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Both the Manchester and Bolton Murray Def-

ence Groups have been involved in activities
recently. On the 21st October.the Manchester
group organized a picket outside the Irish Tour-
ist office in Manchester.

Cn Saturday 23rd October, the Bolton group
performed its street theatre play in both Oldham
and Burnley as part of its programme of public-
ising the Murray case in the North West. Fairly

large crowds were attracted by the performances
which enabled us to leaflet.

The original intention was # hold it between
5 and 6 pm, however it was abandoned after
45 minutes due to threats from the police. Des-
pite this the pi cket was a success—the manager
shut up shop shortly after we arrived.

The idea behind the play is twofold - firstly
it attracts a crowd who can be leafletted, and
secondly we can carry out protest actions in
towns where there is no Irish bank or Aer Lingus

office O DT

' ANARCHY’ IN
THE LORDS

The ""Mother of Parliaments' is having
one of its periodic crises. A small tight-
lv knit group of politically motivated in-
dividuals is disrupting its smooth funct-
ioning. The Government has a backlog of
legislation on such matters as the nation-
alisation of the aircraft and ship building
industries, abolition of pay beds in NHS
hospitals, the Dock Work Regulation Bill,
etc. If these bills have not gone through
their full complement of readings, com-
mittee  stages, etc. before the end of this
Parliamentarv session then they are aut-
omaticallv lost and the Labour Partv must
go back to the beginning in their endeav-
ours to create their own brand of utopia.
Their progress is being slowed by guer-
illa tactics in the House of Lords.

These sgquabbles ill'lminate several of
todav's issues. The government does not
have any great interest in contentious -
matters, except, of course, those artif-
icial ones which can be given their brief
flurrv in the media in order to create an
impression of bustle, debate, etc.However,
there is pressure tfrom the left wing, the
constituencies and so on. And these bills
have now gone too far for them quietly to
vanish in the manner of most election st-
atements. The Tories, of course, have
the great advantage of being in opposition.
This means that they merely have to pro-
duce shrill noises on anv convenient sub-

iects, the current fashion beingtodemand’

cuts in public expenditure 1T feel thatthis
is a verv realistic attitnde A massive
fall in the standard of living, a comple-
mentary rise in unemplovment, the smack
of firm government, all this would no
doubt, convince the various speculators,
whose opinion is vital, that Something
Was Being Done About The Economv.

So the overall result is that opposition
is orchestrated in the Lords, which has
a Conservative majority and the billsare
delayed. The ealm statesmanlike attitude
of those in the Upper House (a revealing
name) is seen to be curbing these wild,
Marxist-inspired schemes. The Times
(a "qualitv newspaper'') points out thatby
this means a Government which wasonly
elected by a minority of the electorate
(in this case 28%) can be prevented from
foisting unpopular legislation on us. The
democratic nature of the Lords is, after
all, widely respected. And their stabil-
ising influence is illustrated by the com-
plete lack of delaying tactics when a res-
ponsible Conservative government is in

office (for example in 1970 with 30% of
the electorate behind them).

All of this is, of course, mere surface-
show. Most, if not all, of the legislation
will be passed by the simple expedient of
extending the parliamentary session. And
I'm sure that one of the last things that the
Conservative Party want at the moment is
to be forced actually to govern. Currently
there is much talk of a coalition (or "nat-
ional government''). Harold Macmillan is
revived, like a golden 78, to give support
to the idea on television and is given the
standard elder statesman treatment in
the next morning's papers. Evidently pol-
itical commentators are so bemused by
their own rhetoric that they cannot rec-
ognize a case of senility when they seeit.
And these arguments gloss over the fact
that we have been ruled by a coalition for
years. A coalition of politicians, financ-
iers, trade union officials, and so on.

And now let us look at one of these in-
cipient pieces of law in more detail: the
nationalization of the aircraft and ship-
building industries. First, aircraft. Itis
obviously essential that we have an ongo-
ing aircraft industry, or we would not be
able to spend millions on Concorde and
similar projects. Those of us whose
memories are slightly more efficient than
those of politicians will remember a ser-
ies of scandals a few years ago when sec-
tions of this industry (especially those
concerned with electronics and in partic-
ular Ferranti) were revealed to be mak-
ing vast profits on Government contracts.
So much so that thev were actually com-
pelled to repav part of them. And now
thev need to be nationalized In fact, of
course, thev already receive so much
State '"aid" that nationalization is a mere
formality.

And what about ship-building? This has
been losing money for years, so private
enterprise has no interest in keeping hold
of it (the disputes in the Lords are only
about ship repairing, which can still make
profits). In the meantime the Board is
already set up readv for the takeover. A
number of executives have been taken on
and an office has been borrowed in the
premises of the National Enterprise Board.
The Chairman-to-be is a retired Admiral
but he functions largely as a figurehead
(appropriate 7). The Chief Executive Des-
ignate, Graham Day, is a Canadian who
thundered in on a white charger a few
years ago to rescue Cammell Lairds (inp
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fairness this is the media presentation,
he does give some credit to other employ-
ees as well). Tony Peers came through
the motor industry to become Industrial
Relations Director of the Engineering Em-
ployers Federation and was prominent in
the setting up of a national procedures
agreement in the industry. On this wave
he was in for Director General of the CBI
and so was not pleased when he did not
become Director General of the EEF on
the retirement of the incumbent a few
months ago. This would make him ripe
for enticement away.

These worthy gentlemen and their col-
leagues have a number of immediate prob-
lems — assuming, that is, a safe passage
for the bill. If it falls they will be comp-
ensated until they find a suitable opening
for resumption of their careers. Perhaps
some of them will find their old jobs still
available? ). For instance, they would
wish to defer "vesting' of the new board.
This would give time to investigate thor-
oughly the affairs of the companies con-
cerned. You see, comrades, some of our
Captains of Industry do not always disp--
lay quite the standard of business ethics
we have been led to expect. Of course,
our attitude to these matters is a little
dubious anyway. We are, after all, self-
styled anarchists, and anyway we cannot
understand the subtleties of these financ-
ial affairs. What seem to be nebulous
schemes may, in fact, be "work in pro-
gress' and so will appear in the assets
of the company, and be compensated ac-
cordingly. This is approximately what
happened with the mines. So Mr Day and
his colleagues hope to be allowed to check
these points in detail before thev actually
assume responsibility and levels of com-
pensation are fixed.

Their next problem is that faced by
most nationalized industries. They are
hopelessly unviable in the first place or
they would not be nationalized. The rail-
ways were in a similar position and
large sums were paid in compensation
for shares that had been virtually waste
paper immediately beforehand. The new
venture then inherited completely out-
dated equipment and large loans for mod-
ernization meant that British Rail started
life with a huge debt from which it never
recovered.

In the case of shipbuilding the image of
redundancies rears up. There are, we
are told, no firm plans, this must be ne-
gotiated. The unions involved have adop-
ted a stance of no lay-offs. However,
some are inevitable and this will, of
course, be in those regions of the coun-
try that are already the most severely
depressed. Day has divided the yards
into three groups on the basis of viability
but will not commit himself at this sens-
itive time. He says that survival of the
lowest group will be dependent on the
Government so directing, and that he
would therefore expect complete subsid-
ization. He has pointed out that orders
are, at the moment, 65% below the vol-
ume needed to maintain the present cap-
acity of the industry and has begun to de-
mand protection measures against foreign
competitors, particularly Japan.

¥
So, all in all, politicians and journalists
have been given the opportunity to pract-
ice their professions; in a fit of pique,the
Labour Party has threatened to reform

the Lords, which it has neither the time

nor the strength to do; and yet more pass-

es under the direct control of the State[d
D.P.

Leicester.lrishBank
Occupied

The Leicester Murray Defence Group held o
public meeting about the case on Monday 25th
October. It was addressed by Pete Corne from
Warwick University who dealt with the legal
background and the sequence of events leading

up to the death sentences on
Noel and Marie Murray. The other speaker was
Willie Maloney, who is Noel Murray's uncle,
71 years old and still struggling in the cause of
freedom.

He gave a fascinating background of the Irish
situation, interspersed with amusing and inter-
esting observations and also details of Noel and
Marie's background. We anarchists are horrified
that the state is perparing to take the lives of
two more of our comrades and we are campaign-
ing for the removal of these death sentences.
Listening to Willie speaking of Noel and Marie
gave us an extra dimension to our understanding
of the truth that the state is also preparing fo
take the lives of two young people who are the
dearly loved members of a family of freedom
fighters, and their loss, if it should come about,
will be a sharper one because it will be person-
al.

The meeting was very well attended, with
nearly 50 people present and further action was
also discussed. An occupation of the Leicester
branch of the Allied Irish Bank was decided on.
This took place at lunch time on Friday 29th
October, when over 20 supporters of the Murray
Defence Group occupied the bank'’s premises
peacefully and put up posters about the Murray
case in the bank's magnificent display windows.

A suggestion was put to the manager of the
bank that he should send a telegram to Liam
Cosgrave stating that his bank was occupied by
supporters of the Murray Defence Group and
that we were seeking the abandonment of the
hanging and a fair trial for the Murrays. The
manager declined to do this, but the bank re-
mained occupied for just over two and a half
hours while other supporters leafletted passers-
by. Numerous police reinforcements were ev-
entually sent for and the nccupying group left
peacefully after the manager had ensured that

Bolton Murray Defence Group performing its play in Burnley's town cenire

the police were clear of the bank premises and

that the occupying group would not be molested
as they left.

As we left the area, the bank staff were bus-
ily taking down our posters and throwing away
the leaflets about the case that we had left
among their handouts in spite of our advice to
them not to do this job until ofter their normal
working hours and insist on getting paid time
and a half for it [J Correspondent.

Chicago.Aerlingus
Picket

The Chicago Local of the IWW General Def-
ence Committee, in response to the call for in-
ternational days of protest by the Murray Def-
ence Committee has had one picket of Aer Lin-
gus in Chicago (about 20 in attendance) on the
7th, and will have a second on the 21st Oct-
ober ]

London.Amnesty
pied

On Wednesday 27th October members of
Warwick University Anarchist Group occ-
upied the central London offices of Amne-
sty International in solidarity with the
Murrays. The occupation started at 1 pm,
and the Group issued a press statement
expressing ''dissastisfaction at the appar-
ent lack of interest' shown by Amnesty in
the case, and the almost total neglect of
the case by the capitalist press. The oce-
upation was called off only when Amnesty
satisfied the group that they were taking
up the case. Despite reporters from the
Times and the Guardian turning up to

the occupation, only the Trotskyist News-
line published a story about it.

:

The statement continued by accusing
the Irish government of using torture to
obtain statements, pointing out that the
other co-defendant, Ronan Stenson, is
still unable to stand trial due to the beat-
ing he received at the hands of the police.
Ironically the Irish government which is
quick to leap to the condemnation of the
British army's use of torture in Ulster,
contains several members of Amnesty[]

T




Warwick University Anarchist Group occupy Amnesty International off‘i’ces.

Marini InCourt

Again

On Tuesday |2th of October yet another trial
was started against our comrade Giovanni
Marini. According to 'Umanita Nova'( the
italian anarchist weekly ) this process was
concerned with the behaviour of Marini during
his previous trials over the years. As comrades
are well aware, Giovanni Marini has been
'guilty' in the past of denouncing murders of
fellow prisoners by sedistic wardens, calling
fascists "fascists", and at the beginning of the
case, he did not allow himself to be killed by
a bunch of fascist thugs, and the death of one
of these thugs was subsequently blamed on him
despite the lack of essential evidence ( e.g.

the weapon with which the fatal injuries were
inflicted ).

For his 'transgressions' he was sentenced
initially to 12 years imprisonment and on
appeal the lack of evidence against induced
the judge, not i free him, but to reduce the
sentence fo nine years instead. The fascists
Lamberti, Fienge and Zarra have mot given up
however, and the trial started on the [2th of
October again means that Marini risks many
more years of imprisonment.

These three fascists ( all members »f the
neo-fascist Movimento Sociale ltaliano ) are
all magistrates and as 'Umanita Nova' pointed
out for the magistrates of Potenza #» find
against these three fellow - magistrates would
indeed be highly unlikely. However, we are
told that this trial was abandoned two and @
half hours ofter it was started.,

The many legal processes against Marini
are in fact processes against the whole anarch-
ist movement. In the original murder trial
much of the evidence against him consisted of
the sole fact that Marini is an anarchist, and
anarchists are, according to the prosecution,
murderous monsters. At the time of the attack
on Marini our comrade was in the process of
investigating the murder of 5 comrades in
Calabria in a so-called "accident” between
their small car ( in which they were travelling
northwards with information about a planned
military coup ) and a lorry with a Salerno
registration number ( Salernc is Morini's
home town, and the place where Marini was
attacked by the local right-wing thugs ).
Salerno is also the residence of the prosecuting
lawyer and MSI member.

In these times, when the case of Marie and
Noel Murray holds our attention because of

the urgency of their case, we must not lose
sight of the case of comrades like Giovanni
Marini who has suffered imprisonment, beatings
and an incredible number of trials. During
the whole of this Marini has behaved in an
exemplary manner. He has denounced crook-
edness and violence in the running of the
prisons ( @ world-wide phenomenon common

in Britain's prisons too ) and his concern has
constantly been for his fellow prisoners. Above
all he has remained a staunch comrade and,

if anything , has become even more determi-
ned.

Just as comrades in ltaly have mobilised
themselves in support of the Murrays we should
also be organising in support of comrades |
throughout the world, and a Marini liberation
committee in Britain managing to make its
presence felt in this country would cause
acute embarassment to the ltalian Government.

If anyone is interested please write in[J
Nino Staffa

Justifiable
Homicide...

THE CASE OF Liddle Towers, a Co.

Durham man who died three weeks ago
after his experiences with the police in

Birtley and Gateshead police station, is
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a classic example of the State looking
after its own.

Towers died in February, three weeks
after being arrested outside a Birtley
night club and taken to Gateshead police
station. When he returned home, he
was suffering from serious internal in-
juries, which were attested to by his GP
and he died in hospital three weeks later
from an internal haemorrhage. Invest-

" igations by the Chief Constable of Dur-

ham led the Director of Public Prosec-
utions to conclude in August that there
was "insufficient evidence' to prosecute
any police officers. The Chief Constable
of Northumbria is currently compiling a
report to be sent to the Home Secretary.

However, Towers' family and friends
have not been content to leave the matter
there. They have demanded an independ-
ent enquiry into the circumstances of his
death, rather than a secret, internal
police enquiry. They have not yet won
this demand, but they did manage to get
an inquest which was held in Durham in
the first week of October.

At the inquest, three witnesses claim-
ed to have seen the police attack Towers
in Birtley, and one of these was able to
identify three policemen as being involv-
ed. Needless to say, no-one saw what
happened at Gateshead police station, but
it is interesting that eight police witness
es at the inquest refused to submit to
cross-examination.

The evidence was overwhelming:
Towers clearly died as a direct result
of his treatment at the hands of the pol-
ice. But the jury was informed by the
coroner that they could reach one of
several verdicts: accidental death, mur-
der, manslaughter or "justifiable homic-
ide." The jury opted for the last of

these.

"Justifiable homicide'" is a very use-
ful device in cases such as these, where
the police have quite clearly killed some
one but no-one wants to admit it in so
many words (after all, our policemen
are wonderful, aren't they ). Verdicts
of "justifiable homicide' are quite unus-
ual, being restricted to cases where
death occurs as a result of "justifiable
force being used to effect an arrest or to
prevent a crime. " In other words, itis
a safety device for over-zealous police-
men, and the implication is that any
force used by the police in the execution
of their duty is, by definition, justifiable.

Towers' 'crime' seems to have been
that he was drunk and belligerent. In
order to deal with him, the police kill-
ed him. That is "justifiable homicide. "

OMS

Note: Private Eye of 29 October describes
"the remarkably similar circumstances"
surrounding the death of a Liverpool man
Kenny Williams in July 1974. Williams
also died of pancreatitis after being
arrested for stealing a car to get home
after a night out, and told his wife that
he had been beaten and punched by the.
police. Williams died later in hospital











































