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FRET TO March,
Apri lElSTRIKERS

g'LL NEVER BE
tr##ffisAffid

Although most of  Lhis issue of

I r t i  ldcat was wr: i  t ten t refore the cal  l

T"-IiE-ttre tni ners ' s tr: i k e, i- ts

oontentt i  arc st  l l  I  h i l ' " l r ly  t - r ' l r ' -

v i rn l  .  l . l l  l t r rv( '  w1l  t  lcr l  r l l r r r r t l  t l r r '

.  1 1-r 'nt , .  l l t ; l  ; t t t t l  wlr tk l l r ' | : i r l . i i  ( ) l  t l r t '

, l  r  l l t r , .  11;rr ly r t r  l  I I l r t r r l  l t r  l t t r t r t  wr '

l r ; rvr .  ' : l r ( l l ( r ' l l  l t r  l r r  l l l ( .  r  r ) l l l : i . '  ( r l

l l rc r . i l  t  i l<r '  l t i tv<'  t t1 ' , tct '< l  wl  t l r  i l  l ( ) (

o[ .  tv l laL wr.r  1r ; rve]  said.  ' I ' i r is

advance in Pol i t ical  conscious-

rress has t leen too l - i t t le and too

I i l f  r . ' l -o Jrrr"V<'r t t  l l rc t t t  i t t , ' t : t t

: r l  r  l l ' , '  I  1, ,111 , '11, l l t tp ' .  l l t  '1. ' l r ' ; r l  '  
|  |

l  t t , r t , t  v l l ; l l  l l r , r l  r ' l l t r  t  wrr l l ' r '1 '1

I i r l i ( '  t l ; r  I l r r '  I t " ; ' t , t t ' i , ' I  I l r t '  t t t I l l t ' l ' ' t

'1 t  1 i l<r '  i I  l r t t r t tq '  ' i l t t l l ' ,1, ' .  l t ' r t  r t t l  l t t

I t ' tv , '  ; t t tv t l t l t l t ( ' t '  t ) l  : t t l r : t  t ' r i : ; .

's tate 
-  the pol i -cer cot t r l -s,  t t tedla

ancl  governnrent:  -  nre r t ( ) t  
t  

t tct t t ra l ,  
t :

, l t  Ls t l tc  et t r . t t ty of  l l t l  workl l rp ' ,

c.  l1ss.  Wlrrr l t  t 'orr l r r t t t t l t  lc l r  -  r ,mlr loyt . r l

t rnt l  t t l tntr t1r  I  oy l t l  ,  r r r ( ' t t  t t  t t r l  wott t t ' t t  ,

y{}unt:  l r r r , l  o l r l  -  l l rvt ,  lc i r t t t t  t l tAl

t l r r .  v lo l r . r r r r .  o l  l l r r ,  r l r r l r .  t r r t t . . r l  be

rrrr t  wl t l r  t :o l l l t . l  Iv , '  wor_l<lrrg < ' tass

vlolencc. l . r r  r r r , : r t ty places t .here

"f  
t t -U" r to 

t  
return to norm{r l i ty '  :

no reconci l iat i .on wi th the Pigs,

nor wj . th mannt ' ,< ' tnetr l  .

' l ' l r t .  r . t ( , r r r t t r l r  ( | t ' r l ' r  wi l l  t . r t l l -

l l l t t te l l  fn;r1,  l l t r .Elala tn a1;6, '1*

mrrtF Bi l ' l  l t t t r l r ,wi l thurg l t r , r t r l  t r l t .  ' l ' l rn

l , . ( lvc.  I  l l t i lc ' l t l  c .x l r . r  l t  wolkr , r , ' t  I  r r

t  l r  I  r rh I  l r r r  I  : t  I  t t t  r '  or t ( ' i  { )  |  I  l r r '

s  l  t  t l t tgt 's  l  t r t t  l  t t t t : i  l tn ! ' i  t lou,  l rFFt l
hrr l r r  t l -Hns ta f {a l r t  hraL

ml-I I l -arrL rrr  i r r r , l ' .s  who l rave beien
f (r1r; '1.r1 t  o r l , 'vr '  I  o1l  111'1q f  o r-rus of
or 'Rrt t t  I  r rn t  i  , ' r r  \ ,v l r  I  r ' l r  1 ' ,o 11111l_Ll i !
t t r r l r rn t l l  v i . , i , ,11;3 I t r r r l  r rEjr I r rs!  unlo
l l t t r  t , r r r t r  r  r r ,  y (  .  r ' r .  gr11y41,s I  nrrr l  5) .

l r r  r r I |  . r r  l r ' , r I lcLs orrr l  news-
prtPl '1 'c w(.  l r ; rvc s; t - . rcssed the poln
thaL unless oLlrer workers jo ined

in the sLruggle wi th the rniners,
there was no rvay t . l rc s I  r i l<c cr>tr l . ,
gl l ( ' ( ' ( , ( \ (1.  Nr, tv { , r l r r1 i  6 l  ( ) t t ' ,J tp l f rnt l ,

t t le.  v l la l  l l  t l r l ' r  r . r r . r t . r r l l r r l  r . larr ,
, to l  l , l ; l  I  ly  i  I  o l r r ,  nt f , ,ntr l l tF( l  l r r
I  t t  I  t t  r  r .  : ,  I  r  u l , , r '  l  ( , r ; ,

t l  l l l t r r r r t  l r  r l r r r  wlrr t  l f , , t ( , ( -  wl l l

l l t t ' : l t '  l r , ' r ' ; , r r , '  : ; l r r r r r l r l  lot tn t ' , r ( ) t t l )S
lrr  r l i ' i t  l t ' . . ,  . r ' r , l  r l lvr . l r r l r  l r r r  t l r t ' r= t l

l r l r=.a ' ,  t l r t 'y  i r , rv( '  le,rrr  r r l  r l r t r  l r tg l  t l r r
r  t  r  I  Lu rad brr  r t r t r r r l  f thrn r*aq-



" ' inE.ntJ"i tE:Jtt  
1I htdhlv !r l r '

varrL.  Wp heve wt l  EEen al l r tuE f- l te

rEF€nFeha rnd relkeeerea ef  Eh:

E E r lke.  l lanY nr1 11 Ernt  mln:  r r  we

Ireve Epnken- EP ln the enuree ef

the pErlke have agrect l  wlEh e tot

of what wrr  have said.  Thts

advance in pol i t lcal  conscious-

Ress has been too l i t t le and too

Iate Eo Prevent the mlneral

etr tke f rom Pndlng ln t lefeeE. IE

ls Rott  vtEel  EhaE oEher wPtkarr

rurci-up the ler long of  the m{ner l l

s t r ! .ke t f  future Etruggles ars to

have any clrance of  succesg.

There have been manY galns ln

the course of  the str ike.  The

Bri t ish miners now see Ehemselves

as part  of  th€ internaLional

working classl  and workers in

other countr : ies have been inspired

to f ight  back against  the at tacks

of their  owri  bosses. Women from

the mini-ng communit ies have been

in the for:efront of  the struggle '

l t i l i tant  workers now knovr that  the

rRd rincmPlcYedr ffi€fl and HirheR,

y€sag rnd eld .  h ive learnE EhrE

Ehe vlc lene€ 6f  Eha cEate rnunc br

m€t Hl th
vlolence. In manY Praces there
wITI-Te no 'return Lo normalitY':
no reconei l iat ion wi th the Pigsr
nor with management.

Thr tconomlc cr l r l f  r r l l l  con'

ElnuG Eo foree thc l t rEc to atErck

mott  lnd mors wod( l r r  head on. The

Sovarnm€nt txPrcEa workerr to
thLnk that al.neo one of the
gtrongest, untonc hta now been
beaten, any att imPt Eo f lghE back
woul.d be fut l le.  Howover,  the gg!
lesson for the future ls that  the
trade unions are dead as far  as
organls ing miLt tant struggle is
concerned. One of the most Po$rer-
fu l  and wel l -d isctpl ined unions in
the country has been shown to be
an inef fect ive means of  strugglet

to say the leasL. Workers must now

fol low the example of  the most

blretr t r t r '  y  (eea pEgFr rnd t ) .

tn el l  nrrr  teaf leEs and newc-
paperg wc l re lve sEressed Ehe poln
that unless other workers jo ined
ln the struggle wi th the miners,
there was no way the str lke coul,
succeed. N€w formc of  organlgl t l ,
r ra vt ta l  , " f  t l r la eesont la l  c l la
rol{der l ty l r {  to be organtaed ln
' future struggLes,

Mt. [Ltant mlners who agree wit l
these lessons should form groups
to dlscuss and develop further t t
ldeas they have learnt,  dur ing the
str ikr:  and t ,o spread them among
other groups of  workers.  They
should cont. inue to support  a l l
worke:rs who have been sacked or
imprisoned for support ing the
str ike.  The reinstatement of  a l l
sacke<I miners and the release of
al l  c lass war pr isoners should be
taken up as a demand by other
groups of  workers in future
s trugg I  es .

The violence and determinat ion of

t t re most mi l i tant  mining commun-

i t ies t ras forced the state to

ai" t . r rufu the facade of '  
tdemocracyt

arra po t i ce ' neu tra li tY ' ' The

real isauion by thousands of  workers

that caPital ist  democracY is

nothing more than a meaningless

r i tual  cover ing the v io lent ru le i
of  one class over another is one

of the last ing gains of  the

nt iners '  sLr ike.  I t  is  no exager-

at ion to descr ibe some of the

coal f ie lds as t tpol ice statest t .  We '
dbn' t  need to detai l  here the

survei  l lance, f rame-uPs, rout ine

heat ings,  imPrisonrnent and exi le

<- ' f  working class people involved

ln the str ike.  The other s ide of

the story is the resistance of

workers to Pol ice occuPat ion of

the'Yorkshire coal f ie ld.

Since the uPris ing in FiEz-

wi lL iam on 9 July last  Year,  when

the ent ire vi l lage drovet out the

pol lce and bui l t  barr icades with

cranes to prevent the arrest of  a

miner,  there have been no arrests

in the v i l lage. The Pol ice don' t

l lke comlng into Fi tzwl l l iam or

vi l lages l ike i t r  TheY had to

"o*.  
i t  to Prbtect '  the one'scab

at the local pi't 'r 'hhd th'e1z''were

greeted with dbuse and frequent lyt

barr icades and br icks.

The Local  comrnuni ty pol iceman's

l i fe has been made a misery;  h is
at tempts to ingrat iate himsel f  wi th
the chi ldren ab the local  lower
school  have fai led.  Chi ldren
as young as 7 hat.e the pigs in a
way which was unknown in Yorkshire
vl l lages one year ago. The brutal-
I ty of  the state has sown the seeds
of insurrect ion in the hearts of

' the younger generat ion.  The most
common remark we heard in Yorkshire
was t ' th ings wi l l  never be the

.  t t
same again".  

-WhaLeyer, the,  
ogtcome: ,

,  ,  '  ef ,  the miners '  s t r i | .e,  the, g.radr;a 1,
: , r ' iernergence of  c lass conciousness is

i r reversibtre.  The class war has
returned to Bri  tain.



'the dmY we beat
the pigs '

I t  was -6oC 
" i th 

a f reezing East

wind as we arr ived to jo in the

mass picket of  Carr ington Power

stat ion in Manchesterr  on MondaY

11 Febuary.  We were among the

f i rst  there and the Pol ice were

tel l ing us exact ly where r te could

stand to avoid being arrested" I t

looked l ike i t  was going to be as

fr :ustrat ing as most of  the picket-s

outside the pi ts,  where Pol ice
heavi ly outnumber pickeLs every

morning. So thaL we get surroundedt

threatened, and end uP watching

the scabs go into work"

More pickets arr ive at  Carr ing-

ton. I t  real ly is a good change

from the start  of  the str ike when

'outsiderst  were v iewed with

suspic ion by many miners.  Wi ldcat

argued from the very sLart  of  Lhe

str ike that  a l l  miners '  supporters

should be on the picket l ines,  noL

only.  so that  the pickets were rnore

powerful  in numbersn buE so that

the argument,s for  sol idar i ty could

go beyond the miners to other

workers.  The whole working class

has a stake in th is str ike" I f  the

miners lose, the governrnent and

the bosses wi l l  feel  conf i -dent to

at tack the working and l iv ing

condi t ions of  us al l .  I t  is  Loo

people surged across to blook the

poad. The Pol ice t r ied to leL the
' Iorry 

through, grabbing indiv idual

pickets and hur l ing Lhem to the

ground but pickel-s protected each

other,  so no-one was arrested. We

defended ourselves and stood f i r rn.

At ' the start  of  the str iker on

many picket l ines,  Pol ice and

miners werd qui te f r iendly towards

each other.  Now the miners know

the pol ice are their  enemies"

They knbw that the onIY waY' to

pi ,cket ef fect . ivelY is to meet

pol ice v io lence with workers '

c lass v io lence. The TUC had

ffirT".ea-E this was to be

a peaceful  PickeL, but

i t  was obvious that no-one wanted

to peaceful ly s ia i rd by as the coal

lor . r ies went in.  At  last ,  for  the

f i rst  t ime in a long whi ler  we

had the strength to Lake on the

pol i  ce and win.  ! t re made the. mos L

of our opportuni tY.

One pol iceman was squashed

between Lhe lorrY and the Pickets"

The local  press c la i rned later that

he was kieked by 
t  

thugs'  as he laY

on. the ground. This wasn'  L t r l te,

We did what was necessery to sLoP

the coal  going throtrgh, but nct

Uack on the PickeL l inert l r<r TUC

of - t : - i  r : : i ,a ls appealed through thelr

nrr :gaPhones to c lear the road

to- let  an ambulance through for

Lhe in jure-<l  pol iceman'  In fact  the

ambul.ance was stuck several  mi les

back in the t raf f ic  jam we had

"ru".a,  
a long wi l -h a coachload of

fu l  lv-armed Pol ice r : lot '  squad

reinforcementsl  We hesl tated'  We

should have seized the megaphones

from t t re TUC of, f ic ia ls and glven

Ehem to miners who could have used

Lhem Lo organise the picket lnstead

ol :  sabotag* i t .  BuL Lhe decis ion

was utade -  we would c lear the roadt

Lt  Ehe coal^ wagon turned back'  The

po1- ice ordered the lorry dr iver to

turn round. We had won, i t  was a

real  moratre boosLer.  '

MORE ACTION NEEDED:
--"Trt;1nT;;r!:fr-ad-won a sYmbo I I c

victorY in a show of strength'  But

ac. t i -orrs l - ike th is on their  o l^: 'n are

not e.nough to win the str lke '  What

. i -s needed is for  workers ln the

power stat ions -  and other work-

pl" . . t  -  to take str lke act lon

r i t t r  t t te miners" After 11 monthst

ff iI6t" are aware that theY can

expect nothing from the trade union

leaders -  excePt sabotage" Scar-

gi l - l 's  calLs to other union leaders

$or sot idar i tY act ions in suPPort

i i r  t - t , "  tn ine.rs have come to nothing'

A sl- r i .ker:  f r :om Agecrof t  PiL said :
t t ' fhe execut. ives of  every union have

r lone the sanne thing, theY don' t

care about the rank and f i le" '  A

m:i-ner f rcr tn Bold went fur ther:  "We

need t"o get shot of  union leaders

e.api  t -a l i  s ts,  thaLr s al l  theY

Edinburgh 24'2 '85

The heart land of  the S

.ort f t " ta,  Fl fe,  ls  st l

on str lke.  No coal  ls

Juced at  anY of  the Ft l

which emPloY over 500O

12000 mlners.

In JanuarY and Febut

Hheeler,  the NCB boss i

t r led to use f l res at  I

Seaf le ld col l ler les Eo

the Fl fe mlners back t(

hts threat of  c losures

rcdundancles dldn' t  br

r t r lke.  DesPlte the a

closure of  the Frances

due Lo f l re,  Fl fe mine

tcrmlne:d that  no comPu

rcdundancles wI11 resu

Lhlr ,  ant !  theYt re camP

thc redeveloPment ot  t

scef le ld comPlex'

One Fl fe mlner to l t

rhe feel ing for  the t l

i t rong that pol lce art

:o venEure lnto cert l

ruch ts High val teYf l

)unferml lne.  Pol  lo l

rave come under r t t rc

Elsewhere ln Scrr t  I

, t .ure is mlxed'  Honkt

of  the two LoEhlans r

has a fa l r  major l tY c

exEra ef for t  has beer
I  ip ickett ing recent lYt

tusloads of  oEher wot

studenLs and unemprol

Edlnburgh have been

pl  cke !s .

Thl  s ac:  t l  v l  t 'Y har

perr t tade the NACODS

blnua Eo rr furr- to c

Jr.^. I-.sr a
i rL( ' .  ' l ' l r r :Y beEraY the worklng



t lgrr  Lt tg rLqL9 vr Lrtc F F-- ' - -  - t

,ouLslderst  
were v i .cwt,r l  wi  l l i  l l  w, . i l i  o l rv lorrr i  t l r : r l  t to-{r l r |  tvrr l l l , ' r l  l r l  '1r  t rn

suspic ion by many miners.  r , , l  L l .c lcat  to Pcir(r(r l  u l  ly  st . r l t t t l  l ry rr : ;  l  l t r '  '  "  
r  I

Powcrful  l t t  t t t t r t t l rct : l  ,  l r r t l  ' : ' | i  l l r r l

the arguments for  sol i r l , : r r i tv  ( ' ( , r l l { l

go beyond the miners to ol-hcr

workers.  The whole working clRss

rn i  ners lose, the govt l r : r r r l l i ; rnL and

the bosses w111 feeI c:<,r t f  i< iLrr t t  to

at . tack the working arr t l  . l  i  r ,  i r r i r

condi  t ions of  us al  l .  I  t .  i  r ;  I  orr

important to leave t i - re f  i  g l r  l .  i t rs t : ,

to L1 he miners.  Now Lancaslr i  r r . '

miners welcome their  supporLcrrr i

on the picket l ines'  Reg"ular:  l l ls-

loads go from the universi ty zrnd

the polyLechnicr  and other PeoPle

go out in car loads. The GaY and

Lesbian Miners '  Support  GrcuP has

i ts own fortnight ly Picket which

is welcomed by the miners and has

done a lot  to sPread mutt le l

acceptance and class soJ- idar i ty"

There were not manY workers f rorn

other industr ies on the PlckeL.

l ine th is morning '  The Pi-  t - . i ' ;e l :

has been'cal led'by the l r lorr l t

l ,Jest  TUC. BuL the TUC haei  not-

even tr ied to mobi l ise lLs

memhers to at t .end'

By 7 am we Pickets outnuf l l lered

the pol ice.  The TUC off ic ia l

st-ewards jo ined the Pol ice 
jn

order ing us onto one si-de of  the

pavement to make sure the Picket

was inef fect ive.  The f i rst  two

coal  lorr ies went through. Bul

when the thi rd coal  wagon arr ived

ol ( ) l l t  ( ,1) l l " l  l t l r r i  ly .

ot t t '  1 l<l  I  I  t  t ' t t t l r l l  wrr : i  l " l r l ' l i r l l r  ' l

betweerr Lt le l - r : r r1r  ; -1114[ t l r< '  p i t  l i r ' l : ' '

he was kickectr  by '  thugs 
u 

as he laY

on t . t re grouncl  .  This wasn'  t  t r l te '

L le did what was neces$ary to stol : '

t  l r  e c oa 1 goi  ng Lh rot tgh ,  bu t  nrr

rno re .  Mine-rs a re no longer shocl . ' t ' r l

: r t .  t -he l ies in L.he papers and on

TV.-.  they take i t  for  granted

t. l raL whi le their  ohr l l  l imi ted use

c., [  v io lence is blown [P-6[F"f  a l  t

proport ionn at tacks bY scabs ot t

str ikers wott t t  even get a ment- ' ior t . '

In Burnley recent lYr a str iker w:r : ;

smashecl  in the face wi- th a beer

glass by a scab and needed 48

st i tches. No-one was surPr iser l

that  the press wasnt t  inter:es te<l  , '

i l

I

1,, , , ' l  , r  r i  "  . . 'x( . : ( f  1; t :  saboLage" Scar-

1, , i  , i  I ' r ;  ,  ; t  I  i : ;  l - .o ohher t ln ion Ieaders

i , , '  
, , i r r l ; r r i ly  lc t , ions ln suPPor: t

.  |  ( j ,  , , t r r r ,  r ' r  l t : lv t ' t 'o l l lo t<l  noLlr ing'

I  r  I  r , , r r r  A1' , r ' t  to l  I  1r i  |  : l r t l< l  :

i ,  I i l I Iv( ' r i  ( ) l  t 'Vr ' ly  l l t l lOtt  l r ; tvt :

r io,  i  i -  r i  ;  i : i r l rxe [ - i ] i -ng r  Lhey don 
t  

t

r ; i r r , l  r r ' r l rou'r .  t t re rank and f i1e".  A

r i i : i - l . rcr  i ' r : t l -n Botrd wenL f t l r ther:  
t 'We

i | ( . : . r ' i l  i i l  qct  shot.  of  union leaders

r:  r i r l  i  r ! i : ' ; l ' ; ,  t : l tn l 'ns al l  theY

" r  , ,  t  r , i  l r , ' l  I  aY I l l ( l  wnrking

I  i  r i l r '  r  r r . l  , r [ ; r  i  t t t '  .  l l iners

Ir , r t ,  , r l r  ,  ( , , r1 i , l l t t t  c  I t ' l  t  in the

i ' l r r  l t  l t t  : :1t"1n111 l l : ;  l - rue

rr t  i l r  , i t r r i t r t ' .  i l t r ' : t t I lkr ' .

i , ' ) r r r ,  ntnr, t ,  ' l l ( '  t , ' t r l l r l r r l ' ,  Lhat

I  l r ,  1r1 l r l r l  r  rn l : .  t t r t l  : r l t t t l ' l  y  I  l r r r l

r l t i , , j r  I r , r  l , ' r ; ;  l t . tvr ,  t t t ,  I t t lc t  r"r l  l l f

r  I  i r r  l , r r l l r l r  l l rpr .  l l r r .  t t t  l t t , . t l '

: i  r i  l .t t l  l r t ,  r l  i  v  i  : r  l  otr : i  (  t t t t r t l t l  I ty

: f  , {  ' r ' I  l i ,1 ( 'x i i : l ( ' t l ( ' . '  ( ) [  I ' t r t t l r '
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The str ike ls far  f rom over in lack of  coal  for
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page adverLs in Uhe local  press" schools,  and af l
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i ' r  r l l -ot t t  str ike?

lJr  t  l r  NACODS not r . rork ing, I  t
. ,  ,  r r r , r  t l rat  no coal  productLon carn
lrr ,  t ; rk ing place at  Honktonhal l  -
r l , , r '1r [  1:6 NCB claims Eo the cont.raryr

' l 'he other Lothian pi t ,  Bi lstol
( ; lcn,  has been renamed Belsen Glen
lr l  sLr ikers.  Surrounded by new
flnces and rol ls of  barbed , t r l re,
. r ,  r  r r r i  ty  guards wi  !h dogs sEapd

1'r '  r r r l  not  only outside but INSIDE
t l r ,  1 s]  |  i  61y bui  ld ings.

I  l \ ( , lsen was the scene of  f ierce
'r  I  r ' , l rcs between pickeEs and pol lce
in t i )e summer.  But then the
I j r  ot t ish NlJ l l  leadership cal led of f
t l t .  mass pickets.  In Ngvember
st . rbbing suddenly shot up from
tunr l r . r  100 to around 400, LocaI
: i l  r i l {crs urged the Scott ish NUH
I cr  organise mass pickets to stop
l l rc rot .  McGahey and co rgf ,used and
t l r  st  r ikers seemingly lacked the
corr I  i r lcncc to orgainse mass picket-
ing l l r t 'nrscl  ves,  agalnst  their
leaders '  wi  shes.
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descr ibed hls ret :ent  v l  s l  t  to
France:" ly 'c r , rere enfhuslast ical  Iy
recieved by mlner:r  at  l la l ) ren-Les-
,Eorbach who f  omed a s t . r ike support
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shipyard workers at  l tarsei l les and
aircraf t  workers at  Na: i rEes al l

nted US to win because they face

r l ' .  , ' r r r  t ' r , ,1 ' l , r r r , , l  '  
1," t , ' , ' -  l l t t 'y

nd.!  Lr t r  l l1 ' . l r l  An,, t t .  or l  l l r l l , '

l r r  r r r , , -  l , r r  l l , ,  l t t l t l " l r  l r r i r l {  l  i '

f  i l r  l l r . .  l l r  | |  l ' i l t  uot l ( .  t  ,  l l r ( l  Jol

work. . t  r  I  t t l  r ' t t t r t l  I  ot t t t l  ly" .

I  t r  Arr | r  I  r ' t  r l l r t r l  t t  l ; t  t  1. ' , t '  l t t t t t t l r t ' t  of

l r r .oI l r .  or  ct tp l t ' t l  t : l r< '  o[ [ l (c oI  t - l re

l ) r r t  r  l r  l  r . r r l l  l l r r l ( ,n { :on[ ' , r ( :s ' j  (  l rNtr) ,

f r | [ | |u[ ' ,  t l r i lL I l loy woul( l  retnal t r

I  l r ( ' r  ( ,  r ln l  I  I  a 1007" l )oycot- t  of  the

tr i l i l r r l r ( ) r - t :  of  coaI Lo Br l ta in was

ncl t I ( 'vc( l .  funong Lhose suPport ing

Llrc l rct ic ln wcre sone miners f rom

l jor t t l r  Yor l<shIre.  [NlJ Presidentt

Hr.  Kok, cal led t .he Pol ice" 61

people wetre arrested. Al l  refused

[o glve t t re pol ice their  namesn and

af t .er  7 hours they were relearsed.

Tlre miners '  str ike is ParL of  a

I .JORLD-WIDE resist .ance Lo aLeacks

on l iv ing standards.  AlreddY this

year sai lors on French ferr ies and

Spanish shiprard workers have taken

mil i t .ant  d i t r tct  acEion against

redundancies.  In Bol iv ia 1n . Ianuary

iJ , ' r l ,  { . r ' ;  r l l r r r r r t r t l l  n l ' ,  l )a( : l ( - l ) ; ly

, r ,  r  r l , l r .< l  l { )  1J(: t . ( ) r l t :s and l r t ' ld Lhe

r.xcr rr l lv( '3 l l ( )stagc, Arrd also ln

I t ( ) l lv i ;1,  workt t t 's  staged a 24-hour

p,( ' r r ( , ro |  .s!-r lke for  a wage increase.

I  r r  Ia 'na i  ca t l re poor have hi  t .  back

ni l r in: ; t  [ ) r ice r ises wlEh several

days <i f  r loLing and loot ing.

I t 's  not  only in Br iLain LhaL

coal  miners havc been opposing

csr i : -backs" Wi th in Ehe Iast  year

miners in Belgium and Spain have

been str ik ing against  p iL c losuresr

whi le ' lef t -wing'  governmenLs in

France and AusLral ia have also

been brying Lo sack coal  miners.

,  Mi l i tant  workers al l  over Ehe

world need Lo set their  s ight .s on

l.!.f:\ i"C, and co-ordina t. in& thei r

st .Tuggles inEernat. ional ly,  i f  we

are Eo hal t  the internat ional

Losses 
t  

of , fensive.

( Info" f rom COUNTER INFORHATION'

a regular buXlet . in of  news of

mineis!  and other workersl

miners!  and workers '  resistance.

i l ,vai l .able f rom: Box 81, First  of

l lay Bookshop, 43 Candlemakers Rowt

Ed { nbti rgh ) .

,suBsemnffiiffi g"
JE1'00 for s ix issues ( includes post) ,  Overseas subscr ipt ions:  f .2
l l  should l ike to subscr i .be to the nexL six issues of '
Wi- ldcat and enclose g1.00 (cash or postal  orders). . . .  . . . . .E
Fno"lE l ike to help <l istr ibute/gonir ibute ro Wi ldcat. . . . . . , . . .E=
Please send me more informat ion about,  the Wi ldcat " i "

gro 'up, and f  ree sample copies of  your publ icat ions . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ef
NAI" l iS.  . . . .  o. .
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SEN[) TO: WILDCAT, C/o RAVEN PRESS, B-10 GREAT ANCOATS STREET,
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The fol lowing leaf let  was

handed out by members of

Wi ldcat at  a 
t twoment 

s

demonstrat ionrr  in Man-

chester on 19th January.

The demo was organised by

the Labour Party wi th the

aim of  recrui t ing women

act iv ists.  t r le th ink Ehat
people who jo ln the Labour
Party wi th the aim of

changing i t ,  are wast ing

their  t ime.

Radicals could never win

control  f rom the l , lPs and unlon
leaders,  wi th thei t  masslve block

votes and stranglehold over the

party 's f inances. ExPerleqce has

shown al l  too c lear lY that l t  ls

the radicals themselves who are

forced to comPromise thelr  ldeqs

in order galn lnf luence within

the party.  In anY case, how

could anyone think that  a Party

with the ant i -working class,  ant l -

str ike,  Pro-caPltel lst  record we

detai l  below could ever be 
twon

over to soclal ismt ?

Labour pol l t lc ians say chey

suPport  the mlners and other

workers ln struggle.  But words are

cheap. The act lons of  the

Labour Party,  ln and out of

gover i lnent. ,  te l l  a dl f ferent

s tory.

LABOUR IN GOVERN}IENT

WAGES Under the Socl . l  Contract
lmposed by Ehe lsst  Lebour govcrnj i
r- l - ,Ert- l r l t  m 

-Lr-t-  
l } -

E(>U.a,E IrrY 
'OF

SACNIFICE?i

VOTE LABOU-B
I,ABOURAI{D THE I,IINERS

The 1964 Labour goverrunent shut
ene plt  almost every week for 4
years. Hore than 1501000 Jobs ln
the pl ts were lost .

The 1974 'Plan for Coal '  lntro-

he supports the mlners. But h€
bears a large share of the blame
for the present weaknegs of the
s t.r lk e.

The 1974-79 Labour toverunent

detenElon cenEres).  In addi t iont

hundreds of  mlners have lost  iEhelr

Jobs as a resul t  of  convlct lons

ar ls lng f rom the dlsputer and aome

have bccn forced Eo l lvc ml l6s t

lnformat lon on the very l lmi ted

r lghts pr lsoners have, such as

what can be glven to them ln
pr lson. Slnce the author l t les

have starEed uslng the old tact lc

of  movlng pr lsoners far  f rom thelr

homes, we hope to ald faml l les

wlth t ravel l lng expenses. Cheques

should be made out to :  Hax Holz

CommiEtcei end sent to tE-e aiFresc

Ff'q!-

oBl
Right f rom the s

Lancashire have 
' l

act . ion against  a

NUM off ic ia ls Lo

str i l ' .e.  In MaY I

rni  1 i  tant  miners

off ices in BoILo

Vincent. ,  Lancs N

cal l ing of f  the

ls renowned for

his audience wan

when i t  comes to

miners know what

str iker f rom Bol"

ly:  " i f  we want-

we'11 have to oc

to get i t " .  Str i

they are being I

Leaders.  "The Ie

us more than anl

str iker f rom Ag<

uary.  Another st
t t l  Et  s the grass:

running things :

the union execu

The str ike Li

most mi l i tant  P

lng i -s control  l

commit tee of  br

mi l i tants.  In a

act ive Pickets

d' iscuss strateg

the sEate of  t t r

d lv is lons betwe

mlners an<l  the

The s t r lk .e comm

- -.glrl.l

Class War
lliii.'I'l'i'ffi"tillUiilii*:"''PrisonersAid
per year at the expen

In 1977, Tony Benn
of Energy, cornblned wlth the NCB

thidr,frirndr! \
f ir'r rll ,-=:'

AIN !
JI

Some people sey that th is k lnd of

th lng couldn' t  -happen again.  But

1s today's Labour Party any betber?

In 1983 Labour-control led

Southwark councl l  calLed ln para-

ml l i tary r lot  pol lce agalnst

str tk lng reslddnt la l  soclal

norkers.  j

In 1984 workers were forced to

take str lke Act lon against '  l

redundancles,  Speed-uPs and

vlct lmlsaElons, lmposed on them' bi

Labour councl ls at  St  Helens,

Hackney, Bol ton,  L lverpool ,

Sheff ie ld,  South'Tyneside, New- ^

cast le,  Southnrark,  Is l lngton,

Tower Hamlets,  Camden, Lambeth. , .

In many casesr str lkers have had

to face smear campalgns mounted by

their  Labout Party bosses. '

And make no mlstake, Left-er ing
councl ls such a's Sheff te ld aird
St Helens are among the worst
of fenders.

STOP PRESS :  Bol ton Labour
councl l lors have unanlnously

elected a scab rnlner to be mayor.

Need we say morel

THE LABOUR PARTY r El{EilY OF THE

ffiFrffir.esffi uuftFs6-crElisu:

The Labour ParEy says Ehe mlners

should f ight  for  the elGct lon of

a Labour government to aolvr  thclr
problems. The exemples ln th ls

leaf let  are overwhe' lminc evldence

agalost  workers putt lng thelr
t rust  ln the Labour Party.

The mlners must look,  aot to
the Labour Perty, but to IIASS
T,oRKINC CLASS STRtIOCLE to wln
thelr  f lght .

l le can only br lng about soclal-
lsm by organls lng lndependent ly
of  a l l  capl ta l ls t  part les,  r lght

and lef t .

FOR SOCIAIISM:

ffilrTE=r-ffi LABoUR PARTy:

rrdmrd 66^l  l !nt^--L,et - !1.  -- ! ,a.r ,-  Ic-r l r l r l .d 
^r 

. . r l  
- l  

| l^ tr .  -r^



stf lket  Pro'c lPrE'r i l

i " i " i i ' t ' " i " "  could ever be 'won

ovet to social lsm' ?

DOES LABOUR.REATLY SUPPORT

THE HINERS ?

""bo.t t  
t t - ic ians say they

suPPort  the mlners ani l  other

noor lut"  ln struggle.  But wotds are

cheap. The act lons of  the

Labour PartYr ln and out of

governmentr  te l1 a dl f ferent

s tory.

TABOIJB_I N_G OV ERNI'I ENT

IIAGES Under the Socl l l  Conttacl

IfrF6Ted by the last Lebour govern{

mentr  wages fel1 more sharPlY than

at any t lme since the 19th

centur)t.. In trco yearsr workergt

real  wages fel l  bY

teal  wages etere cut  bY 107-.

LNEIIPLOYI|ENT rnore- than doubl ed

undei  the last  Labour govenrnent.  '

HEAITH AND EDUCATION Thatchetrs

-ylllr.*' !!qrl 'Elllrl ItsysssJuEr: rrr

the pl ts were lost .

The 1974 
rPlan 

for Coal '  lntro-

duced by the new Labour government

cal led for  prodpct lv l ty r lses of  4Z

per year at  the exPense of  Jobs.
ln 1977 t TouY Benn, lllnlster

of Energy, comblned htlth the NCB

and Nult  leaders to force the

product lv l ty scheme on to mlners

who had prevlouslY voted to

reject  l t .  Thls has led to blg

wage di f ferences between areast

destroylng the miners '  nat ional

unl ty ln st tuggle.  TonY Benn says

he supPorts the mlners.  But h€

bears i  latge shate of  the blane

for the Present weaknegs of the

str ike.

The t974-79 Labout goverflnent

reduced coal  outPutr  shut 23

pl ts,  and cut 111000 Jobs'

I.A3OIJR AND STRTKES

How do Labour governtnents react

1 to workers on str lke? I{hat would

they do i f  theY were ln govern-

menl dur lng the mlaers '  str ike?

"I  control  Publ lc sPendlng

in th is countryr  and so i

long as 1 control  l t  Youl
cannot wi i r .  In shortr  l

gent lemen, the s l tuat lon

is th is :  I  must destroJr

vou."

This wasn' t  said bY Thatcher to

the ninersr but bY Labour i  Pr lme

Utnlster James Cal laghan' ln 1977r

to a meet lng of  f i rernen dur lng

thelr  str lke.  The Labour '  govern-

ment sent on to break the strlke

wlth the help of  the af lnY.

I t  !979, Cal laghan's government

again used trooPs to break the tank-

er dr lv i ts '  str lke ln Northern

I te land.

Thls wasn' t  the f l rst  t lme a

Labour governrnenE'had used trooPs

to break a str lke.  In 1945r f lve

5!gyg af ter  the elect ion of  the

Labour governmentr  t rooPs l tere

sent ln agalnst  London dockers on

str lke for  a PaY r lse.  The same

governmerlC used trooPs agalnst

sfr lk ing dockers agalnr 1orry

dr ivers,  powi i  worketsr gas

workers and . . .  bol l i r  stokers

at Bucklngham Palace.

' t t lAUU UJUTI

PrisonersAid

pu6lrc spendlng cuts are a

coni inuat ion of  the Pol lcY of

ffigovernrnent rthich

Ehe

cut

school  and hosPital  bui ld ing

programmes almost to zero.

HOUSIbIG Under the last Labour

friffient fewer councll houses

were bui l t  than ln anY Year s lnce

1945.

THE POLICE IN 1977 Blalr  Peach was

[iTGe-Ty tabour-controlled SPG

riot  pol ice whl le on a dsnonst laE-

1on. The Labour government cont in-

ued to use the SE against  erorkers

picket lng at  Grunwicks,  and dur lng

other industr ia l  d lsPutes.

NUCLEAR wEAPoNs The DriElsh nuclear

rla;;l6'ine tta; created bY the 1945

Labour government and has been

bui l t  on by every Labour governmenE

since. In 1964 labour came to Power

commit ted to abol lshlng nuclear wea-

pons in Br l ta in.  The cablnet took

a secret  decls lon to sPend f ' l  b i l -

l ion on modernls lng the Polar ls

missi le.  The lest  Labour govern-

men! increased commlt tment to NAIO

by rais lng defence sPendlng bY 37.

per yearr  whl le l t  cut  f , '4 bl l l ion

off  other areas of  Publ lc sPending

in 1976 alone.

theY are gul l tY or not '  '  :

"

l ; forrnet lon on the very l lml ted 
- ' :

r lghta pr lsoners haves cuch ae

what can bo Slven to them ln

pr lson. Slncc the ruthor l t les

ia*re starte, t  usLng the old tact lc {

of  movlng Pr lsoners far  f rom thelr

homes, te hoPe to ald fami l les

wlth t ravel l lng expenses. Cheques

should be made out to :  l lax Holz

99!!!99, and sent to the addtess

below.

AMNESTY

l{e are currdntlY trYlng to set

I uD sroups ln Edlnburgh, Bradfordt

siofe and Haachester' If You are

lnterested ln Jolnlngt nrl te tot

cwPA, 355 HOLLOIIAY RD' LONDON N7'

Tel : 01 607 8272'

; * Use RE@RDED DFLIVERY POIE.

shlp of  the NtDl.

iuu" triiEi'IE*[
rnr lo l t  ( 'xe( ' t l l  IVG

' l 'he s t r I 'kc l l t l  1E

t rni  l l  tanE P1€I

nB is contf ;o l  led !

rmmi t tee of bteael

i ' i i . t " . " .  In addl

ct ive Plcket ' l  ml l

scuss s EftEtt f f  
-

e 6tcE€ cf  Ene q

t.ur'stona brEracE

""tr-iia 
€h: A=t

"i"- "lrl"tc 
eomnlEt

mil i tant  miners

thems elves '

{ake the exat

t  orr . '  t t tu Powerf

Mor l : : rUr lkers

( : l  a ims i t  no 10

saw what was I

s eql t  ( 's  t  r :a t i  on '

n1[  t - l le money

Bol.c l  Rranch Nl

to lndlv idual

keeP. As a re
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'u i,of

'nir. '|r

ton Labour

unanlmous ly

lnrr  to be mayor.
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I EI,IEMY OF THE

Nr.HY OF SOCTAI.TSH:

aa.-r t"  
" r t -*tha elret lon of

qnl  to rolv l  thelr

rrnr l r l ! r  ln th ls

vhr ln l  ng ovldence
yrr i l ln3 thelr

our Prr ty.

r [  lookl  not  to

I bu t to l.l.q,.SS

tlrCCLE to win

rtng, about.  soclal-

3 lndependenuly

t  prr t lesr r ight

ll!l! PARTY:

l r
rid
:ha Yr ry I  lml ted 

-

I  het l r  ruch rs
lH EE Chst ln
lhe auEhFrl  t l r r

f l  Eh. old tect lc , i
rstr  f r r  f rom thelr '
o r ld faml l les
a,(pGnrGr.  Chequcs
uI f0 |  Hax l lo l r

ont t r )  r l i i l f f i l . .

onc'AMSffi#
Right f rom the start  miners in carry on running their  "batt le

Lancashire have had to take buse's 'ue taking pickeLs about '  and

act ion againsL at tempts by Area going to meet ings and making

NUM off ic ia ls eo sabotage the col lect ions'

st . r i l ' .e,  In May last  year 30 The nruth is that  the giant Area

mi- l i tant  miners occupied I{UM NUMs in Yorkshire and South Wales

off ices in Bol ton Eo stop Sid are more concerued about Protect ing

Vitrcent,  Lancs NUM President l  their  mi l - l ions than winning the

cal l ing of  f  the str ike.  Vincent 
. .  str ike" Ttrey wonr t  supporg mi l i tant

1s renowned for saying whatever ' '  
' \  'act ior is i  

r :hat  rn ight lead t ,o legal

his audience wenLs to hear.  But act1oi ls aglainst .  them and f ines.  In

wlten i t  comes to act ion,  nr l l i tant  Latrcashire the str ike commit tee

miners know v;hat to e:<pect '  A has no fun4s to protect .  t rL exists

at-r iker f rom Bo1<1 pi t  said r9cent ' "  for  on, l ' , .  { lne reason -  to win the

ly:  " i f  we want-  anything from Sid str : i -ke.  . l .L l - ras nothing Eo lose,

wt"  l - l  have to occupy his of f ices and everyL:hing to gain,  by cal l ing

io get i t " ,  Str ik ing miners say foro and organis ing, i l legal

1l lqry are being let  down by thelr  p i  cke- i - i ,ng,
le,rr<l  ers.  "The leadership ls dolng '

t t ,q t r to l 'e t l ran anyLhingr" said a \ ' i ' : '  L. l r i -nk that '  the unoff ic ia l

a l  r  l l<er.  f  r t>m Agecrof  t  p i t  in Jan- orpiani  s;r t ion of  the s l - r lke has not

r tn I  y.  AnoLl ter :  s Lr: iker Lold us how 
gonr:)  i , ; r  l  enouth" str lkers f  rb in Age-

', l,l,i,i',,,1"i',,1',ll,l" i;1"[,,:';:,l; :. r..nor iiill, l;;"::1".;:ii ?f "ll'o?lltnl l r r ,  t t t r lot t  rxt ' t ' t t l lvr '  r t t  l lo l . tontr .  
< l [ ' f  i r : i : r ls  oppose the str lke.  But

. | . l ter I r Ikr , I l ( l IH| lasedaLthesl , t - i l . : r ' ' l . l ' i t tcr t . i terpl tsmeetsepar.

i l i l : t  r r r l l l l r i l r l  1r l t , l loL<l  .  I r l .cket-  t r l .c t lv  i r l  l ' ' l ro i r  local  branches'

l r rg l r r  t :o l r l , r  o l  l t . r l  f  ront  t - l rere by a Ttr i 's  nt i l l ' ;c :s Lhern very vulnerable to

cor l rn l t .Lce of  branch of f ic ia ls and atLempi ' -s b 'v the NCB or unlon

mi- l i tants.  In addi t ion the most leaders to end Lhe str ike on a plL-

act ive pickets meet regular ly to by- i r ] i - .  i r i l r ; i .s .  The lack of  a unl f led

rf  i  sct tss stratcgy,  l :act i .cs,  and or l r ' i r r r l ' r  t l  i r i t t  lor  a l ' l  Ehe plLs ln

l l te rr l r t l r r  ( ) f  t l r t '  : r l r lk t ' .  '1 ' l re '  l ' r t t t ' ; " ; l r i i l  is  t r  ma' ;or  weakness'

r l lv l : r l , r t rg l r t ' lwt ' t ' t t  l l rc str lk l r rg,  Nrr l i ' r  I  l ' t "  t " l l i 's  d isunl ty ls even

t l l t te, t :  f l t t r l  l l r t '  Ar l r l  Nt lM rul l  < lc ' t :11.  l l t t t t r '  r l  '  i i ) t r :  '  MosL mlners s imply

' l ' l tc ,  s l  t lkr  t  o l t t t t l l t  t  < 'e I  n al lowed tL ' t r" I  l  r r ' r rv wl l '?t  is  happenlng outsi :de

m rGpr€aBnEatlon on Lrncr Alrr 
-  ]1". '  :  

; ' |  I  (  ;r  '  
- l ' l t ]"1:t ] l t : - ' lT:: :- l :" : .

3;,

,$.
MIEI4ELITU LNEIFFS

Trent.

Last summer the union ef fect ivelY

sabotaged a growing str ike-. lFt i l " '

"="-*t i r . rng 
iondit ions'  I 'J i th over

.-atorr"*rrd workers joi-ning the

str ike even as the sel louL was

b"ing negot iated, and 
" t tn : : -^

almost ident ical  d isPute teklng

;t ; " .  at  the nearbY SimPlex G'E'

"atf ." .  
At the t ime works convenor

f tot t .  -  who should be rnade to -

Just i f ied accePt ing the inhuman

lo" i i """us shi f t  sYstem' bY

claiming that the company nao

;; ; ; ; - ; -promise, 
of  job secur iLY

int i l  the Year 2000 for the

i ior ."  workiorce'  such Promises

r i .  ot t i -ouslY worth nothing'  
-  

In

fact the comPany now thinks the

Stoke workforce wi l l  accePt

anything.

Now Mictrel in have announsed a

?,-, i t t , . t  2400 redundancies and

the union Proposes no f i -gt t t '

i t 'uy 
" f" im 

that bY abando"l l?^

tholsancls of  workers to a r l - re

of Pov.r, tY on the dotre theY are

i tn." . t t in i  iot ' " I  n"s the cr is is

i ;  -  ̂ -  ,^- i - -  r l r r  ro lc of  the
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Innlng t l t lngs l .n l ,ancashlre,  not
e unlon execut lve at  Bol tont t .

The str lke l {Q ts based at  the
ost ml l l tant  p i t ,  Bold.  Plcket-

lng t 's conl-roI led from there by a
commit tee of  branch of f ic ia ls and

i l i tants.  In addi t ion the most

act ive pickets rneet regular ly to

d' iscuss strat .egy,  tact ics,  and
the state of  the str ike.  The
dlv i . ,s lons between the str iktng
miners and the Area NIJM run deep.
The str ike commit tee is al lowed
no representat ion on Lancs Area'
NUM ,Execut ive meetings - '  a l though
they can send robserverst .

Most str ikers in Lancashire
thint< that the str ike has beeq

weakened by the conf l ict  between
them and the Area leadership.  In
some ways this is t rue. Miner.s who
want to return to work know they
have the taci t  support  of  the
union leadership.  But ln many ways
the s. t r ike is stronger -  bepause, ,

t .o,a l imi ted extent at  leasL,
mi l i tant  miners are running i t
themselves.

Take the example of  sequestrat-
lon.  The, powerful  Yorkshire NUM
claims i t  no longer has funds to
pay for t ransport  for  f ly ing
pickets. But the NUM had enough
foresight to t ransfer money out of
the country pr ior  to sequestrat ionr

t lhy couldn' t  i t  make arrangements
ln advance to ensure that funds

were avai lable for  the f ly ing
pickets? This is what happened in
Lancashire.  The str ike organ, isers '
saw what was going to happen with
sequestrat ion.  So Lhey disposed of
a ' l1 Lhe money treld of  f  i  c ia l  ly  by

Bold Branch NUM, distr ibut ing i t

to indiv iduals and other bodies to

keep. As a resul t  they are able to

i rof  r .  are novl  ' rpart ,  of  the bbld
brancirn because al l  thelr  branch

offLcials oppose the str lke.  But
str ikers in other pi ts meet separ-
ately in their  local  branches.

This makes them very vulnerablg to

atternpLs by the NCB or union
leaders to end the str lke on a pl t -

by-pi . t  basis.  The lack of  a uni f ied

organi . ,sat ion for  a l l -  the:  p l ts in

Lancash: l re is a major $reakness.

Nat ional .Lyo this disuni ty is even

more se.cious. Most miners s i rnply
donut know what is happenlng oqtside

ff i iT ;re; .  Lancashire miners have
had to organise mass delegat ions to

other areas to f ind out whaF is
going on. Scott ish str lkerg v is i . t .
ing Lancashire recent ly w€r€ :r l lo2:

ed to f ind how high morale is here.

Given the exper ience of  th is
str iken how can anyone st i l l  c la im
that.  unions unite the workers? The
unions are bfrEl-on the divislon
between bhe leaders and the ranlc
and f i le,  which means workers have

no ef fect ive iontrol  over thelr

own struggles.

None of  these div is ions can be

overcome by working through the

unions to reform them. A new fqrm

of orgarnisat , ion is required. We'

advocaLe control  of  str ikes bY

ryss_ ggsgrnql ies-,  meeting every dayt

or in permanent sessionr whieh

uni te al l  bhose involved ln the

"tr,rggT..l 
from every union and from

no union, These assembl ies $touLd

also sol-ve the problem of t reach=

erous l-eacler:s by making al l  mem-

bers of  sLr ike commit t ,eed etc

recal lable at  anJl  L i tng by the

workets ;hbTtGuE_6em.

glven a Promlse of  Job secur l tY

untt l  the Year 2000 for the

Stoke workforce. Such Promises

are obviouslY worth nothing'  In

fact the comPany now thinks the

Stoke workforce wi l l  accePt

anything.

Now Michel in have announced a

further 2400' redundancies and

the union PtoPoses no f ight '

They claim that bY abandoning

tholsands of  workers to a l i fe

of  PovertY on the dole theY are

protect ing joU"l  Rs the cr is is

t i t ""  deePer the role of  the

unions as mediators,  who do not

represent the interests of  the

"oiki t tg 
class but serve onlY to

confuse and div lde usr is being

made cletarer and clearer '

The workers at  Mlchel in wi l l

have to organise themselves i f

they are to reslsL these savage

attacks.  TheY can exPect no helP

from'their  union, but theY can

expect t re lP f rom other workers '

Most workers in Stoke real ise

that i f  the Michel in goes i t  wi l - l

af fect  the whole communitY'

Michel in woikeis should organise

meetings now to make Plans for the

f lght .  A f i rst  steP in th is f ight

would be to occuPy the factotY aL

Stoke and send delegates to the

other Michel in factor ies in I re landt

and France, to Put the case for

spreading the disPute throughout

the comPanY. French workers have

senL thousands of Pounds to aid

sLr ik ing Br i t ish miners.  We must

not accePt the bosses at temPts to

div ide us into compet ing countr ies '

The workers of the world are

facing a common enemy and must unite
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A women's Picket of  Sutton Manor

pi t  in Lancashire where I  was

presenl$ stood out in contrast

Lo t-he usual  p icket l ine r i tual

of  a few shouts and people general ly

nol  knowing what 's going,rn.  We

discussed beforehand what I 'Je wanted

t.o r io,  and desPite being heavl lY

ouLnumbered bY the Pol ice,  we did

giye thern a run for their  f toR€/r

endi  they hated i t .  TheY just

couldn' t  Lhink of  enough sexist

insul- t .s Lo f  l ing at  us.  There was

a feel ing of  sol idar i tY and

col lect iv i ty Ltrat  comes from

,struggl ing together.  Without the

union leaders and union tradi t ions

to te l l  Lhem how to behave, which

the men haven women are able Lo

simply do what they decide needs

to i re done.

Wildcat does not support  the

aims of  the Greenham movementr  but

pic"kets can l .earn f rom their  organ-

isaL. ion,  The women at  Greenham

Commorr in L982 and 1983 had no

off ic ia ls to say what they could
r l i r .  ' ; ' ; " . t  r ' r  l ' r r r r l r i<:r l  scvernl .  l rundred

1lr .o1t l ( .  t ( ) l l l { l  ' t t r  , , l t .Vt . t t - t r t l  l t ,

; :et  i rncLr l r  f ,e l rcc aL. l r ig l r t ,  k<,r ,11 [ r rg

one step aheacl  of  Ehe pol ice by

using'* ia lk ie-Lalk ie radios,  organ-

is ing act ions through group

r l  , .  I  t ' l ' ; t  
'  

r ' ; r  I  ( )  i l  Sm;) l  l ,  centfal

, lr I e ru r L nB . rn c e ! l. nj 1 - 
rnrkl ll-l.lgrf . qhf!

l

l

Thousands of  women are Playing a

vi ta l  support ing role in mining

areas. Without th is involvement,

i -n i t iated by the women themselvest

miners would have been in a far

weaker posi t ion to f ight .  As a

woman canL.een worker at  Parkslde

pi t  said :  " I t  mustnrt .  be forgotten

that th is str ike wouldn' t  have

last .ed more than three months

without.  the sel f -sacr i f ice of

miners '  wives and the parLic ipat ion

of thousands of  women in support

groupstt .

However,  many NUM branches have
rcl-rrsod to give money to the
kJl-chens. Women from Fl tzwlt l lam
in Yorkshire say that they havenr t
had a penny from the union. Other
branches have tr ied to impose

st.r ict  condi t ions on the way money
i  s used in the k i . tchens, to make
r;rrr :c Llre women know whor s boss.
'y l r ; r r rcn I ' r 'orn l lp l -on Ml.ners 

t  
Support

( ; r  r ) r t l )  r ' r ' l r rst .d NtJM nloney. ' t 'hey aald
ItThvr rtntrd to ri-u. r dae^rr{m

tl

t

I FFTCTM .VCI'&*&MQ WI\/ESI
because we were nothing to do with

the NUM". This shows which side

the NUM is onl

Mi l i tant  women want more than

to be al lowed on the picket l ine.

They want a say in running the

str ike.  But despi te their  support

and involvement,  the wives and

fami l ies of  miners are not.  a l lowed

into meet ings to discuss the

str ike strategy and tact ics.  I t  is

v i ta l  that .  everyone who is act ive-

ly support ing the str ike is ' ,

t reated as equal  in taking

decis ions about what to do and how

to conduct i t .  Women from a fedst
pi t  v i l lage told why they were 

r , ' .

banned from str ike commit tee

meet ings -  they had cr i t ic ised the

running of  the str ike,  whereas the

men were afraid to cr i t ic ise
t  

thei  r  ohmt l  eaders .

I fhy are union of  f ic ia ls so

host i le to women becoming more

act ively involved in the str ike?

Thls dcrnnnr l  r : l tn l  I  orrgos t :he ver:y

heart  of  Lra<lc t t r lor t isrrr  .  l , 'or= onct '

you l  et  miners 
t  

wi  ves i r r l -o tht :

branch rneet ings,  arrd elect  them

onto st . r i .ke commit teesr a prece-

dent is establ ished, Once non-

mlners are al  l  owecl  to fu l  t ry

pnrt l t : l  Prt te '  l r r  L l  t t '  : , t  r i l , . r ' ,  t l ro wny

1r pPtl l  fef "Jnqff end rtretc peePle-



groups".

However, many NIIM branches have

refused to give money to the

ki . tchens. Women from Fi tzwi l l iam

in Yorkshire say that they haven't

had a penny from the union. Other
branches have tr ied to impose

str ict  condit ions on the vray money

is used in the k i tchensl  to make

sure the women know whots boss.

I,Jomen from Upton Minerst Support,
Group refused NUM money. They said

"Thye wanted to give a donat ion
on condit ion that they had a say

in the menul But werre answerable

to nobody".  At Tower Lo{ge in

Hirwaun, Wales,  NUM off ic ia ls

insisted that C100 col lected by the
women had to go to them instead. A
miners wi fe to ld how " i ts l ike
working with the Maf ia.  Terry
Thomas (Vice-President of  South

Wales NIJM) came chasing after the
money, and I  wouldnt t  have been

surpr ised i f  Nei l  Kinnock wasntt

far  behindtt .

When women want to go beYohd

the ki tchen sink,  and go Picket ingt

they have had an even harder t ime

of i t .  At  Wistow col l ierY miners

themselves orgainsed a Picket of

a local  power stat ionr invi t ing

al l  their  supporters along. A

miner descr ibed what haPPened :

"The NUM off ic ia ls came down

and told us to leave becuase the

pickets had not been organised bY

the NUM and not al l  the Pickets

were NUM members.  TheY also to ld

the female pickets to get back to

the soup ki tchens where theY

belongedl  One of f ic ia l  went over

to the Pol ice l ines invi t ing them

to deal  wi th us as theY wished

Why are union of f ic ia ls so

host i le to women becoming more

act ively involved in the str ike?

Thls demand chal lenges the verY

heart  of  t rade unionism. For once

you let  miners '  wives into the

branch meet ings,  and elect  them

onto str ike commit teesr a Prece-
dent is establ ished. Once non-

miners are al lowed to fu l ly

part ic ipate in the st . r ike,  the waY

is open for more and more PeoPle
to be drawn int .o the struggle -

unt i l  what you have is no longer a

trade union dispute,  but  a mass

str ike.  In th is s i tuat ion,  union

T&d-ers would lose any special

c la im to author i ty.  They recognise

this threat to their  Power.  TheY

are afraid of  women act iv ists who
blunt ly refuse to do what they te l1
them. No wonder they tel l  the hromen
to 

rget 
back to the k i tchensr.

Wornen Pickets

Women who want to go Picket ing

have met other problems. I f  theY

are the wives of  mi l i tant  miners

who have already been arrestedt

they are reluctant to r isk arrest

as wel1,  especial ly wi th chi ldren

to look af ter .  There is no reason

why this should be organiSed bY

women. Men on str ike should take

their  share of  car ing for  chi ldren

and let  the women go Picket ing.

Not just  because everyone should

be involved. But also,  women make

very good pickets,  For manY, i t

ls  their  f i rst  exPerience of  a

picket l ine,  but  they know what

to do.

alms o e Greenham movementr but

pic.kets can learn f rom their  organ-

, isat ion.  The women at  Greenham

Common in 1982 and 1983 had no

off ic" ia ls Lo say what they could

do. They or:ganised several  hundred

people round an eleven-mi le

per imeter fence at  n ightr  keeping

one step ahead of  the pol ice by

using walkie-talk ie radiosr organ-

is ing act ions through group

delegaces Lo a smal l  central

p?-aoning meet ing,  making sure that

al l  parLic ipants knew what was

going on and everyone was playing

,their  parL,  however smal l .  What

people in volved in the miners '

st . r ike have learnt ,  that  the Green-

iham women never did,  is  the need tol

, respond to state v io lence with ouq ,

own violenee. As one minerts wi fe

put i t :  " I 've always respected the

pol ice,  but  I '11 te l l  you whatt

I r l l  watch a bobby being kicked to

death in Lhe street in the future

and I t  1 l"  walk across to the other

side. They've shown their  t rue

colours nowtt  n

Far f rom being the weakest

sect ion of  the working class,

unable to f ight  back against  the

bos s e.^ 
n 

ons laugh t  becaus e theY

are unorganisedr women have shown.

t ime and again that  i t  ls  their

very lacE of  involvement in the

organisar ions that hold men backt

that enables them to organise

themselves and carry out their

own decis ions and act ions.  This

puts them at the forefront of  the

working class's struggle.  I f

miners are to win,  theY must

learn f rom their  wives and

mothers,  g i r l f r iends and daughters.

t
)
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This was t ' -he t i t le of  a Publ ic meet ing held in Man*

{, : i rcst .er  on 7th I i 'cbt . lary,  organised jo int ly by Fi tz-

l ; i l  i  i i rm l ) r - i r , ; r>rrcrs Aid CommiLLee, Class War Pr isoners

-, \ i r t r  ,  : r r r r l  1^/ i  l r l< ' r r l .  ' l ' l re meet ing was oPened by a

rci(rr l (cr  l - rorrr  Wi l r l r : r r t .  who said that  the new union

ialnts nr:r l<c i r  l  I  r , l ' l r , t  l  lvc act iv i t ,y dur ing str ikes i l l  egal

and for<:r '  ( 'v( , ry ui  l l l , ' lnt -  worker to become a cr iminal .

' [ ' t tese l ; iw: ,  l r : rvc I ' r , , ' t r  t t r i r '< l  as the l .egal  just i f icat ion

l  eFFlrr l1" .  ' !  ! ,  = l , , r r  i tElr l

,1.)  Oppesi t ion t r :  capi ta l is t  society

srhich exists ln everY country ln

f .he sror ld;  both In the form of
;p: : : i .vate capi ta l ism' e;rd t t r re 

orntxed

.,conomyo es in i i :h€ Ane:r ican blc 'cu

and: i -n t -he fcrrm of  '0slate capi ta l -

. lss iu as in the Russian blr :c,  China,

.nn{ i  nruih of  the ' th i rd sor ld '  "

: )  CommiL'rment Lo the communist

r i i r lect ive -  ebol i t ion of  nat ion

states and the moneyfmarkeLfwages

sys' tem and i .cs rePlacernent bY a

classiess 5r:c ieLfe colnmon ownership

nr id dernncrat ic lontrol  r : f  t l l 'e

iuortrdo s reBoLirces *

. i )  Re,!ect . ion of  na elonal isat- ion

arr t l  ot . i i r t  staLe capi ta l is t  economic

i l i . i l : i t tJ  t 's  as al ty solut l  r :n Lo worklng

r la i r ,  pnolr l , ' r r ' i r  o-(  Lo the wor ld

r,  i  ; i r  t : t tur ; t ' r l  bY c;rPi t lSl Isn.

' ,  i  t t (  i i  (  |  ior t  oI  a |  |  r 'xPt t :ssi  c 'ns of

r ' , l  i i r r  / r l  i  : ; rn,  i r tc l t t r l i l tp,  
ntrat lotral

\  l ' . ' r , r  I  i , r r r '  or t , , , i t r l : , . ' ! t  I  ( ) t l . ' i  s t tc l t  us

,  l ' '  1 11rr . ,  [ ' l ,O t ' l . r : ,  [ "<;r  t : l re int .cr-

, raLlonal isat . ion of  atrass struggle"

5) l lpposi t ior '  bo a1X. capl ta l is t  and

rra! : ional i -st .  parLies* inr luding the

1 r l rorrr  I 'nr ly ; r t r r l  ( ) l t l r ' l  ( ) l l ' , r l l i : in l : -

I  ' , r . t  
o l  t l r l  i : rPI  l r r l  l ' l l  l i ' l  t .

1r1 p ' ,  t Iq, ,11 l .  r r l I  lo l r r t  woth wl t l t

I  ,  r  , r ' , i ' , t l  ! l l t : i ,  l t t l : l r rL! i r r13

t l  t t r r r t lor i  i r r  i roDl L)fFanigaLions

l  i r  r r i ;  ONi) , ,

t , ,  I  L|}1,0r t  ; r , r r i  cnccuragernenE f ,c l f :

' , i i  l l r  i l r l  , r i i  ! ,4rr i1 ing t ;1ass sLr:uggleo

, ,  t t ,  I  l ! (  r t i ) I r !  r  o l  o l  thc t r :adei : t

, .1

r  r t  I

l l  r . .  l l ,
l l ' - l '  i=q, l i r ia

_.  I  I  F I  er i , l

{

l r i . .

Ihe

l t : i ln l le I  I

rHl lnE

=t

,  , ,  r - r  r r f  e, . ,  q l l  f  ,  r

,  |  | , , ,ea r . i r l  '  h rrruld Htst i la l  I t  enl l

{  r r r '  l t t ' l i r r t  t l r r  l ; l ro;r

la l .F, , ! t  a.r , r , -a, , , t , r r  . ' , r ' r , ,1 ' l  , i r ' l  l i f  

"  

r r ruvr ' -

l la!e Lrrrr l laa i l f  r l rs r , . r , - r  r , r r ' r r . t l  r , t , r r l  , ) .  dt l ' l  l l l l  l t r ' l t l l rn l  l r r r t t l t ' : t .

ffiwwil*u; W,wffimwffipffims
Wmwwp&ru$wwm{ffi
r ; /nk: i  f - { , }  a l , l  out  ( l1u. l r : r : l : i  i+F+ har ' :

sCrrt  donat i ,onS tr-cwsf,ds c{ , ! j :  i . r ) f  L l '

t :unr i  r r1.1 parnphlet  cf  ar l j ' r : i  i r :  j ' ; :s l r l

j ;.:f]_; .t:Ui_tf , the nenspapr:r p,-rbi. i sh'td

l ry t l ro ' r i r r t . i -Fnr l iarnenLi ; r . r -  - )4:q. i { r i .s t : l

I . r . , l t ' rnLl  on'  dur lng the S*coirr i  te io,rLr l  i

l .  I l r i : i  l ranlrhlch'  
i f  . , i . I  -4, . ' ;

I  ( )  l ) r  odlrcc,  but  prodl l ( :  i : i {1r !  i tas

l ,or . r r  r l r ' l [ iy( ] { l  becal lse c ' t  c. t l i r :  t :n;

vol  vr , r ret t l  I  n Lhe nl j  ntrs;"  . r , ,1 : i  i  f " ,1, '

ry l r r  : l t l i l ( ' ,u!e wi  th gon.t  r : ' l l i j l :  t :  t : \114

rur, l  ; r r  r  (  r i  l ( )  n p, , : r l r i  i i / i  ' j ' r r )  l " r /  { i1:

n w,,rr l  l , ro,  r ,s i rot  cort i r " l  t ,  :11 r ;  f l ! l f

wi  t l r  l l r r .  ly1r l r r1, ,  
" . "

{  
' l  

!J , r r l i l r  ' ,  l " r r  I  y l r . rv.  I  
'  

,  r ,  ' i  l i  
'1, ; r l

l ( , r  l l r ,  . ,urrr  t r , r ,  , r r .  , ' i l ,  l r ' l ' t r  l ,

t , , r , l ,  r ;  t r l r , ,  l r , rvt  L/r l l l r r r  I  r  t l l r |

ntrr l  l r | l  y , ' l  r  r '  .  r  r ' '  r l  t  l r ,  , rL t  r r l  l ,

: ; l lLL AVAIt  Al l l  l ' l :  ' l ' r , , r r i  r ' r  r i l  { , 'L

l r r l , , r r  t l r i '  i : l r i r ' , ;  t t , r i '  (An;,1i , . : ; r , ,  t I

r i tconL str lk0s jn B:: i r i ; :1 l i  i l ; , , : i

Europe) -  pr ice 30p i t t*  r r$s: iE:

lJ , l t



I I r  I r r r l  l 'u

I  l t i r  p: t  l r r r  wlr t , r t  I  t

I t t  r t  f t l l t r t ' t '

'y .  l , r ,oplc l lke
t{ot i l ( ln t l r ink

r l r r  |  |  srrr  l>y

l ; t f " ( r ,  r r r rd by
gr I  I  t , t t " .

=' l  l  = ' , r , ,  .nt ' l  r .xt-cr ,
r r l  l l r  e, . r r i ( ,1 wl l l

F ' l l  r .  lv l l  waf
r ' ( ' t1,  where the
I i lpreme power
i t -  Lo use i t ,
I  h is hammer,
r f  the rul lng
rxemburg I  the
, ,  put  i t  in

.sses prePare

ictory,  the
FIU€S O LETI S

ns:

Polrt:{r Stirte
. ' , ,  

t .=rer--  f  , r  t l r= tsrEEt lhg l tar l

r  1 =,1,1e ! ,  " ,  
- ,e 

al-r ,g e*r . i  l tee+

, 
' , r1,  a l , . , , r t  l l re y ' . l l re

= r :  r  r ,  r , , r l  =- l r i  +e'  = Art f  , , le

' :  t l . . r tFlr t  l l t l -  H{= qt t  eqnH

, ,  . i  I , , i l  r ' . i l  , " l i l  l r l l t  I  l ! , , l l t

t ! r ,  r r l j tn ( , ( l tw, ty,  t l ro f  I rst

r l  , ' r  r  t  om f 'PAC' He des-

l , , l  cvcnts leading to the

, , , ;  i r r  l ,  l tzwi  l l inm orr  9th

,r t r r ly  11f grrovocat lon,

, , ' r , r I t ,  | "  | . | / r r t ( r ' ,  
^nd 

f inal ly

Irr | |  r r r r Ic assaulL by

,  t r r  l r l r r r ' .  ' lhe miners ln

,  ,  l , l  r  r .  l r i rvc seen thelr  leadlng

'  ,  .  r  i  r r r l r  r l  soned ,  exl  led and

, t r r r r r lcr  curfew, al l  for

,  , , , ,  , r '  which would normal ly onlY

, I  d smai.  1 f ine.

ihe seeond sPeaker f rom I" l 'A(; l

r  '  I  r :  Doodyr had becrr  snvnl ' ,e I  Y

, i 'aten by the plgs af tcr  l r l5 4J1rxl

r- lL i r ing the r iot .  l l t  n l t t t i r lot tato

spcech be warned t l t r t l  t t l r  nr l l l  tant

r"orker would bc sn I r '  f  t  t r t t  I  l t l  rnt t te

LreaLnet l t . t  and wol r r ' ,  I  f  t  l t l  wotk Ing

class di .d not t t r l ly  t , r  nr tppot I  n l l

the c l  ass wi l r  l ) l  l i to l l ( ' l ' l  I  n l ( r ' l l

dur i r rg,  the nt l t t l t : ; '  : r  t  t l l<t ' .

l l r r r : l r  of  t  l tc  r l  I  s< t t r ;sI  or t  wl t l  c l t

1-ol  l r ,wt ' r l  wrr : i  n l lor . rL orgrrnls ing prac-

I  i r : : r  I  r r r l '1rort  f<tr  l rnpr lsoncd mlners,

I ' r r  I  I  r ,wi  r t , ,  r  ( l r t ( ' : i  t  lon f  rom the f  loor

Llr l  r  < w;r : r  ; t  |  : ;o n r l  I  sct tssi  on on the

role ol  I  l r l  t l r lot t  l t 'nder:s l r l  p dur ing

the r ; l r  i l r ' .  ' l ' l t l  sPc'akers f rom FPAC

said thal  t l r0 r l l t l  ly  of  the str lke

$ras paramot i l r l  .  Al t l rorrgh none of  the

r,- , i  nerst  leadt ' t  r r  wl t  l '  a l rovc cr l t -

: ic ism, th is s l tor t l t l  l r t l  lc f t  to the

ni i ier-s themsclv<'rr .  ( : l l  t . Ic lsm 
rfrom

i i :e outside'  p lnyrr  l r t lo the hands

,, i  the government anr l  wenkens the

'  ' ike.  l l i ldcat 's v l  cw ts that  a l l

t r r , r )orEers of  the nt l  t t t ' r r i  : ;hould

r ,  , , .  their  1007" act l  vt '  : r r tpPort .  But

' , t : r ike is not str( ' l l [ ' ,  t  hcned, but

'  ' l  
lL weakened by r t : f t rs lng to con-

i  |  , r r  l  l re fact .  that  t .hese ef  for ts

, ,  ,  l "  i  r rg sabot.aged by t l re unlon

t,  ,L i ,  r , i .  Every miner and al l  sup-

t , , , r  I  ( , r  : r  of  the str ike should be

r rr l  Iy involved in dlscusslons

r l , ( ) r r l :  the weaknesses of  the st . r ike

, 'qd how to overcome thef l .

o on 'The
l ist  t r lar  and
L 2,  we read
nterna t i  on-

)  that  there
I t in ies

war in the
r[es (26

Cros s
.t  raqi

ra n.

i  BXL 31

. . .  l l  l :  luryc+FaIt  l -  Ftrr lnrct l l

' .n 
le<, let=1,11, '=el l  " r ' r= '  

l ' i ! l

t " l r  sFi t r r  I r r  l , r  =r lEE'- | | r t1 r" ' r l  '

=!r ' r r r l ' l  t t r , l  l , i l l  l ' l  l l r= r i l r l r ' r r ' : ,  l ' r r l

e l l rn l , l  l : r l l  l , t  'q i l r t r tE=l  l l re l r r ' ' lv l r"

I  l tuFE l l rHl  l l l lc  l '  r r , r l  l l r r  |  i l5r ' '

I 'F '  e l tEF l l re 1, lar  r .  l l tn l  wt ' r l ' r ' tq

' l ' r  
gr  r 'H l t r  n l  r  t ' t tp1t  l r ,  nr t t . l  t l te

pla,  e wlrete wc can argue and

re late Lo class struggler is the

unlon meet lng,  Having said thaEt

$re agree tot .a l ly ,  thaE unlon

leaders have dI  f ferent I  n l  t r r ( tE t  a

to thel  r  membe rg .  l l l t  I  ot te t lo ' t  r  I

6s &n ( t tEAh f  o l  sor is l  t l r t l l  lo l

ht t t  t l rey alao I lg l r l  I l  l r t ; , t , ,vo

work I  t tB ct t t t , l  I  l .  I  ot t t  at t t l  ruvr lo l t r .
' t 'o Jr tom() lo r l lq l  r t tc l  of  t l r . '  r l r l l r ) I l r l

lnr l  Io 6uBgFnt I t t r le l r | t t r l r t t l  nr I l t l l t

la r l r r l te r lp. l r t .  t l . ' r lo l ro l t  I r l -

i l rut tg l t .  l ro l leve l l rnt  w()rk( : rsr  6 l :

l l tn l t loret t t  111111r ' t t l  ,  . r l tot t l r l

r  omlr l€ l  a ly dl  r ror  lnt  c t l t t rnsel  vt 's

f  t  om t  l to i l r l l  r r i lF .  l l t r l  otrs do act  as

a f t t t  t t t .

Yorrrr  f tatert laI lYt

() .K.  (on bclrnl f  of  York

Arrnt t  l t l3t  Grot lP)

l f l  l< l t :aL Rcl l ly  :  Thank you for your

i lTp I ;  l f iTT"g rJ i ldcat.  one of

our maln alms ls to Provoke dls-

cusslon and debater and we are

eag,er uo read and publ ish readerst

commentS.

We try to use every oPPortuni ty

to put our v lews forward, and thi 's

certalnly lncludes sPeaking at

unlon meet ingsr Hembers of  Wi ldcat

also at tend union'general  meeEings

at their  workPlacesr and argue for

ml l l tant  act lon.  DuE we don' t  get

lnvolved ln the regular 'branch

meet ingsr,  doninated bY members of

lef t  grouPs and asPir ing bureau-

crats.

The problem with lhe t rade

unions is not s imPly thaE the

tT l,{'t",-}r,: ' 1,
al l -1, 'Nl ' { ' - r }+ ' i '  :  s  

b i  suppo,r t  ard encouragemenL for

l | | r  tEr;FrF fFI IY rrrv '  ' - r - ' .  I  I  r l  r t r  ( ! r t .Frr  9r  . - r , .

l , . r  t l r r .  E4lrr  t r r , , t ,  41,  l , 'g i ,  l "  I

, , , , ,1, , ,  r , ! , , .  t r , , .  , ' , ' r , , , '  I  '  I r ,  , ,  
i  , ,  , ,  i , , t iorr , , l  r r l l  r 'xPt, 's ' r ior t : r  of

, r r , l  nr ' l  v . , t  r ,  , i ' , r l  r f  '  " ' r l  
I  

,  t r , , r r r ! i i t r t  ,  i t l ( l t r r l  l t r11 ' t lnt : l0tral

1, , r r r rp l r l r . l1 rr l l l  1, .  , , , , r  
!  '  l " ' , l i , r t t r  or1 ' , l l t l ' r / i l1()( ls strctr t  ds

'  
1,  ,  l r l^ ,  [ ' l ,o I '1,( ;  ,  t r ( ] r  the inter-

: ; t , l l , l ,  AVAlt ,Al t l  t , . :  ' t . r , ' r ' i  , , r , r  i l ( , t r ) r  | ]  , r r rL l , rnai isaL.[on of  c] .ass struggle,

f , ro i l ' - t f re- i ; i r r5s Wrtr '  t rAn,,  l1r ; i : r  r r l -  t

recenE str lkes i .n Br i r :a i . r r  ; ; r rd.  -  $ S) Opposi t ion Eo alL capi ta l isL and

rutopu; -  pr ice 30p i r rc [ ,osrt 'a: ' .  f f  "^ai l "" f i ,s t  
part ies,  in: ludJng the

l ,a l rour Pnrty rr l rd ot i r t ' l  o l l i rn l  snt-

I r '09 () f  t l rc inPl l0 l ls t  l { ' l l '

1r1,p, ,  r l  I  i , ,u l ( )  r r l  I  Jot t r l  work wI l - t t

S#, t'll' r'i ̂i,ir,* , l:, ;; . ;;,J;l;;;,,i*''?l;"'*"ll;lli:",,","
*, r r r -h as CNII .

leaders sabotage str ikes.  Trade

nffi;-ggga"] sa Er.n dl vides workers

lnto seperaEe trades and lndustt ies.

Trade union tradiEions teach their

members comPromiser moderat lont

rel iance on leaders,  and regPec!:

for  bureaucrat . lc  ptocedures

designed to st i f le indlv idual

in l t lat ive.  Thls ls whY r+e cal l

for  sorkers in sEruggle to break

cr is is of  capi  Eal i .sI  s{ ' : ; : : i .  e[ :" ,J 1 '  r

f orces wo:rkers into e I l. *iril L: llQIQ-L I '

f ront .et i .o,n wir-h the .L iLtE{ e: ' in. j .  l ;

s t ruggles fQ:r  f . i . 'miLet l  r l 'en,-qr 'ds ' '  " lhe

act ions of  mj l " l ta$t  wsf; i  r : : i , i  j  i r  i : l lg

miners str iker l , ike.  the Ti- i . r ! : 's  { rc .

198i t ,  shor. '  hovi  r i "e*u ' ra ' l iaa] .  j - r i r*s o. f

struBgle develo$ *s a f fquu!11.]  
'

necessL -E{.  JusE. ia$ i ' rn6lq+r: tani : iy ,

through these elp:r ign:ce, l i  j  : "3t i i r :&tr

ideas becorne m.r i :e wl t l l6sr, : t l : i id.  l [€, ,

th ink that  th is radical i . . ,at ionr

occuTring in the heat oi  t l le

:-:ggi*S]3'=' wiLl lead Lo..new ftr:rms of

orgar l isat . lon af is i r ]gr  uni t ing eve:-

E"eater sect ions of  hh€! wgrki f ig

class ln a str t rggt-e whic l i ,  i i ro i i l ro

can 6eize power f rof f  capiEal ist6, .

The hext lssue of  
" tUld-t i " t  " ' i l l . .go

lnEo this quest ion in delai . l .

frorn trade urri oni srn.

There is an i r  j . t . ! : r I$f" iYi" .  . -  . i , r (c; .

rnLnerst u"f'fl tt. has' shi{51'tl ilr'tvl' il-:i1",'

paci  f , . i -c. isnr and al l  other ideolog-

..'r, *:a l, .nrvs ti f i ca 8i ons "

i0J Support  for  Pr lnci  Pled co-

r j$;eqt l '  cn anlong revoluLionar ies o

al ; ra l  . . i lpposi  t i .s l l  Lo sect l t r ianlsm'
: i :

F<ry!@lM

Wffiffi%ffiNgP
, ' Ihe qr-ess Played down the violence

br ihe'massive suPPort  the Miners

demonsdrat i -on in London on 24eh

FbbruarY. Things started to hot

up, wher l  courageous act ion by miners

""d 
d.rot t" t tators forced the Pigs

io r" lease Lwo mlneEs who had been

'arrested. Lat€r pi  Eef led batt les

r:aEed: for  more than two hours in
'  i , l i i i tehal l  and Traf ,a lgar Square

hetween pol . ice and demonsLrators '



DRESDEN
In the next.  few monthsr the rul ing

classes of  East and West are going

to trv to make their  PoPulat ions

bel ieve that l+0 Years ago a war

was won for the benef i t  of  human-

i ty,  for  f reedom and social ism'

The anniversary of  the dest ' ruct ion

of the Gerrnan ci tY of Dresden bY

the bombers of Br i tain and the USA

on 14 FebuarY this Year,  reminds

us that th is is a l ie.

From what You read in the

papersr You would think Dresden

"""  "" t  
L '3ust i f ied'  target '  But

though i t  had no economic value to

the German staten i ts destruct lon

was ful ly just i f ied in terms of

the war aims of  the democrat ic

powers.  I t  achieved i ts aim :

demoral is ing and terror is ing the

working class PoPulat ion of

Germany.

Churchi l l  wanted a defeated

working classo He didn' t  want a

repeat of tgL},  when GermanYti

defeat 1ed to at tempted revolut ion'

By 1944 there was alreadY the

beginning of a movement of str ikes

and passive resistance bY German

and I ta l ian workers.  Dresden I^7as

packed with refugees f leeing from

the marauding Russian armY, and

numerous forced labourers from al l

over EuroPe, I t  was at tacked

because i t  held so many PeoPle in

such a smal l  arear and because

many of  i ts  bul l -d ings were made of

wood, so I t  would burn wel l .  The

HG|LCIGAIJ EIT FclFI trTEM C!EFtACY (

t

U

page 32)..And on 30 Illaxch 42,

i fof"""ot Lindemann advised Churchi l l

that  l t  would be Possible to

break the Germans' sPir i t  bY

aiming at " the working clas: areas

of 58 German towff  GE? ls).

Having shattered the German

workerst- fa i th in the Nazi  regimets

abi l i ty  to defend them, the Al l ies

had to make sure theY wouldn' t  arm

to defend themselvesr as theY had

done in 1918. TheY had to be

total ly terror ised; theY had to

real lse that  resistance was use-

less. lJhen some German workers
rtr-urle lr  IOAT h thr tuhr. thf

nuclear weaPons, so that Br i t ish

lmpertal ism is restr lcted to

r".pot" l ike TNT and naPalm when l t

xazes enemy ci t ies in a futufe

crusade for democracy. People l ike

the G/eenham Common women think

you can defeat imPerlal ism bY

Lxpressing moral outrager and bY
ttnon-violent di rect  dct ion".

To destroy capl tat ts* and exter ' r

f i inate the butchers of Dresden wl l t

require " the might iest  c iv i l  war

humanity has ever seen, where the

proletar lat  seizes suPreme Power

in lqs cal loused f ist  to use l t t

r t  Eb,q,3od fhor used hl9 hammerl

T' l t  i  r t

( : l l l ' l

wi l l

Alr l t

l : l r+rr

l r twt

a t t r l

T l l t ' r

SuPF

lnse

3U Dt:

mIn(

n t  r l

l r . l l

l , l  P

I  l r r '

: i l i l

r r l to

t , i

5 l r (

cr : i

Y) (

' l r t  I

I  l r i

l l

r '  I
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;T-TEIT;-ffien s61ntny-T- -

f . l . . t  led to at temPEed revolut lon'

l i  tst"+ there was alreadY the 
-

, in i t t i r rg of a movement of str ikes

,nE-o""" ive resistance bY German

;; ;  i ta l ian workers '  Dresden was

"". t .J 
wi th refugees f leeing from

th" *t t .uding Russian armYe 8I1o

;; ;" ; ; ; ;  ror ied labourers from al l

; ; ; ;  EuroPe. r t  was attacked

;; ; ; ' ; "  i l  nera so many PeoPle ln

,u"t  .  smal l  area, and because

irgs were made of

burn wel l .  The

, as wel l  as the

ans 3 hours

1 to wiPe out

the f i re br igades) were

calculated to cause maximum

;; ; i i ; ; ;  casualLies '  APProximatelY

;; ; ; .oo PeoPle died in the f i re-

storm. capi ta l i ; ;  democracy doesn'  t

t t "r i i .a.  to take measures gvery'  bi t

as barbaric as fascism' and workers

; ;" ; t ;  be equal lY oPPosed to both '

The lef t -wing pal t ies who supported

il; ;;";"a worta rJar are ev'erY EL!-

as culpable as Hi t ler  and Churchi l l '

From the or igins of the Al l ied

bombing offensive, the- Chiefs of

i l " f f  iere c le"r  that  k i l l ing

civ i l ians was jusL as important as

i . t i t "y i"g rai i tays'  factor ies and

dams. Al though theY in i t lSt tY

singled out the towns ot  tne

i ; ; ; " t r ia l  Ruhr for  destruct ione

atr i "  
" t "  

because theY " l ie in

i t"g." i"a industr ial  towns ? -Yh"t"

the PsYchological  
ef fect  wi l l  be

; i l ;  ; ; ' " ; t " t i '  
(Air  v ic-Marsha11

ioi tE*r tY, 9 JulY 41'  quoted in

; ; f "g,  t t ' "  DestrucEion of  Dresdg'n

break the Germa;tT-;Pf ;iET:

r i* t tg at  " the worklns c lass areas

of 58 German towff (EEE gs)'

"strikes which endanger the

In other words, go back.to work or

wet 1l  starve You to deatn'

I.IAR AI{D PACrFrs}l

For the CND, World War. Two was

just i f ied. TheY want to ban

fct-f,r ulully'Ertrlr-Til r 
-rEFr 

i

" i t ""a" 
for democracy'  People- l lke

the Gdeenham Common women think

uou 
"tn 

defeat imPerial ism bY

!*p.."" i tg moral outraget and bY

infn-vf  of int  d l rect  dct ion".

a

To destroy captua"l ' lsm and extcrr

r fr fni te uhe butchlrs of Dresden wl l l

i "qui" .  " the might iest  c iv i l  war

fru*."itY has 
"tit ""ttt ' 

where t'he

proletar iat  seizes suPreme Power

i ; - i ; t  cal loused f ist  to use i t ;

. "  t t t "  god Thor used hls hammert

; ;  ; ; " t  the heads of the rulLng

classes",  as Rosa Luxemburgt the

C.*."  revolut ionaryt Put 1t '  in

L9L9.

As the rul ing classes PrePare

bo celebrate their  v ictoryt  the

. i """  struggle cont inues'  Letrs

;;;i i lt '" I[r"trationsl

rtrAN-IFAm\AAF1

rePorts r iots amongst Iraqi

pr i"ot t . t"  of  war in l ran'
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