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NOEL MURRAY

DAYS LEFT

ONLY 10

THE LATEST INFORMATION we have
received on the fate of the two Dublinan-
archists, Marie and Noel Murray, is
that Noel has asked to withdraw his app-
eal to the Supreme Court. If this court
decides to accept his request when itsits
on October 1st, Noel Murray will have
between ten and eighteen days left to live.
Because he is being kept completely out
of contact with the outside world at Cur -
ragh Military Detention Camp, we have
no knowledge of Noel's reasons for with-
drawing his appeal, and similarly there
is no information whatever concerning
Marie, held under the same conditions
at Mountjoy Gaol.

The physical and psychological brutal-
ity to which the three accused were sub-
jected on arrest and up to their trial is
still continuing. In spite of the Dublin
Government's assurance over Radio Eir-

Noel Murray escorted by police July 30,76,

eann that the Murrays were enjoying all
possible privileges, they are actually be-
ing held under conditions so stringent
that they confravene the United Nations
convention on the detention of prisoners.
Unable to receive any visits and letters
whatsoever, except from Noel's parents,
both over seventy and in poor health, in
conditions of solitary confinement incon-
demned cells, without newspapers, radio
or books, the Murrays are thought to be
unaware of the defence campaigns now
underway in their favour in most Europ-
ean countries.

At last week's (September 10th) pack-
ed public meeting of the London Defence
Committee, Marie McMahon outlined
the worsening situation in the 26 count-
ies. British police complicity in this
state of affairs is clearly illustrated by
the fact of Ms McMahon s' three hour

detention on arrival at London airport,
and her subsequent surveillance by the
Special Branch for the duration of her
stay.

With the passing last week of the Em-
ergency Powers Act in almost its entir-
ety, the Dublin government has complet-
ed another giant step towards the forma-
tion of a police state in which all freed-
om of expression ceases to exist. At
least eight members of the Dublin Defen-
ce Committee have been arrested for try-
ing to publicise the case through leaflet-
ting and flyposting, in the face of the wall
of silence and censorship constructed a-
round it. Faced with harassment of this
Kind a group has no option other than to
channel more and more of its energies
into simply defending itself. In spite of
this the Dublin Defence Committee is
still active and has called for two Inter -
national days of action, on the 8th and
21st of October. A torch light march
from Marble Arch to Kilburn is being
planned in London for the 8th. Watch out
for further details. Meanwhile the picket
of the Irish Embassy,17 Grosvenor Place
S.W.1., each Saturday between 10 and
12 am, and the Allied Irish Bank, Kilb-
urn High Road, between 2 and 4 pm Sat-
urday afternoons, continues and urgently
needs your support. The regular weekly
meeting of the London Defence Committee
is held every Friday night at Rising Free
138/142 Drummond Street, N.W. 1.

Reporting the case hasbeen effectively

silenced by the Dublin Government's pro-
secution of the Irish Times and Hibernia
for contempt of court by publishing crit-
icism of the Murrays' trial. Using this
and earlier press reports, a pamphlet
presenting the background to the Murrays'
case has been published in Dublin. Called
""No Hanging Here" it is available from
Rising Free, also the address (Box 2)for

all correspondence.

In its attempt to quietly returncapital
punishment to the 26 counties, widespr-
ead publicity about the case is what the
Dublin government must fear most. Hopes
that the British press, including the Left
press, would break its own virtual silen-
ce over the Murrays, beginning with a
lead article in the Sunday Telegraph last
week, were severely set back when that
paper failed to appear through an indust-

rial dispute. PW & RS

Marie Murray escorted by police July 30th,
"We are anarchists.We have no interest in

the state except to abolish it," Statement in
court, May 20,1976,

SUPPORT THE
DEFENCE

COMMITTEE

The objects of the Murray Defence
Committee:

® The total abolition of capital
punishment

® To ensure that the sentence of
death is not carried out on the
Murrays or any other Irish
citizen

® To secure the establishment of
an independent commission to
enquire into all the circumst-
ances surrounding the arrest,
charging and sentencing of the
Murrays to death

® To endeavour to have the trial
of the Murrays reopened on the
grounds of natural justice and
human rights and that fresh
scientific evidence not hitherto
offered in Irish courts be ad -
mitted for the purposes of re-
considering the issues involved
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THE SACRIFICIAL BLOCK

TEN YEARS AGO the National Union of
Seamen took on Harold Wilson's Labour Gove-
rnment in a struggle in which, not only the
kept press took every opportunity to attack the
union and ifs leff-wing members, but also
Wilson himself gave the newshounds plenty of
copy with his "tightly knit group of politically
motivated men" speech. That strike, the un-
ion's first official strike since 911, was suppo-
sed to have "blown the economy off course"
and led to the devaluation of the pound |15 mon-
ths later. That's as may be , but in fact, the
strike did not have such a damaging effect on
the economy as was predicted. Ships, once
they had been unloaded by the dockers, were
allowed by them to be moved and so prevented
any big blockage of ports. Exporters found
foreign ships to carry their goods, and oil com-
panies used only foreign registered tankers to
bring in the much-needed oil to keep the econ-
omy going. But the sirike did add another
£ 25 million to the balance of payments for the
second quarter of the year,

That is why this year's strike could be so
harmful . It will also, if it comes off, affect
the value of the already weak Pound.

However, all that is really beside the point.
The seamen had voted for industrial action to
press their claim for a £6 a week increase.
They felt cheated by the twelve months clause
of the social contract. Their last agreement
ended last January with a second part increase
from an arbitration award granted in July 1975,
The £ 6 pay limit started only 29 days after
that arbitration award.

Since then we have had the TUC and the
government working together to hold their
Social Contract intact. And, in the same
week as the seamen's union opts for industrial
action, the trade unions vote to renew this
TUC government collaboration.

It really shows just how good a Labour gove-
rmment is for capitalism and the profit motive.
Under a tory government it would be very un-
likely, if not impossible, for their cabinet to
secure this degree of co-operation. The lead-
ers of TUC, including the so-called milifants
Scanlon and Jones, have delivered up the
trade union movement on the sacrificial block
of profit. The worker is tied hand and foot

while the employers are given a free hand.We
now have the sort of situation that the trade
unionists in Sweden have faced for something
like forty years. The trade unions, through
their central body have become the agents of
the State. As trade unionists we no longer
belong to independent organisations where we
can decide on policy and how our affairs are
conducted. All that has been taken from us,
not by the terrible tories, but by the very
people the same trade unionists put info power.

We now witness the TUC leaders telling the
seamen what they can have. The seamen have
first to jump the TUC"s fence before they can
negotiate with the employers. They have not
only the government and the employers fo con-
tend with but also the opposition of the TUC.

But how nice and cosy life has become for
the august leaders of the trade unions! We
now have, we are tcld, "our people in power,’
work together and we can build a better life,
socialism, a just society or whatever you like
to call it. That's what we are told. But it
means that everything must be sacrificed in
order to strengthen our economy, balance our
payments, and increase the profits of the emp-
loyers.

But anarchists have always pointed out that
trade unions as organisations are not vehicles
of social change. They will not affect the
social and economic relationship we now have
in society. And, in fact, they are doing their
best to keep them intact. They, like the emp-
loyers and the government, want working peo-
ple to work harder to increase their producti-
vity and for their members o collaborate in
their own exploitation.

Whether the TUC is just managing fo keep to
keep the lid on and prevent the pot from boil-
ing over, remains to be seen. But what is
needed is a revolt from below. The seamen's
vote for industrial action is a sign, be it only
a small one, of the general unrest among
working people. That unrest needs to grow
info a genuine revolt against the TUC collab-
oration and against the system that brings this
sort of collaboration about. We as workers are
not just producers of profit for a minority, but
we also have the skills and the ability to create
a free society where the means of production
and distribution are controlled by the people
who actually do the work and then production
can benefit and supply the needs of the whole
of society. P.T.

Save your services®

AFTER THE CONSTANT PROPOSALS FOR
CUTS in public spending, and, yet more cuts
in public spending ( the wonderful formula for
increasing investment in private enterprise ) it
was surprising fo see, in the first half of this
year, the dynamic staff association's ( to desc-
ribe NALGO as a union would seem to be a
misuse of the word) "Save Your Services” com-
paign get under way.

Despite the appallingly low level of campai-
gning being carried out by NALGO, and esp-
ecially by the IS ginger-group, Nalgo Action
Group ( the level of naise is high, but the qua-
lity leaves much to be desired ), the campaign
must be supported. However, the type of supp-
ort given by anarchists and libertarians should
not consist of hopeless rearguard activities of
the type being practised by the IS gloom-mong-
ers. We should take this as an opportunity for
pin-pointing the many bad aspects of local gov-
ernment and aim for, at least, a temporarily
better situation before moving on to a situation
where the services really do belong to the peo-

ple.
THE PRIVATE INVESTMENT ARGUMENT

The reason why the British industrial economy
is in a mess, as the politicians and industrialists
would have us believe, is that there is too much
public expenditure. The real reason is that
these idiots who pretend to be capable of runn-
ing our affairs for us are just incompetent. Sev-
eral decades of heavy investment in property
and in other non-productive investment abroad
have ensured that British industry has reached
the remarkably backwards stage of development
in which it now finds itself. For these same
incompetents to pretend that if public expend-
iture were to be cut that same money saved
would be used to invest in private industry is
lunacy, and they know it.

Unfortunately, we are also "blessed" with a
remarkably stupid left-wing organisation known
as IS. Their brand of lunacy consists in preten-
ding that the present economic crisis is the same
sort of crisis that we had in the 30's. The nine
days of the General Strike are the dream and

utimate solution of the crisis as far as the budd-
ing IS militants are concerned. Theyare noted
for addressing NALGO meetings and alienating
most association members with a lot of boring
codswallop about the 30's.

The public services existing now, however,
just did not exist in the 30"'s.The public services
have come info being after many efforts by the
labour movement fo guarantee the right to live
for people in a world where the only guarantee
to life was the availability of lots of money.
Exactly how the provision of the services was
achieved, and their shortcomings, have been
criticised by anarchists in the past. However,
we cannot deny that the public services such as
housing, and the previously free national health
service, benefit those who cannot afford to pay
out the money required for the right to live, as
would be necessary if the govermment and their
lunatic city-friends get their way.

Furthermore, to suggest that the public serv-
ices are unproductive and , therefore, not worth
saving ( the implicit argument behind the city-
men's campaign ) would seem to deny that wor-
kers ( producing nutritious steel bars, cars and
machinery to be used in other industrial proce-
sses ) need shelter, need to have their teeth
fixed, need to have their bodies, mis-shapen
by industrial exploitation put into shape.

LIBERTARIAN ACTION

The way that these services are run leave a
lot to be desired. The low standard of service
orovided fo the public is also reflected in the
manner in which the lower-paid employees are
treated. The fact that in local government de-
partments there are "Directors” eamning £ 10,000
a year and more, should not blind the public
from the fact that there exist over-worked clerks
and typists on £ 2,000 a year, if they are lucky.
It may also surprise some people to learn that
some local government employees sweep the
streets, collect the garbage, and dispose of your
shit and industry's shit. These "unproductive”
workers are helping to stop you catching cholera.

continued over page:
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ARTHUR MQOYSE On

Robert Heller is a man cast in the mode mana-
gerial . Impeccably tailored, tall, slim and
well-groomed, with heavy-rimmed spectacles
that can break the spirit with but a single sight-
less glance, he is the editor of the economic
magazine Management of which | can claim
to be among ifs longest non-readers. | will
read Punch, Queen and the Morning Sun but all
those graphs and columns of figures, sexless and
Lewis Carrolish, are strictly for night readings
for failed clerks - for all the millionaires | know,
and | never knew one, not one of them ever

read an economic magazine for they were always

too busy making the second illegal million. To
you, the world's common clay, Robert Heller is.
that financial expert who fades onfo and away
to on your television screens whenever the £ is
in danger or we, the proletariat, go bolshie and
won't "Dig for Victory”, and Robert, looking
like a healthy version of Robin Day, gives out
the message of doom for the west in relation to
the dollar, and we shiver and giggle and wait
for Kojak to breath "Who loves you baby" into
the dying face of the Mafia hood - but to me
Bob is Mr Heller and | meet him in Angela Flo-
wers' Soho Gallery among the drinks and Molly
Parkin's hat feathers, and ever the fool in the
face of danger, | explain the western world's
economic plight and its solution to him, and in
a quiet flat voice he hands me the onswers com-
puter style and | am beaten, for it is like cffem-
pting fo argue with an Irish Nationclist or
Jehova's witness, the answers hove been honed
over the years and as they do not relate to real-
ity it is impossible to find a question or an ans-
wer that have anything in common,

This month sees the publication of Robert
Heller's "The Naked Investor" Weidenfeld
(£5.25) and | would be lying if | said that |
had read it or even intended to read it for the
second page of Karl's Das Kapital still lies
unturned somewhere under my bed, and with the
beginning of the season's wrestling starting at
the Albert Hall life is too short for trivialities
no matter how plecsant. | have little, nay no,
faith in economic experis for, to me, they
always appear to work from hindsight and their
varied opinions cancel soch other's out, and
every time a high-rise block of flats, a bridge
or a bank collapses, or an old woman or child
dies through medical treatment, then is heard
the sound of the expert explaining why the
other experts went wrong.

Every Social Democratic government appears
to me to have been destroyed by its permanent
corps of experts, and this has surely been the

The Starving Rich

tragedy of the militant left in government that
the bonny fighter at the barricades has found
himself the bound creature of the State's board
rooms and the dreams, fashioned and fired in
the slums of the heartland, become dry dust to
be pecked and parsed and rejected by the ex-
perts.

Heller is not speaking to you and me comrade

for we are the tools of the class for whom he
speaks - the Naked Investors - for he talks of
people with a weekly wage of about £1,000
in America and £ 200 a week in Britain, and
with my take home pay of £40 a week we are
two entirely different people, shadowed by the
same flag, buried in the same soil, but in our
lives and our life styles as apart as the black
and white South Africans,

"How were you ruined? Lending to
or borrowing from SLATER-WALKER?"

- ;-- ........

Pt GO 7T, .

Heller sees his society as a great solid, wea-
Ithy , middle-class strata, aware of their social
responsibilities and intelligent enough to be
allowed to keep back most of the profits from
their investments, for this, says Heller, is the
seed corn and the State that takes away these
profits and uses it for vast programs of public
works is destroying ifs own society. Like most
spokesmen for the middle classes Heller accepts
the teachings of Keynes, but only in the time
of past recessions, for when the living is high
on the hog then the middle class must have the
first, longest and biggest bite, for there is felt
to be no need for industrial pump priming not
even with a 1,250,000 unemployed. If | do
30b Heller wrong then let him forgive me, but

it is he who writes that the State takes more
and more money and "returns less to the saving
classes than to the lower income groups" and
writing as one of the "lower income" groupies
excuse me for laughing like a drain.

It is easy to dismiss Keynes and Galbraith's
The Affluent Society as no longer relevant but
then comrades, sense and sensibility never was
the fashionable mode. OFf course, there is
much sense in many of the things that Heller
writes but a collection of obvious commonsen-
se statements become no more than an intellec-
tual folly when assembled on an unsound premise
and his unsound premise is to advocate that the
health and wealth of this nation lies in the po-
ckets of a speculating middle class. This is his
society as | assume he sees it, and not having
read his book | am probably completely falsi-
fying his position, but | see our future as a
society as an agrarian one with major heavy
industries and various light industries in a sec-
ondary role. With a fertile soil, nationwide
storage of food and raw materials, economic
inflation is a sick joke for no one, not even the
Irish politicians can cure it, for it will only
burn itself out when the surplus of food and raw
materials of the world begin to refill the ware-
house of the world.

To indulge in world markets is to indulge in
national suicide , and if in 1945 our society
had seen to its own fields and then its factories,
we would have no problems in 1976. | am not
talking of some weekend footsie-tootsie comm-
une but the way the living of 50,000,000 could
have been salvaged. We are among the world's
beggars, cap-in-hand to the international ban-
kers on behalf of our parasitical middle-class
and their tainted seed com., The history of man
is the history of the peasants in the valley and
the court high up in the castle, and for centu-
ries they in the castle have taken the food from
out of the valley telling us that without the
intellectual elite within the castle we could
not feed ourselves.

Comrades, in our lifetimes, over half the
world has learned by death, by fire and by .
bloody war, that the earth and the fruit of the
earth is our common heritage and that we need
no dictat from the castle o grow and share and
eat the fruit of our own labour. Robert Heller
speaks for a class whose only claim to attention
is that within these islands they still hold the
key to the seed com and their price for turning
that key is that we shall continue to surrender
the fruits of that seed com.
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Not only must anarchists and libertarians want

to save services but they must work towards better

public services (i.e. services run by and for the
people). Colin Ward, in his book, Housing: an
anarchist approach quotes Derek Fox (Director
of Housing of the London borough of Hammer-
smith) as saying (in criticising Ann Richardson's
schemes for tenont representation): "These pro-
posals seem to be essentially methods of improv-
ing communication with and representation of
tenants, from the top (i.e. housing committee)
downwards, rather than building up from the
bottom (individual estates); a method of allow-
ing tenants self-managemert of theirown estates, "
The implication is obviously that participation
by the public must take account of public init-
iative and not that the public merely carry out
the wishes of a housing committee.

This aged trendy does not seem fo realise that
similar concepts should apply to the running of
his own department as well. The Hammersmith
housing deparitment’s shop steward committee
has already clashed with the trendy director
over seven underpaid, overworked clerical ass-
istants, and is in the middle of another clash
with him over o proposed "temporary" empire-
building scheme for his two power-hungry assist-
ant directors, and an O&M review which app-
eared out of the blue.

On both these occasions the shop stewards
committee has fought the director over the issue
of an attempted cutting down of jobs ( and thus
services ) in the areas in which the people emp-
loyed were less likely to complain. ['m glad to
say he lost the first struggle and, we believe,
will lose the next one too. The result has been

an increase in interest taken by clerks and typ=-
ists in the running of the department and slowly
but surely Derek Fo x is being forced to negoti-
ate with people whom he had previously dismi-
ssed as irrelevant,

It is interesting fo note that in the struggle
for adequate pay for the clerical assistants men-
tioned above the union branch merely encoura-
ged these people to take the official channels
( a laborious technique which guarantees that
grievances are hardly ever dealt with). The
shop stewards committee, however, was instru-
mental in forcing the union to support an uno-
fficial partial strike. Hence the quickest dispute
ever seen in Hammersmith NALGO's history was
resolved in three weeks.

continued on page 6:






















































