DECEMBER 4 76

VOLUME 37 No 24

ANARCHIS

FREEDOM GHT

FORTNI

T
LY

Ireland P4 Poland-~

an opposition formsp

TWELVE PENCE

IN THE ALPHABET SOUP

"FREEDOM'", said Rosa Luxemburg,
"is freedom for other people.'' It is de-
pressing to find that one's constant nec-
essary pleas against the infringement of
other people's civil liberties is often on
behalf of those whose concern for the
concept of liberty is minimal and some
of whom would, no doubt, liquidate the
anarchists if they came to power. How-
ever one must be alert and draw the
lessons of any infringement of those
minute civil liberties which we still re-
tain,

The latest audacity of the Home Office
is the apparently irrevocable decision to
deport Phillip Agee and Mark Hosenball,
American journalists, on grounds of
'national security'. It cannot be denied
that if Agee and Hosenball harve been
dbing their chosen function of exposing
the security system assiduously, their
expulsion, whilst legally questionable,
chronologically tactless and humanely
indefensible, is hardly unexpected.

It would be naive to expect such activi-
ties to go unquestioned even if Messrs,
Agee and Hosenball's gconcenirated on
American CIA activities., States have a
natural tendency to defend each other—
they have to hang together or else they
will hang separately.

The department of amazing coinciden-
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ces will note that these proposed deport-
ations follow the election victory of

Jimmy Carter, the departure of the CIA
chief and Britain's vetting by the IMF,
Paranoid minds will see in this a plot;
more prosaic minds will see a natural
tactlessness of governments in this stu-
pid intervention,

The position of aliens is always vulner-
ahlz, Even if it's not trouble about work
permits (which at least didn't bother
Agee and Hosenball), behaviour must be
impeccable and political activities be-
yond reproach. Unfortunate aliens have
been trained as nurses and deported
when work for nurses failed to material-
ise, Aliens have been deported for mi-
nor criminal convictions andunorthodox
political opinions-=remember Rudi
Dutschke? They are indeed hostages to

fortune,

And yet governments for obscure poli-

tical and diplomatic reasons have been
. known to grant 'political asylum' (bles-

sed phrase!) to highly unorthodox politi-
cal refugees. Usually they are in rebel-
lion against regimes for which the host

state has little particular affection. Ap-

 parently such strictures do not apply to

the U, S, A,

One would feel happier in supporting
Agee and Hosenball were their critic-
isms of State security set-ups more
wide-ranging and based on a recognition
of the perpetual necessity of all states,
East and West, to maintain the skull-
duggery of a security -espionage system
whether the C,I.A., the K,G,B, or
M., I, 5 or whatever alphabetical goulash
it shelters behind,

However ''nobody's perfect'' and such
expulsions with broad generalisations,
unsubstantiated charges with no right of
reply; meaning at least the destruction

of a way of life and domicile and at
worst the exposure of Agee and Hosen-

ball to the possibility of legalistic re=-
venge by the U, S, authorities throw
doubt - if doubt were still absent - upon
the impartiality of the British legal
system,

J.R.

Knocking On
Heavens Door

THE NATIONAL UNION OF Minework-
ers 'claim for retirement when their
members reach 60 seems a modest one.
Modest when the nature of the work is
taken into consideration and also when
many other people retire at 60 who
would be the first to admit that their
daily working lives have been far less
arduous and dangerous than the miners’'.

Compare your friendly bank manager
who retires at 60 on a nice pension and
can then sign on, and because he can
claim there is no similar work available
receive unemployment benefit.

But then bank managers are hardly
working class and their sum tofal of
labour as managers really does not add
anything to the real wealth of the coun-
try. Coalminers, however, are even
lucky that they are still working for the
National Coal Board at 65. Lucky they
haven't already met their death or con-

tracted some complaint that prevents
them from working. As it is, most
miners have to give up working the coal
face long before retirement.

The NCB has offered the union retire-
ment at 62 for underground workers
with 25 years' service. The union want-
ed 60 by next January and 55 by June
1980. The Board says that if they agr-
eed to the miners' claim it would cost
at least £100m in the first year and
also cost £10m tons in coal production.
It would also mean the employment of
an extra 20, 000 miners in 1977.

What we are concerned with here is
costs. Profits are paramount in an
industry which was nationalised after
the private owners had milked it and
fought tooth and nail against decent
wages, conditions and safety regulations.
Nationalisation was supposed to have
meant Yownership and control' by the

people, but instead the bosses only
changed and became government appoint
ed.

Throughout the sixties Lord Robens
used a Beeching-like axe, closing so-
called uneconomic pits and moving min-
ers and their families to different areas.
During this pariod of cheap oil the lab-
our force was reduced, but with the in-
creased price of oil, coal suddenly bec-
ame important again. But, as is usual
in a capitalist society, those very peop-
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Demonstration

STOP THE DUBLIN HANGINGS!
JUSTICE FOR THE MURRAYS!

SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER. Assemble
2.00 p. m. Speakers' Corner

(Marble Arch) for a March to Kilburn
followed by Meeting.

REPRIEVE, RETRIAL FOR

NOEL AND MARIE



FREEDOM

AT THE PRESENT moment about a
thousand men and women are probably

- under sentence of death in many parts
of the world. That is to say, they have
offended by some presumed act against
the laws of their State and must in con-~
sequence be disposed of by a State offi-
cial duly paid and employed for such a
purpose,

In the United States it has recently
been decided by the Supreme Court in
their infinite wisdom that execution (by
whatever form it takes) is not inrcompat-
ible with the Bill of Rights for it is not
'a cruel and unusual punishment', Hence
several of the United (sic) states who
with great delicacy had hitherto refrain-
ed from executing about 400 erring citi
zens (including some rapists and kid-
nappers) felt free to consider afresh
executing such citizens who have been
waiting in "Death Row' (some for years,

One particular inhabitant of "Dzath
Row', Gary Gilmore, under sentence of
death in Utah State prison has, to quote
early reports, decided 'to die like a
man' and has urged his option of a fir-

- ing-squad death, (Joe Hill the syndica-
list died the same way in the same state,
accused of a hold-up murder, ) This
bravado, at the same time as testifying
‘to the awful terror of waiting for death
testifies to what has been known for
some time; that many murderers are
in fact would-be suicides, or of those
who hold their lives at nought and whose
rash mad act of murder is an attempt at
self-destruction, Later Gilmore fully
endorsed this view by securing drug-
overdoes and he and his girl-friend
essayed a suicide pact, Now Gilmore
waits for a death which he embraces or
for "mercy' which he repudiates for
himself,

They do these things differently in
Europe. Eire, once known as the Irish
Free State, a state young in years but
old in the barbarism of its justice, is
at the time of writing still considering
whether Noel and Marie Murray shall
die for the murder of a police officer
as is the legal penalty. That the officer
was off duty and in plain clothes is be-
side the point, or as they say legally
ultra vires,

One understands that the Irish legal
system is more complex than most and
the legal gentlemen playing such elabor-
ate cat and mouse games with human
lives are, in fact, reviewing their own
verdict. No doubt Irish politics have
entered this case and the recent farcic-
al change of president of Eire has ad-
ded a further knot to the net in which
Marie and Noel Murray, and Ronan
Stenson, are enmeshed.

This case drags on and induces paral-
lels with the Sacco-Vanzetti case, the
anarchists falsely condemned and exe-
cuted for murders in Massachusetts,
USA, which dragged on for six years.
The complacent can refer to the 'mills
of the law' and to the fact that no oppor-
tunity is lost or time spared to find out
the truth and to uphold justice. Anyone

TheTerror of Death

with knowledge of the law's cumbrous
processes and dilatory procedures will
substantiate that this ritu=l is only
aiming at asemblance of justice and
that truth soon gets lost beneath a mou
mountain of verbiage, The Baader-
Meinhof case (which still goes on des-
pite the aimed- and asked=for death of
Ulrike Meinhof ) is another example of
the law's delays,

And all to what purpose, this terror
of slow death to end the terror of un=-
premeditated deaths? It is to deter.
Long after the oecasion of the offence
has passed the sordid ceremony of the
eight-o'=clock drop makes the score
even, But the State by its dragging out
the ritual vengeance creates more bit-
terness and enmities than the act which
it was meant to avenge.

What deterrence can there be for an
act committed thoughtlessly and in the
heat of tha moment? What deterrence
can there be for an act committed with
suicidal aims ? ==Death in such cases
would be welcomed as a bride, as a
fulfilment, There have been anarchists
who felt that their deaths were a small
thing to pay for the death of a tyrant or
(a3 in the Sacco-Vanzetti case) to ex-
pose 'justice' for the sham and mockery
that it is. One cannot feel that the
Murray executions would serve even
the State's purposse

If the purpose of such deaths were to
make the lives of policemen safe =—
from the circumstances of the Murray
case it is obvious that the fact that the
victim was a policeman was not known
to the person who shot him, In the poli-
tical atmosphere of Ireland (North and
South) it is obvious that human life has
very little value =—when compared with
weightier matters such as whether one
believes in the Virgin Mary or in salva-
tion through grace; or whether an im-
precise geographical boundary should
exist or not,

Only the restoration of the value of
human lives and the worth of individu-
als, starting (but not finishing) with the
Murrays will restore Ireland to sanity.

Jack Robinson

Miners CONTD

le who actually produce the real wealth
or, like the miners, claw it from under
the earth, had little or no ¢onsideration
given to them. That is, until they

used their industrial muscle in the win-
ters of '"72 and '74. They then set an
example in direct action that not only
showed where the true strength of the
working class lies, but also brought
down the Tory Heath government.

There seems little doubt that miners
will vote for industrial action, and it
would be ironic if such action did bring

down the present Labour administration.

True, there can be few on the NUM
executive who would like to see this
happen. But although the leadership
might not like it, feelings are running
high among the rank and file. Leaders

like the NUM president, Mr Gormley,
see no connection between politics and

trade union affairs. During the'74 _
strike he kept stressing this point. But

whether he likes it or not direct action
by trade unions does have political con-
sequences.

In Britain the overwhelming majority
of the leaders of the trade unions are
also members of the Labour Party.

The trade unions gave birth to this same
party and their members pay a political
levy. Such a link-up hardly makes the
trade unions independent. Other polit-
ical parties and groups have different
policies but their aims remain the same
in that they seek control of the unions
and their memberships.

However, the miners are an independ-
ent lot. Their comradeship is of the
highest and their close-knit communit-
ies have grown up on tragedy, struggle
and mutual aid. The miners know what
they want and are prepared to use direct
action to get it. I miners can retire at
55 in ""totalitarian' countries like Pol-
and and Spain then it doesn't say much
for a "democracy' # people in the same
industry have to work until they are 65.

As we all know, the miners' job is
far from a picnic. Even if eaalier ret-
irement was won I shouldn’t think there
would be a stampede of recruits to take
their places from among the unemployed.
Who can blame them! It wasn’t the
people of this country who decided to
use coal as a source of energy, but a
minority who purchased land to exploit
men, women and children and the natur-
al resources for-their own personal pro-
fit. But it seems our society has more
compassion for the pit pony than for
human beings. They at least can now
spand a few years in pastures green,
but the miner is exploited until he knocks
on death's door.

Coal mining is such a dangerous job
that we should give serious considerat-
ion to whether it should be done at all.
The community at large should make
that decision and if coal is needed then
it should be made as easy and as safe
as possible. It should be organised so
that people spend only a few hours below
ground and also that such unpleasant
work be shared as widely as possible.
There are other sources of energy * -
which can be used, nuclear excluded, to
supply people's needs. In a society
where people make the decisions that
affect their lives, anarchists feel that
different choices would be made. Con-
trol would be among people instead of
power groups. Decisions would be made
that satisfied needs instead of profits

| and industry.

Obviously this choice affects the
whole of the working class. It lies
within their power to change the pres-
ent exploitative economic relationships
to make free associations of producers
and consumers who produce goods and
maintain services for the benefit of
all.
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PLUTONIUM and PLUTOCRACY

.. OR "OUR EXPANDING ATOMIC
STUPIDITY" which was the title of an
issue of Rude Health published by the
Kingston Clinic in the forties ...

That atomic stupidity is still expand-
ing in 1976, As a speaker at the Alarm
against Nuclear Technology demonstrat-
ion at Trafalgar Sguare on 20 November
observed, Pluto had something to do with
Hades and the devil. I would take it a
step further and point out that the word
also occurs in plutocracy, and this all-
iance of power, wealth and plutonium is
what it is all about.

In the early days of the industrial rev-
olution the powerful and privileged invar-
iably lived to the windward of ind ustrial
pollution and escap=d its worst effects.
Radioactive material is quite indiscrim-
inate and this is making even the pluto-
cracy falter in the drive to get more
power from nuclear sources. In Sweden
the social democrats were defeated on
this very issue and the new presidant
of the USA is reported to he very alarm-
ed at the prospect of its development in
that country. The Royal Commission on
Environmental Pollution said, '""We
shoald not rely for energy supply on a
process that produces such a hazardous
substance as plutonium unless there is
no reasonable alternative.”

In Germany a demonstration of 30, 000
gainst a nuclear site on the Elbe erupt-

- Prototypz Fast Reactor at Dounreay.

ed in violence.

The Trafalgar Square demonstration
was organised to block development of
a processing plant at Windscale in Cum-
bria and supported by a vast spactram
of environmental, civil liberties, liber-
tarian, peace and women's movements.
It was predictably not a mass demonst-
ration and except for one speaker held

with impassioned middle class restraint.

It is necessary to break throweh the
blanket of ignorance about the subject
amongst the mass of the people and to
indicate the connection between privil-
ege and power and the development of
human debasing techniques. The trade
unions shoald develop a wider perspect-
jve such as that of the Australian build-
ing workers and not be so shortsighted
as to support the development at Wind-
scale because of 2000 jobs. This sort
of high technology makes fewer jobs,
not more, and might ultimately deprive

the unions of a large number of memb-
ers.

Even in capitalist terms the high cost
of investment par worker can only in-
evitably resalt in more unemployment
among the unskilled. In capitalist soc-
iety, in spite of the environmental dan-
gers, the vast interests of the nuclear
lobby acquire a momentum that can
only be resisted by militant and Comm-
ittee of 100 type activity. |

The dangers to the whole of society
(not only in terms of physical menace)
and to the possibility of ever developing
a free society are so immense that it
is my opinion that this matter should
become one of prime concern.

It is an issue that presents a danger
to all psople, irrespective of class and
colour, in that once embarked upon on
a large scale its consequences are irr-
eparable. The Cornish nationalist who
spoke at the meeting said that a resist-
ance committee had been formed that
will go to almost any lengths to prevent
Cornwall becoming a nuclear dumping
ground. This is the spirit of freedom

and the real essence of human progress.

The only spirit that will prevent human
society drifting towards a new dark age.

AA.
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MURRAYS

AT THE TIME of writing we are still
waiting for the Supreme Court in Dublin
to announce its decision on the Murrays'
appeal. The verdict is expected any
day now, and whichever way it goes, the
defence group are asking people to go to
the Irish Embassy (Grosvenor Place,
S.W.1.) from 5 p. m. onwards on the day
of the announcement. Even if there is a
reprieve, Marie and Noel still face 35
- years in gaol, and so the Defence Group
intends to continue the campaign no
matter what the verdict.

GROUP ACTIVITIES

In London on Saturday 4 December a
march and rally has been organised
(see front page). The march will be
followed in the evening by a benefit con-
cert of Irish folk music at Jackson Lone
Community Hall (Highgate tube) at 7.30
- admission 50p, or 30p claimants.

The weekly pickets are still going on
but more people are needed if these are
to continue and have any effect. The
London Defence Group still meets every
Friday (8 pm) at Rising Free bookshop,
Drummond St, N.W_ 1.

The Libertarian Student Network call-
ed a day of action on 24 November, and
there were activities in Leeds, Brad-
ford, York and Brighton. In Coventry,
the Allied Irish Bank was occupied, this .
being reported on the front page of the
local newspaper, and covered on telev-
ision by ATV Today, a regional news
programme. There were also pickets
and leafletting in Leicester, Birming-
ham, . where one person was arrested

for refusing to take down an effigy from
a lamp post, and in Colchester where
the council offices were occupied after
leafletting in the town.

The London Defence Group also leaf-
letted the ""Peace' march on 27 Novem-
ber, the attitude of the marchers to the
Murray case being largely one of indiff-
erence or hostility. The Murray Comm-
ittee in Dublin has been actively harra-
ssed by supporters of the p2ace move-
ment, and Murray posters have been
torn down or defaced with religious slo-
gans of the ""Jesus Loves You' variety.
Several group members were arrested
in Dublin for giving out Murray leaflets
on a recent peace march.

At the Trafalgar Square rally on the
97th (incidentally the first demonstrat-
ion about Ulster allowed there for 5
years), the Peace marchers were all-
owed to display their banners and dist-
ribute leaflets, while counter -demon-
strators, including Murray Defence
Group members, were prevented by the
police from doing exactly the same
thing, resulting in about a dozen arrests.

If the ""Peace' movement is really
asking for p2ace in Ireland and the
abandonment of violent methods by all
sides, then it should surely be against
capital punishment and the torture used
against the Murrays. One would there-
fore expact it to give support to the
Murray Defence Campaign, but not

_only has the ""Peace™ movement refused

point blank to help in any way, it has
actually done its best to harrass the

campaign, espacially in Dublin.
PW.&GJ/.

Demo in
Strasbourg

ON SATURDAY 20 November the
Anarchist Federation of Baden (South

Germany) organised a demonstration
in Strasbourg (France). A statement
was delivered to the European Comm-
ission for Human Rights requesting the
release of the Murrays.

After this 40 demonstrators went to
the cathedral of Strasbourg and demon-
strated for the release of the Murrays
and Ronan Stenson. A leaflet which had
been written in three languages was
distributed.

The demonstration was soon broken
up by the French police, They pretend-
ed the demonstration was not licensed
and that we were foreigners demonstrat-
ing abroad. We were asked, why did
we not demonstrate in Germany |
So we explained to *:em that there is no
European Commission for Human Rights
in Germany.

We hope that the Commission for
Fuman Rights will deal with the Murrays'
case.

Paul

Don’t Forget
The March On

Saturday











































