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Strike oaer
27.7.{ f

I,loalrcso .! r r0d chn

since rhe end of rhe ,r""" "r,rnl."u Miners warnins lettets disput€ ,r*,r*-,ry96ih. cdal Board has been preBarnS 
_.,_^i, | . / ot . corbats, ,ant oo [rr4.

;;:",i:i"i}illl",ll::i:: ;;:':$i:iiil'"" walk OUt pa,ralyses secon{fl $i$ffiTi$;

involves re-build.ing the damaged 
",rT""10ffi1apparatus of the Union and re- wales ye't

^^+^L.r.i-L,.ino a fi.m n^rra? h:rse for the !]. ' l i fe';"it"i€1^i**1t'"r:

$ff ll:"::hl:"muil :::ff In::" il;d;f ' 6attS IINtrEt - $ W#$##
But the unionrs main conce?lr as oDenlv
stated in the ]g$g[glSfggg is ior - 

Sen
"reconciliation" 3.rld a lreturn io
noanal volkinA". By ?.ut ll.
?art of that retutn to I'nofi[al-ity" w'bh cofl

involves re-build.ins the dAlas€d 
""T"*'fi* 

."*fl*llh'i*iH"",;

of the niners. '  -4 l . .  D.. t  d 
'd[ t  

Et od t ! '  dry

-,- L^-2 B.t t t'.[l4\!I,{lr.tr ----i .,.-racl\*u 
-4 

b.qj,,,tu 
-. - ,li::l;;"*;":i':::""j":ffi,iH:::.**" over taxi ffiffi'rn-ro

::iHiH'# lni,ffil"3"o*;'"' *. $;"*ft*"*"1;'1;"x'*rrt
union nleaders" to lursue thei' . ,J: gilf'rfli,lff i'#i"t'i"i
clain to a shale in the nanagBent of lil iiiii viir.
the inauBt4t. rn^<r ?m min'r3 $

;i;;;;.r"eadersr,avedirferent llf,l'l't-fih{fil!-$1
I'i,i" il'"- -i6ia"t sDltld iP tt.:y; r;;ti;;. ihi' ;;u;!ryr ll r'uet'i*rr tr m.'t.* rrc.idcd- to ntlrn t6 f,o.r

3Siilii;""iiJi$iri:il!i"i,i}i::::.' ,i*',"r"fuT***.riillll.;,TJ;*1"i.n*{:nT:"f.;ll ry$'Sfi:-;ir..*1 *'ruf1"'l'*f"++i

fi*i'Hkiltil6l:il.:ri*1li 
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l'ffitrfl*;1tE]tll*,*,*_.**.._=-,, ,|ffi"pm*s 1liiffi"'.i'-,i+
severely weakened after the strike' il:iio "'iiiii'i"i---.furtg-^ t-1e
they have promoted a breakaway national Eit strlle' Ert aB'

under their own control. rhe reft il['r' 
t$ll Jtl;l ""fi..iiH*fl:$i#ffuiliri"*';*" till-ffi.rnfhe Miners Struggle Goes On

"i.r" ," t. ho!, that ca& be best iiiqi"ii"!il;15;|1"4 iig;'.""*i'; ,.,-*"1::'gle'^ ̂*l'J::I,S.i n :=ii$ -$^:l'-::'-':; l:;':t;-f;:-; J;i

that their attemPts to force the
CoaI Board to continue and increase

r ' roduct lon at  nel l ln l l ley eot.
lery, Yorhshir0, , the country'5

largesd, pit, cras luhed yester'
day whrn around 1,01)0 men
walked out in a disDute over

' the board said i t  would'
rt to threeshlft r^rl'r--



that
Coal Board to continue and increase

sharing its management of the industry

trave faited, fear they may be outflanked

by a breakavay. Thus the stage is set

for a sordid Power batt le between
the union bosses over who should
control the workers and represent
then to the management.

divisive force amongst the working

class. Neither is i t  a matter of

the loss of  5OO'O0O jobs'  AIso'

it was under Scargills cherished
,'plan for coalrr, originally-agreed
bltween the N.U.M. and the l'abour

Sovernment in 1974, l]nat the-infamous

bono" schemes were introduced that

divided the coalfields into

"prof i table' t  and. ' t less prof i tablet '

a.id sowed the seeds for the Notts

and thus out of their control'
The N.U.M. i tsel f  is devi-sive'

The split is an attack on the

bosses.

Silentnight: Glass I

l l

Struggle Wont Lie
ltre eurrent strike at Silentnight bedst at

s"ito" and Barnoldswick in Yorkshire, has

U"en goitg on for 1J weeks. The str ike

started. because the boss announced 52 red-

undancies after uorkers had agreed to a no

redundancies/no wage rise package' Since

ifr"o, the boss has been bussing in scabst

trying to recrrrit young peoplg from the

Vfb, ana has sacked all the strikers'

The main problern facing the militant rnin-

ority on the picket lines is the passiv-

ity of the majority of strikers, r'rho

selm to think you can win by staying at

home. This is ' reinforced by the leaders

of the furniture union, FTATT who say the

workers will win if they just 'hold firnr '
All the militants lcrow thatrs nrbbish'

The only thing FTATIs.good for is str ike

pay (cr4-920 per week).  Ol" of  the

iirst things we heard on the picket line

was a shop steward saying trFuck union'

Werve got to spread str ikerr '  Workers

have visited other f actories -i 'n 
the same

SrouPr handing out feaflets (not picket-

i i "g,  because that 's i l legal) '  FTAI

officials in adjacent areas have accus-

ed them of trying to recruit their mem-

bers into the Sutton branch' fhe shop

stewards face the contradiction between

their rrnion role and their existence as

workers. They often rneet with uni-on

bureaucrats away from the picket linet

and absorb their reacti-ona'r1r attitudes'

When someone proposed an occulationt

one of the stewards opposed it because

he couldn't go againsi his union' The

top union ofii-c:-its have threatened

lrtion discipline against workers carrying

out activities outside the picket line.
fhe general secretary of FTAT turned up
one morning. One of the strikers asked
hin what the stratery was for winning
the strike, and he said he wouldnrt art-
swer provoeative questions because
there were outsiders on the picket l-ine.
The workers welcome outsiders. fhe Sut-
ton factory is on the 558 bus route from
Bradford - feel free to go along.

THE. tsOYs IN RED
One Friday afternoon, after a few beerst
the strikers were exercising their demo-
cratic right to express disa6reements
with workers coming out of the plant. A
policeman tried to arrest one of the
strikers, but the strikers outnumbered
them about three to one, so he didnrt
manage it. There would have been a
vary ugly situatlon, but suddenly Dave

Marshall, the FTAT loca1 area rept
appeared with a red Labour PartY
t ie 'on. I le had a fe ' l  words wlth the
pigs, and seemed to be oaylng 6ollt€-
thing l ike "I t 's al l  r iSht ladsr I
can control  this".  HE l l teral lY
shepherded the strikersand thalr
fa"urilies to the other slde of the
road, away from the Pollcer and
away from the piles of stones on the
factory side. He had much more auth-
ority over the worker than tho police
did. In this part of the worldt the
boys in red are nore effectlve at con-
trolling the workers than the boye In
blue.

Rrpt

f1
a1=
€=t
p=rl
thrt
k16l
i ldl(

m0ll
But
no!l
tml



r

!!
tl
ll,
[l
n.
rt.
lr
ry

r{
||.
rd
It
ID
0n

-ln
rd
t.
tt
GI

er
lo
ry
he
I l -
to
ell
u l

lon
ry
Drk
0n
$r
lo

thr
||01
lrlt
rh

)n

Whilst  just a f igment of a Journal istrs
imagination such sensationa,I.ir,tt reporting
1g a ref lect ion of the growttr  of '  : :ea1

,wofking class shopping. ' I lh is mass shop-
llfting may not have taken place but in
rael l ty others have. In the sevent les
1n l tely,  ln order to conbat r is ing inf l -
rtlonr 6angs of shoplifters got together
t0 get whet they needed. l ' lore recently
la Elrsl l r  mEsE shopl i f ts and loot ing
havp taken pleoe as the working class is
fotoarl Lo tral,tle agalnst starvationr
In l l rJ [r : , l l r  overbhe last few years we
have seen the emergence of a Inew and
worrylng development of groups of shop-
l l f tsrs blatent ly steal ing from stores

omen 0n
on l8-cooch
robbery trip
EIGHTEEN coachloads of women took
a day tr ip to the seaside f iot a mass
shoplifting spree, a court heard yester-
day.

The black women amived in a resot.t on
Monday alternoon . . . arld had stripped local
stores by evenlng.

1. Opposi t ion to capi ta l ic t  society
yhj.ch exists in every country in
the vorld; both in the forrn of
rprivate capitalisnr as in the
Americar bloc, and in the foto of
rstate capitalignr as in the lhls-
sian bLoc, China, and mch of the
t th i rd wor ldr .

2. Conrnitnent to the conmr.rnist obJect-
ive - abolition of nation states
and the money/market/vages systen
and its replacenent by a claseleee
society, connon ounership and den
ocratic control of the vorldrs
rPsources.

J. Rejection of nationalisation and
other state capitalist econooic
neasures as any solution to vork-
ing class problems, or to the
yorld crisis caueed by capitalien.

4. Rejection of all expressions of
nationalism, including Inationel
Iiberationr organisations such aa
the IRA, Pl,O etc. For the inter-
nationalisation of class struggle.

! .  Opposi t ion to al l  capi ta l is t  and
nationalist parties, including the
Labour Party and other organie-
at ions of  the capi ta l is t  lef t .
Opposition to al} jotnt work vith
these organisations, including
participation in front organis-
ations such aB CND.

Support and eacouragenent for
independant wolking clase stnrggle,
outside the control of the trade
unlons (includinq_the ehop ateu-
ards and rlank end fller oovenents)
and all political pirrties.

7. Rejection of the ude of parliaoent.
For the active participation of the
vhole uorking |Ieas in its ovn
enancipation througtr social revol-
utlon vhich overthrovg all govern-
uents, bosses end LeederB.

8. Active oppoeition to all forza of
serisn, aacisu, and etrltural aad
institutionalised ba,Fiers to
vorking class solldarity.

9.  QppoElt ion to reLi t lonl

TIrcy -spl i t  uP 
-r ! r r t<.r

i ls  soon us tht 'y  lef t  the
co:rches, i t  was saic l .

Then they went on a
"trr  of t ,ssionr l ,  exPcr ienced
and organiscd shoPI i l l in, . l
splet ' ' '  in Turqual  .  Dcvon
- nct t ing goods u'orth
thousands of  Pounds.

HAUL
-SItop

rv l t t ' l tnt 'd
stal l  were over-

t l tu ut t l r tbct  s

prc.ss i r lcrr I iorL ol  SlLoP-

" ' , ! i l* ;  rhe shops closed
thcy r  eLru ned tu t l le i r
horr lcs i r r  Bi t ' t t t ingl tanr
.v i th lht ' i r  hatr l  -  which
irrr , l r rdcd drcsses wol Lh
r l r r )0s!  . t : . (J0()  f ronl  0!re
boi l t ique i l lone

On ly t r r  o \ \ ,omen were
c: lusht r 'but  thcre wel 'e
i r  lot  nrorc invulved."  said

tsA5lC
PRINCIPLEs

by force and int imidat ion'  (Home Off ice

fnrr, InHl)  Nl i l t  l ln,



I fff,crr bI et ont"Ly-lt'aTr $r3 - rlou' rleatr
; ; - i ; ; ; -  anr i  lnt imldat lon'  ( t tome 0f f ice

Raport )  .

Remembr:r ,  l f  you clo go ehopl l f t ingt yo'u

"ot 
t t t "  r tek of &rrest.  l lowever l f  you

i" t  
"  

yoo" fr lends the r lsks are tnuch less !

LEEPING
HILD

TACKS
ED

OP
ollowing the fatal shooting of a J-
'eax-oLd boy by police in Birminghamt

wFTUL

-
--0-irll;- ts;o 

- wttm?n wcrf
r ' : t t t : l l t t  "  I ) l l t  thor( ' . .wcl 'L '
i r '  iu i  r t r , r lc  r t tv.r lvet l , "  sutd
lrrsu Mlr t l i t t ." ' l {e 

ar j t l r ' r l :  "  We had

,, , i , l , " , ' , , ' , . *  o l l  er  re lxrr ts ot

I r t ' t l  l t r r  coloutcd r t 'otr le l l

bt t t  td( , ; l i t  l t i t tQ lh( '  c 'x lPr l l t
hrrr  r r t i l t 'Pd i ) r l t r0t l t l l ) le.' '  

Nlr j ,  S,rr ' r l r  L"wrs.  :17.  of
Krrrnsl t r t tst .  Bi lnr ingham.

Continued on Poge Tvo

9. Opposl t lon to le l ig lont
pacifiso and all other ideo-
Iogiod nYst i f icat ione.

O. Support for PrinciPled co-
opcratlon anon6 rcvolutionarleet
and.oppoeitlon to eectarlanlsn.

-. ]  rrrr 
-rGabReturnOf Tlre u

Crisis is biting both East and west. etsk celebrate his record' feat by doing

Russian leadegs have just resurrected the

heroic figure of Alexei Stakhanovr supreme

scab of the "Sovietft Uni'onr who ltas en-
couraged in the JOts to set up a new coal-

cutting record. as a model for other miners
to emulate. Now itrs his 5Oth anniversa4r
and the Russian capitalis| bosses are let-
ting the mlnet|s of his home region in Don- their rLling classl

rr  
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A
rs f , I - r.LL mu lr'_.11t^Pi.Lol1.becquse I

r",on'b"sUB5CRIEE !
ths attacked and stoned Police

ahlc les in a f ierce expression of

tlgs anger. The media black out

porte 
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PeoPIe fighting Police
vlolance, artd" the street- f ight ing in

I
I
I
I
I
I
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t1 for s ix. issues ( includes post) '  Overseas subs f '2

I would like to subscribe to Wildce! and

enclose fl1 (casn or Postal order

'rdecentrr pegple a.nd pave the way for

nore police- harrassment and violence'
But lncreasingly this isnrt working as
rore a,nd more workers give the filth a

taste of their own medicine.

I would like to heIP
Please send me more
tWildcatr grouP and

distr ibute !| !@!o. .. .  .  .
information about the
free sa^rnple coPies of

NAMT]

your publications aa.aa a""" !"" '

ADDRESS . .O" 'O

Raven Press, 75 PLcadilly, MANCHESTER Ml 2BU

}ox 294, NE'I/JCASTLE-UNDER-LYME, Staffs ST5 1SS
SA{]) TO: ', '/IL])CAT, c/o

niDn



Managernent and unions meet

to diseuss revised claims

Bishops try
to forestall

BOSSES AND BISHOPS
IN SOUTH AFRICA,
woRLD, RELIGTON IS

HAND IN I{AND . . .
AS EVERYI,{HERE IN THE
CO{VPLETEIY REACTIONARY

le
) l -

rf,

qgf+n;t  those who attempt to usc'  work
I  ng elera lns urrect ion to promoLr.  r ' i r  p l
r  a l l r t  atme.

Hadlt49ne Jn the t l iberatedr f rorr l .  I  l r r"
tete:  bcrdertng S Afr ica are no l : r '1,  1, ' , r '
I t ten thA::  auf fered by S Afr ican bl ;Lcks.
*re Cf l lUtrbale f  l ret  acts when he oiurrF I ' r r
*iUEf 1n 6tmbrbwe was to suppress i.r, '.r,rvri
r  u+1CCet l t r lkee. lJnemployed urtr :ur
p3*E3E iE l t lc:emb l t luo are being f  or<: i  l ,  I  v
egC#el f  lom the oi  t Ies.  ts lack wctr l t - t 'e
r l  E Af=lcc oan expect the same sort ,  of '
s€atn:nt l f  the ANC cornes to power'  l , l r ' - r ' r . .

agn nCt long ago the regime in , l  r \ f ' r ' icrr
C *11 Ce:mad f  air ly stable, governnt.n l ,  i :  l  r  l

tEf f  they wi l - l -  "make t l ' r r ,  r t ; t r ' t ' l  f ' l  r rcr i ' t
to br ing about chirrr l4r '  i r r  i r r r r th

El .  l {hat they mean is th;r l ,  l , l rn nl , t ' t tgpl ln
w111 be used as thr :  cxr:rr11r,  l ,o l rnor)rrc

Isacr i f  icesI  on l , l r r  I  r '  ( )wl l  work- in l r
I  V/orsening cond i t  j  onr:  throughout
crn Afr ica mean t i ral  Lht;re is a reaL

that the struggln in S Afr ica
d spark off a generalised struggte

lfittnst white and black capitalism in the
raglon.

of I 'oreign capi ta l  to V/estern banks, and
t l re parr ic str iken caJfs of  Johannesburg
bt.r l lnossmen for l lotha to negot iate wi th
Flctrtl e I a.

Ac l t r  i l r i l , i r jn,  workplace stnrggle in South
Af ' t ' l  t t r t  i  n br:  i r r  rT hcl  d back by the t rade
t ln I r t r r r r .  Arr  i r r r rdequate pay of  f  er  was made
ttr  b l ; r r :k t r r r  ionu nt  bho i : r . :g inni .ng of  . Iu1y.
'Fhe I 'J l l l r i  l , l l r ,o!r l , r r r lo( l  l ,o t :n l l  iL r t ; i ike -  on
Augrrel ,  , " r l , l r .  l l ,  l r r r r r l l ,y  t rcr t r l l r  ua.y in l ' j  that
Hlv l t r - :  L l rc l r r rFJFl€tr !  , )  nt<l t t l , l t l r  wi l rn ing of  a
pfofrr  rH+Jr l  Hl , r ' lk t '11 iv, ln t l rem Lirne to prepare
f i ' t ' l l , .  NoJ.yi ls i l  a surpr ise when on 2Jrd.
Augiel ,  L l ro utr ike was,postponed af ter  last
nr l r ru l , r ' t ,n,  lks between the NUI{ and the mining
corr tpart ies.  ; i  comprornise has been

reactred between the NlJi! and several of

the companies involved, incluciing the

Iargest, fu:glo-Anericart. The strike is
now underway against the remainihg com-

pani-es who refused to improve on their

original offer. But the impact of this

strike, involving less thari half of NUM

members,  wi l l  be Limited. I ts the ol-d

story:  Div ide and RuJe!

Rut the s i tuat ion is st i l - l -  explosive.
lvtnny miners came out on wifdcat strikes
l l r  r r r lva!rr .e rr l '  t , [ r t ,  of  f  ic ia l  str ike date.

{ At(oa1 los
5c

HOW SOCIALIST IS THE
SOCIALIST WORKERS

PARTY ?

1,
TBADE UNIONS -THE

2nd Fcst free
L,,  -  

^- ,

ies
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ANC

a l l r  I  I  I  s l t  er 'ot touty AE a wlru I  e
ls lu-r l r l r lerr  f ln( l  delr . t t lenl  r rn
l r t .  l r  Alr tc+rn c.ol lnr , ( 'L lor t  I  o r lo
lH Pt laE.e acE. on aparthcld.

r ( '  l ) rod ucCs exported ln b ulk

la l  orr

l l r t
l t  l '0r t -
Mnny <l f

to South

ings to South Africa tharr Britain. The
other Western powers have less interest
in,South Afr ica -  wl ich is why they can
i ,mpose sanct ions more easi ly.  Of the
21000 overseas owned companies in
South Africa, over 50% are con-
trol led f rom the UK. Two thirds of
South African banking is control-Ied by
UK banks Standard Chartered and Barclays.
This has tremendous signi f icance for
the future of  Br i t ish capi ta l ism. Br i -
ta in is t ied hand and foot to the South
Afr ican state.  What is happening there
could ptrsh the Br i t ish economy over the
cl i f f .  The ef fect  of  th is on the c lass
str tggle would make the recent r iot  in

' l 'oxl t . t l r ,  wlrcr( .  yotr t l r  l t tacked the po1-
lce uslng ral l lngs as spears,  Iook l lke
a Stnday- school  out ing.

Other nations can afford to disinvesr
in apartheid, in the hope of coming to
a;n arrangement with a future Mandela
government. The US in particular
stands to gain a black capitalist
Azania i f  Rr i ta in loses white South
Afr ic;r .  ' l 'ho ANC is prepared to nego-
t iate i ts way into the US bloc,  as were
the Sandinistas in Nicaragua before the
Reagii.n government cockld it up. As
one of  the ANCrs leaders put i t :

The US is beginning to fear that
everything i t  supports night be ur-
dermined. That is why i t  has begtrr
to make overtures towards the ANC.
0n the r ight  terms the ANC is wi l l ing
to ta lk to 'anyone. Dialogrc is part
of  the strr-ggle,  a l thorgh i t  has i ts
menacing side.

The US has learned from Cuba and Ni-
caragu; l .  I t  wants South Afr ica to stay
in i ts imper ial ist  orbi t ,  and i t  sees
that the ANC is genuinely prepa.red to '
d iscuss terms. That is why the lef t
wing of  US capi ta l ,  the Democrat ic pa.r-
ty,  and rnany Republ icans, have been
pressur is ing Reagan to break with
apa.r theid now. In American pol i t ical
terms, being for apartheid is l ike be-
ing against  motherhood. Even a judge
has been arrested on an ant i -apa.r theid
demo.

g (At ["ns tost

TIIE BRITISH GO]I]IEGTIOTI
ld eaFtEal . lER iE t ly lnH tr  i l  l t r l l
t  I  l re l r l  .  hrr t  ht  I  t  I  e l r  t l r r l r r r . r .  r . i r  p l  t r r  I
H Lt ,  l t l r l r rg I r r  Lo Lhc ga ps lc I  L by the

'  t '  I  r : i ln s pul  l  lng o ut .  In the las t
. r r r ' ,  m()rchant bankers such as Hambros,
I | | ; irrmrrcl arrd Guiness Mahon have
'r ' r ! i${ f  !d l ,ht . iT l .ending. Out of
44 rn| | I Ior t  I r r t r t ,  Lo l ior l th

t  l r 'a l re l  wet. t t  , l  rnrr ,  l l l )  i t r t r l  l ) r , r '  l i / r ,

, r l * r l l  t r l l  I  I  lou \ ( t  1ut '  r 'err l  w.*r  I  r=.rrr

r lc:a have a hlgh added value, and are

rrrr  cssent ia l  to the UK economy.
rrr  l ,  o l '  th is consi ts of
r=lr  l r r r , rv and chemicals.  Invis ib le ex;

, r  t r i  to South Afr ica ai lmount to i l .3

I  I  I  l r r r r .  In addi t ion,  the UK reexports

, ,  At  l i r r ; r .  processed raw mater ia l -s which
lr ' r '1,  1, ' , ,1 v i r l  ue added, such as South
Alr  l i  i r r r  , l l r rmonds and gold.  Last  year,
I  l r  I  n nrrrrrrr  I  r rn I  od to t350 roi l1 ion.

l )  |  r  r r ' t  I  r r  vr . r r  t  ment by overseas nat ions
lrr  l r t r ' l  or-  l r ,s,  p lant  and equipnent in
S<rrr [ l r  Alr l t . ; r  approaches EI2 bi1l ion,
rrrr t l  |  ' r  l r l  |  |  lon of  th is,  over 40 per
c(.n1. ( )  |  t  l ro Lotal ,  is  owned by Br i t ish
<:ornpirnlc.s.  US investment is only 20
l)cr  cent of  the total ,  which means the
l l l ;  lc 'ncls mrrch less of  i ts  total  lend-
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Since the end'of the minersr str ike,
the ruLing class has been preparing to
take on other sections of the working
cLass. Br i t ish Rai l  responded to the res-
istance by guards in Scotland and S.Wales
to the runilateral-r irnposition of driver-
only trains, by sacking JOO and preparing
another 1200 disrnissal-  not ices.

BR say that so long as the guards
accept the driver-onIy working, then they
wonft  be out of a job. This is obviously
a Load of rubbish. The introduction of
driver-only trains is part of the plan to
force through thousands of redundancies.
Nowhere do the management corne out and
say where these jobs are supposed to be
coming from. Guards will not be able to
move to different areas since no more
guardst jobs wi l - l  be created. Nor for
tbt matter will they be retrained to do
any other job in 'BR. The dr iver-only
trains are supposed to be saving BR fl2Jm.
Being nice to your employees does not
save money. Nor does being honest or
tmthful .  '

DEAD LOSS LEADERS

The coLlective strength of the work-
ing class ,,riLL not be realised by secret
bal-lots. In their or.rn homes, individual
workers, deciding whether or not to
strike, can easily be overrrrhelmed by
personal worries of their fa,nily comnit-
ments, the bi l ls to be paid, and the fear
of taking a step into the unlcrown.
But mass meetings give workers confidence
in their col-l-ective power. It is only
this col l -ect ive power that wi l l  beat the
bosses, both in the stmggles of today,
and in the worldwide uprisings we envis-
age tomorrow.

Sid Weighel l  was removed by the
tt fef t t r  of  his union and branded ntrai . ' ,cr l r

Butrdespite his rhetor ic,  Ynapp is rrc
better.  l le does not fool  us with his
call-s for reinstatement or declarz+uictns
a6ainst driver-only trainsl It ras r,ia
arrd his executive cronies who, uiii ie cpp
osing the introduct ion of thj .s ner 

" ter-at ion at the NURrs t81 ;-3l i t ,  prshei
through the McCarthy plan for restmc'uu:-
ing the railways with the fut.,rre loss of
14000 jobs - a plan which driver-only
trains go partway to fulfil l. The same
NUR l-eadership defeated the 1 20 guards on
the Bedford-St. Pancras line, forcing
them after an 18-month strrggle to accept
the first drirer-@

During the minersr strike sabotaged any
possibi l i ty of  jo int  act ion between rai l
workers and mln€rg. H€ eoceDted e trecgly

PROPAGANDA WAR BUT DOf.I.T RELY OI.I THE UNION
The med:-a wasted no time in throwt-ng'

i ts ful l  weight behind BRrs attempts to
defeat its workers. Large notices placed
in the papers by BR warndd that the only
resul-t of strike aeti.on would be massive
redundancies and closures. !..iditorials
threatened guards with the misery of life
on the dole, and. the irnninent collapse of
the rail network in the face of road com-r
petition for -bottr pqpsgngers and flei,ght'

REPEAT PERFOR/V\ANCE
This time round, the guards knew

that ASLtrr had agreed to driver-only
trains in principle. They also Imew that
the NUR hqd gushed this dispute as a

I
I
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pet i t ion for both passengers and freight.
Carefully selested testimonies by irate
rfconmuters't showed the lack of support
from the public that the stike could ex-
pect.  The spectre of the miners'  defeat
was vaved for al l  to see.

MEAAORIES OF'62
Menories of 1982 and the futil ity of

following the unions were a powerful fac-
tor in defeating the strike. Then, rail-
workers were attacked togetherr and
though they had the sa,me need to defend
themselves, they were divided by their
ASTEF or NUR rnembership cards. When BR
unilaterally imposed flexible rosteringt
ASLIF struck. The NUR, instead of showing
solidarity, ( ttrougtr many of its members
did), actually distributed propagarrda in
support of flexible rosteringr havtd.ng aI-
ready accepted it. ASLffi' caved in and
went to arbitration, calli.rrg off the
str ike. In.June, the NUR struck in

support of a pay claim and against redun-
dancies. Its then general secretary Sid
Weighell had already been secretly negoc-
iating the sbiapping of dL1 guard jobs on
trains with'BR. ASLB' instructed its mem-
bers to cross the Picket Jines! The

fhe strike collapsed. Then, amazinglyt
the next day, ASltr carne out on striket
as BR turned its atteirtion on the drivers
regarding flexible rosteringr with the
ult imatun, I  accept i t  or be sackedrl
This time it was the TUC who called the
str ike off .  Divided and bewildered'  the
workers were easily defeated by their
rroutlrr unions !

-ul'r-Ir- E fi"-tr}?atrr]Fvf-TBqtF-ilrvil

the NUR had pushed this disPute as a
Itguards-only[ d.ispute, rather than as a
battle to be fought by and in the inter-
ests of all railway workers. Thei'r isol-
ation frorn other railway workers vouLd
be increased if l lR carried out its threat
to pay no rail workers during the strike

- a cynical move aimed at turning
d.rivers and other rail workers (*tro would
be laid. off as a resuft of the strike)
against the guards. They could be sure
that other unions would hang around and
watch their isolated destruction.
Memories need only go back as far as the
minersr strike to see the reality of fUC
solidarity as they sat there bleating
about the need to observe t legal i tyr,  as
if the law was there to help workers win
ptr ikes I

[his strike started well. Gueri]-fa
actions from region to region, with rail--
workers taking action on their own init-
iati.ve. A guard from tondon Brid$e said:

" h'hen we heard guards in Glasgow and
S.Wales wete sacked we decided at London
Brid.ge that if BR went ahead with the
sacking on tr'riday werd be out on Monday
and the word would spread.'r This was how
the guards should have continued, going
out imr:oediately to all railway workers.

The defeat of the strike came, not
with the result of the ballot, but from
the fact that workers accepted the idea
of a ballot ib the first place. EVen if
there had been a vote in favour of strike
action, an NUR strike campaign along the

lines proposed by Jimmy I{napp would have

left the guards isolatedr andr sooner or
1ater,  defeated

V/aiting for the ballot meant a de-
fusing of the situation. It rnade it seem
as l f  things were out 'of  the hands of
ordinary workers. It gave tiure, for BR to
wage its expensive propaganda campaign.

workers and miners. He accepted a neasly
JiL wage-rise when many rail workers were
keen for strike action. IIe ignored and
then condemned the courageous actions of
his nembers at Coa1ville and Margam, for
exarnple. He insiructed the guards in
Scotland and S.V/ales to conply with the
BR ultirnatun of August 15th by returning
to work.

It is not just the political power
or the privileges of the unj-on leaders
that makes the unions our class enemies.
fhe unions are part of the capitalist
system, selling our labour power to the
bosses, i ld sel l ing the bossesr "auster-
ity programmesrt back to us. fhey are
capitalismrs pimps, md we smst have no
hesitation in striking at them as much
as at the government or the state.

l
x

nUelievably, as ve go to Pressr the
history of the r82 rail strikes reP-
eats i tsel f .  This t ime, clear ly,  as
farcel DesPite the fact that ASLIF
had already accepted driver-only trains

in prineiple, lO0 of its menbers were

simultaneously on strike against itt
with the guards. In fact nore of its
nembers refused to work than NUR mem-
bers! Need we saY it a4aLn?
UN]ONS DIVIDE TTIE WOMING CTASS ! !
Workers must take responsibility not
to let these bastards divide them suc-
cessfully. If effective resj-stance on
the railways is to continue, these
drivers mrrst make conmon cause with
guards currently in dispute, outside
and against the unions.


