal

and force every milltant worker to become a criminal.
These laws have been used as the legal justification

to all our we

coming pamphlet of a

for the reorganlsation of the
police force along milltavy lines,
in ovder to "defend the law' duving
the miners' strike. Vialent
confrontation betwoen workava ani
the state is now an Inevitablea
fearure of class strupgle in
Britain as it is fternatioinlly,
support for class war pylocgnevs 1a
Inseperable from unconditivnat

Sipport for whavever actlons Dear Wildeat,
mine s and other workers in Thank you for the papers.
Strueple contsider arve needad 1o They =sald fnatantly. Could you
ramiat o and counter pollce vinlense. agil Al of the next editlion.

sea 10 1A dmpartant to commenl
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you aeem to bhe angpeating workens

WL UnEiEdE Fay ehe meening had gl dd wa |u|!|-l the unions, Inu.
g0 sapie 9 Yemme alang and hesi alyennt bl Bl 1 aminga Lthemaselves
I hipe that thia 1a not the casea,

LN RTE S T8 TR the jpulive
Lbevanse Lhe place thal worlkers
' " 3 alipiiie do grow In atvength, and the
| -v. bighit b1z wa= én.fs_;i'gg lvluve where we can argue and
R WSS ERRn pUl RLENT relate to class struggle, is the
ietdan Conuay, the firat union meeting, Having said that,
poExsE ERim FPAG: Ha daa- we agree totally, that unlon
vibsd sveple loading ve yha leaddaras have dlffavent Interents
' ¥ "‘l“_a"’ vt ih tu thelr membievra. Unboia o act
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BFrabke Whaiillazs

1) Dpposition to capitalist society
which exists in every country in
the ‘world; both in the form of
arjvate canltallsm aad the ‘mixed
cconcmy’. 8s in the American bloc,
and in the form of 'state capital-
ism” asuwin the Ru sian bloc, Chlna,

and much of the 'thizd world’

2y Committment to the communist

obiective - abolition =f nation

states and the money/market/wages

system and its rteplacement by a

efdssiess soeciety, common ownership
e

1 democratic control of the
world®s resources.

33 Rejection of natiomalisation

and other state capitalist economic
weasures as any solution to working
;5 problems, or to the world
crisincaused by capitallsm.

43 Rejection of all expressions of
neCionalism, including ‘national

{iberation’ orpanisations such as
the LRA, PLO etc, ILor the inter-
n\Lionall ation of class struggle.

5) Opposition to all capitalist and
nationalist pavties, including the
tabour Party and olther organisalt-
Jong of the capitallast Left.
Gppaeigion o all jolnt work with
heass arganisations, Including
fnrricipation in front organisations
pugiias (CND,

() Support and encouragement for
tndependant vorking class struggle,
tnaide the control of the trade
yrbonp (locluding the shop

warde and 'vapk and file' move-

M anag w1 bolitical POTLLGY .
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NETRUL G waE rlglhit
Ly pyvendan Conway, the flrst
qponlker fvom FPAC, He des-
cribed events leading to the
(botr in Pltzwilliam on 9th
story of provocation,
st by rakistance, and finally
fult«scale assault by
in blue. The miners in
seen their leading
imprisoned, exiled and
lneatd under curfew, all for
ilmes’ which would normally only
prlt a small fine.
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the second speaker from FPAG,
to Doody, had been savagely
ten by the pigs after hia avrest
ring the riot. In a passfonate
speech he warned that no militant
worker would be safe from the same
treatment, and worae, Lf the working
class..did not vally to aupport all
the class war prisonera taken
during the miners' strike.

Much of the discussion which
followed was about organlising prac-
tical support for imprisoned miners.
Following a questlon from the floor
there was also a discussion on the
role of the union leadership during
the strilce. The speakers from FPAC
said that the unity of the strike
was paramount. Although none of the
miners' leaders werve above crit-
icism, this should be left to the
miners themselves. Criticism 'from
the outside' plays into the hands
©i the government and weakens the

rrike. Wildcat's view ls that all
supporters of the miners should
sive their 100% active support. But
ilie strike is not strengthened, but
{ninlly weakened by refusing to con-
{yont the fact that these efforts
.vo bring sabotaged by the union

Every miner and all sup-
of the strike should be
fully involved in discussions
sbout the weaknesses of the strike
pnd how to overcome them.
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shandd nab bul bd the wni
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Yamongal the
tha (asde,
bevcanae Lhe jplave thal workers
do grow in atrength, and the
place where we can argue and
relate to class struggle, is the
union meeting, ‘Having said that,
we agree totally, that union
leaders have different Interests
to thelr members. Unlona do act
as an organ fov
but they almo flght
worklng condlilons and save Jobs.
To promote diatrust of the
and to suggest Independent
Is quite vighu. We
believe that workers, at
should

social contrvol

to fmprove

uniona
action
do not, al-
though,
the present moment,
completely disscalate themselves
from tha unjons. Unlouns do act as
a focus.

Yours fraternally,

C.K. (on behalf of York
Anarchlst Group)

Wildcat Reply : Thank you for your
holp in selling Wildcat., One of
our main aims is to provoke dis-
cussion and debate, and we are
eager to read and publish readers’

LAY HEIRN = IrE TRy TREY Ty W sy wmy
[l':l the same cenbon, '\\--ulupi---- (e {
vaadeip whit: heve wililan Py ™ Th e i
and mey vat racalyvat them Both
pamphlets will be ouar soon l

STILL AVATLABLE: ' Frouy Line News o f
Tfaﬁﬁthe'TiH~a War' (Anal f q
recent strikes in Britain sn

Europe) - price 30p inc postige.
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1f you like the paper. and want gt
to continue to appear veguladly , ‘We
urgently need your help. {1
Take out aisubscrip@ion. e e
Take bundlgs, of jthg,paper t?gsel{
to workmates and friends. 2
Place it in four Fdchal
shop 1f it is not alteady there.
| Send us articleg fow the paper
(short, mo jargou} abqut cPakk VU
struggle in your srwau A ~bes

Wildcat is produced at present by
a small group based maxn]y in Man<* !
chester.,' "But we 5on L “aim to sEEYL

that way.
to join oux groups from any part of
the country., If you agree with ‘WHa®
we say, contact us to find out moxe.

comments.

We try to use every opportunity
to put our views forward, and this
certainly includes speaking at
union meetings, Members of W1ldcat
also attend union 'general meetings’
at their workplaces, and argue for
militant action. But we don't get
involved in the regular 'branch
meetings', dominated by members of
left groups and aspiring bureau-
crats.

The problem with the trade
unions is not simply that the
leaders sabotage strikes. Trade
union organisation divides workers
into seperate trades and industries.
Trade union traditions teach their
members compromise, moderation,
reliance on leaders, and re$pect
for bureaucratic procedures
designed to stifle individual
initiative., This is why we call
for workers in struggle to break

from trade unionism.

TherP is an alternative.
miners' strike hagzish
crisis of capitalisi sg¢
forces workers into al
frontaticn with the =
struggles for limited ¢
actions of militant work
miners strike, l¢ﬂp the riol
1881, show how nehg radi
struggle develop as a prac
necessity. Justas imperta
through these exprrient
jidezs become more widespread,
think that this radicalisation,
oceurring in tlie heat of the
strdgele, will lead tojnew fogms of |
organisation arising, unit1ng evs-W
greater sections of the workirg
class in a struggle which, aliy,
can &eize power from capitalisme
The next issue of Wildecatg wlll o
into this question it detaile

£ £2W
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expressions of
‘nationatl

Y Rajacrion ol all
inclading
organisations

vt onelism,
ilbavation'
the TRA, PLO etc, Yor the inter-

quionall ;ation of class struggle.

such as

?) Opposition. ko all capitalist and
ationalist parties, including the
thour Party and other ovganlsat-
Jong of ‘the capltallst teft.
Oppost tion to all jolot work with
fhess organisations, including
participation in front organisations
such!as CND.

b} Support and encouragement for
independant working class struggle,
outside the control of the trade

canjons (xncluding the shop

wards and 'rank and file' move-
Ls},'and all political parties.

in

left book=- = 7} Rejectjoniof the useiof parl-

_izmenk. Fpr the active particip-
stiov ‘of the whole working class

Lofwidts ‘oun lemancipation through
| pgdcial, revolution which overthrows
~all, gevernments. bosses and

8% AcaLve oppaqitian to all forms
qf sexism, racism, and cultural and
n:titut onalised barriers to
udrking clags (solidarity.

9Y oOpposition to religion,
cificism and all other ideolog-
al mystifications.

support for principled co-
rayion among revolutionaries,
oppasition to sectarianism,

*| DEMO

TOLENCE

;Ihe press played down the viclence
at the massive Support the Miners
demonstration in London on 24th
February. Things started to hot
up, when courageous action by miners
and demonstrators forced the pigs
to release two miners who had been
arrested. ‘Later pitched battles

‘Aaged for more than. two hours in

tehall and Trafalgar Square
,stween police and demomstrators,




DRESDEN

HOLOCAUST FOR DEMDCRA_CY

In the next few months, the ruling
classes of East and West are going
to try to make their populations
believe that 40 years ago a war
was won for the benefit of human-
ity, for freedom and socialism.
The anniversary of the destruction
of the German city of Dresden by
the bombers of Britain and the USA
on 14 Febuary this year, reminds
us that this is a lie.

From what you read in the
papers, you would think Dresden
was not a 'justified' target. But
though it had no economic value to
the Cerman state, its destruction
was fully justified in terms of
the war aims of the democratic
powers, 1t achieved its aim :
demoralising and terrorising the
working class population of

Germany.

Churchill wanted a defeated
working class. He didn't want a
repeat of 1918, when Germany's

defeat led to attempted revolution. break the Germans' spirit by
By 1944 there was already the
beginning of a movement of strikes of 58 German towns .. (page 35).

and passive resistance by German
and Italian workers. Dresden was

packed with refugees fleeing from workers' faith in the Nazi regime's
the marauding Russian army, and

numerous forced labourers from all had to make sure they wouldn't arm
over Europe. It was attacked

because it held so many people in done in 1918,

such a small area, and because

many of its buildings were made of realise that resistance was use-
wood, so it would burn well. The less, When some German workers

P i ML b I 0 et it o | i Ll Ul Lol e i A amas ol

page 32)..And on 30 March 42,
Professor Lindemann advised Churchill
that it would be possible to

aiming at ''the working class areas

Having shattered the German
ability to defend them, the Allies
to defend themselves, as they had

They had to be
totally terrorised; they had to

nuclear weapons, so that British
imperialism is restricted to
weapons like TNT and napalm when it
razes enemy cities in a future
crusade for democracy. People like
the Greenham Common women think

you can defeat imperialism by
expressing moral outrage, and by
"non-violent direct action',

To destroy capitéﬁism and exter=«
finate the butchers of Dresden will
require '"the mightiest civil war
humanity has ever seen, where the
proletariat seizes supreme power
in its calloused fist to use it,
as the god Thor used his hammer,
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epeat of 1918, when Germaty & - -

lefeat led to attempted revolution.
yy 1944 there was already the
eginning of a movement of strikes
yind passive resistance by German

,nd Italian workers. Dresden was
packed with refugees fleeing from
the marauding Russian army, and
qumerous forced labourers from all
over Europe. It was attacked
because it held so many people in
such a small area, and because

many of its buildings were made of
wood, so it would burn well. The
type of bombs used, as well as the
timing {the Americans 3 hours
behind the British, to wipe out

the fire brigades) were

calculated to cause maximum
civilian casualties. Approximately
135,000 people died in the fire-
storm. Capitalist democracy doesn't
hesitate to take measures every bit
as barbaric as fascism, and workers
should be equally opposed to both.
The left-wing parties who supported
the Second World War are every bit
as culpable as Hitler and Churchill.

From the origins of the Allied
bombing offensive, the Chiefs of
Staff were clear that killing
civilians was just as important as
destroying railways, factories and

dams. Although they initially
singled out the towns of the
industrial Ruhr for destruction,
this was because they "lie in
congested industrial towns, where
the psychological effect will be
the greatest“. (Air vic-Marshall
Bottomley, 9 July 41, quoted in
Irving, The Destruction of Dresden

I T N et W e B e M - et | G

break the Germans spirit by
aiming at "the working class areas
of 58 German towns .." (page 35).

Having shattered the German
workers' faith in the Nazi regime's
ability to defend them, the Allies
had to make sure they wouldn't arm
to defend themselves, as they had
done in 1918, They had to be
totally terrorised; they had to
realise that resistance was use-
less. When some German workers
struck in 1947 in the Ruhr, the
occupying forces left them in no
doubt of the fate which awaited
them if their resistance continued

"strikes which endanger the
policies of occupying POWeIS,

or interfere with their plans,
will not be tolerated. Any
person who behaves in such a
manner will be punished, and do
not forget that under the laws -
of the military, the guilty can
be punished with the death sen-
tence. 1 have the power to cut
the rations of anyone involved
{n work unrest ... this would be
drastic, and would extend for an
indefinite period of time."
(Broadcast by US governot of
occupied Germany 1947) .

1n other words, go back to work or
we'll starve you to death.

WAR AND PACIFISM

For the CND, World War Two was

justified. They want to ban

razEy €CHNeaNy TILIEE & & ST o
crusade for democracy. People like
the Greenham Commomn womeil think
you can defeat imperialism by
expressing moral outrage, and by
"non-violent direct action'.

To destroy capitéﬁism and exter-
Sinate the butchers of Dresden will
require 'the mightiest civil war
humanity has ever seen, where the
proletariat seizes supreme power
in its calloused fist to use it,
as the god Thor used his hammer,
to smash the heads of the ruling
classes", as Rosa Luxemburg, the
German revolutionary, put it in
1919.

As the ruling classes prepare
to celebrate their victory, the
class struggle continues. Let's
spoil the celebrations'

RAN -IRAQWAR

Following our articf on 'The
Middle East: Imperialist War and
Class War' in Wildcat 2, we read
'in the press of the Internation-
alist Communist Group that there
‘have recently been mutinies
'against the Iran-Iraq wat in the
Iraqi army. In The Times (26
October 1984) the Red Cross
reports riots amongst Iraqi
prisoners of war in Iran.

. LE COMMUNISTE is -
|Available from : BP 54 BXL 31
BRUXELLES BELGIUM.
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