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TWELVE PENCE

MAKING BRITAIN

SAFE FOR PROFITS

THERE CAN be no social justice in a
class society. Even with a Labour gov=-
ernment the people of this country are
having, and will increasingly in the next
two years, have to suffer public expend=-
iture cuts imposed upon them in order
to assist the employers' profits, Brit-
ain's economic recovery, we are told,
will be an export led one. Costs must
come down to make goods manufactured
here competitive with those of other
countries, To do this, the Labour gov=-
ernment has produced a package that re=-
duces its spending next year by £ 950mg-
Such a policy is going to hit those who
are in most need of help., It will in=-
crease the already high rate of unem-
ployment and put school leavers straight
into the dole queue. Essential social
needs like houses and hospitals will be
curtailed, so that the government can
go, cap in hand, to the International
Monetary Fund for a £ 9billion loan next
year,

All this having been done, the IFM re=-
gards these cuts as inadequate and now
the government is seeking a loan from
European bankers. One of these has
expressed their confidence in saying :
""Britain is now off our list of doubtful
risks, Today we would be happy to lend
directly to the government or a top qual-
ity name, """

All this has been done by a government
who are supposed to have a policy of
socialism, whereby the workers of
hand and brain share in the common
ownership of the means of production
and distribution, When, in fact, the
reality is that this control rests out-
side, in the hands of foreign bankers in
Europe and the IMF, This same policy
also has the support of the leadership
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"MORE CUTS, Denis, More cuts. "

3

of the trade union movement, The TUC
is now firmly tied to the coat tails of the

government with both Hugh Scanlon and
Jack Jones giving their support inorder
to avoid a tory government, Let's not
make any mistake about it, the trade
union leaders have kept the Labour
Party in power by supporting the very
measures which are going to badly af-
fect the members they are supposed to
represent and protect. The TUC has
become a sub-section of the govern=
ment, Their liaison committee meets
ministers on a regular basis and they
are consulted about policies. The
Labour Party has obviously learnt
from the days of Barbara Castle's "In
Place of Strife'', Then, they climbed
down and abandoned legislation which
would have virtually made unofficial
strikes illegal. Nowadays that sort of
legislation is not needed because of the
changed economic situation of the close
co-operation between the trade unions
and the government, The number of

days lost by strikes in the first six

months of this year is the lowest for
years. Rising unemployment and fear
of the sack are making the traditionally
militant workers think twice about dir-
ect action. The employers are having

things all their own way on the labour
front, But what has upset them is the
increage in the National Insurance Con-
tributions. In retaliation, the Confed-
eration of British Industry has refused
to encourage investment by companies,
Increased contributions and lack of in-
vestment will mean more people out of
work, But no one says the CBI and the
employers are holding the country to
ransom., No one does this because
power and wealth lie with the big corp-
orations who run and éontrol the biggest
part of industry. No one is going to
attack their 'investment strike' because
that would also mean an attack on the
profit motive system and the employ-
ers' power,

But the employers are helpless un-
less they have a willing labour force of
wage slaves, It is their skills and
work which turns raw materials into
goods, grows the food, and performs
all the services so necessary for to-
day's industrial society. It isn't mon-

ey that does this, nor the Labour gov-

ernment, but working people selling
their labour in order to gain a percent-
age of the wealth they have created to
live,

When the employers and governments
talk of economic crisis, it is of their
own making because they want to main-
tain their profit levels. The public's
welfare and amenities will always be
sacrificed to enable the continuation of
the rule.of money. Hard won social
benefits will be cut back and eliminated
so that an employer or a banker can
-feel confident they will make enough
profit from their investments. These
are the facts of life. On those terms
a crisis is always round the corner for
working people.
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THE MURRAYS' APPEAI

AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, the
Dublin Special Criminal Court, after
finding Noel and Marie Murray guilty of
the capital murder of Garda Michael
Reynolds in St, Anne's Park, Raheny,
Dublin, following a Bank raid in Killes-
ter last September, sentenced them to
hang on July 9th and denied them per-
mission to appeal; however, their law=-
yers appealed against this decision and
they were given leave to appeal. The
appeal proceedings started on July 26th
and lasted for three days,

There were strict security precautions

in the neighbourhood of the Four Courts
where the appeal was being heard ; these
included a metal detector at the head of
the corridor.leading to the courtroom,
The Murrays were taken to court from
their separate places of detention under
heavy Garda and military escort, Noel
Murray was guarded by two military
policemen and was in manacles. When
his counsel, Seamus Sorahan requested
that the manacles be taken off, so that
he oould consult with ks client in priv-
ate, the Chief Justice, O'Higgins, re-
fusegl the request.

The grounds of the appeal were:-
(1) The Special Criminal Court misdir-
ected itself in law in finding theMirrays

-guilty of eapital murder; (2)that in con-
struing the provisions of the Criminal
Justice Act, 1964, and in particular
Section 1 of it, the Special Criminal
Court = in holding that where a person

is guilty of the murder of a member of
the Garda Siochana /Irish State Police /
acting in the course of his duty, such a;
person is guilty of capital murder wheth-
er that person knows at the time that the
victim was a meniber of the Garda Sio-
chana acting in the course of his duty -
adoptedian unconstitutional construction

‘of the said section, or in the alternative,
if the said construction be correct in
law then the said construction is repug-

nant to the Constitution; (3) the verdict
of guilty of capital murder was against
the evidence and the weight of the evid-
ence; (4) that the Special Criminal
Court allowed other counts to be tried in
addition to the count of capital murder;
(5) that the Special Criminal Court
wrongly refused the several applications
for an: adjournment of the trial made on
the 16th day of the trial; (6) that Dist-
rict Justice Carroll, who was a member
of the Special Criminal Court which con-
victed the Murrays, had previously sat
as a member of another Special Crimin-
al Court which adjudicated on a trial in
which the Murrays and several other
persons were involved; (7) that when

Cont.tn P. 2.



PETRA
KRAUSE

PETRA KRAUSE, the left-wing ltalian milit-
ant whose case was described in the June 21st
and October 11th 1975 issues of FREEDOM is
still awaiting trial aofter 17 menths' imprison-
ment in Zurich, Switzerland. On 19th June
this year, together with another prisoner, Verr
ena Schob, she began a second hunger strike
in profest agairst the conditions in Swiss jails.
Her first hunger strike from September 17th to
October 4th last year failed to win any conc=-
essions ffom the prison authorities. At a recent
press conference by the Committee Against Sol-
itary Confinement (Komitee gegen die Isolatio-
nshaft), Petra Krause's own lawyer, RA Bernard
Rambert said: "This is the last weapon that our
clients can use now their many protests have
been rejected"”.

Verena Schob was arrested on October 20th
last year on an explosives charge shortly after
her return from India and, like Petra Krause,
her already precarious state of health has been
aggravated by the harsh conditions in the Zur-
ich prison. Petra Krause is facing charges of
arson, and weapon siealing and is a suspected
member of NAP, a group of left-wing activists
in Italy. For many years she has been involved
in social work and was a member of the pacif-
ist anti-bomb group, Anti-H. Both women have
been kept in solitary confinement since arrest
with all the physical and psychological conse-
quences that this involves. From March 13th
1975 at least 13 people have died in Swiss
_ prisons, many after hanging themselves while
being kept in isolation (though for many coun-
tries this is by means a large number). Petra
Krause is suffering from an eye disease and
from small fumours in various parts of the body
and may not survive unless she receives proper
medical treatment. Her lawyer has fried to ob-
tain permission for specialists fo visit her in
prison, but the request has been refused on the
usual security grounds.

The demands made by the two women when
beginning their hunger strike are modest
enough - abolition of solitary confinement,
permission fo fake oné hour's exercise in the
fresh air and fo be treated by a doctor of their
own choice, and withdrawal of the blinds from
their prison windows. In a joint statement they
also showed their concern for other prisoners,
especially foreigners who speak no German and
have no money. They cited examples of a Col-
umbian who, after 5 months' imprisonment, re-
ceived a copy of her indictment in German.
Not only could she not understand it, she had
no lawyer of money to obtain a translation. A
Turk, also without money or lawyer was unable
to inform her family of her imprisonment
because she could not pay for the cost of trans-
lating the letter from Turkish into German for
the benefit of the censor!

The Committee Against Solitary Confinement
has been frying to gather support for reform of
the prison system in Switzerland, where cond-
itions are said to be worse than in West Germ-
any, Solitary confinement in Zurich appears
to be the rule rather than the exception. The
Committee attacks the "absolutely indefensible
conditions" of both the district prisons and the
police barrack cells (where prisoners are init-
ially held). Under these conditions the prison-
ers can only enjoy one half hour in the open
air four times a week, and on holidays thecell

doors may stay shut for five days at a time.,
Then all they see of the outside world are the
hands of the warden pushing food through the
hatch. The prison group of the women's liber-
ation movement in Zurich points out that not
one common cell for women exists in the whole
canton and in Winterthur and Bulach prisons

it is not even permitted to go for a walk.

The address of the prison where Petra Krause
and Verena Schob are being held is, for letters,
Bezirksgefangnis, 8026 Zurich, Postfach 762;
for parcels, 8004 Zurich, Kanzleistr. 48. The
prison governer is Herr Ruegg (Gefangnisverwal-
tung des Bezirksgefangnisses Zurich, Kanzleistr.
8004 Zurich).
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POHLE

RALF POHLE, an alleged member of the Red
Amiy Fraction, being hunted by West German
police was arested recently in Athens, and the
West German government are trying to have
him extradited. A Committee forthe Liberation
of Ralf Pohle (87a Benaki Street, Athens 1435,
Greece; telephone Athens 636 896) has been
formed, and they held a demonstration on Fri-
day July 30th at which the Greek police made
many arresis.

Rumours have been spread that many members
of the Red Army Fraction are in Greece. It is
not known whether this is true or not, but the
police are using it to harrass members of the
anarchist movement who are taking part in the
Committee. A law was passed a few days before
the demonstration rendering supporters of “ter-
rorists" liable to a charge of complicity, with
a penalty of ten years imprisonmenft. The police
are trying fo involve the whole anarchist move-
ment in Greece in a terrorist conspiracy for the
liberation of Ralf Pohle and the overthrow of
the social order.

At the moment the Greek government is try-
ing fo get info West Germany's good books as
they are making efforts fo get info the Common
Market and Germany is resisting for fear of
being flooded with Greek immigrant labour in
a time of falling employment. The Greek anar-
chist movement needs solidarity in all forms,
particularly demonstrations outside Greek em-
bassies

VALPREDA

EIGHT PEOPLE, including the former
head of the Italian Ministry of Defence's
counter-intelligence service, have been
sent for trial in Rome on charges aris-
ing out of the bombing of a Milan bank
in December 1968,

This is the bombing which killed six-
teen and for which Pietro Valpreda was
put on trial, and during investigations
for which Pinelli fell or was pushed to
his death, Valpreda and others are
still only on provisional liberty awaiting
trial, '

It is alleged that the whole affair was
part of a 'strategy of tension' when
outrages were carried out by right-
wingers, blaming the left, with some
official connivance and backing, Offi-
cials allegedly provided a cover=-up
campaign preventing the judiciary from
investigating the affair, General Vito
Micelli, involved in these plots, is
claiming parliamentary immunity.

LIFE
EARTH?

Dateline: Planet Utopia

AFTER MINOR problems like preven-
ting people exercising power over
others, eliminating war and violence
and seeing that all our people had en-
ough food, clothing and shelter, we of
Utopia decided to make an exploration
of the planet Earth, not for any purpose
of espionage, conquest or exploitation
but just to satisfy our curiosity. As
we sit and look#zat Earth glowing in the
sky at night we have wondered if it was
inhabited by thinking beings like our-
selves,

We observed that the Earth was green
with vegetation and there was a great
deal of water so that food could not be
a problem and there would be no prob=-
lem provided their mental development
was up to the level of ours.

Our more advanced philologists pick=
ed up messages from earth indicating
in their strange “tongue - they actually
use speech produced by their mouthg,
Iips and throats .- that this food was
blocked in its circulation by money,
which seems to be a sort of metal (and
sometimes paper) which ingsome cases
effectively provides a barrier, stopping .
food getting to the people who need it,

It is, according to our philologists,
unlikely that the inhabitants of earth
are human in'the sense that we under-
stand it, It is possible they are a
species of vermin without the purpose-
fulness or capacity of vermin for co=-
operation., It is possible that they
were parasites upon some human host
who died of their venom, but there is
evidence that they constantly make
war on each other for the sake of dif-
ferences of colour, say red and white,
green and orange, black and white,
and are perpetually ready to kill each
other, unlike animals, for the sake of
disagreements,

In the course of their long agitations
they have succeeded in almost making
the Planet uninhabitable with gaseous
discharges which almost reach to this

planet,

It was decided on the mo#st careful

. pesearch that there was no life, as we

in Utopia know it, on the planet Earth
and that therefore there was no pur-

pose in visiting it,
Jack Spratt.



FISH IN THE WATER

"Many people think it impossible for
guerillas to exist for long in the ene-
my's rear. Such a belief revealslack
of comprehensionnf’ the relationship
that should exist between the people
and the troops. The former may be
likened to water and the latter to the
fish who inhabit it. How may it be
said that these two cannot exist to-
gether? It is only undisciplined
troops who make the people their
enemies and who, like the fish outof
its native water, cannot live."

THIS, ONE OF the golden thoughts of Chair-
man Mao on guerilla warfare, has been echoed
by other guerilla leaders like Guevara and
Giap and been accepted almost as gospel by
the revolutionary Left ever since. Apartfrom
the fact that like all generalisations it is false
there is one danger in accepting this gospel
that is nearly always overlooked, and that is
the fact that it has been used by governments
in the past to introduce oppressive measures
against innocent non-combatants under the
guise of crushing insurgency. Guevara him-
self paid with his life for taking this fish-water
analogy too literally but even long before his
death it had been disproved in a situation
much nearer home.

Following the establishment of the Irish Free
State a war developed between the IRA and
the Free State troops. At that time the IRA
claimed, and with some justification, that the
they had widespread support throughout Ireland
and using the Irish countryside as a base they
launched a campaign of rural guerilla warfare
against the Free State troops. The result of
that campaign was that the IRA was crushed by
regular forces directed by a government that
was prepared to use ruthless methods. Yet if
we are prepared to accept the ideas of another
of our modern theorists of guerilla warfare,
Marighella (a theorist much admired by the
Provisionals), the opposite ought to have hap-
pened, i.e. the climate of repression intro-
duced by the government ought to have guaran-
teed the survival of the IRA. |

ARTHUN. Moy 5‘=_q

"WHAT YOU'RE SAYING, AS I UN-
DERSTAND IT, IS THAT I .SHOULD
WORK HARDER, EAT LESS AND
HELP THE COUNTRY BY SACKING
MYSELF."

LETTERS

One significant cause of the failure of the
IRA_was that it often requisitioned transport or
other necessities "in the name of the people"
or forcibly billeted its irregular forces in
farmhouses and cottages and expected the peo-
ple, often poor enough themselves, to feed
and bed the guerillas. (How often has this
been done by regular forces in hostile territory
in mapy theatres of war, and are we therefore
to consider the inhabitants of such occupied
terrory as supporters of foreign troops?)

It is undeniable that republican and loyalist
paramilitaries do have a measure of support in
certain areas of Belfast at the present timebut
it is important o recognise that paramilitaries,
more often than not, exist in a sea of apathy,
and to attempt to analyse the nature of the
support given which fluctuates in degree ac-
cording to the circumstances of the moment,
but which is mainly passive and not active.

There have been very muny cases in Belfast
where people living in loyalist or republican
areas have been forced to store arms and ex~
plosives under the threat of execution.
Houses have been taken over, the occupiers

ISRAEL

The letter from Gabriel Javsicas published in
the last issue of FREEDOM (24th July) presum-
ably refers to an article included in the issue of
May 1st about the work undertaken by Meragin
Arab-Israeli co-operation ("General Strike
Against Zionism"). Mr Javsicas berates FREE-
DOM, as an anarchist paper, for publishing
such "cheap communist propaganda”, but it is
hard to detect the remotest understanding of
anarchism in the criticisms and assertions he
makes.

To begin with he sees Israel as a democratic,
free state with "anarchic communes" and full
rights for its ethnic minorities. Leaving aside
the argument as to whether a state can really
be democratic or can bestow any kind of real
freedom, this is an extraordinarily naive pict-
ure. Moreover, it is simply untrue.

For one thing, there isa difference between
anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism. Anti-semitism
is racialism; anti-Zionism is opposition to Jew-
ish nationalism which has turned a blind eyeto
the need for Israel to develop towards a fully

multi-racial community. This will not be easy,

but it is realistic, and in the long run it will be
in the interests of the Jewish people as muchas
the Arabs. In the meantime, to deny discrimin-
ation is just dishonest.

During my own stay in Israel | was, in fact,
not only made aware of discrimination against
the Arab population but against the Sephardi
Jews as well, whose origins and culture are
zloser to the Arabs than fo the Ashkenazi Jews

of northern Europe. Now the continuing expro-

priation of land farmed by the Arabs, especial-
ly in Gallilee and the Negev, the riots in
March and the sacking of many Arabs from their
jobs is a strange sort of freedom; not can it be
of much comfort to the Arabs concerned to'know
that Czechoslovakia is a totalitarian state!

One gets the feeling that Mr Javsicas would
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been locked in a room, and the house used as

a pesitioh for sniping or for the assembly of
bombs. Men have had their cars hijacked and.
their wives and children held as hostages while
a bomb has been placed in the car and the
driver ordered to place the car in the vicinity
of a s'electe,d target. Only after these orders
have been carried out are the hostages rel eased.

In the light-of these facts it is nonsensical to
assert that all of the ghetto areas in Belfast are
terrorist havens. And who are loudest in such
assertions ?- ; None“other than lan Paisley and
his "final solution" followers who want the

“army te invade catholic areas and “flush out
the IRA". The existence of loyalist terrorism
(and it was loyalists and not republicans who
introduced terrorist tactics into the present
conflict even before 1969) is conveniently for=
gotten and the excuse offered is nothing more:
than a variation of the fish-water analogy of

Chairman Mao.

The fish-water analogy can thus be seen to
be a double edged weapon and even when it is
used by the urban guerillas themselves it needs
to be borne in mind that it can be used to con-.
ceal much more than it reveals. It is one of
the many revolutionary illusions that libertari~
ans can well dispense with and rely instead up-
on their customary practice of thinking for
themselves.

H. B.

call anyone anti-semite who dared to criticise
the policies of the Israeli government, and one
can only regret that he has failed to learn any-
thing from his reading of anarchist publications.
Torattack racialism in Israel is not to be anti-
Jewish, any more than to attack racialism in
America or Russia is to be anti-American or
anti=Russian, or to attack certain Palestinian
policies is to be anti-Palestinian,

Zionism began with Herzl as an understand-
able form of nationalism - the longing for a
homeland for a persecuted people, who return-
ed to Palestine with high ideals and grett
courage., But the Zionist state has repaid injus-
tice with injustice, and the tragic diaspora of
the Palestinians was never inevitable. If Mr
Javsicas can find no sympathy for the joint in-
itiative being taken by a few Jews and Arabs
in fighting, as Merag puts it, for "equal distr-
ibution of available resources and. equality of
human, civil and political rights to all individ-
vals and all communities”, then that is his pro-

blem and not ours.

G.F.
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COLLECTIVES IN THE SPANISH REVOLUTION
Gaston Leval, 368pp. Cloth £ 4(48p) $10
Paper £ 2 (42p) $5
.LESSONS OF THE SPANISH REVOLUTION
Vernon Richards 240pp. Cl. £ 1.50(48p) $4
Paper £ 0.75(42p) $2
ABC OF ANARCHISM, Alexander Berkman
32pp 25p (11p) 75¢
ABOUT ANARCHISM, Nicolas Walter 32pp
15p ( 6p) 40c ..
ANARCHISM AND ANARCHO-SYNDICAL-
ISM, Rudolf Rocker. 48pp  20p (9p) 65c¢c
ANARCHY, Errico Malatesta, 54pp
25p ( 9p) 75¢ .
BAKUNIN & NECHAEV, Paul Avrich,32pp
20p ( 9p) 65¢
THE STATE, ITS HISTORIC ROLE, Peter
Kropotkin, 56pp. 20p ( 11p) 65¢

- NEITHER EAST NOR WEST, sel. writings
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1939-48 M. L. Berneri 192pp.35p (16p) $1
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