ANARCHIST

FREEDOM ASARGHFTL

JUNE 11 77 'VOLUME 38 NO 11 FIFTEEN PENCE
—
Red Brigades P.3 Political Control P.9 Bt Syndicalism P.11

MANKIND IS about to make a leap into the use of timber as fuel in the past (particularly ed by MIT) concludes that the supplies of oil
future with a technology that developed from in China) has had a devastating ecological will cease to meet demand beteen 1985 and
the deliberate destruction of two cities and effect. It could be argued that use of nuclear 1995." And he concludes:

energy might have some beneficial effects in . « « wind=-power is close to the stage where
this respect. The main practical objections a large production prototype cculd be built
are: and at present seems fo be the only way in
which a major part of the 'energy gap'
cculd be filled in time; it should produce
useful energy at about one third the cost of
a nuclear system,

their inhabitants by nuclear devices, at Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki.

Those of us who were about at the time felt
the wave of horror and foreboding that went
round the werld in consequence of this act.
The development of nuclear weapons has not
ceased. Even the testing of such weapons has
probably resulted in casualties that have been
uncounted, The atmospheric testing of nuclear

} weapons was abandoned by the world nuclear
powers, apart from China and France, after
the growth of a world-wide campaign spear- water and the atmosphere);
headed by direct action of the Committee of 4) the pressure on other finite resources that
100. unlimited energy resources presupposes.
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"Mutants' March"

[) the creation of highly toxic radioactive
wastes which there is ne technology tc adequ-
ately contain;

2) that the necessarily vast numbers of power
staticns will increase the background radioact-
ivity continually (remember that many experts
consider that gny increase in this is hazardous);
3) the ecological effects of heat wastage (into

1

"WE SHOULD NOT RELY ON A PRO-
CESS THAT PRODUCES PLUTONIUM
UNLESS THERE IS NO REASONABLE
ALTERNATIVE . "

— report of the Royal Commission on
Environmental Pollution. No .6(HMSO)

Around these nuclear activities a vast com-
mercial and industrial network had been per-
suaded that this great act of viélence by the
United States could be harnessed fcr the peace-
ful use and good of mankind.

Leaving aside here the social consequences
of nuclear-based society, let us deal with the
economics of nuclear energy.

A report in the Guarcian by Anthony Tucker

recently said

. » ithis means that we are now talking ab-

out public investment for the whole nucle-

ar programme of sums well in excess of

£ 2,000 millions and probably in excess of

£ 3,000 millions during the next decade.

And it is already clear from many assess-

menfs that this is an act of faith upon

which no normal economic returns can be

expected.

THIS SORT OF INVESTMENT ALSO RE-
QUIRES A TREMENDOUS CONSUMPTION
OF FOSSIL FUEL TO MANUFACTURE THE
MILLIONS OF TONS OF CONCRETE
REQUIRED. TO BUILD THE REACTORS FOR
SUCH AN ENORMOUS PROGRAMME.

Over the years the inherent dangers of this
technology, so dramatically and tragically il-
lustrated by the dropping of the atomic bombs,
have been pushed to the back of the human

‘ mind as we have come to accept a belief that
the continued functioning of human society de-
pends on large quantities of energy.
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SUNDAY 12 JUNE 1977

Assemble 2,30 p.m. at Riverside Gardens
S.W.1 (north end of Vauxhall Bridge)

March goes via Electricity Council,
Department of the Environment, British
Nuclear Fuels Ltd, -to end in

ST. JAMES' SQUARE (Rio Tinfo Zinc
and British Nuclear Associates Ltd.)

Fear of the consequences of widespread de-
pendence on nuclear energy has spread to the
Establishment itself and they are having an in-
quiry not only intc the processing plant at
Windscale but also into the fast breeder reactor.
In the House of Commons on May 27th, the
Environment Secretary, Peter Shore, accord-
ing to The Guardian "made it plain that he
requires far greater public debate on the sub-
ject before he is prepared tc allow the reactor
to be built.

As has been pointed out by Professor Ryle of
; the Mullard Radio Astronomy Laboratory at
£ Cambridge University, a large proportion of
the energy we use is taken up in heating
buildings. In a climate like Britain's where

¥ temperatures fluctuate habitually, appropriate

NIJCLEAR
POWER .

adjustments can easily be made by variation of
burning of oil, gas or coal. Electricity cannot
easily be stored and therefcre the number of
power stations will have to be increased encr-
mously to cope with the peak periods. In his
recent letter in reply tc @ Guardian leader
Professor Ryle says, "How soon this capactty
will be needed depends on whether the present
trends in total energy demand can be reduced,

In particular, he is concerned at the long
radioactive life of the nuclear waste |eft
after the plutonium has been burned in the
reactor—and at the dangers for a free de-
mocratic society posed by the substantial
presence of plutonium, which is also the
raw material for nuclear weapons.

Mr. Shore said: 'l do not think anyone
can doubt that we are dealing with prob-
lems of quite exceptional character, and

but it seems likely that by the year 2000 world
supplies of oil wnll be in shert supply and very
much mcre expensive, The most recent anal ysis
(Energy—Global Prospects l985-20_(_)_9,sponsor-

It is true that the consumption of vast quanti-
ties of hydrocarbon fuels (gas, coal, oil) also
pollutes and that supplies are limlfed The

are making decisions that inevitably go far

into the future in their implications, S:;}
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'We are creating das a necessary consequ-
ence of nuclear power highly active wastes
that have a life to be measured in hundreds,
if not thousands, of years.' "

The EEC, also concerned with violent public
reaction to nuclear power, are suggesting that
inquiries on the British model might be follow-
ed. However, in the British inquiry the oppos-
tion to the nuclear proposals is denied the pro-
vision of public monies fo fund its case, which
puts the objectors at a disadvantage in the face
of the nuclear lobby 's almost limitless funds to
support their case.

The question is, has the decision already
been made and are these inquiries merely cos-
metics to ease the programme through and gain
“public support?

The Establishment has a dilemma. In order to
continue the rake's progress of ever-increasing
industrial growth with the enlargement of mul-
tinational and national capital an inexhaust-
ible source of power is necessary. To use inex-
haustible sources of free power it is necessary
to make an initial investment and to maintain

it.

There is one nuclear power station that has
been supplying the earth with energy since be-
fore there was life on the planet, and safely
too . The sun was also the scurce of all the en-
ergy stored in the form of fossil fuels, through
the agency of green plants. This very valuable
source of usable energy has been very much
diminished as a result of poor agricultural prac-

tice and industrialisation and wasteful consump-

tion,

Social

Consequences of
Going Nuclear

This is a field in which the inquiry is likely
to be limited in its approach. Given that estab-
lished power already uses draconian measures
to secure the state (e.g. the Terrorism Act) it
does not need a change of thinking to increase
the measures to cope or attempt to cope with
the dangers of plutonium going astray.

Referring to Anthony Tucker's report in the
Guardian once more:

When the Atomic Energy Authority and
British Nuclear Fuels armed its nuclear
guards someone said, unkindly perhaps but
accurately in this age of highly professional
terrorism, that you cannot create armed
guards by merely hanging holsters on watch-
men. Even more, you cannot create a secure
nuclear industry while you continue to pro-
liferate an out-of-date and insecurely-
fragmented industrial system. And from the
point of view of industrial nuclear security
the Windscale proposals appear fo be either
out of date, incomplete, or irrelevant. From
the point of view of aiding non-proliferation
through the provision of a kind of regional
centre, they are absurd.

Therefore it is reasonable to believe that
nuclear technology will mean more centralised
social control. Such high technology means
less employment except for technocrats into

whose hands we are placing the future of man
kind. '

As The Leveller for June 1977 says:
Why all the fuss? Because the plant expan-
sion would make Windscale one of the
West's main centres for reprocessing spent

nuclear fuel, including plutonium, which

is one of the most incomprehensibly danger-
ous substances known. And because the
Windscale expansion would be an essential
step towards plutonium reactors as a major
world energy source. This energy option
would mean a highly centralised society,
getting even more of its energy requirements
from a few huge power plants than we al-
ready do. Such a society would also need
to be a police state, with large amounts of
weapons—grade fissile material on road
and rail—the 1976 Atomic Energy Authority
(Special Constables) Act, with draconian
search and removal powers for the nuclear
police, indicates that we're well on the
way to such a state. And it would also be a
very dangerous society for nuclear power
workers, and the public, if the nuclear
industry's record so far is anything to go by.

Energy and Want

Never in the whole history of man has there
been such acolossal consumption of energy,
and never has there been such widespread hunr
ger and malnutrition.  Industrialisation and
its energy requirements increase the problem
rather than solve it. Georg Borgstrom in his
book The Hungry Planet (Collier, New York
1965) stresses this in his chapter on India:

. . . there prevails a deplorably erroneous
notion that industrialization as such would
increase the food supply. It is often said
that India's unemployed number as many as
the whole work force in the United States.
This refers to the approximately seventy-
five million seasonally unemployed in the
monsoon-governed agriculture. Large-scale
industrialization may seem an appropriate
measure, but it does not change the basic
condition that the people must have food
when they work in the mines, power plants,
iron works, or canning factories. Obviously
such industrialization increases the product-
ivity of the country and takes care of the
human surplus that could not possibly stay
on the land and continue dividing it up into
smaller and smaller plots. Very litile new
land can be exploited. Industrialization
further imprcves the individual's purchasing
power and thereby increases demand, but
this actually means that more food is need-
ed, not less. Food therefore remains the
key problem. (p.149 " Industrialization—
Fallacy or Remedy ?")

As he goes on to point out, industrialisation
and urbanisation increase population problems
and diminish food supplies. Nuclear energy
will increase all these problems, not diminish
them. It will increase mass alienation because
it will ensure the continuous development of
this process.

Privileged society is a violent society, indus-
trialisation increases that violence and extends
it to all paris of the environment, and nuclear
energy is a violent source of energy conceived
in war and developed with a disregard for
Ruman life. Albert Camus expresses the essen-
tial all too clearly in Neither Victims Nor Ex-
ecutioners:

One must understand what fear means:
what it implies and what it rejects. It im-
plies and rejects the same fact: a world
where murder is legitimate, and where
human life is considered trifling. . . All |
ask is that, in the midst of a murderous
world, we agree to reflect on murder and
to make a choice. After that, we can dis-

tinguish those who accept the consequences
of being murderers themselves or the accom-
plices of murderers, and those who refuse

to do so with all their force and being.
Since this terrible dividing line does actual-
ly exist, it will be a gain if it be clearly
marked .

A violent society spawns a violent technology
and we must be aware that the tools of techno-
logy will be those suited to the commercial as-
pects of our production, which uses the capital
resources of the earth for profit: and derides
husbandry as being against the march of prog-
ress.

As Murray Bookchin says in his ¢say "To-
ward an Ecological Solution":

The essence of the ecological crisis in our
time is that this society—more than any
other in the past—is literally undoing the
world of organic evolution. It is a fruism
to say that humanity is part of the fabric
of life. It is perhaps more important at this
late stage to emphasize: that humanity de-

pends critically upon the complexity and
variety of life, that human well-being and
survival rest upon a long evolution of org-
anisms into increasingly complex and inter-
dependent forms. The development of life
into a complex web, the elaboration of

primal animals and plants info highly varied
forms, has been the precondition for the
evolution and survival of humanity itself
and for a harmonized relationship between

humanity and nature.

| COME TO SUNNY WINDSCALE l

[ ]

HAPPENINGS ON THE SITE
Contact Windscale Festival, Waterloo Place,
|78 Oxford Road, Manchester.

SCRAM ----SCOTTISH READERS NOTE
Scottish Campaign to Resist the Atomic
Menace
2 Ainslie Place, Edinburgh 3 (031 225 7752
(evenings) . { 031 229 6854
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NOT A FESTIVA®E

MALVILLE, FRANCE

Peace News reports 20.5.77 plans for a mass
invasion of the Super-Phoenix fast breeder
site at Malville this summer. There were pro-
test demonstrations at this site last year. But
this year , says the report "if won't be a festi-
val". A meeting to discuss plans for actions
in July agreed that the site has to be occupied,
this time to destroy all constructed installa--
tions cad that, all legal means being exhaust-
ed,"tens of thousands of people must be pre-
pared to take risks. . .The idea is to sub-
merge the police by weight of numbers and de-
termination, without initiating violence. Mili-
tants will have to have protective clothing,
wet blankets and cloths soaked in lemon juice
to lessen the effect of tear-gas, and also tools
for entering and destroying the site.” All
participants are to be self-organised and to
have made their own arrangements with local
people to put them up in return for:- farm work
Organisation of the action is to be decentral-
ised, with people coming in groups who frust
each other. PN's reporter says that the idea
evolved because people are tired of the eter-
nal festival-demos and that "the radical nature
of the proposals has already divided the anti-
nuclear movement.” (No address is given for
contact or enquiries.)

Mmore on page 3




The Red B

IN TURIN last month the trial on charges of
terrorism of 53 members of the Red Brigades
came fo a swift halt. After the Red Brigades
had claimed responsibility for the assassination
of the president of the Turin lawyers, avv.
Fulvio Croce, these refused to take on the de-
fence of the prisoners. Members of the jury
presented medical certificates and other ex-
cuses for dropping out. The president of the
court concluded, "This is a defeat for the
state." He seemed thereby to be vindicating
the Red Brigades' own claim: "To put the prol-
etarian revolution on trial is not possible."

This has not been the first failure to try the
Red Brigades. Last year at the same time their
trial in Turin was postponed. If the implications
of the massacre of Piazza Fontana back in
December 1969 and the treatment of its scape-
goats have revealed the charade of State "just-
ice", the consistent inability to try the Red
Brigades has revealed the fragility of its hold
upon the population.

But who, and why, are the Red Brigades?
It is likely that their origin, at least to some
extent, lies with that same massacre and the
dramatic, if still unclarified results of an in-
vestigation that continues to this day. The
story has virtually been told in | Pugnalatori
(The Stabbers), the latest novel of the Sicilian
writer Leonardo Sciascia. When |3 people are
similtaneously stabbed in equidistant parts of
the city of Palermo in 1862 by a number of
identically dressed assailants, the magistrate
discovers that behind the "horrible machinations
is no less a figure than the senator of the Realm,
the prince Sant'Elia. What follows is a deliber-
ately drawn parallel between then and now,
and particularly the story of Piazza Fontana.
The killings, the obscue complicities, the in-
vestigations blocked from on high, the whole
"strategy of tension" which aims to incubate
and hatch a coup or revolution through the
steady raising of the political temperature.

. We know that this strategy failed as far as

the Black Prince Borghese and his friends in
the government and the State security services

the effect on the far left cannot be exaggerated.
It was in this atmosphere that the Red Brigades
were formed - an atmosphere in which civil war
could be thought to be imminent, and with it
the collapse of the corporative capitalist syst-
em and its Communist allies.

A group of werkers and middle class students
from the red areas of northern and central Italy,
the Red Brigades believed that "The great con-
ciliation of Pci with bourgeois capital will be
preceded by recessions, factory closures, in-
creasing unemployment, waves of inflation and
political-parliamentary crisis" and that these
phenomena must be quickened into a situation
of revolution, and civil war. It appears that
the most eminent leader of the Red Brigades,
Renato Curcic, had changed his mind since
writing "Armed struggle in ltaly is pure adven-
turism: a pastime for petit-bourgecis in search
of titillation." (I)
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It was in 1970 that the Red Brigades launched
their attack with the burning down of the prop-
erty of an industrialist. In the follcwing years
they showed considerable versatility: invasion
of party political offices (especially of Cathol-
ic orientation), kidnapping of magistrates like
Maric Sossi, "punitive expeditions", humiliat-

" ion, interrogaticn and imprisonment of indust-

rial chiefs, series of attacks on the barracks
and motor-vehicles of carabinieri, sabotage of
the Fiat-Mirafiori works in Turin, assassination
of the prosecutor Francesco Cocc, that of

rigades At War
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Rn.nato Curcio, Pnelro Beriolazzi e Paolo Maurizio Ferrari
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the shocting (fc injure) of conservative journal-
ists and newspaper owners or TV news editors
like Indro Montanelli and Emilic Rossi.

The Red Brigades have defined different
stages in the develcpment of their war against
the system. The first was the emergent stage
in which a small compact band of revoluticnary
communists opposed the agents of a State still
inexperienced and unprepared in "anti-guer-
illa" operations. It ended with the kidnapping
of Sossi, which was a major publicity stunt.
The kidnapping introduced a second stage - that
of the special anti-terrorist units of the judic-
ial police under the command of general Carlo
Albertc Dalla Chiesa. The aim was the outright
extermination of the Red Brigades, irrespective
of the actions they could be proved or had
claimed to be responsible fcr. Curcio wryly
complimented them on their efficiency in a
country where nothing worked.
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The second stage involved the gathering of
precise information on these units to enable
their liquidation. As Dalla Chiesa's men, plus
the government spies and provocateurs (includ-
ing the Jesuit priest Girotto) set to work ,and
the numbers of arrested brigadiers increased,
anc. ther main task became the development of
effective channels of communication with the
prisoners, and the infiltration of the prison
warden service. Escape attempts have succeed-
ed on several .ccasions. The prison work also
brocught about an alliance with the Armed Prol-
etarian Nuclei (Nap). This operational link

are concerned - at least in the short term. But Fulvio Crcce and others, and most recently ico,\!_, isi

NUCLEAR ENERGY WOULD CONTINUE
TO FUEL INDUSTRIAL CAPITALIST WASTE

and all sorts of industrial hardware. This aspect
of industrial capitalism needs to be closely ex-
amined for resource and energy saving

— !nsulation and space heating merits more
than the desultory response evoked by the cost
of oil.

—The packaging, advertising and processing
of food and other products result in oceans of
waste, and no honest and humane society can
ignore it. This includes:

—Paper. The enormous bureaucratic and ad-
vertising consumption of this product which
puts enormous pressure on dwindling forests
which are ecologically vital .

—The production of goeds designed to have a
short life. This includes the fashion industry

ONE OF the features of modern capitalism is
its enormous waste of resources. If a rational
approach was made to this question the need
for energy could be cut dramatically , with
human, environmental and social benefits that

would be enormous.

This is not a comprehensive list of what
snould be done before such a dangerous exped-
ient as ‘a nuclear energy programme is embark-

. . ed upon,
To do this one would have to increase the ALAN ALBON.

pressure for smaller social units where the !
husbanding of resources is more easily compre-

0
hended by all. i FD ::nnde-l‘ooaww

One has only to go through a list of commer-
cial activities in capitalist society to see that
the waste in resources and human energy is
enormous.,

—Transport, and the pressure for speed and
horsepower. The motor-car being anti-social
and polluting, its ramifications in cost have
never been really assessed. A rational app-
roach should be applied to air travel as well
as to road fransport.

—The energy put into Defence is wasteful in
fuel, materials and land use. 4











































