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VICTIMS OF THE SYSTEM

THE PRIME MINISTER, Mr Callaghan,
has, in the face of growing opposition
from trade unionists, called for a third
year of pay restraint. His reasons
were that unless the social contract
continued to operate there would be
further inflation, leading to more people
being unemployed.

Mr Callaghan sounded as though he
had already got their agreement when
he said that this third year '‘will probab-
ly be the most difficult of all because
people are inevitably impatient, and I
understand it. "

Of course we have, or should have,
become accustomed to this type of
speech which ignores completely the
.present situation. It ignores totally
what has happened over the last two
years under the social contract. That
contract was supposed to combat the
present plight now facing working people
- inflation and unemployment. And yet
we find that the rate of inflation in
January was the highest for two years
and the overall rise in wholesale prices
in 1976 was 19. 6 over the previous year.
At the same time there are more people
without jobs now than there has been
since the war.

ARTHUAL MOYSFm
THE DIFFERENTIAL

Certainly the social contract has been
successful, but not for working people.
They have made all the sacrifices,
giving the employers every chance to
gain markets for their goods and increase
profits. The current crisis hasn't been
created by greedy trade unionists hold-
ing thé country to ransom, but by the

very competitive nature of the capitalist
system.

Even governments and the interests
they serve recognise that international
intervention and cooperation between
the western industrial nations is necess-
ary to assist ailing economies. There
is no doubt that the ruling classes fear
revolts which would erupt if people are
forced to suffer cutbacks in their stand-
ards of living.

At the moment that revolt is express-
ing itself in demands for an end to pay
restraint and a return to free collective
bargaining. It is coming from workers
at Leylands, Fords, Vauxhalls and
from the president of the mineworkers,
Mr Gormley.

He said: ""The only way to lose an
election is for these retraints to be
kept on, because it is the traditionally
Labour voters who are feeling frustrat-
ed."

ANARCHISTS
TORTURED IN SPAIN

SOME ANARCHISTS who were arrest-
ed in Barcelona on 30 January are not
only still being held in prison, but are
being tortured.

On 30 January about 50 members of
the Iberian Anarchist Federation (FAT)
and the National Confederation of
Labour (CNT) were holding an open but
unauthorised meeting in the La Fuente
bar in Calle Resellon, Barcelona.

The meeting, which was, it seems,
discussing questions of policy, was
broken up by the Guardia Armada, the
civil police, who arrested all those

present.

Twenty three of the 50 were uncondit-
ionally released by the judge on 8
February on grounds of lack of evidence
but at the time of writing the rest have
not been charged and brought vefore
the judge, although the civil governor
of Barcelona has intervened on their
behalf. On 10 February another group
of 11 anarchists, including two Italians,
came up before the judge, who released
six of them again unconditionally for
lack of evidence. But at least 12 mem-
bers of the CNT may still be undergoing
torture at the Jefatura Superior de
Policia in Via Layetana.

A press release issued on 11 Februar

towels to avoid leaving marks.

de Oriol.

This is the Labour government's dil-
emma. Certainly the wage restraint
has helped to combat inflation, but the
social contract has also shown that
wages are but a small factor affecting
inflation.

Working people have been the victims
of events and of the profit system under
which they have no control. To some
extent the government also finds itself
helpless to control the foreign financial
interests which have exerted their
power on the pound. The working class,
over the last year, have made sacrif-
ices 1in order to restore business con-
fidence and the value of the pound.

Now the government and the trade

union Jeaders on the TUC's economic
committee favour another year of rest-

raint. In the weeks ahead we shall see
the comings and goings of these leaders,
horse trading over wage norms, tax .
concessions, the Bullock report and

14. 2. 71.

by Amnesty International in London
stated that: ""The torture reportedly
includes beating with fists and trunch-
eons while victims are wrapped in
Others
receive kicks in the spine. Most of
the detainees have been hung by the
hands from hot water pipes on the ceil-
ing. They include one known by name .
- Manuel Garcia Iglesias. Lawyers
and a doctor were refused admission

at the police station when they attempted
to see another detainee, Isaac Garcia
Pinero, who is reportedly suffering
from two broken ribs. Isaac Garcia
Pinero has reportedly been particularly
harshly treated, as the police maintain
that he possesses arms. "

AI also said that another CNT member
Diego Delgdo Lebron, was arrested in
Cordoba on 10 February and illegally
transferred out of the jurisdiction of
Cordoba to Barcelona.

This report has been scarcely, if at
all, mentioned in the British press,
preoccupied as it is with trying to dis-
cover the identity of GRAPO and with
the success of the Spanish police in
rescuing Lieutenant General Amilio

Villaescusa and Senor Antonio Maria
cont.on page
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FREE HOSTEL

The Newcastle Anarchist Group
have sent the following report:

On Friday January 28th the Newcastle
Anarchist Group occupied a four storey
block at 4 Mosley Street, Newcastle.
This building had been empty since
July 1976. While this and other similar
buildings remain unoccupied, many
people are homeless. Some are able to
get a bed and shelter at hostels run by
groups such as the Salvation Army and
the Cyrenians, but these organisations
cannot hope to provide beds for all the
homeless. As a result, many are
forced to sleep in derelict houses and
other similar places, which provide at
least some form of shelter.

The Mosley Street offices were occ-
upied in an attempt to provide shelter
for some of these people, and also in
an attempt to show how a Free Hostel
can work. The Free Hostel is run with
a minimum of rules, people being able
to come and go as they please, and
generally being encouraged to help in
the running of the place. In this way
we begin to build up a friendly commun-

ity.

So far, the occupation has been
presented by the media as an "Anarchist-
Student Squat'' with little attention being
paid to its real function. But if the
hgstel is to continue, we need the supp-
ort and involvement of other groups
and individuals; we need ideas on how
to continue running a Free Hostel; and
we will need other premises which we
can use on a permanent basis, because
we will very probably be evicted in the
near future. What is more, the tres-
pass clauses in the Criminal Law Bill
which is at present going through Parl-
iament will make this sort of action
impossible in the future, and will also
make it illegal to carry out other forms
of direct action. Homeless people will
not be able to defend their interests by
squatting, workers will not be able to
defend themselves by occupying their
factories, or students by occupying
their colleges.

So if you want to help in any way,
come down and see us at 4 Mosley
Street. We are open24 hours a day.
7 days a week.

VICTIMS

free collective bargaining, in order to
sell us as a package once again, and
this will mean further concessions to
the financial and business interests.
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"ALL RIGHT LADS, EVERYONE OVER
SIXTY WHO'S BEEN DOWN HERE FOR
OVER TWENTY YEARS CAN COME
OUT NOW. "

In this horsetrading some of the more
powerful unions will no doubt try to gain
a higher percentage increase for their
craft-minded members. In fact much
of the car workers' revolt centres
around the erosions of the craft or skill
differential.

¥

When you work under a system which

is based on competition and greed it is

understandable that, even though it is
against their real interests, people
should reflect these attitudes. But if
people want a different society where
they have control over their lives, then
also their present attitudes will haye to
change. It is little use seeking differ -
entials when they only divide the skilled
and the unskilled. It is little use prod-
ucing goods which have no useful funct-
ion., The trouble is, the working class
has been for too long content with about
third best. We have accepted poor
housing, a bad health scheme, rotten
education, adulterated food, while at
the same time we scramble for higher
wages instead of taking over completely.

In saying this I am not advocating
that we do net demand wage increases
but that always in our demand we should
seek to control more aspects of our

livgs. PI
Anna
Mendelson

ANNA MENDE LSON, one of the five
jailed in connection with the "Angry
Brigade' in 1972, was released on par -
ole in November. Now an official ann-
ouncement to that effect has been made
and suddenly it's news. The popular
press has recapped most of the distort-
ions they printed at the time and there
have been loud trumpetings from such

as Patrick Wall and Eldon Griffiths.

It is worth noting that the release
attracted no publicity at the time although
the press must have been aware of it.
Black Flag printed it in their December

issue. Now, according to Griffiths,
law and order is about to ecrumble and
the police will have to start shooting
first and asking questions later. This
is in contrast to the confident crowing -
after the sentences in the "Balcombe St.
trial". .

The four, who were convicted of being
directly linked with bombings and shoot-
ings (Jake Prescott was convicted on
different charges) were all jailed for
10 years, whilst four others, tried on
the same evidence, were acquitted.

The stories have altered slightly
over four years; for example it now
seems that heaps of gelignite and mach-
ine guns were found, not under a table
as originally stated, but "under the bed
she shared with her lover" (Daily Ex-
press). Against the background of belat-
ed indignation over the release it is
worth remembering that the original
convictions were extremely dubious and
that several earlier applications for
release were refused (even when Hilary
Creek was seriously ill with anorexia
nervosa).

The reason for the release is, appar -
ently, that if Anna was released at the
end of her sentence no check could be
kept on her; as she is now on parole her
"rehabilitation' can be supervised.

It is denied that the other three will
be similarly paroled (so what about the
preceding argument ) and Jake Pres-
cott has recently had his sentence ex-
tended in the recent protest riots at
Hull prison.

West Germany

Malte Vorbeck, an engineer, has
lost his job with the Cologne gas, elec-
tricity and water board because he is
living with Christel Ensslin, gister of
the RAF member Gudrun Ensslin. The
company appealed against a court decis-
ion in favour of Malte Vorbeck on the
grounds that Christel was a member of
"the committee against torture of polit-
ical prisoners in West Germany." She
was also charged by the Cologne pros-
ecutor with "defamation of the State and
its symbols''.

Although the appeal court again decid: -
ed in Vorbeck's favour he is still unem-
ployed because the company has lodged
an appeal with the federal labour court.

FLAG

A Federation of London Ararchist
Groups meeting will be held on 5 March
starting at 10 am at Freedom Press
bookshop, 84b Whitechapel High
Street, London E.1. The meeting is
being called to discuss the future of
.FLAG and the appointment of a
secretariat. All London groups and
individuals are invited to attend.




BRING ON

THE JUBILEE!

GLANCING OVER the posh (and not-so-

posh) Sundays last weekend one felt like
returning to bed and staying there till
1977 had gone away. For, with the un-
erring passion for the banal, the use-
less and the obsolescent which generally
pervades the press, they were featuring
the 25th anniversary of the ascent to the
throne of Great Britain and her Domini -
ons (including sweet Rockall) of Eliza-
beth IT of England - and, with an oily
glug - Elizabeth I of Scotland. Celebra-
tions of this calendrial non-event will
continue throughout the year -—econom -
ies permitting-—so we are in for a wal-
low in monarchist sentiment for a year
at least. '

Far be it from anarchists to preach
the doctrine of republicanism but even
that utilitarian doctrine has been deser -
ted. Largely because, like female suf-
frage, it was not the universal remedy

it seemed, and partly because the abso-
lute powers of monarchy have been mod-
erated somewhat and the Czarist regime
of 'despotism tempered by dynamite’' is
a rarity. Indeed, universal suffrage and
the ballot box have produced tyrants
enough to merit assassination-—with the
added fault that the electors have,
seemingly, no one but themselves to
blame.

It was not even necessary to be a lefty
or a progressive in Victorian times to
be a Republican, one could be a Radical
like Charles Bradlaugh and Joseph
Chamberlain; even such respectable
gentlemen as Charles Dilke, John
Bright, John Morley, J. R. Green and
A. C. Swinburne the poet embraced re-
publicanism. Obviously the abolition of
the monarchy is, and was, a technical-
ity which could be carried out without
disturbing the social order except as
Belloc point out

"The accursed Power which stands on

privilege

And goes with Women and Champagne

and Bridge

Broke; and Democracy resumed her

reign,

Which goes with Bridge and Women,

and Champagne. "
Even though some of the vices listed by
Belloc have changed their popularity the
point is still valid. Everything changes
still to remain the same.

Herbert Spencer, that most respect-
able and usually dull individualist Vict-
orian once, when asked about royalty,
said 'T am not interested in the crimin-
al classes'. The criminality of Royalty
is not so obvious as in the days of naked
kingly power —which was in fact chal-
lenged, checked and overthrown by
newly-rising classes aided by the perm-
anently -depressed lower classes —but
is still there in evidence and in action.
The power gained by deception and
force, the property seized by conquest
and enslavement, the position maintain-

ed by propaganda, P.R. and supersti-
tion, the re-writing of history and the
childish deceptions and uneasy suppres-
sions of embarrassing truths. In all
this criminal conspiracy to foist upon
us a further crop of parasites—man is
the only animal that considers himself

rich by the number of parasites he can
afford —it can only be urged that we

have the blessing of stability through
the monarchy, and the maintenance of
a symbol.

_ *

The usual scandal suppressed about
Royal houses is insanity in the family.
The Georges III and IV were both afflic-
ted with bouts of insanity. Further back
in history this insanity evidenced itself
in tyranny and extermination of imagin-
ed (or real) enemies at home. The per-
secution of Protestants and Catholics
by Mary and Elizabeth I following each
other in succession was a grotesque
example of the lunacy called religion.

In the whole pack of royalty it would
seem that clubs are out of favour. Not
that the velvet glove distributing Maundy
money does not often show the mailed
fist of 'the Queen's pleasure’. but the
pack has been shuffled differently. The
ostentatious conspicuous consumption of
playing diamonds (even this year the
loot of the Koh-I-Noor diamond has been
disputed with a newly formed band of

brigands) is not felt to be quite the thing.

The spade work of interfering with such
fragments of the democratic process as
still exist is-also fortunately rare al-
though that ex-Greek unemployed (and
as far as is known, unemployable) ex-
naval polo-player still shoots off his
mouth from time to time.

No, the suit being played is hearts,
proving how human they all are. The
God-King or Queen puts on a headscarf
or a cap and comes down and dwells
among us. The popular press's human-
interest approach scales them down to
suburban size, at the same time retain-
ing the ambivalence of the symbol. The
Royal-Mum incarnate with Charlie-boy
the sex-hungry teenager (will he or
won't he 1) and Maggie the problem sis-
ter and the trouble with Tony. Like a
soap-opera made flesh we are supposed
to react to the Royal family's triviali-
ties of circumscribed and unimaginative
lives made real by shock-scandal-hor -
ror. The old standby of sexual scandal
has supposedly no significance in a
"permissive'' society but in fact, sexu-
al scandal was the thing which human-
ized royalty in Victorian and Edwardian
times. The God-King's potency and
sexual prowess was something which
his worshippers, no matter how seem-
ingly Puritanical the age, secretly ad-
mired. Edward VII was popular largely
‘because of this, Edward VIII lost little
in the public eye by his passion for Mrs.
Wallis Simpson, Charles is remember -
ed for his affair with Nell Gwynne rath-
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er than for any of his monarchist
follies. ;

Each of these methods of dealing out
roualty has been tried and will be tried.
The same routines have been employed
to put over heads of state; in some
countries the president is equally sym-
holic and equally revered. In the Soviet
Union, Czarist forms of honour have
been revived to elevate Comrade Bresh-
nev above the common herd.

It is the existence of such leadership,
whether power is represented by brute
force, political guile, financial display
and domination or mass persuasion,
that anarchists question. The whole
questioning of leadership includes the
part of the abolition of the monarchy.
But we must beware lest for example the
abolition of Nicolas the Czar of all the
Russias lead only to the establishment
and deification of Lenin and Stalin,
Czars of all the Russias, and their
bloody successors Krushchev, Bresh-
nev and Co.

Assassination, in a nominal democ-
racy with its clear lines of succession,
has no longer the usefulness it might
once have had in some times and places.
But we must, alas', live through this
jubilee year and extract what lessons
and knowledge we can from this deplor -
able exhibitionism.

The original meaning of the word 'jub-
ilee' was an occasion of celebration
when slaves and prisoners would be re-
leased. No such liberation is proposed
and the mental slavery of monarchy will
be further fettered upon us. It is up to
us to bring the jubilee.

Jack Robinson.

Third LEA. Congress

The Preparation Commission for the Third
Congress of the IFA Secretariat has been in
existence as a working body for one year,
The congress in preparation will be a congress
consisting of the members of the International
Federation, All members are being asked to
present their papers for the congress agenda.,
These papers should be received no later than
one month before the congress takes place
so that they can be translated and published.
Federations, groups or individuals who are
not members of IFA are welcome to participate
as observers. The organisers however
request that those who wish to attend as
observers send a political, economic and
social report on the anarchist movement and
its activities in their respective countries
(3rd point on the congress agenda).

One condition absolutely necessary for
participation as observers is that the names
and addresses of those wishing to attend be
sent to the organisers no later than one month
before the congress, This will probably take
place at Easter,

IFA describes itself as representing social
and revolutionary anarchists working for the
establishment of a communist |libertarian
society. "At this time of internationalisation
of problems' say the organisers, "it is incon=
ceivable to remain unorganised and isolated, "

Answers should be addressed to: Gregoroff . |
20 bis rue Tourlaque 75018 Paris France.










































