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BREAD IS sometimes poetically des-
cribed as the staff of life, and in litera-
ture one is used to reading of people
who apparently lived by bread alone. On
viewing the serried ranks of wax-wrap-
ped, steam-cooked, bleached and vita-
min-fortified sliced bread at the super -
market one is seized with doubt that'this
is now so, that the staff of life is rubber
like in its bending and that bread alone
would not sustain life for many days.

Apart from all this, the commodity
bread, whether white, brown, sliced,
warapped or stone'ground compost
grown by men with beards is an emotive
subject.  And in the last few weeks emo-
tion has been yeastily rising around the
price of bread.

The Min. of Ag. in its wisdom de-
creed that the controls on bread prices
should be relaxed and bread should be
enabled to find its own level; however
this relaxation of controls meant that
bread could be sold by bakeries at a
lower price. This unleashing of the
market forces was decreed in some in-

- scrutable socialistic way by some de-

cree of the European Economic’' Commu-
nity that felt we should not subsidize

our citizens' food therefore we should
cease to subsidize in reverse as it
were.,

The result of this blessing of Ceres
was that the small shopkeepers (not de -
barring those over six feet) complained
that with the operation of the non-social-
ist laws of economics (by which they
live) the supermarkets would get the
best discounts and undercut the small
shopkeeper. Thus the reduction in
bread prices would bring ruin to the
small shopkeeper. Thus the reduction
in bread prices would bring ruin to the
small shopkeeper.

It is an observable fact that the law of
economics is 'to him that hath it shall
be given; to him that hath not it shall
be taken away even that which he hath’.
Wholesale suppliers of commodities
from books to watches and, so it seems,
bread, give more generous discounts to
those buying larger quantities. This is
an inevitability of capitalism since the
cost-accountancy of a small transaction
is as greatly burdened with parasites as
the cost-accountacy of a large transac-
tion, only the latter takes place less
often.

Regular habituees of supermarkets
observe from time to time 'Special Of -
fers' of goods one would not dream of
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buying, and apparently no one did, but
lurking amid all this junk are 'loss lead-
ers' or what in other commercial circ -
les are called 'sucker -bait'. Bread, it
is assumed by the small shopkeeper,
would be one of those gifts of the Lore-
lei to lure the shopper into the whirl-
pool of conspicuous consumption which
is the life-style of the supermarket.

Secondly, one of the other laws of
economics which may ultimately oper -
ate is that of monopoly; so that (even if
the supermarkets do not already own a
bakery or two) they will by price cutting
establish a monopoly of bread sales,
then up go the prices to what is laughing-
ly known as 'normal’'. Thus will bread

price itself out of the British home.

Now what British knight will rescue
the British loaf (and the small-shop-
keeper)? Who will fight for the shop-
keeper's private-enterprise right to
make as much money as possible, to
lure in as many customers as possible
from those dreadful supermarkets and
ultimately, such is the nature of private
enterprise and the virtue of the British
way of life, open a supermarket him-
self? None but the wicked socialistic
trade unionists —the dread URTU, the
United Road Transport Union.

They stepped forward to use the good
old British (or rather, Irish) method of
the boycott—to refuse to deliver bread
to establishments selling at less than
17p. Some hot-headed revolutionaries
in the URTU wanted to make it 19p but
so far moderation has prevailed. This
has been done not only to preserve the
way of life of the small shopkeeper but
to thus preserve the round of URTU
members and make it possible for them
to continue working and providing the
service (at a cost) of supplying what is
now known as 'bread' to the public atan
'economic' price.

We may expect the small shopkeeper
to seek to be protected from the opera-
tion of those economic laws by which
he lives. Whether it is better to pro-
long his life and restrain the supermar -
kets from establishing complete mono-
poly is a moot point. By whom we
should be exploited is one of our few
choices.

But for the unions to join in this

- choice of co-exploiters is a growing

practice. It is an obvious dilemma to

be faced with a complete loss of a way
of livelihood but it is surely a contra-
diction of what the unions were founded

for, to join with the least evil of the
exploiters to exploit the consumer ?
That the reward of such exploitation is
the prolongation of the usual employ-
ment by a few years more is insuffici-

. ent.

If the unions were not inherently
conservative in their wage-gaining,
job-sustaining functions, and accord-
ingly in their outlook, they would see
that the function of the unions is com-
plete workers' control of the production
and distribution of bread, or of books,
or newspapers, or of watches, and that
any compromise with small shopkeep-
ers or large employers is no substitute,

And what of the Min of Ag? It is no
function of his to facilitate the cheap
distribution of food. He, like the exist-
ing unions, works within the framework
of the capitalist profit-making system.
This he can operate in no other way
than he does. Should the unions outbid
him in profit making¢

Jack Robinson.

workin
likeab

THE SUBJECT of 'work' possesses an
irresistible fascination for pundits, pol-
iticians and journalists—they love work,
they can write and expound about it for
ages. Literature, and even painting are
full of noble sentiments about work —
for other people of course. 'Go to the
ant, thou sluggard'. 'The busy bee’.
The animal kindom is particularly bles-
sed —or cursed—with the habit of work
and every now and again we are be-
seeched to follow their excellent exam-
ple.

The latest advocate of these animal-
istic precepts is Mr. Jack Jones—an
avid organizer of work for others—who
has advocated that this should be the
year of the Beaver, no matter what the
Chinese have ordained. This anthropo-
morphism has its pitfalls, particularly
for those who have not checked their
natural history beforehand.

Despite Comrade Kropotkin's pertin-
ent exposition of the behaviour of anim-
als as an example in mutual aid it is
salutary to remember that we have cer-
tain advantages over the animals and we
are therefore not fore-ordained to slav-
ishly copy the behaviour of animals
whether it be in work or warfare.

S
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HOLLEY CANTINE DIES

HOLLEY CANTINE died in a fire at
his home in Woodstock, New York on

January 2nd.

During the nineteen-forties there

were two anarchist journals in the Eng-

lish language published in the United
States. One was Why which later be-
came Resistance, published in New
York by a group whose survivors today
include Audrey Goodfriend, David Kovan
and David Wieck. The other was Retor
which was edited, printed and publishe
by Holley Cantine and Dachine Rainer
from Bearsville, NY. All these people
were in those days just names to the
Freedom Press group, but years later
they became dear friends.

Retort was an excellent magazine.
Some of Paul Goodman's wartime es-
says, reprinted many years later in

" Drawing the Line, first appeared there,
as did Richard Wilbur's marvellous
piece on Aristophanic pacifism, which I
reproduced twenty years later in
Anarchy. Only those who have under -
taken the task of hand-setting, making
ready, machining and distributing type,
know the effort involved, and the conti-
nued appearance of Retort was a tribute

to the steadfastness of Holley and
Dachine and their Gordon upright foot-
pedal press.

In 1950 they produced in the same way
the book Prison Etiquette : the Convictl's
Compendium of Useful Informafion in
which they edited and introduced the

BEAVERS

It is usual in language to derogate
work as 'fit for horses'; to 'work like
a black', '‘work like a slave' or 'work
like a '" be as 'busy as a bee’'.
This betrays an inborn supposition that
there is something wrong with the regu-
lar, joyless, habitual practice of work-
ing. Of work for work's sake, or work
for some aim cloudily removed from
reality, like deflation, the stability of
the pound, the gross national producti-
on or the fair name of England and the
Trade Union movement.

But back to Jack Jones' beaver. The
major work of the beaver is the con-
struction of dams for its colont with the
purpose of blocking rivers and make a
fish catchment area into which the bea-
ver can burrow from the banks and be
assured of a fresh supply of fish and a
permanent communal home. Having re-
gard to the delicate nature of Anglo-
Irish relations we cannot, nor would
Jack Jones wish us to, expound on the
absence of beavers in Ireland. Sad to
say, the beaver is almost extinct in
Britain too.

Further more to confuse Mr. Jones'
natural history still more confoundedly,
if the beaver finds ample food on land
it will refrain from felling trees and
building dams, in short refrain from
working like a beaver.

But the prime flaw in the woodpile to

testimony of American war -resisters of
the Second World War. They printed
two thousand copies on half a ton of
paper donated by James Laughlin, and
the book has since become a kind of un-
derground classic of prison literature,
qugted in all the criminological text
books and penal bibliographies, even
though the editors explained that they
published it ''neither because we want
to reform the prison system, nor mere-
ly to honour the valour and integrity of
its contributors'. They said they wan-
ted to provide a helpful manual for pri-
soners, but what they produced was
really a manual on the ultimate nature
of the State. In the 1950s Holley trans-
lated the greater part of Volin's 900-
page La Revolution Inconnue and his
translation was published in two large
volumes by Freedom Press (and in the
U.S. by the Libertarian Book Club).
""So far as I am aware, "' Holley wrote

in his preface, ''this is the only book on

the Russian Revolution that shows that
this revolution was made by the Russian
people, without any assistance whatever
from political parties or revolutionary

groups. "

*

Years later still, we actually met
Holley Cantine when he visited this
country. I am now talking of the late
1960s and early 1970s, by which time
he had become a white-beared sailor -
capped figure with a soft voice and a
faraway look in his eyes, like one of the

mix the metaphor beyond unscrambling
is that the behaviour of the beaver is
thoroughly instinctive, apt to be motive -
less and being unreasonable thoroughly
unsociable —to man's society that is.

Beavers have been known to build
dams where there was no flowing river,
and no fish. They have, like the semi-
legendary lemmings, kept up a habit
when the need and purpose no longer
existed. They have created great havoc
and flooding all to little purpose.

Some years ago in Iowa the local beav-
ers were just such a nuisance, decimat-
ing forests before man could do so and
flooding land without even the excuse of
a Water Board. The Iowan authorities
decided to drop beavers by parachute in-
to mountain territory where they could
re-colonize and not interfere with man's
own anti-ecological behaviour. The nat-
uralist reported the success of the ven-
ture insofar as the mountain hunters had

a good haul of beaver pelts.

Basically however the behaviour of the
beaver is sound, sociable to its own
species (Kropotkin says they "are en-
dowed, as known, with a most sympa-
thetic character, their astounding dams
and villages, in which generations live
and die without knowing of any enemies
but the otter and man, so wonderfully
illustrate what mutual aid can achieve
for the security of the species, the de-
velopment of social habits, and the evo-
lution of intelligence, that they are fami-

heroes of Conrad's novels. One year he

brought with him his flugelhorn and an-
other year his trombone, and on another
occasion a tape-recording of the Wood-

stock Band, which was every bit as bad

as he claimed it was. By great good
fortune T have a family of musicians,
and my characteristic memory of Holley
is of him braying away on the trombone
and our son on his first battered trum-
pet playing Down by the Riverside in an
ecstasy of inaccurate improvisation.

I would have wished a more tranquil
death for a man as peaceable and as

vulnerable as Holley Cantine, and I am

sure that the sympathy of Freedom
Press and its readers goes to all those

he loved and especially to his daughter

Therese.

CW. 53

A BATALHA, the only anarcho-syndi-
calist paper in publication in that
country, is back again in circulation,
as a monthly. The present address is
A BATALHA
Caixa Postal 5085
LISBOA 5, Portugal.

The money crisis which stopped its
publication for about one year is not
over yet and our Portuguese comrades
are appealing to.our international soli-
darity for funds and written material
to ensure the continuance of A Batalha

—one of the few Revolutionary publica-
tions in Portugal.

PORTUGAL

liar to all interested in animal life.

. . . with the beavers. . .we already find
the feature which will also be distinctive
of human communities—that is, work
in common".) ; e ‘

ase ! )

One hesitates to think that Jack Jones
was thinking of this passage in Mutual
Aid. Where is the beaver mass produc-
tion? the beaver export drive® . As
can be seen, the sum total of the
beavers' work is the direct provision of
food and shelter for the species without
the intermediation of money and the
wage and profit system.

At the moments we work like b S
in order to get enough together to keep
up our physical strength, maintain our
families in food and shelter and shore
up our morale sufficiently to repeat the
operation next Monday morning.

Once the beaver, with help from his
community, has built his dam only
storms or man will force him to work
like a beaver again on that damn dam.
For him no conveyor belt of useless,
shoddy jerry-built dams which by some
trick of salesmanship can be exchanged
for money which the beaver can ex-
change for frozen fish fingers.

Least of all do we find the beaver or
any other species of animal going
around with a placard demanding 'The
Right to Work'.

J. R.
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Sentence extended

ONE OF THE prisoners who took part
in the riot which shook Hull prison and

the Home Office last September was
Jake Prescott. He was serving the 10
years (reduced from 15) imposed at the
"Angry Brigade' trial in 1971. He was
due for release in October this year
had he earned the full remission for
"good behaviour'. But on New Year's
Eve he was presented with a 700 days'
sentence (of loss of remission) which
will keep him in gaol at least until Oct-
ober 1979.

During this imprisonment Jake Pres-
cott has developed into a vigorous camp-
aigner for human rights in prison, organ-
ising petitions and making legal repres-
entations over ill treatment and the int-
erception of prisoners' letters. With the
help of Islington Law Centre he was to
have gone to the European Court of Hum-
an Rights (Strasbourg) just about the
time of the Hull riot.

137 other prisoners were given sent-
ences to serve resulting from the Hull
riot and 13 more received '"'suspended
sentences.'" The Board of Visitors who
hear disciplinary actions against prison-
ers dismissed charges brought against a
further 29 Hull prisoners.

One of the men sentenced, Ronald
St. Germain, who lost 130 days' remiss-
ion to include 70 days' loss of privileges
and 70 days' solitary, applied to the
High Court for leave to appeal against
conviction of participation in the riot.
This was granted. He claimed he was in
his cell at the time, and that at the
Board of Visitors hearing he had not had
the opportunity to call full evidence to
support this, nor to address the Board
fully, and that his cross examination had
been interrupted.

Jake Prescott also claims he was not
allowitd to call any of his witnesses at
his heiring, and that of his long written
defence statement all the Board heard
of it was extracts read to them by the
prison governor (Guardian, 7.1.77).

Islington Law Centre has now brought
together a defence committee to raise
funds and prepare the strongest legal
challenge they can to the star chamber
system whereby prisoners are brought
before the Board of Visitors and senten-
ced without the right of legal represent-
ation. Their address iss 161 Hornsey
Road N. 7 (tel: 607 2461).

Black Cross

THE ANARCHIST Black Cross are
proposing to initiate civil action in the
courts to recover money they say has
been stolen by the police in Dublin
from the home of Noel Murray.

The December issue of Black Flag
guotes from the transcript of the court
session of 8 June 1976 when Noel Murray
referred to £7000 collected for the
Anarchist Black Cross' prisoner relief
and saidthe police were illegally hold-
ing the money on the pretext that it had
been stolen from the bank.

At a public meeting held on 14 January
it was also reported that Noel Murray
was now allowed to mix with other
prisoners. Marie, however, is still

being kept apart. At the time of writing
it is not yet known when her re-trial
will begin, but it is known that it will

be held before the same three judges.
In the meantime the Murray Defence
Committee in Dublin is joining with
other groups in a major campaign for
the abolition of the Special Criminal
Court.

CARBALLO FREED

FERNANDO CARBALLO BLANCO
was the longest serving political prison-
er in Spain. We are happy to report
that he was released last week after
being in prison since 1964 when he was
arrested and tried with Stuart Christie.
Carballo was sentenced to 30 years.

GARI

1 January 1977 marked the beginning
of the third year of pre-trial detention
of three members of the GARI (Groupes
d'action révolutionnaires international -
istes). Since March 1976 the accused
have been deferred to the Court of Ass-
izes in a move by the authorities to °
try to depoliticise the case.

Now the investigations are almost
completed, but we do not yet know
whether the authorities wish to hold a
trial (which would not take place for
6 months?) or whether they are awaiting
a favourable moment to grant bail.

As for the position of the three prison-
ers, they feel a little forgotten by the
revolutionary movement and by libertar -
ians in particular, and hostages of the
"anti-terrorist' policy of the authorities.

Despite that they hope for a real rev-
olutionary solidarity which would above
all be an elaboration of the revolutionary
critique (theoretical and practical) -
radical and general critique of capital
and the State in all its forms.

vttt 1

For us the juridical aspect is second-

ary, but we have to face it so as to apply
pressure; therefore we ask you to write
to the examinating magistrate: M. Guy
PIA, Juge d'Instruction, Palais de Just-
ice, 75 Paris, demanding their release.
Write in "moral" solidarity to: Michel

Camilleri; Mario Ines Torres, Jean-
Marc Rouillan,” Prison de la Sante, 42

rue de la Sante, 75014 Paris.

- Communiqué from Comité
d'Informations sur les Détenus des ex-

Gari, Martin BP 4098-31030 Toulouse,
France.
o ek o

Deserter Arrested

A FRENCH DESERTER, Alain Bonn-
eaud, has been on hunger strike in the
prison of Montauban where he has been -
held since his arrest in November last
year. A deserter since March 1976
Alain may at any time be transferred to
Landau in Germany, where he was
stationed, and sentenced to 2 years in
a military gaol.

In a'manuscript written just after his
desertion, Alain Bonneaud describes the
army as the "trampoline of coercive
power' and calls for the formation of
revolutionary anarcho-communist com-
munes as a means of creatively destroy-
ing the power structure. He rejects the
left wing concept of a people's army
and criticises the lack of analysis of
those within the army such as the supp-
orters of the soldiers' committees
"which, like the workerism of the part-
ies who wish to be the vanguard of the
workers' movement, condemn neither
the army nor work (as such)..."

He believes that libertarian structures
could exist in a stable and durable way
and outside the notion of escape (fuite)
that has been the lot of the communitar -
ian movement in France until now.
"Whether through the form of a network
or a federation, the idea is there to be
put into oractice, merhaps on a regional
basis. "

We understand that Alain Bonneaud
has said he will continue to refuse food
till released from his military obligat-
ions. The address of his support com-
mittee is: 30 rue Gatien-Arnoult, 31000
Toulouse. He himself can be contacted
at the Maison d'arret Montauban,
Tarn-et-Garonne, France.

Childinthe City

"...As well as the motorway is the
gypsies. They live next to the motor -
way on the grassland. And out of this
grassy land there are birds - but
poiscning themsleves to death on the
terrible, terrible litter. The birds
are eating the worms which have
come out of the polluted ground.
These birds will die - but that can't be
helped. But yes, it can be helped.
People can help...

". .. The thing about this place is the
air - the air smells of SMUCK - cind-
ered toast. But the birds fly on!"

This extractfrom the tape-recorded
observations of an 11 year old child at
the Notting Dale Urban Studies Centre .
is taken from BEE, the monthly Bulletin
of Environmental Education (17 Carlton
House Terrace, SW1) which is the organ
of the Town and Country Planning Assoc-
iation. Colin Ward, who is well known
to FREEDOM readers and is education
officer of the TCPA, recently gave a

continued on page5



















