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THE CRASH and flash of bombs explo- l
ding in government and official union
buildings throughout Spain signalled the
40th anniversary of the militarist upris-
i.ng against the Spanish_Republic on
July 18th. For us anarchists this date
is far more significant as marking the
beginning of a social revolution, made
for the most part by anarchists,
anarcho-syndicalists and sympathisers,
which (came the closest yet to fulfilling
our ideals. In the end, that revolution
was crushed by treachery and military
might, but anarchists throughout the
world have never forgotten, and never
will forget that experience.

Today Spain still inherits the defeat of
that revolution. True, Franco, the
executioner of the revolution and of rev-.
olutionaries, is at last dead, and a feel-
ing of change is in the air, but the Span-
ish state is still based on the repression
needed to keep together what is, in ef-
fect, a collection of different nations,
and a militant working class. That re-
pression consisted of army, civil guard,
police and an imposed trade union, used
byithe bosses to keep wages low and ex-
ploitation high.

Today Spain has changed from the
Spain of 1936. The proportion of land-
less peasants has greatly decreased
(though it is still significantly higher
than in other Western couitries) andtlhe
nuxnber of industrial and service work-
ers has correspondingly increased. The
change-over to heavy industrial product-
ion was accompanied by a "boom" in the
1960s, the majority of whose profits
went, of course, to the industrialists
(who get away with the laxest tax system
in the capitalist world) leaving the newly
industrialised workers with slightly
higher wages, badly constructed housing
óareas, and the highest work-accident
rate in the West.
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Quite recently, in district no. 9 of '
Barcelona, yet another fatal car-accid-
ent in which a worker was killed by
merely stepping out of his house, led to
five days of demonstrations, demands
for traffic lights (people strung home-
made ones across the streets, between
houses) , all finally suppressedby pol-
ice charges with batons raised. (In
Toledo, pedestrians who tdo not walk in
single file i.n the city's narrow streets
are now liable to a 24p instant fine for
"blocking the traffic-flow").

In the middle of June, in a working-
class district of Utebo, near Zaragoza,
a tanker-lorry carrying propane gas ; to
the Butano S. A. works situated in the
town, exploded and destroyed all the
works offices. Latest casualty figures
show 12 dead, over aóhundred seriously
injured, many with serious burns. The
only reason that many more tankers did
not catch fire from this one, was the
direction of the wind.

The incident was followed by intensive
leafletting by the Spanish communist
party, and by the Zaragoza CNT. The
CNT's leaflet denounced the explosion
as an assassination by the capitalists,
who derive great benefits from the intro-
duction of heavy industry but do nothing
to ensure safe working conditions. It
also denounced the hypocrisy of reports
on the incident in the capitalist press,
and of the visit of the ministers of Lab-
our and Social Relations; and it deman-
ded that no nuclear power stations be
built i.n the area (this is imminent) and
that military and American bases be
withdrawn.

The "unacceptable face of capitalism"
is far more brutal than the financial
wheeling and dealing of "Tiny" Rowland
and Angus Ogilvy, paying off their cost-
ly houses and flats with Lonrho "expen-
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ses". It is the cynical exploitation and
destruction of workersó bodies and
lives; and Spain is probably its best ex-
ample in Western Europe.

The new prime minister, Suarez, we
are told, is a "progressive" member of
Franco's Nationalist Movement, con-
nected with a cabal of technocrats and
opus deistas, presumably dedicated to
"modernizing" capitalism in Spain. It _
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THE MU'RRAYS' Defence Group in
London has been busy organising oppo-
sition to the hanging sentence for Noel
and Marie Murray. So far, two
lunch-time pickets have been held out-
sidefthe Irish.Embassy in Grosvenor
Place, London and between 20 and 30
people have attended on both occasions.

Two comrades distributing leaflets
against the.;d*eath sentences and flypost-
ing along the Portobello Road, were
arrested for obstruction and fined Ã6
-each. The policeman who arrested
them is reported to have told them that
he will not have anybody giving out an-
archist literature on his patch. He al-
so told them they would have remained
unmolested if they had been giving out
Conservative literature.

In Ireland an Irish Council for Civil
Liberties has been formed in the wake
of an alarming growth of police powers.
Reportedly its first campaign is that of
the death sentences imposed on Noel
and Marie Murray.

Whilst on the phone to comrades at
Rivista Anarchica in Milan we learnt
that at that very moment (6 pm 19th
July) a demonstration of solidarity with
the Murrays organised by the anarchist
comrades there was being held.

Anarchist Worker are bringing out a
ôspec1al' on the Murrays. Available now.
Also stickers available from Centro
Iberico, advertising demonstration.

Meanwhile, opposition against the
death sentences has to increase if we
are to save them from the rope. y We
strongly urge all comrades to bring
pressure to bear on the Irish govern-
ment in any way possible. The least
we can do is turn up at the mass picket
outside the Irish Embassy on Saturday,
24th of July.

N. S.
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SATURDAY 24 JULY (START
10 a, m,

Assemble in front of the Irish Embassy
17 Grosvenor Place, London, S,W, 1.

Protest against the death sentences im-
posed on Marie and Noel Murrayqby the
Special Criminal Court in Dublin aftera
farcical six-weeksó trial with no jury.

STOP THIE I-IAVNGINGSô
SAVE M;ÄRlIE a NOEL MURRAY!
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WHEN ONE considers the killings
both by the State and by those who
would set up states, they are all anim-
ated by the principle generally express;
sed as óa life for a lifeó. This wiiongly
expressed maxim - it should be óa
death for a deathó - has a respectable
origin in. the Mosaic law, the teachings
of the Christian religion, in the Old
Testament primarily but given some
backing by St. Paul, that founder of
Roman Catholic beliefs.

It; is no wonder that the devoutly reli-
gious Catholics of the IRA and Protest-
ants of the various Ulster varieties
carry on their campaigns of mutual ex-
termination backed by the Holy Word
in alternative versions. The Israelis,
too, harken back to óan eye for an eye.
a tooth for a toothó. All devils can
quote scripture to their purpose.

Sanctified by the blessing of authority
the State has long had its arm of ven-
geance, the life may be taken (as in
states which have capital punishment)
or rendered useless, a death i.n life,
by perpetual or extensive imprison-
ment. The extreme penalty off-ieath
is visited upon citizens who rebel
against the state; commit treason in
war-time; commit economic crimes
in óSocialistô countries; kidnap in
democratic countries; kill a policeman
in democratic countries; death comes
in many forms and for many reasons.

So extensive was the havoc wreaked
by the private feud of vengeance that
the State arrogated to itself the sole
right of life and death and give to its
citizens through the church the kindlier
teachings of the New Testament, re-
serving still for itself command over
its citizens in time of war to kill those
designated - until such time as decreed

SPAIN 1936-1976 [,.__,_,_,,,_f;,om p_ ,_7..
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is said that Suarez has advised Carlos
to grant an "amnesty" for political pri-
soners, but not for those inside for
"violent" offences. beclaossýle
to make an accurate calculus of viol-
ence by balancing the number of-ldeaths
from industrial injuries, and from traf-
fic accidents in workersó barrios con-
structed for the industrial army against
the number of civil guards killed, in
the last ten years. That would tell us
that the scope for trade union activity
in the field of improvements in both
living and working conditions is enor-
mous.

The CNT is already involved i.n"that,
and i.n the struggle for higher wages,
but if it is to rebuild.'its greatness of
former years, it must not forget its
anarchist basis, which questions the
whole mode of capitalist production,
as a destructive force. And thatit is
unlikely to do.

D, L, M.

- 4- otherwise - as "the enemy".

States have always been known to re-'
serve the penalty of death for those
which each considered the most hein-
011$ Of Crimes; 1.8. those-{which men-
aced its own existence. Through hist-
ory, heresy, treason, witchcraft,
political deviation (usually presented
as 'treasonó), desertion in the face of
the enemy, piracy, murder, murder
of servants of the state (on or off duty).
conspiracy to murder or guilt by as-
sociation with a murderer, adultery,
have all been punished with death --
the list is endless and varies with
time, plgce. and public mood.

The private needthe
shocked law-abiding citizenh-as for
his desire for vengeance to be fulýlled
plays very little part in this ritualistic
sacrifice. Even when, as sometimes i
happens, relatives of the victim show S
no ill-will and express forgiveness,
the process of the law is inexorable.
On the other hand, should, by some
technicality (such as age) the law ac-
quit the obviously guilty, there is no
satisfaction for the bereaved. There
is the case of Craig and Bentley when
Bentley, probably innocent although an
accomplice, was hanged, since Craig
could not be hanged -- as Di'ckensi::e-
marks somewhere throu-gh,,o'ne of his
characters, "Better hang (wrong fel-
low than no fellow at all. " .

Theó growing vulnerability of a com-
plex centralised technological society
to the hi-jacker and thegbomber has
made states turn to that last desperate
refuge of the death penalty i.n order to
eliminate óterrorismó from their midst.
The very vagueness of: the termfmakes
legislation difficult and all too often
the óterroristô of today is the respected
elder statesman of tomorrow (e.óg.
Republic of Ireland, Israel, Algeria).
It is only the failed revolutions thatt
are deplored; in the same way that
only losers are tried for war crimes.

Success in terrorism has no virtue
in itself save appropriatenessr. and
technical skill. The Israelis at Enteb-
be exhibited the same skills as did the
Germans in releasing Mussolini or the
IRA in releasing various prisoners. Th
The military virtues~'t'.exercised in these
escapades, courage, óbbedience, loyal-
ty to ócausesó, punctuality, efficiency,
athleticism, are only minor virtues
and are capable of application in the
vilest of causes. They have no rela-
tion to the validity or truth or virtue
of the ócausesô they represent.

Capital punishment for óterrorismô
is self-defeating. Evenýzf the óterror-
istsó are not embued with a death-wish
(which finds some satisfaction in be-
longing to an organization) the provis-
ion of martyrs for the cause is sufficif_
ent i.n itself to consolidate the organiz-
ation and-rirmruit new talent heady for
vengeance. ~

The show-trial is one of the many
advantages that the state gets from
the public farce that many trials are
in essence and duly become. Trial
and sentences are only, in the words
of Admiral Byngós court-martial, óto
encourage the othersó. Angina, like
Nuremburg, was only a."demonstrati-
on of woe to the vanquished. Like
Nuremburg, Angola hade even to con-
vict some of the comparatively innoc-
ent and to create new international
laws in order to demonstrate the power
of the new State. There even had to
be 'a token American to satisfy Ameri-
caphobia.

Even if the accused refuse to co-
operate_with the court in their own
condenming, as the Murrays did, this
is no bar to the trial proceeding on its
ordained court. Alliqne has is the
satisfaction and dignity of not assist-
ing at oneós own condemnation.

One cannot feel utter pity forr;soldi-
ers, whose trade is for death. and
killing, if they die by the logic by
which they live. They at least have
their own personal facilities for death
and vengeance which they do not hesi- |
tate to use, no matter how slight the
preteMt.

One also feels that police and prison
warders have done little to deserve
the exclusiveprivilege (in many_ count-
ries) that their deaths in line ñof duty
be avenged by the execution of their
murderers and accomplices. Murder
i.n the commission of a crime or in the
course of escape is usuallyrcommitted
in a panic -- even innocent men have
been known to kill fromtfear of unjusti
fied punishment.

And when it comes to the method of
execution one can quibble about the
comparative humanitarianism of hang-
ing (the aim is to break the neck);
shooting (liable to human error);

-electrocution (not infallibly instantane-
ous) or other methods. But in the end
a life has been destroyed, as will be
the lives of Noel and Marie Murray
unless pressure can be brought.

Perhaps the greatest argument ag-
ainst capitahpunishment was made by
Dostoievsky, the Russian novelist {who
himself was condemned to death with a
mock execution) in his novel, The Idiot

"Well at all events it is a good thing
that there's no pain when the poor
fe11owós head flies off."

-"Doyou know, though, " cried the
prince warmly, "you madeó-ifihat re-
mark how, an d everyone says the
same thing, and the machine is de-
signed with the pmpose of avoiding
pai.n, this guillotine Imean; but a
thought came into my head then :
what if it be a bad plan after all?
You may laugh at myþdea, per-
haps - but I could not help its oc-
curring to me all the same. Now
with the rack and tortures and so
on - you suffer terrible pain of
course; but then your torture is
bodily pain -only (although no doubt
you have plenty of that) until you
die. But here I should imagine the
most terrible part of the whole

not the bodily pain W



at all - but the certain knowledge
that in an hour - then in ten minó-"

 3

B. I.|.li.utes, then in half-a-minute, then
-now - this very instant - your soul
.must quit your body and that you
will no longer be-ó:8 man - and this
is certain certain I That's the
point - the certainty of it. Just
that instant when you place your
head on the block and hear the iron
grate over your head - then t_h__at
quarter of a secondiis the most
awful of all.

"This is not my own fantastical
"opinion - many people have thought
the same; but I feel it so deeply
that I'll tell you what I think. I
believe that to execute a man for
murder is to punish him immeas-
urably more dreadfully than is
equivalent to his crime. A A mur-
der by sentence is far more dread-
ful than a murder committed by a
criminal. The man who is attack-
ed by robbers at night, in a dark

-wood, or anywhere, undoubtedly
s hopes that he;may yet escape un-
til the very moment of his death.
There are plenty of i.nstances~' I of
a man running away, or imploring
for mercy - at all Levents hoping
in some degree - even after his
throat was cut. But in the case of
of an execution, that last hope -
having which it is so immeasur-
ably less dreadful to die - is taken
away from the wretch and certain-

substituted in its placeó. There

I
FOR DISCONTENTED

SOLDIERS

SINCE TI-IE acquittal on 14 December
last year of 14 BWNIC supporters on
charges of (a) conspiracy to_disaffect
servicemen and (b) possessing seduct-
ive literature the campaign for British
Withdrawal from Northern Irelandl. has
not figured in the national press, al-
though at the end of the trial the trial
the participants announced their intent-
ion to intensify the campaign, and to
work for the formation of legitimate
trade unions within the forces.

Most people may have forgotten the
army's presence in the daily serialised
horror story from Belfast of killing by
civilians of civilians, one day because
they are protestant, the next because
they are catholic. But BWNIC has
come into press and print:'.~.again - with
an 18-page newsletter and a plea to
"read some of itl". The minutes of
the April general meeting and reports
of activities by BWNIC supporters and
anti-recruiting groups in diverse parts
of Britain show that some action has
been going on, as well as a lot of
thought and talk showing that BWNIC

is his sentence, and with it the ter- ,recognises that British withdrawal
rible certai.nf"", that he cannot pos-

isibly escape death - which, I con-
sider, must be the most dreadful
anguish in the world. "

This ódreadful anguishó has been ab-
andoned but the American Supreme
Court in its wisdom has decided that
execution is not óa cruel and unusual
punishmentó so 600 condemned prison-
ers now face anew the rope or the
chair. When will Holy Ireland drop

S this barbarous anachronism?
I

~Jack Robinson.
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now--FORD, REAGAN or CARTER?"

does not cure the ills of Northern Ire-
land ("Withdrawing the troops and end-
ing the Union cannot in themselves con-
stitute a 'solution'. We believe that
such actions are only the prerequisite
for any peaceful resolution of the con-
flict. . . ".) . Wider and deeper propos-
als may be expected from the addendum
to the Campaign's original (1973)
statement which is being prepared.
And supporters of and sympathisers
with the Campaign's work can join in
the discussion and share some of the
work (see Meetings notices in Contact
Column). I

(Immediately, an up to date issue of
the leaflet giving INFORMATION FOR
DISCONTEN'IóED SOLDIERS is avail-
able for distribution and reproduction
by any groups or individuals who can
use it. (This is the new edition of the
leaflet which was tried and found _1'_1_q1_:_
illegal by the Old Bailey jury. ) Obtain
it from BWNIC c/ o 5 Caledonian Road,
London N1 9DX.
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SOUTH AFRICA

After the slaughter of African stud-
ents at Soweto the South African gov-
ernment displayed an uncustomary
access of reasonableness in announc-
ing that they withdrew the edict that
teaching in black schools must be done
in Afrikaans as-I the "second language"
to the tribal tongue (insteadof English,-
the current "second language"). Pos-
sible danger to the regime resulting
from this has been averted by closing
black schools.

On July l0th-llth the Army put on a big
display and exhibition at Catterick Camp in
North Yorkshire. Three of us went along to
provide a counterpresence by giving out leaf-
lets which drew attention to I-he less savoury
aspects of Army life, the hypocrisy of the
idea that the Army exists for "our" defence,
the purpose of these public shows, and the way
they seduce and attract children.

We managed to distribute about I20-I50
I eafl ets in about five or ten minutes before we
were picked up. Most of the remaining leaf-
lets were 1-hen taken "as evidence. " We were
told we were infringing a byelaw of Catterick
Garrison, and may be charged. The pol-ice
weren't particularly hostile (civilian police)
but the Army MPs were quite nasiy. After we
had been escorted off the display area and
were walking away, a jeep of MPs drew up and
one of them shouted at us, "Don't go back on
the field I " in what may be described as a thr-
eatening manner.

. The display itself was horrific. Everywhere
there were military vehicles giving rides to
kids or with kids swarming over them, and sma-
Il arms displays manned by soldiers who gave '
the children brief instructions in aiming and
firing. The Royal Army Pay Corps had a shoot-
ing gallery with ash-1-rays as prizes. HQ
Squadron, 8th Signal Regiment, was running a
Noddy Train. Another attraction was "Gren-
ade throwing - 3 throws for 5p. "

Lessons leamed: (I) The place was pretty
full of civilian police, MPs, and soldiers eith-
er ln or out of unifomr. In other words leaf-
Ietfers were bound to get picked up.

(2) Despite this, we had
five or ten minutes of freedom in which each
of us got rid of 40-50 leaflets. For an event
of this size (80,000 people were expected to
attend the display over the weekend) we can't
have too many Ieafletters. What we need is
groups of IO or more, splitting up into 2s and
3s and operating for short periods in different
parts of the ground, on a reasonably coordinat-
ed basis. That way we would get more leaf-
lets out, and stand more of evading capture
(though maybe not much chance).

. (3) Future Ieafletters might
look up I-he byeiaws of the place where they're
leafletting, just to check. Likely as not,
I'here'II be a byelaw comprehensively prevent-
ing leafletting or propagandising, but it's wo-
rth |~'::_1ow'i'ng the situation before you go in.

Durham Anti-militarists
I7 Avenue Street
High Shincliffe
Durham
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FRANCEZ SPAIN

A Spanish antifascist, Pedro Astud-
illo, is in prisor-11 in the French prison
Fresnes, near Paris. His term waste;
end on January lst, 1976 but he is still
still kept in prison. The Spanish gov-
ernment has requested his extradition
forlhaving deserted the army i.n 1949
and for having stolen weapons in 1970,
in the very barracks where he had
served.

The French governmentd denies him
the status of political refugee. Two
French courts have granted the extradi-
tion, which means for Astudillo certain
death under horrible tortures_. for the
Spanish police and army have old;
scores to pay off as far as he is con-
cerned. ,

The only way to save Astudillo from
certain death is to have the French gov-
ernment reverse the courts' decision.
Astudillo's case must be widely public-
ised, The extradition of Astudillo
the hands of the executioners of the
Spanish state must not serve as a test
for the good relationship between the
French government and the post-Franco-

óist government. Astudillo has said :
"They won't have me alive!"

Free Astudillo immediately!

For solidarity and information, write
to his counsel: Maitre Boutonnet,
16, rue S®guier, 75006 Paris, France.

MEXICO

In Queretaro, a libertarian militant, -
Salvador Cervantes, has been arrested
and tortured by the police before being
imprisoned by means of faked confes-
sions. The aim of this detention is to
prevent the appearance of the paper he
edits, Voz Critica, and to separate
him from the workers and peasants
with whom he is engaged in fierce strug- I
gle against the state.

The Mexican anarchist federation asks Á S
libertarian com-rades to demand his re-
lease by writing to Antonio Calzada,
Govierno del Estado, Queretaro,
Mexico.

As we reported several months ago,
the country is wracked by police re-
pression of peants' land seizures, and '
industrial struggles. Libertarian mili
tants get a double dose, from the gov-
ernment and from the reformists of; the I
Mexican Communist Party.

ITALY. . . MARINI

On the 17th of July this year Giovanni
Marini hazlserved half of his prison
sentence for not letting himself be killed A
by a fascist squad. Under Italian law
Marini could now technically be releas-
ed on parole.

However, his spirited accusations a-
gainst the atrocities of the Italian penal ó
system will {probably be to his.èdisad-
vantage in obtaining release. Comrades
in Italy are; planning many demonstra-
tions and other means of showing their
support so as to obtain his freedom.

We again urge comrades to write_to
the representatives of the Italian State
in this. colm and show their disap-

We again urge comrades to write to
the representatives of the Italian State
in this country and show their disap-
proval of the prison sentence on Marini
and also stating that there can be no
reason for keeping Marini imprisoned
for anyllonger.

. . . The Price of Abstention

Squads of Communist Party have
been attacking anarchist groups in
Gragnana because of their successful
campaign against voting in the recent
elections. Gragnana is a traditionally
anarchist town and the PCI section
there has shown how although they
stand for pluralism in bourgeois demo-
cracy and for "freedom" of some sort
any deviation from the line laid down
by them will be dealt with harshly.
The comrades in Gragnana have stated
in Umanita Nova that they will not be
deterred from carrying on their work.

POLAND

Following the riots reported in" last
issue of FREEDOM seven workers
were put on trial in Warsaw on 16 July
charged under articles 127 and 220 of
the Polish-;Pe-nal Code for work stop-
pages and damage to State property.
(Under these articles the maximum
sentence is death.) Film shot by
police of the derailing of two locomo-
tives by the tractor workers of Ursus
was shown in the courtroom. The
rioters themselves are reported to
have said that their original intention
was to block the railway lines with
their tractors, but that when the pol-
iceremoved them, they began pulling
up the track instead. Many _were also
angered at the use of the word "hooli-
gan" in the official press.

The trial of workers from factories
i.n Ursus and Radom is the first of its
kind to have taken placef for several
years,ôand police barred the doors to ,
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prevent the entry of Sympathisers or
'fÁ1óe18'n Journalists. The seven Ursus
workers were sentenced to terms of
between 3 and five years, the highest,
5 year sentence being on a 21 ye ar-
old man, whose parents had worked
at the tractor factory beforeihim,

The trial of six others in Radom
(Where the Party headquarters was
burnt down, and where two strikers
had been crushed to death, reportedly
by a tractor trailer when attempting
to barricade the streets) was also
barred to observers. The sentences
on these six ranged from four to ten
years..-

Meanwhile many workers who took
part in the riots are reported to have
been sacked by the bosses or discip-
lined by factory tribunals consisting oi
loyal Party workers. The parents of
some of the young workers involved
have also been ; ordered to pay compen-
sation. Several other people put on
trial consequent to the food riots are
reported to have received "light sent-
ences".

ROMANIA

A new government edict from Buch-
arest has ordered bureaucrats to ans-
wer all correspondence within 40 days
of receipt, and urgent correspondence
within 20 days. of receipt. Penalties
will be ilnposed on officials who don't
answer within these time limits or who
give "superficial and bureacratio"
replies!

G.A.'R.I.'

Three members of GARI (Groupes
d'Action Revolutionnaire Internation-
aliste) are still in jail in France after
two years of investigation by the Court
of State Security. Now this extra-
ordinary court has decided that they
cannot be charged with political crimes
and has returned their dossiers to the
Assizes or common law court.

The three GARI members are Michel
Camilleri, Mario Ines Torres and
Jean-Marital?è-ouillonó. They have now
been joined by Bernard Reglat. After
two years it is still not known when
their trial will be held.

BUKOVSKY RALLY

SEVERAL HUNDRED people turned
up at Trafalgar Square on July 4th,
for a rally to bring attention to the im-
prisonment of political and religious
dissidents i.n psychiatric hospitals in
the USSR. Speakers on the platform
included Viktor Fainbergand Natalya
Gordanayevsk aya, who were both
imprisoned by the Russian authorities
for protesting in Moscow against the
invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968.
Fainberg served 5 years in a mental
hospital and Natalya 2 years in P145011-


























