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STREET
THEATRE IN
LANCASHIRE

Both the Manchester and Bolton Murray Def-
ence Groups have been involved in activities
recently. on the 2lst Qctober. the Manchester
group organized a picket outside the Irish Tour-
ist office in Manchester.

On Saturday 23rd October, the Bolton group
performed its street theatre play in both Oldham
and Burnley as part of its programme of public-
ising the Murray case in the North West. Fairly
large crowds were attracted by the performances
which enabled us to leaflet.

The original intention was to hold it between
5 and 6 pm, however it was abandoned after
45 minutes due to threats from the police. Des-
pite this the picket was a successðthe manager
shut up shop shortly after we arrived.

The idea behind the play is twofold - Firstly
it attracts a crowd who can be leafletted, and
secondly we can carry out protest qgýons in
towns where there is no Irish bank or Aer Lingus
office El DT

The "Mother of Parliaments" is having
one of its periodic crises. A small tight-
ly knit group of politically motivated in-
dividuals is disrupting its smooth funct-
ioning. The Government has a backlog of
legislation on such matters as the nation-
alisation of the aircraft and ship building
industries, abolition of pay beds in NHS
hospitals, the Dock Work Regulation Bill,
etc. If these bills have not gone through
their full complement of readings, com-
mittee' stages, etc. before the end of this
Parliamentary session then they are aut-
omatically lost and the Labour Dartv must
go back to the beginning in their endeav-
ours to create their own brand of utopia.
Their progress is being slowed by guer-
illa tactics in the House of Lords.

These squabbles illuminate several of
today's issues. The government does not
have any great interest in contentious i
matters, except, of course, those artif-
icial ones which can be given their brief
flurrv in the media in order to create an
impression ofbustle, debate, etc.However,
there is pressure from the left wing, the
constituencies and so on. And these bills
have now gone too far for them quietlv to
vanish in the manner of most election st-
atements. The Tories, of course, have
the great advantage of being in opposition.
This means that they merely have to pro-
duce shrill noises on any convenient sub-
iects, the current fashion beinglto demand
cuts in public expenditure I feel that this
is a verv realistic attitude A massive
fall in the standard of living, a comple-
mentarv rise in unemployment, the smack
of firm government, all this would no
doubt, convince the various speculators,
whose opinion is vital, that Qomething
was Being Done About The Economv.

Áo the overall result is that opposition
is orchestrated in the Lords, which has
a Conservative maioriliv and the bills are
delaved. The Calm statesmanlike attitude
of those in the Upper House (a revealing
name) is seen to be curbing these wild,
Marxist-inspired schemes. The Times
(a "quality newspaper") points out that by
this means a Government which was only
elected by a minoritv of the electorate
(in this case 28%) can be prevented from
foisting unpopular legislation on us. The
democratic nature of the Lords is, after
all. widely respected. And their stabil-
ising influence is illustrated by the com-
Dlete lack of delaying tactics when a res-
ponsible Conservative government is in

office (for example in 1970 with 30% of
the electorate behind them).

All of this is, of course, mere surface-
show. Most, if not all, of the legislation
will be passed by the simple expedient of
extending the parliamentary session. And
I'm sure that one of the last things that the
Conservative Party want at the moment is
to be forced actually to govern. Currently
there is much talk of a coalition (or "nat-
ional government"). Harold Macmillan is
revived, like a golden 78, to give support
to the idea on television and is given the
standard elder statesman treatment in
the next morning's papers. Evidently pol-
itical commentators are so bemused by
their own rhetoric that they cannot rec-
ognize a case of senility when they see it.
And these arguments gloss over the fact
that we have been ruled by a coalition for
years. A coalition of politicians, financ-
iers, trade union officials, and so on-

And now let us look at one of these in-
cipient pieces of law in more detail: the
nationalization of the aircraft and ship-
building industries. First, aircraft. Itis
obviouslv essential that we have an ongo-
ing aircraft industry, or we would not be
able to spend millions on Concorde and
similar projects. Those of us whose .
memories are slightly more efficient than
those of politicians will remember a ser-
ies of scandals a few years ago when sec-
tions of this industry (especially those
concerned with electronics and in partic-
ular Ferranti) were revealed to be mak-
ing vast profits on Government contracts.
So much so that thev were actually com-
pelled to repay part of them. And now
they need to be nationalized In fact, of
course, thev already receive so much
-óitate "aid" that nationalization is a mere
formality.

And what about ship-building? This has
been losing money for years, so private
enterprise has no interest in keeping hold
of it (the disputes in the lords are only
about ship repairing, which can still make
profits). In the meantime the Board is
already set up ready for the takeover. A
number of executives have been taken on
and an office has been borrowed in the
premises of the National EnterpriseBoa1d.
The Chairman-to-be is a retired Admiral
but he functions largely as a figurehead
(appropriate ? ). óThe Chief Executive Des-
ignate, Graham Day, is a Canadian who
thundered in on a white charger a few
years ago to rescue Cammell Lairds (in)
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fairness this is the media presentation,
he does give some credit tn other employ-
ees as well). Tony Peers came through
the motor industry to become Industrial
Relations Director of the Engineering Em-
ployers Federation and was prominent in
the setting up of a national procedures
agreement in the industry. On this wave
he was in for Drector General of the CBI
and so was not pleased when he did not
become Director General of the EEF on
the retirement of the incumbent a few
months ago. This would make him ripe
for enticement away.

These worthy gentlemen and their col-
leagues have a number of immediate prob-
lems ð assuming, that is, a safe passage
for the bill. If it falls they will be comp-
ensated until they find a suitable opening
for resumption of their careers. Perhaps
some of them will find their old jobs still
available ? ). For instance, they would
wish to defer "vesting" of the new board.
This would give time to investigate thor-
oughly the affairs of the companies con-
cerned. You see, comrades, some of our
Captains of Industry do not always di8p- "
lay quite the standard of business ethics
we have been led to expect. Of course,
our attitude to these matters is a little
dubious anyway. We are, after all, self-
styled anarchists, and anyway we cannot
understand the subtleties of these financ-
ial affairs. What seem to be nebulous
schemes may, in fact, be "work in pro-
gress" and so will appear in the assets
of the company, and be compensated ac-
cordingly. This is approximately what
happened with the mines. So Mr Day and
his colleagues hope to be allowed tocheck
these points in detail before they actually
assume responsibility and levels of com-
pensation are fixed.

Their next problem is that faced by
most nationalized industries. They are
hopelessly unviable in the first place or
they would not be nationalized. The rail-
ways were in a similar position and
large sums were paid in compensation
for shares that had been virtually waste
paper immediately beforehand. The new
venture then inherited completely out-
dated equipment and large loansfor mod-
ernization meant that British Bail startatl
life with a huge debt from which it never
recovered.

In the case of shipbuilding the image of
redundancies rears up. There are, we
are told, no firm plans, this must be ne-
gotiated. The unions involved have adop-
ted a stance of no lay -offs. However,
some are inevitable and this will, of
course, be in those regions of the coun-
try that are already the most severely
depressed. Day has divided the yards
into three groups on the basis of viability
but will not commit himself at this sens-
itive time. He says that survival of the
lowest group will be dependent on the
Government so directing, and that he
would therefore expect complete subsid-
ization. He has pointed out that orders
are, at the moment, 65% below the vol-
ume needed to maintain the present cap-
acity of the industry and has begun to de-
mand protection measures against foreign
competitors, particularly Japan.

4ó

So, all in all, politicians and journalists
have been given the opportunity to pract-

the Lords, which it has neither the time
nor the strength to do; and yet more pass-
es under the direct control of the Statel]

Leicester.lrishBcIi(
Occupied

The Leicester Mun-ay Defence Group held c
public meeting about the case on 25th
October. It was addressed by Pete Come from
Warwick University who dealt with the legal
background and the sequence of events leading

up to the death sentences on
Noel and Marie Murray. The other speaker was
Willie Maloney, who is Noel Murray's uncle,
7l years old and still struggling in the cause of
freedom.

He gave a fascinating background of the Irish
situation, interspersed with amusing and inter-
esting observations and also details of Noel and
Marie's background. We anarchists are horrified
that the state is perparing to take the lives of
two more of our comrades and we are campaign-
ing for the removal of these death sentences.
Listening to Willie speaking of Noel and Marie
gave us an extra dimension to our understanding
of the truth that the state is also preparing to
take the lives of two young people who are the
dearly loved members of a family of freedom
fighters, and their loss, if it should come about,
will be a sharper one because it will be person-
al .

The meeting was very well attended, with
nearly 50 people present and further action was
also discussed. An occupation of the Leicester
branch of the Allied Irish Bank was decided on.
This took place at lunch time on Friday 29th
October, when over 20 supporters of the Murray
Defence Group occupied the bank's premises
peacefully and put up posters about the Munay
case in the bank's magnificent display windows.

A suggestion was put to the manager of the
bank that he should send a telegram to Liam
Cosgrave stating that his bank was occupied by
supporters of the Murray Defence Group and
that we were seeking the abandonment of the
hanging and a fair trial for the Murrays. The
manager declined to do this, but the bank re-
mained occupied for iust over two and a half
hours while other supporters leafletted passersð
by. Numerous police reinforcements were ev-
entually sent for and the occupying group left
peacefully after the manager had ensured that

the police were clear of the bank premises and
"wt the Occupying group would not be molested
as they left.

A5 We le-ii lite ("'90, the bank staff were bus-
ily taking down our posters and throwing away
the leaflets about the case that we had left
among their handouts in spite of our advice to
them not to do this job until after their normal
working hours and insist on getting paid time
and a half for itcl Correspondent.

Chicago.AerLingus
Picket

The Chicago Local of the IWW General Def-
ence Committee, in response to the call for in-
ternational days of protest by the Munay Def-
ence Committee has had one picket of Aer Lin-
gus in Chicago (about 20 in attendance) on the
7th, and will have a second on the 2lst Oct-
Áberl:l

l.ondon.Amnesty
Occupied

On Wednesday 2'7th October members of
Warwick University Anarchist Group occ-
upied the central London offices of Amne-
sty International in solidarity with the
Murrays. The occupation started at 1 pm,
and the Group issued a press statement
expressing "dissastisfaction at the appar-
ent lack of interest" shown by Amnesty in
the case, and the almost total neglect of
the case by the capitalist press. The occ-
upation was called off only when Amnesty
satisfied the group that they were taking
up the case. Despite reporters from the
Times and the Guardian turning up to
ýe occupation, only the Trotskyist News-
E15 published a story about it.

The statement continued by accusing
the Irish government of using torture to
obtain statements, pointing out that the
other co-defendant, Ronan Stenson, is
still unable to stand trial due to the beat-
ing he received at the hands of the police.
Ironically the Irish government which is
quick to leap to the condemnation of the
British army's use of torture in Ulster,
contains several members of Amnestyij

l
ice their professions; in a fit of piquoýho _ _ _ '
Labour Party has threatened to reform Bolton Murray Defence Group performing its play lll Burnley s town centre
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Warwick University Anarchist Group occupy Amnesty Intemationol offices.
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Marini In Court
Again

On Tuesday l2th of October yet another trial
was started against our comrade Giovanni
Marini. According to 'Umanita Nova'( the
italian anarchist weekly ) this process was
concerned with the behaviour of Marini during
his previous trials over the years, A5 comrqdeg
are well aware, Giovanni Msrini has been
'guilty' in the past of denouncing murders of
fellow prisoners by sadistic wardens, calling
fascists "fascists", and at the beginning of the
W58, he did not allow himself to be killed by
a bunch of fascist thugs, and the death of one
of these thugs was subsequently blamed on him
despite the lack of essential evidence ( e.g.
the weapon with which the fatal injuries were
inflicted ).

For his ótransgressionsô he was sentenced
initially to I2 years imprisonment and on
appeal the lack of evidence against induced
Hie ll-"I99, not to free him, but to reduce the
sentence to nine years in-stead. The fascists
Lamberti, Fiengo and Zarm have not given up
I"ÁWeVe|'t and the trial started on the l2th of
October again means Marini risks many
more years of imprisonment,

These three fascists ( all members of the
neo-fascist Movimento Sociale ltaliano ) are
all magistrates and as 'Umanita Novaó pointed
out for the magistrates of Pntenzq tn Find
against these three fellow - magistrates would
|n-deed be highly unlikely. However, we ere
told that this trial was abandoned two end e
half hours after it was started.

The many legal processes against Marini
are in fact processes against the whole anarch-
ist movement. In the original murder trial
much of the evidence against him consisted of
the sole fact that Marini is an anarchist, and
anarchists are, according to the prosecution,
ml-"ódel'ÁU$ mÁIô\$ters. At the time of the attack
on Marini our comrade was in the process of
Iiñ/Á5il9ÁIlI1g the murder of 5 comrades in
Calabria in a so-called "accident" between
their small car ( in which they were travelling
northwards with information about a planned
military coup ) and a lorry with a Salerno
registration number ( Salerno is Met-ini'5
home town, and the place where Marini was
attacked by the local right-wing thugs ).
Salerno is also the residence of the pmsecuj-ing
lawyer and MSI member.

In these times, when the case of M1;-ie end
NÁeI Mtlffþy holds our attention because of

the urgency of their case, we must not lose
sight of the case of comrades like Giovanni
Marini who has suffered imprisonment, beatings
and an incredible number of trials. During
the whole of this Marini has behaved in an
exemplary manner. He has denounced crook-
edness and violence in the running of the
prisons (a world-wide phenomenon common
in Britain's prisonstoo ) and his concem has
constantly been for his fellow prisoners. Above
all he has remained a staunch comrade and,
if anything , has become even more determi-
ned.

_...4..|_

Just as comrades in ltalyhave mobilised
themselves in support of the Murrays we should
also be organising in support of comrades '
throughout the world, and a Marini liberation
committee in Britain managing to make its
presence felt in this country would cause
acute embarassment to the Italian Government.
If anyone is interested please write inþ

Nino Staffa

Justifiable  
Homicide . . .

O

THE CASE OF Liddle Towers, a Co.
Durham man who died three weeks ago
after his experiences with the police in
Birtley and Gateshead police station, is

a classic example of the State looking
after its own.

Towers died in February, three weeks
after being arrested outside a Birtley
night club and taken to Gateshead police
station. When he returned home, he
was suffering from serious internal in-
juries, which were attested to by his GP
and he died in hospital three weeks later
from an internal haemorrhage. Invest-
igations by the Chief Constable of Dur-
ham led the Director of Public Prosec-
utions to conclude in August that there
was "insufficient evidence" to prosecute
any police officers. The Chief Constable
of Northumbria is currently compiling a
report to be sent to the Home Secretary.

However, Towersô family and friends
have not been content to leave the matter
there. They have demanded an independ-
ent enquiry into the circumstances of his
death, rather than a secret, internal
police enquiry. They have not yet won
this demand, but they did manage to get
an inquest which was held in Durham in
the first week of October.

At the inquest, three witnesses claim-
ed to have seen the police attack Towers
in Birtley, and one of these was able to
identify three policemen as being involv-
ed. Needless to say, no-one saw what
happened at Gateshead police station, but
it is interesting that eight police witness
es at the inquest refused to submit to
cross-examination.

The evidence was overwhelming:
Towers clearly died as a direct result
of his treatment at the hands of the pol-
ice. But the jury was informed by the
coroner that they could reach one of
several verdicts: accidental death, mur-
der, manslaughter or "justifiable homic-
ide. " The jury opted for the last of
these. '

"Justifiable homicide" is a very use-
ful device in cases such as these, where
the police have quite clearly killed some
one but no -one wants to admit it in so
many words (after all, our policemen
are wonderful, aren't they ). Verdicts
of "justifiable homicide" are quite unus-
ual, being restricted to cases where
death occurs as a result of "justifiable
force being used to effect an arrest or to
prevent a crime. " In other words, it is
a safety device for over-zealous police-
men, and the implication is that 2,1ó!
force used by the police in the execution
of their duty is, by definition, justifiable.

Towersô '?crime" seems to have been
that he was drunk and belligerent. In
order to deal with him, the police kill-
ed him. That is "justifiable homicide. "

EIMS

Note: Private Eye of 29 October describes
"the remarkably similar circumstances"
surrounding the death of a Liverpool man
Kenny Williams in July 1974. Williams
also died of pancreatitis after being
arrested for stealing a car to get home
after a night out, and told his wife that
he-. had been beaten and punched by the.
police. Williams died later in hospital
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Defence A Luxury
Report On

Current West German Political Trials
THE FEDERAL German elections

neatly coincided with the extradition
from Greece of alleged RAF member
Rolf Pohle in order to complete the rem-
aiming 3 years 3 months of his 6 year 5
month gaol sentence. Pohle had been
among those released to the Arab rep-
ublic of the Yemen in exchange iÁ1ó
Hr.Peter Lorenz, the CDU leader, in
March 1975 as the result of a technical-
ly superb exercise in urban guerilla
warfare. His final relinquishment by
the Greek supreme court, the Aeropag -
which, ówith perhaps rather a lack of
imagination Pohle had described as an
"American tribunal" - and his return to
West Germany by special government
plane came after intense diplomatic
pressure and at an important time for
the socialist/liberal coalition under
Helmut qchmidt. It faced strong oppos-
ition from a yet further right wing, but
has emerged with a strikingly similar
programme, crudely to be summed up
in the CDU-CSTI slogans of "the natural
order of things", "mole liberty or more
eauality" etc. etc. Not unsurpri-singly
it was all rather a dismal affair
'Ihe only light entertainment afforded by
the authorities was an intensified baiting
of the "red teachers", especially in the
Land of Hesse. (There too, the sweet
stale smell of corruption wafted at just
the right moment from CDU -CSTI head-
quarters in the direction of Hesse's
ó5ó0cial Democratic Prime Minister Alb-
ert Osswald, chairman of the supervis-
ory council of Hessiche Landeshank Gir-
ozentrale, etc. etc who had once pocket-
ed a comfortable sum of OM in a polit-
ically indi screet manner.)

Ill

Further entertainment has, however,
been promised by the new-old political
season. It takes, and will take. the
form of a series of new-old trials, just
in case the electorate is at last beginn-
ing to tire of the successful but extrem-
ely long Stammheim epic. In one way or
another they are all off -shoots of the
big show, all connected at least in the
colourful, creative, if not always subtle
minds of the state magistrature.

Anarchists may often look to a tradit-
ion of defending themselves in courts of
law or of not recognising such courts at
all; but when indictments these days are
so long and complex and the physically
and mentally destructive effects of im-
pri sonment so detrimental to the choice
of self -defence, the present actions ag-
ainst defence counsel can only be seen
with concern.

A large numberof trials, estimated
to total around 40, involve lawyers.
Out of these at least five are former or
present Red Army Fraction defence law-
yers who have appeared among the cast
at Stammheim. RA Otto Schily is the
last survivor of the several original
Baader -Meinhof lawyers, but apart from

representing Gudrun Ensslin he is him-
self defendant in a criminal case brought
by seven Berlin court doctors annoyed
by úchily's charge that,ó through deliber-
ate neglect, they contrived the death of
Katharina Hammerschmidt. (Sie had
been put in pre -trial detention in 1974,
although it appears that the grounds for
this, namely danger of absconding and
of prejudicing the course of justice, had
not been fully established, and died the
following year from a breast tumour
that Qchily and defence witnesses claim
must have been noticed and could have
been treated). As for Klaus Croissant,
former lawyer of Ulrike Meinhof and
Andreas Baader (latterly lawyer of the
alleged urban guerilla K-H Dellwo)
he was arrested on l6 -l7 July and relea-
sed after seven weeks on bail of DM 80,
000 (Ã18, 000) but still faces legal proc-
eedings with another Baader -Meinhof
lawyer, Arndt Mtlller. Croissant was
busy investigating the death of Ulrike
Meinhof as he had that of Holger Meins
(in a not altogether palatable way, one
would imagine for any real friend of
Heins). His arrest followed the evidence
of the former RAF member and star
prosecution witness in the Stammheim
trial, Gerhard Miiller. Mltller assert-
ed that about I2 defence lawyers had
abused their position to act as "go-bet-
ween" for the Baader -Meinhof group
and other RAF members and sympathis-
ers planning actions on their behalf.

The go-between issue served as a

ing him with support of a criminal assoc-
iation The same charge under article
12Á was brought against RA Kurt Groen-
ewold, a former lawyer of Andreas Baa-
der, disbarred just before the beginning
of the Stammheim trial, and a more
impressive figure.

Kurt Groenewold's trial, the first
criminal proceedings against defence
counsel of political prisoners in the Fed
eral Republic, is scheduled for January
next year in Hamburg, and though based
on legally very weak evidence may be
all that is necessary these days for pro-
secution- Groenewold and his colleag-
ues had actively campaigned against the
prison conditions of the RAF prisoners
(including the grotesque and horrible
plan to use electrodes on the brain of
Ulrike Meinhof). They had supported
the hunger strike (this support being
part of the charge) and kept them well-
informed of the political situation dur-
ing the long years inpre -trial detention
(this being an essential part of a defence
that was to be based on wide political
issues and not on the details of the mur-
ders they were accused of). But even
the provision of information was quest-
ioned, and somewhat transparently,
since it is actually stated by the prosec-
utor that through the "information syst-
em" Groenewold (and others) had main-
tained a feeling of solidarity among the

basis for arresting Croissant and charg-

imvrisoned members of the RAF and
prevented the destruction of their self-
consciousness as "urban guerillas. "

Well, what more need be said?
i

The criminal proceedings against
defence lawyers is to be seen within.
the framework of a generally stringent
curtailment of the legal rights of defence
hitherto existing. While certain social
and "moral" measures have been relax-
ed (for instance, softer attitude to pros-
titution, homosexuality, pornography,
reform of prison conditions with gradu-
al introduction of social security,- more
pay etc, more frequent isolation of p01-
iýsal irisoners in groups instead of -
the isolation of individuals, etc) a num-
ber of provisions effecting defence
counsel were swept through the German
parliament in January 1975. No lawyer
can act, as formerly, on behalf of
several defendants in thesame trial; a
trial can be held without the presence
Of the defendants if considered necess-
ary; correspondence between lawyer
and defendant can be controlled and
lawyers suspected of complicity with
their defendants can be excluded from
the trial. An article in New Law Jour-
nal of 28 August pointed out that in the
Ease of the RAF defendants 90 per cent
of the prosecution material had been
withheld from the defence lawyers and
defence documentation and correspond-
ence had been intercepted and seized
from both the pri soners' cells and law-
yers' offices.- When Groenewold and
Croissant were excluded from the def-
ence only a few days before the opening
of the trial, the adjournment of ten days
requested by their replacements Schily
and Heldman for study of the immense
brief (600, 000 pages) was refused, in
contravention of the European Convent-
ion for the Protection of Human Rights
(article 6). The article concluded that
the RAF trial in Stammheim was "farc-
ical. "

In May this year, on top of the above
restrictions on defence and the concept
of a "fair trial", paragraph 88a was
inserted into the penal code permitting
the prosecution of those who write,
print or distribute works supporting
violence "against the stability and sec-
urity of the Federal Republic of Germa-
ny or its constitutional principles."
The appearance of paragraph 88a was
preceded and followed by raids on "left"
bookshops, notably the publishers Tri-
kont Verlag in Munich, and the conýs-
cation of the book Wie alles anfing (How
it all began) by the anarchist "Emmi"
Baumann, former 2nd June member,
was followed by that of another piece of
literature called Revolutioifarer Zorn
(Revolutionary anger). EEF confi scat-
ions led to the arrest of bookshop mana-
gers and on 14 October the trial began
of the Trikont Verlag people Gisela
Erler and Herbert Rdttgen on the char-
ge of supporting Baumann's book.
(Earlier Trikont Verlag had also distri-
buted the booklet "Dass Du Untergehst
. . . " on the case of the kindergarten
teacher and member of the Munich Red
Help group, Gertraud Will. W110 Spent
almost two years in Munich prisons
before coming to trial, much of which
in rigorous solitary conýnemoI1f(1)-

Meanwhile an international publishing


























