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ALVILLE =

óIT WON'T BE A FESTIVALó warned a
statement issued earlier this year about
the plans for the March on Malville, site
of the Super -Phoenix fast breeder reactor
a few miles from Lyon. As anarchist and
pacifist papers reported in May and June
a meeting held to discuss plans for action
had agreed that picnics, festivals and
other legal activities had been fruitless
and that the site of the Super-Phoenix
should be occupied and all constructed
installations destroyed. "The idea is to
submerge the police by weight of numb-
ers and determination, without initiating
violence. Militants will have to have
protective clothing, wet blankets and
cloths soaked inlemon juice to lesson
the effects of tear -gas, and also tools
for entering and destroying the site. "
Participants had to be prepared to take
risks.
The warnings were well founded. As we
now all know the invasion of Creys-Mal-
ville over the weekend of 29/31 July
ended in the death of one French demon-
strat0r and in injuries to 100 more of
the estimated 30, 000. Two protesters
lost a hand and foot when teargas canist-

s exploded and one of the reported
mber of 5000 police (which included

the military and riot CBS squads with
police parachutists dropping in to hold
the inner perimetre of the site) also lost
a hand.
Particular attention has been given in
the media to the "vanguard of the march"
- "men and women in crash helmets and
goggles (who) threw petrol bombs and
iron bolts, brandished clubs and waved
anarchist black flags" (limes). The re-
ports of this vanguard were phrased to
seem as terrorist as possible. It cont-
ained people "believed to be members of
the Baader -Meinhof urban guerillas"
who "carried rainbow flags, the emblem
of the peasant revolt in Franconia-Baden
in 1525" (Guardian). The German element
of the invasion, which also included
Swiss, Belgians and some British, was
sensationally exploited. The local xeno-
phobic prefecture dubbed the Germans
(no doubt justly, but not with that intent)
"anarchists who knew no frontiers",
while simultaneously comparing them
to the Nazis who had occupied the area
during the last war! These statements
were given prominent treatment by the
British media but not the reply of the
German demonstrzýarst "We are not
paramilitary commandos. The Prefect's
statement uses the fascist myth against

us, who are ýghting precisely for the
abolition of fascism, particularly the
kind that a nuclear society will bring.
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giving the authorities a chance to claim
how insincere is the talk of peaceful
demonstration, and to indicate on the
contrary the demonstratorsó irrespons- ii
ibility and criminal intent.
Secondly, the clear proof of lack of supp-
ort not only from the left-wing parties
but from the ecological groups who fear
for their credibility vis-a-vis the State
and who, in their anxiety for "respectab-
ility," hastily disown those who use viol-

The atom has no frontier. The construct- ence to defend themselves or who get
ion of the Super -Phoenix is in part fin-
anced by German capital. We are here
to support the population oýhe Is®re
against Super-Phoenix. " "
Earlier the authorities had hoped that
this great demonstration would be diss-
olved by the fine but persistent weekend
rain. Instead, like Brokdorf and perhaps
more so, it will be a debating point and
point of reference for further action,
for some time. Meanwhile the political
row that has followed from it in France
is centred not on the morality but on the
clumsiness of the State's handling of the
occasion. For if President Giscard
d'E staing was, at the same time as
Malville, visiting the secret military
installations of Pierrelatte, which pro-
cesses enriched uranium, and singing
its praises as symbol of an "independent,
secure and responsible" France, the
neo -Gaullist Communist Party, together
with Mitterrand's socialists, were t:ry-
ing to "recuperate" and weaken the anti-
nuclear opposition by holding meetings
concurrent with the demonstration in
nearby areas. Now what they fear is
that the death of one and the serious
injuries to others will create sympathy
for a cause they do not support. So it is
good politics to start a row with Giscard
As we go to press there is little time to
enter into any detail about the events of
the weekend, which can in any case be
found elsewhere, but several important
points arising from them should be noted
Firstly, the determination of the (in this
case French and German) State to des-
troy the anti -nuclear opposition through
a process of criminalisation. This is
shown, for instance, in the remarks
about urban guerillas and fascists and
in the collaboration of the German with
the French police in handing over film
on German anti -nuclear protests that
would identify known activists and help
study their tactics. It is also shown in
the tactics of the police themselves,
heavily armed with the technology of war
and with license to kill where thought
necessary. Thus equipped, violence was
a virtual inevitability once they had
trapped several thousand demonstrators
between two roadblocks on the outskirts
of the village of Faverge. But the violence
is always blamed on the demonstrators,

caught up in violent incidents. This must
lead to the recognition by revolutionariesC T ., ..

FESTIVAL
THE CNT'S FESTIVAL or "lornados libertariasñ
was held in Barcelona between 22-25 July.
At such an event estimates of numbers attending
are virtually impossible. According to some
there were 500.000. we thought there were
up to 300,000. '
CNT membership in Barcelona is currently
something over 5000, and national Figures
are about 50,000.
There were basically two parts to the Festival-
"Formal" meetings were held in Salo Diana,
an old cinema in the city, and included de-
bates on "Anarchism and Marxism", ñSexology
and Feminism" (very popular, this one) and
others. The Diana also provided Films, theatre,
etc. The less organised events took place in
Park Giiell, Further out From the centre. Here
music and dancing went on From midday till
dawn. The Park is an amazing place, designed
by the "people's architect" Gaudi and has to
be-seen to be believed. Also in the park were
stalls set up by the local syndicates and groups
such as Mujeres Libres, the CNT's Feminist
section. Here the CNT proved to have a healthy
commercial sense, raising money by the sale oF
Food, drink, books and ephemera. International
groups set up tables here too, including FREE-
DOM, FLAG, a comrade From OxFordiand
another From a women's London anarchist group,
AWA and groups From France, ltaly, Sweden
and elsewhere. Great interest was expressed in
British anarchism, as well as in some archive
material From the time of the time oF the civil
war. ln particular an English language pamphlet
comnemmorating the death oF Darruti, printed
in Barcelona in I937, narrowly escaped being
liberated on several occasions.

There can be no doubt that anarchoðsyndicalism
is expanding rapidly in Catalonia, and the
enthusiasm was overwhelming. The events,
conversations with Spanish comrades and some A
history oF the Spanish anarchist movement
will be written up in detail soon. Meanwhile,
the slogan 0F the Days ð
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2 FREEDOM

THE CYNICAL PROVERB runs óIf you
wish for peace prepare for waró. If this
is true, the wish for peace was never
greater than i.n the world today, for war
preparations have reached frightening
proportions. It is unknown what they
will do to the enemy but they terrify us.

Harnessed as we in Britain are behind
the war chariot of N.A.T.O. and our
American allies we must perforce par-
take of the same benefits, guilt and pos-
sible annihilation.

The keenest brains of our time have de-
veloped the most fiendish devices to de-
fend and protect us, or, all too often to
threaten and eventually, if necessary,
overwhelm those who would attack us.
lf, to quote another proverb, we are
convinced that attack is the best form of
defence, it may be that these hellish
weapons will be launched strategically
prematurely against our chosen enemy.
Or rather, against the enemy chosen
for us by N.A.T.O. , the Americans or
our Government which will be no choice
of ours. At present the weapons are
pointing at the heart of Russia but his-
tory has its deviations and yesterday's
enemy can be tomorrow's friend.

The international situation is like a
poker game with much of the hand con-
cealed but cards are played from time
to time and the bids are raised.

We, as spectators--and future victims
--are shown, and pay for, cards from
time to time as the opponents monoton-
ously overbid.

We are expected to appreciate the fin-
esse and skill which have gone into the
playing of each card but as our oppon-
ent calmly overbids we feel there is no
merit in the game.

First, we were assured as was demon-
strated at Hiroshima and Nagasaki; and
they were demonstrations ofa new-
found power that we had nuclear superi-
ority. Now we are told that nuclear
bombs have become so common that
every anarchist can theoretically pro-
duce a do-it-yourself bomb on the kit-
chen table. However, Governments
still have the monopoly of bombs ten
times as destructive as the Hiroshima
bomb and tests now take place under-
ground since the dangers of nuclear
fallout are obvious to the most stupid
of statesmen. On Friday July 28th the
Daily Telegraph showed a rather un-
convincing picture of the Chinese suc-
cessfully testing a hydrogen bomb
which they ówould continue. . . 8-S 10112
as the Russians and Americans conti-
nue to do sol".

O

Electronics have made a difference i.n
degree to modern warfare; there is no
longer the reliance on the aeroplane as *
a method of delivering explosives upon
the chosen spot. Indeed the precision

X mi-.1

of computer-controlled missiles makes
it possible to fly under radar and at
the same time follow the contours of
the landscape and home in on the pre-
ordained target. A devilish variant is
that the mere heat of the target will,
in itself, attract the rocket toward it,
pursuing if necessary. Additionally
such missiles may be directed from
mobile launching platforms or their
launching sites may offer a bewildering
row of targets so that the attackers may
not know from which launch-tunnel the
rocket will emerge. Wei have already
learned of the W8.I(he8.dS carried by
prowling submarines ready at any time
to emerge and strike.

We have now been told that one of the
messier by-products of war has been
eliminated--along with people. We are
told there is now a bomb which will re-
spect the inalienable rights of property,
that will uphold the sacredness of insti-
tutions,will keep the heart of our great
cities still intact and will preserve our
glorious architectural inheritance. In
short, this bomb will wipe out unpre-
pared people but after the clouds roll
by our gallant soldiers (what remain of
them) will be able to resume the bloody
business as usual of wiping out what
remains of the enemy whilst maintain-
ing intact his vital industries (under
new management); his lines of commu-
nication (for our use. This is of course
assuming that the clouds roll by quickly
enough and that we can use fighting
gear--probably lead suits --making it
possible. It is believed that monkeys
have survived such a test.

All the assumptions in the last refine-
ment of weapons are that conventional
warfare will survive, at least in the
preliminary stages, and this will, to
use another charming military anachro-
nism, hold the fort until the big battal-
ions get going. Military minds have an
inborn tendency to fight all wars with
the weapons of the previous war--in-
nate conservatism. We are told that
one of the aims of the military in 1939
was to increase the fodder allowance
and limit the amount spent on new-
fangled tanks. The dear gallant old-
fashioned anti-semitic Poles replied to
the Germo-Russian invasion of tanks
with cavalry charges .
The wish for warfare is a need of sci-
entists and the military to try out these
new dangerous playthings. The nation
states of the world do not actively wish
for war but they wish for those things
which they cannot have without the risk
of war. They need security: for as sur-
ancc that their paranoid fears are un-
true; for stability in their political sys-
toms no matter how unjust; for preser-
vation of their boundaries and gains no
matter how arbitrary and ill- gotten.

The deadly gavotte of China, Russia
and America continues. Each eyeing

the other cautiously and aping each
other's belligerent motions and gest-
ures.

Behind the scenes business as usual.
These delightful toys of weapon-syst-
ems are sold worldwide to whoever has
the money or political necessity for
such arms. Such is the þexibility and
opportunism of some of the emerging -
powers that they are quite agreeable to
accept arms from all major powers who
nominally represent the forces battling
for the soul of mankind-and cash on
delivery except to approved customers.

The wish for peace conflicts with a need
for the money gained from work. In the
same way that the scientists welcome
war preparations since they give them a y
chance to exercise their brains and ó"
skills, so does the worker unconsciously
dig his own grave by welcoming and
working in war production industries.

Such is the nature of war preparations
today that the equation no longer has
any value, the X equals nothing. We
might as well start afresh with bows and
arrows since no one has any conscious
intention of using any of these grim wea-
pons, they merely have them to frighten
others.

However a place is still found in techno-
logical provisions for the humble con-
ventional foot soldier. For him there
has been invented a plastic bullet. Its
prime function? Well, when it has been
used, it is impossible to detect by X-ray
in which part of the human anatomy it
has lodged; therefore the chances of
hospitalization and recovery are less Qó
than from ordirary rifle-fire wounds
Humanity has no place in war prepara-
tions. Property preservation yes.

Not until humanity turns around and says
óNoô to all this compulsory suicide will
the wish for peace find conscious expres-
sion.

JACK ROBINSON.

cont)
within the anti -nuclear movement, and by
anarchists and antimilitarists in partic-
ular that they are the only real opposition
to the plutonium economy and its deep
political and social and environmental
consequences. The ecological groups
will not come to their help when needed,
and cannot therefore be treated seriously
Thirdly, the silliness of the British lib-
eral attitude (prime example, Guardian
editorials) which chastises the French
government for not holding their equival-
ent of the Windscale enquiry, thus defus-
ing potential violence, and congratulates
itself on the "democratic" attitude of
the British authorities. Nothing could be
further from the truth! The only lesson
to be derived from Windscale versus

{Cont
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FREEDOM 3

WITH NO THANKS at all to the ILEA, White
Lion Free SchooI*is almost certain to continue
in operation. The final vote on funding the
school went I8-I5 against, despite 6 Labour
abstentions, I Labour vote in favour and the
support of the Tory opposition. I suppose that
it is not as ironic as it first seems that the
Tory parly should come out in favour of the
school, considering that the school's usual
public 'aura' is educational rather than politi-
cal, and it exists within the loopholes in the
law that the ruling class originally inserted
for their own independent educational reasons.

A bevy of well entrenched educationists and
London head-teachers have all thoroughly dis-
credited the authoril-y's supposed reasons for

not Funding the school, as quoted in David
Peersó article (9 July). In the end of course it
all comes down to questions of power and con-
trol . (In a wider sense, it is widely recognised
that voluntary efforls in all spheres is much
frowned upon, in principle, by Labour theoret-
icians and practitioners, Such thinking presu-
mably being logical to them, though reality
re egtedly makes them eat their hols.) The

July 29 Times Educational Su lement has a
quite lengthy p.iece by Peter Newell on the
political processes that have been apparent
during the ILEA's attempts to do the school
down over the last 5 years.
Though some readers of this paper would prob-
ably criticise the school for the Fact that some
aspects of its operation are in close tie to the
system, I think, such carping should be set
aside. Now is probably a crucial time to be
pushing the idea, and supporting the existence
of, educational altematives, as society in gen-
eral really gets its teeth into the óschooling
issueó. A recent review in the Times Ed. of a
book on Education and the Altemattve Press**
ended by saying that what was needed was an
alternative educational press that was reformist
rather than revolutionary (little realising that
that is largely what we have got). Socialist
teachers of supposedly revolutionary intent
would gladly see the likes of White Lion die,
and everyone go beavering away within the
state system. So they talk endlessly about
Bullocks and Bennetts and Eysencks and
Boysons and the NUT, and when they talk
about kids it's usually in abstractions like
***See FREEDOM vol .38 no. I3. and Reviewó-' The_Underground and Education ,

1-his isgug b Mike Äm;,|-, (Methuen, E. l.60)

hite Lion loses butlives
óworking class kidsó or 'underachievers'. What
White Lion and its less publicised (and presu-
mably more struggling) counterparls are doing
is making education work in human terms.
What better justification could there be. What
the aforementioned socialists (and book review-
ers) have yet to realise is that even a I000-
place let alone a 4500, comprehensive is
doomed from the beginning. Given even their
most ideal society, who the hell - at II years
old - should be expected to cope with being
an individual in an institution that size.

However, despite the aggro, White Lion has
Firm offers and promises For Ã I7,000, which
will probably keep them going for the next
academic year. Ã 5000 has come from the
Hayward Foundation, Ã 3000 From the Gulben-
kian Foundation and E. I700 from a Front page
appeal in the London Evening Standard. Ã I00
E. I000 of this last alone was From Horace
Cutler-ð-Tory leader of the Greater London
Council, no less. The yearly grant ofÃ II600
From lslington Social Services continues.

Long may the school Flourish.

PETER CUMMINGS

Sth Place Ethical Societ
THE JOURNAL of the South Place Ethical Soci
oty carries ct regular feature by the society's
general secretary, "For the Record". Although
the ioumal carries the general disclaimer that
"The views expressed in this joumal are not
necessarily those of the Society", presumably
the monthly pronouncements of the general
secretary (Peter Cadogan) can be taken as an
expression of current thinking within the Soci-
ety. This Feature in the June I977 issue of
The Ethical Record opens with the words "A
religious revival proceeds apace in Britain at
the some time as the traditional churches de-
cline." But the article is not expressing regret
or disappointment at this revival of religion
after a couple of hundred years of propagation
of freethought and rationalism. It asks "How
can this extraordinary contradiction be resol-
ved?" and goes on to speak of the good con-
tacts that have been re-established over recent
years "withtour friends in the Unitarian church
from whose fold we departed in the I830s",
and reproduces a letter from Peter Cadogan to
the Unitarians' paper The In uirerin which he
commentsthat "There are large numbers of
deeply religious people in Britain who will
never go near a denomination church again .
Are they to mill about in isolation for ever?"
He later says "l look forward to the day when
every church takes down its demominational
sign and becomes, as in the Middle Ages, the
local religious centre for everyone living
round it. " "'. . .There aren't enough churches. "
For his readers in SPES he explains that this
suggests that denominational churches through-
out Britain might take the road taken by South
Place: 'We have shown for over I00 years that
it works, although we have to admit that we
have not been successful in establishing a
local community base. Many churches, how-
ever, have such a base, but are inhibited by
their dated and exclusive ideas and rituals. "

I

Now, despite the architecture of Conway
Hall and the Form of its Sunday morning meet-
ings, the association with religion might come
as a surprise to the various secular organizati-
ons and groups who have for many years en-
joyed the hospitality of its accommodation
for political and anti-religious and anti-auth-
oritarian meetings. Yet the South Place Ethi-
cal Society states as one of its aims "theócuI-
tivation of a rational óreligious sentiment Free
from all theological dogma".

But yet again, its current preoccupation
with whether or not it has a religious ethos is
not purely a spiritual wrestling with itself,
but also a painful material problem.

For many years ethical, humanist and ratio-
nalist societies enjoyed equally with religious
bodies the benefits of recognition by the Char-
ity Commissioners as charitable organisations,
with the increase in income that came from
Covenanted donations not being subject to
income tax. Under the recent reappraisal of
the Charities acts they lost this status (although
the Goodman commission had recommended
that ethical societies should be recognised as
charitable). SPES contested this and has a
case in the High Court to test whether or not"
they are a religious society. On the outcome
depends whether or not they regain their status
as a charity, and whether they regain their Ii
licence to perform marriages (which the Uni-
tarian church is conducting For their members
at present). But something else depends on
the outcome. The case has brought the Official
Solicitor to question whether they are not in
breach of their trust, which dates back to the
18905, according to which they are a religious
society, and he is testing this in the High
Court. Should he persuade the courls that
SPES is in breach-of its trust, all its assets will
be forFeil'ðand these include Conway Hall .

It is a sore dilemma, and one which evokes
true sympathy even from those who would coun-
sel against seeking favours from the state. And
certainly some members of SPES would and do
claim that the Society is their "religious"
communion, but the seeking of religious status
seems to be a tuming back on the tide of en-
Iightenment, rationalism and tolerance with
which South Place has always been associated.
Paris was "worth a Mass. " ls Conway Hall
worth a genuflection to the Deity, even without
a crossing to the Trinity?

ZERO
benefit  

LONDON FRIDAY I9 AUGUST. Zero Benefit
Bop, with Heavy Skiffle, Disco, $1 Book-
stall, etc. at Covent Garden Community
Centre, Seven Dials Club, Shelton Street,
WCI 7.30 - II pm. Admission 80p (claimants

, M.C.

60p). Come along if you can

KIRKDALE
KIRKDALE is a Neill-inspired parent co-op-
erative dayschool in Sydenham, South London
Parents interested in libertarian education
should ring 778 OI49 .W-e have room for chil-
dren aged 3-II years. I86 Kirkdale, S.E.25

Ã28 REVIEN $E.c.'1'|oN
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4 FREEDOM
THE PRESENT upsurge of a Cooperativist move-
ment in Minnesota represents the fourth wave of
cooperatives in the North Country in the last
hundred years. Co-ops in Minnesota began with
the Granger farm movement and the Knights of
Labor urban co-ops. Both grew, prospered, and
were crushed before the tum ofthe century. R
(Contemporary with these movements, we may
describe the co-ops of the Populist movement.
And the lrish-speaking Utopian Socialist com-
munes of south west central Minnesota, which
were crushed as a result of an anti-red scandal
engendered by the Hearst newspapers). ln the
twenties workers began the National Cooperat-
ives with the "circle pines" emblem. Soon
after came the Midland Cooperatives, still
headquartered in Minneapolis, the Minnesota
Farmers Union and other agriculture co-ops.
Today, they are not cooperatives but powerful it
business corporations. (The Midland Cooperat-
ives, in the late thirties, became a battleground
for power between the Stalinists and Anti-
Communists . . . with the Finnish-language IWW
as Third Force). ln the sixties, the latest wave
of co-ops got underway. They grew out of the
..antiðwar movement.

tl' ln I970 the People's Pantry, operating offja
back porch, began selling bulk whole and nat-
ural foods to radicals living near the University
of Minnesota in Minneapolis. One year later,
North Country Co-op started as a regular store-
front selling in addition to whole grains and A
flour, dairy products, vegetables, frozen foods
and spices. Response was enthusiastic andthe
store was an immediate success. People came
from all over the Twin Cities to buy low priced
natural food unavailable elsewhere. As North
Country Co-op's volume skyrocketed, customers
were urged by besieged volunteers to start their
ow_n storeslin their own. neighbourhoods. Many
did and new co-ops slowly cropped up around A
the cities of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. The
People's Warehouse was organised to enable
participating stores to buy in greater volume at
lower prices. g

By l975 there were over fourteen Food store-
fronts in the Twin Cities and twenty--Five more

_throughout Minnesota with two more regional
-lwarehouses. Other cooperatives then sprang up
and, thus far, none has folded. "There are now
in Minneapolis three bakeries, five restaurants,
the Red Star Apothecary, a hardware and dry-
goods co-op,bookstore, bicycle factory, sew- A
ing factory, co-op garage, another warehouse,
plus an assortment of collectives and two- or
three-_,-person cooperative ventures. R

There is a strong local cooperative community
network . lt is made up of co-op workers and
users, Anarchist groups, left political groups ,
communes and individuals working on various
independent projects. This network has been
able to support the new co-op system to the
tune of $2,500,000 in annual sales, any ever
growing figure. No longer can the new co-ops
be called a mere folly, or a hobby for intellect-
uals. They, have become a force to be recog-
nised. They cannot be ignored. Thesuccess of
this network is, however, causing rather ser-
ious growing pains. g
INSTITUTIONALIZING THE  

_ REVOLUTION
Over the past three years, a group of disen-

chanted co-op activists has been levelling
sharp and pointed criticisms at the new wave
co-ops they themselves had helped to create.
Never numbering more than about fifty, this

tgroupó"has tried to apply Leninistand "Stalinist
teachings to tum the co-ops from "hippie

9",_ " _ -- e è~ -'-_-
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havens" to organising centres for the "working
class". They call themselves the Co-op Org-
anisation (CO). R

\

Not enough was being done to stock the
store-s with food items (i.e. canned goods)

used by "common people," charged the CO.
Nor was there enough outreach into the comm-
unities. (But some Anarchists had already been
making these criticisms, only with a different
methodology). The CO blasted co-op workers
as an elite group of food purists and hippie in-
tellectuals. According to the CO's analysis,
the middle class bourgeois co-op leadership were
maintaining their class control of the stores and
had "utter class contempt" for the working class.

CO posters proclaiming: "Criticism, Discussion,
Transformation" and "Stop Private Ownership
and Control of Co-ops, by lndividuals, by
Class Cliques" went up on the walls of~many
co-ops. A struggle to gain the People's Ware-
house as a stronghold for the CO ensued. CO
people, armed and violent, took over the ware-
house, briefly imprisoned some workers, and
ultimately ousted all workers who did not agree
with the new politics. Four co-ops were soon
controlled by CO.

There has always been a variety of political
people working in the co-ops. Trotskyists,
Anarchists, Maoists, Debsians and many others
saw the co-ops asra radical model and a forum
for their ideas. Others saw the co-ops as a
radical freeing from politics, merely setting an
example by providing nutritional food at low
cost and by stressing cooperative decision-
making. Many worked in co-ops just because
of the good feelings they felt working in a
pleasant atmosphere. The onslaught of the firm
rhetoric of the CO jolted the rather complacent
Policy Review Board (PRB), the All Co-op body
which somewhat casually and inefficiently
decided the policy of People's Warehouse.
A number of people left the co-ops. Many
people became more involved. The Anarchists
became the principle organised opposition to
the Stalinists of CO. A crisis filled summer
ended with many issues still unresolved. The
personal and political implications of several
years and a conflict series of events remains to
be fully understood.

The growing importance of co-ops to more and
more-people as.well as its expanding economic
significance hassled to controversy and to
ipersonaylclashes. The co-ops are now seen as
something to be fought over. The largest co-op,
and the one most central to the entire system,
is the.People's Warehouse. lt was a sought-
after political plum which got picked. ó

The Stalinist CO have argued that "people in
co-ops are exploiting the labor of those brick-
layers who built the building when they are not
included in the decision-making of the store. "
This argument is absurd. We do not consult the
assembly-line worker who built a car each time
we think about driving it somewhere. Workers
in a co-op should be talking with shoppers and
farmers and other people who have specific
knowledge, as a practical part of running a

good co-op. But as workers we are responsible
for doing the work. We make the decisions
about it. lt is the vagueness and the sloppy
romantic posturing in such phrases as "let the
people decide " that hides the reality of who
really does make decisions. This vagueness
also inhibits people from acting.

our PÁl"i 75 ihls: Workers in a co-op shouldè
have control over their co-op. Workers in cr
factory should control that factory. lf anyone
wants to come into a co-op to work and
decide about such things as what the store
should sell, fine. They are making decisions
as a fellowðworker. But to say that "the-
people" should decide is meaningless without
saying what people. To say that "the working
class" should decide is meaningless without
saying which members of the workingclass.
lt is paternalistic for someone to say that the
"workingclass" should make decisions about
work that l am doing. lt is the essence of lib-
eralism. And Stalinist CO thinking is Liberal
thinking when they say that they are acting in
the interests of "the workingclass. "

We can only act in our own interests. lf we
try to act in someone else's interests, we opp-
ress them. We should act in solidarity with
people and not for people. The reason we work
together is because of our realisation that we
cannot get what we want for ourselves by
working alone. Cooperativism means just that.
It takes two to cooperate. lt does not mean
social-work relief. There is a sort of Welfare
Liberalism and socialðworker mentality in
Stalinist thinking. They say that someone be-
sides an individual knows what is best for the
individual. Obviously, without much strain,
the Stalinists can extend this argument and
methodology from the individual to groups to
the workingclass itself.

The Stalinists at one co-op told several young
Anarchists that they should listen and follow
what a Black woman stalinist had to say, be-
cause she "represented" more people from "the
community" than anyone else. One Stalinist
said that these young Anarchists should "not be
so arrogant that you wouldn't give up your own
individual power and submit". These Anarchists
replied: "We believe in the principle of one
person, one vote. We do not believe in giving
up the power to make decisions to anyone. "
The Stalinists denounced them as "racist". The
Anarchists rejected the argument: "to treat
black people differently than we would treat
white people shows low self-respect. " A few
white workers at this co-op, afraid or not wil-
ling to offend the Stalinists, said that these
Anarchists "did not relate well to the local
black community". The Stalinists then publi-
cized the comment throughout the city.

The verbal abuse went on. The Stalinist CO
vigorously attacked anyone who disagreed with
them. The attacks became crude and vulgar.
One Anarchist wrote: "l began losing respect
for myself and others who continued to subject
themselves to it. lt became harder for me to
appear at the next meeting. lt became harder
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