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THE METROPOLITAN Police, under their new commissioner "Hammer"
McNee, are undergoing a bout of diligence. This may be part of the long
awaited backlash against the permissive society (whatever that means)
but is probably largely a desperate attempt to refurbish theiropublic image,
which has been getting somewhat tarnished lately. (see for example the
book Fall of Scotland Yard reviewed in this issue). The Sunday Mirror
has been_busily crowingó, as it claims to have made a vast contribution to
clearing the streets, first of prostitutes from Park Lane and later of child
prostitues from Piccadilly. i
The new broom tadics began on September 26, when the GLC (with its Q
recent Tory majority) launched an attacl< on the "merchants of porn".
They voted to close down "sex films and strip clubs, nude posing parlours

otopless l:>ars,massage parlours, sex shops and hostess clubs". As a first 1%ô I:
step three leading members of council appeared in court to defend a deci-
sion to refuse a licence to Cinema X in Great Windmill Street, Soho.
The GLC's officers had refused to give evidence. The campaign is being
led by Bryan Cassidy, GLC member for Hendon North and viceðchairman
of the Public Services and Safety Committee. Councillor Cassidy is upset
because he cannot go to the "good restaurants in Soho" without running a
gauntlet of "sordid" shops and cinemas carrying "lurid" street -displays.
His first plan is to get rid of this advertising, as he is worried by the
imminent display of "full frontal genitals". He anticipates using fire regu-
lations to "tighten up on" (i.e. close) film and strip clubs. The GLC alð ___.p
so asked Scotland Yard to investigate Cl peep show in Coventry Street,
where for fifty pence one can peer through a spyðhole at a "live nude
stage show". One gets all of one minute and ten seconds.
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Another aspect of the campaign concerns massage parlours. One, Roy
Bradley, having helped to ban topless massage in Kensington and Chelsea
is now installed as public control inspector in Camden and hopes to reð -
peat his success. He is faced with the daunting prospect of visiting all
of the borough's massage establishments. We must hope that this tireless
defender of the public good is not put under undue strain and that his
superiors are understanding with respect to his expenses. Bradley's initia-
tive has ruffled some of his colleagues. Roy Shaw, leader of Camden
council said huffily; "The politicians here would certainly want to be' THF;.Gl'.\Rl)l.\N rm x|u|:,\|,sconsulted before any discretionary changes are made. "However,do not
fear,Councillor Shaw is also on the side of Light.lt is just that he is
conscious of the dignity of his office.He feels that "there are grounds
for distinguishing proper massage places and masturbating shops."l\/tr. This drawing is reproducea from fhe
Bradley has heard lots of rumours about g|rls glvmg hand rel|ef Revolutionary Aimcncc of ó(H8 edwr d b
"boob massage"and(Wait for it)H0ral massG9e"at fromli l0 1'0 E 25 e><fr0. Hippolyte Hove O ' I e Y
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2 FREEDOM
consulted before any discretionary changes
were made. " However, do not fear, Gouncillor
Show is also on the side of light, he is merely
conscious of the dignity of his office. He feels
that "there are. grounds for distinguishing
proper massage parlours and masturbating shops"
Mr. Bradley has heard "lots of rumours" about
girls giving "hand relief", "boob massage" and
"ora| massage" at from Ã l0 to óE. 25 extra.

Linking with these, Commisisoner McNee has
announced a "new war against the criminal
jackpot" especially in time for the Christmas
rush. A large publicity campaign is to be
launched (again), this time under the slogan
"Beat Crime '78" (not much good for Christmas
I'd have thought). The Thames Valley police
have similar ideas and they point out "lf we,
the police, are to carry out our function to
protect life and property and detect crime the
law-abiding people who care about our commu-
nity must play their part. " We've heard that
before, the poor bobby can't cope on his own.
Those who have been to Reading pop festivals
may have somewhat differing views on the cap-
abilities of the Thames Valley Police, but of
course they represent part of the problem.
There is also an appeal for children to keep
their eyes open, etc., a la "Junior Police 5".
There are also proposals-fo_r_an actual organisa-
tion of junior narks.

nesday (5 Oct.) Fourteen cmemas around
Soho were randed, about fifty ýlms and equ|p-
ment removed, l|sts of guestsó taken, etc.
However, as yet no prosecutions have been an-
nounced. But nine of the clubs have been repor
ted to the Director of Public Prosecutions for
"keeping a disorderly house". The Special
Patrol Group were amongst the police taking
part. Chief Superintendent Diver, in his first
starring role, said that the raids were in no way
connected with the Tory council's clean-up
Soho campaign. Some excessive zeal was shown
e.g. films were taken into custody from the
Pigalle cinema, whose licence was recently not
renewed. However, until their appeal is heard
the cinema is perfectly entitled to operate and
anyway the films have a British Board of Film
Censors certificate. This all provided the
chance for the Evening Standard 's headline
writer: "Keystone Kops star in Great Sexflik
Raid" . The owners of the clubs are now wond-
ering what will follow. Ã 500 fines are expect-
ed.but there are rumours of Ã 10.000 licences
being introduced (a bit like the proposed rise
in Parliamentary election deposits). ln the
meantime the shows have been toned down.
ls this,together with examples such as the
prosecution of Ga News and the harrassment
of the Paedophile Information Exchange,the
beginnings of the Great Clampdown ?The
other contributing factors must be borne in
mind.The police's public image is certainly
very tarnished and the new replacement s
in the force must be eager to demonstrate
their purity(for how long ?)There's a nice
definition of an efficient police force-one
which catchs more criminals than it employs,
On this basis alone the Metropolitan Police
must be counted a failure.l have heard a
rumour,originating with a member of the
"Met"that the current activity is due to a
courageous judge in Wales,whose heavy
sentencing,uphe|'cl after appeal ,has set an
encouraging precedent.That sounds to me as
about on the same level as Chief Supt.Diver's
non-relationship with the Tory GLC's cam-
paign.This new Tory dominated Council "

All this culminates in the swoops of last Wed-

must also be taken into account,they need
something to offset the image given by
hospital closures etc.Richard Neville of '
_QEused to say that there was only an inch
between Tory and Labour,but it was in that
inch in which he survived.As anarchists we
would consider this a naive view in general
but it does seem to have validity in these
fringe areas.With these provisoes,l think
that we can still recognise a general tight-
ening up.The Criminal Trespass law is now
well on its way,and it was reported last
week that the revisal of the Official Secrets
Act is be postponed.

et\w~oug.|.sr. _B\DDlNG_TON

ln the specific case of prosecution of porn
we are,as with so much else,seen in a
distorted light.We believe in a free sexual-
ity,and in the society which will allow it to
be expressed.This bears no relationship to
the commercial exploitation of pornography,
yet in many repressed minds the two are
synonamous.l think that this is the way in
which we should see this police activity,
after all if previous records are anything to
go on the porn itself will still be availiable,
to those who have the money.A period of
public puitanism with all its Victorian
hypocricy may be coming ,__And jjberqjs may

be forced to recognise that "permissiveness"
is the correct term,they will take it back as
soon as they feel like it.Only when we
have removed the repreesions which apply in
this field as in all others,will these matters
become irrelevant,and we can enjoy sed

Q '51.,
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The following questions were asked on the
"Mastermind" TV programme last week,
l)Who denounced the Canalejas ministry of

P lll9l0 as a democratic flag being used to cover
reactionary merchandise"
2)What event on the 26th.July sparked off the so
so-called "Tragic Week"of I909?
3)Who said to the firing squad "Aim well,my
ftiends,You are not responsible.l am innocent "
4)What was the "Mano Negra"or "Black Hand"?
5)What d o the initials CNT stand for?
6)Which Spanish anarchist changed his nameó
Cordonjev because of his admiration for the
Russian Revolution?
7)The Iberian Anarchist Federation was founded
in July |927.Where was this federation,repð
resented by the initials FAl,founded?
8 )Name the anarchist who murdered the Arch-
bishop of Zaragossa.
9)With what episode in l933,during the Second
Spanish Republic,do you associate the man
known as "Six Fingers"?
l0)Who described his experiences in the Spani:
ish Civil War in a book entitled !'l-lomage to
Catalonia"?
ll)Which woman anarchist,much against her
ce'wictions,became Minister of Health during
the Second Spanish Republic?
lZCan you name the novel ,written by the
Basque author,Pio Baroja,in which anarchists
are the principal characters?
l3)ln which city did the posters-exorting the
republic to "organised indisipline"first appear?
l4)When anarchist communes were set up dur-
ing the Spanish Civil War where the use of
money was forbidden,how were the members.
paid?
l5)What was known as the 'Passeo"during the
Spanish Civil War?
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to quote Jill Tweedie,with a sentence which
seems to have lost the Guardian a reader,
judging by the indignant letter a few days
later, "we badly need to stop fucking around
and get on with some really loving sex"

D.P.

Zero
The new issue of "Zero"is now out,as well
produced as ever,The major pieces this time
are on Feminism and the ltalian Left,Gays
Under Attack and a look at the resurgence
of Anarchism (by George Woodcock)
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ln addition "Zero"are to hold more benefit
bops,on the third Fridays in Oct.andNov.
To start with on Oct.2lst.with Ova 8. Dire
Tribe.Seven Dials Club,Shelton St.Covent
Garden tube.
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. ..BY THIS TIME the energy crisis had got so
bad that the shortage of petrol and electricity
made it necessary to conserve energy. It was
also felt that over-exertion had made for over-
consumption of food and drink and any steps
taken to conserve human energy were worth-
while. Therefore the Government had no hesi-
tation in agreeing to the almost-voluntary
combined Party Conference. The Labour, Lib-
eral and Consetvative parties agreed to the
proposal and the Euro-Communist Party of Grect
Britain was also asked to join in on a promise of
good democratic behaviour. The other parties
were either not asked or ostentatiously (as the
only way to make anything out of it) declined.

Ä
There was a translation service available
through headphones (when speeches were trans-
lated into Labour, Liberal and Conservative
terms) but this was rarely used or necessary.

The party symbols were combined into a taste-
ful red background to a blue cross onto which
were superimposed two yellow crosses, diagon-
al and horizontal-vertical, which gave an im-
pression of a Union Jack with a slight yellow
tinge. All parties could point out their particu-
Iar contribution to the flag and stress the demo-
cratic symbolism of it all.

The Unions were appealed to by all present to
show restraint. Those members of the Unions
present promised to be of good behaviour. It
was deplored that the Unions were in danger of
being dominated by extremist elements. The
delegate from the Communist Party deplored
Trotskyist influence in the Unions.
Demanas were made for control of the economy.
A Conservative delegate thought that deflation
was a menace to the business-man since he
needed an expanding market. A Labour deleg-
ate pointed out that inflation led to an increase
in the cost of living. A Liberal delegate was in
favour of stagflation, an alternation of econo-
mic policies round the middle way, which
would benefit from time to time all members of
the Community. It was generally agreed that
control of the economy, including to a judici-
ous extent wages and prices, was a good thing.
Theó resolution was passed n_e_m_Ão_rl.

A Conservative delegate brought forward the
point that his constituents were taking advant-
age of the democratic machinery by trying to
get votes cast to unseat him as prospective MP.
A Labour MP followed this with a similar ex-
perience which reminded him of nothing more
than a general election: did his constituents
j-J-ýnk they had the right to change their minds
about their MP? He was applauded vigorously
and a resolution for the power of electors to
change MPs was defeated. An amendment al-
lowing MPs to change their minds and parties
was passed. ðð

Another delegate brought forward the point
that MPs and candidates with somewhat unortho-
dox sexual tastes had been discriminated
against. A Liberal delegate pointed out that
such behaviour whilst not strictly affecting par-
liamentary behaviour was not conducive to a
good public image and all candidates and MPs
must, in their sexual conduct at least, be pure
and without reproach.

P RT
CE

All delegates joined together in speeches
against extremism (whether of labour or capit-
alism) and in favour of moderation: against,
as one Liberal put it, "class antagonism and
crude Marxism supplanting parties of liberty
and brotherhood; weakðkneed capitalism giv-
ing way to intolerant demands of labour". The
Communist deplored the introduction of crude
pseudo-Marxism with its promises of workersó
control and utopian and adventurist theories.
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they had restrained all other parties from the
excesses of extremism and set the national
course for moderation in all things.

All present signified themselves as against raci-
al discrimination, in favour of controlled im-
migration, in favour of law and order and good
pay for the police. Nuclear disarmament was
given a fairly sympathetic hearing but no vote
was taken. A progressive viewpoint was taken
on the Common Market, compulsory seat belts,
dogs fouling the pavement and breast-feeding.

The chairperson (an ex-member of the SPGBð
a sentimental touch, this !) congratulated
everybody for their co-operation in maintaining
a co-operative and peaceful conference.

Dele ates from all arties resent claimed that j JACK $PRA'|"|'

I ST T.U.
CL SE SHOPS

HAVING LIVED twen ears of m l|fe un- t e eft, pGt"I'lCUIOl'IY Communists and Trotsky-
fy Y Y I ' ists, who are believers (as dictated by Lenin)der a fascistô regime I wonder if my past experi-

ence óqualifiesô me to speak frankly on the
subject of Trade Union closed shops in Britain
and its totalitarian implications for all of us
fighting capitalist exploitation.
In totalitarian regimes Trades Unions are an
appendix of the State, whether this is Fascist
or Bolshevik, and all aspects of Trade Union-
ism are regulated by law, binding together
workers, employers and the Government.
These binding labour agreements are, in reali-
ty, closed shops in which workers and employ-
ers must accept the existence of Trades Unions
as dictated by the State. Union subscriptions
are directly deducted from wages by the em-
ployers and paid to bank accounts held by the
Unions. Once every 2 - 4 years new wages
and conditions of work agreements are negoti-
ated and signed by representatives of the Mini-
stry of Labour, the Unions and the Employers;
these agreements are then enforced by law.
Trade Unions have no autonomy and are not
FREE to defend the real interests of the work-
ers, for this legal intrusion into the internal
affairs of the unions has had a castrating effect
on their ability to protect workersó interests.
This type of corporative union has existed in
Argentina under Peron's rule, in Portugal un-
der Salazar's and Caetano's rule, in Italy un-
der Mussolini's dictatorship and in Spain under
Franco. It is by now a well known fact that
Trades Unions in so-called socialist countries
are industrial conveyor belts for the ruling
communist parties. Whether or not these Uni-
ons can negotiate good salaries and cheap
holidays for their members is irrelevant, as
Trades Unions should be independent bodies,
responsible only to their members and must be
free from any type of legal interference in
their democratic life. _ _
It is my opinion that those in Brltam who sup-
port closed shop agreements are playing into
the hands of the State and monopolistic em-
ployers, who ultimately prefer legally control-
led unions to free militant ones. Closed shops
are in reality an easy way to recruit workers
into controlled unions, i.e., the unions of the
State and the bureaucracy. These bureaucrats
and union barons have failed in the task of
unionising the vast majority of British workers
(out of Z7 million workers only I0 millions are
union members. They are b_eTg; assisted in thei
their closed shop campaign by 'politicos' of

in political unions, that is State controlled
unions.
Let it be said that closed shops are an enemy
of the independence and integrity of unions
and further deflect them from their origins as
expressions of workersó power. Only the milit-
ancy of radical workers, and not bureaucratic
closed shops, will force reluctant employers
(like Grunwick) to negotiate with a Trade Un-
ion of the workersó choice. To recruit by the
use of capitalist laws, as the closed shop
pushers are trying to do, will 'demobilise' the
British workers still further and will increase
the power of the bureaucrats within the unions.
Trades Unions established by law are suscept-
ible to political manipulation (i.e. the Social
Contract between the TUC, the Labour Party
and the Government). What would happen if
the TUC and the Trades Unions were controlled
by Fascists or Bolsheviks? As libertarians we
would have to fight to FREE OUR TRADES
UNIONS from state control.
Anarchist workers who are members of Trades
Unions should be opposed to the enforcement
of closed shops and struggle instead for more
union independence from bureaucrats, politi-
cal parties and political commissars of the
Left and Right, and from the all mighty State.
We should remember that closed shops coerce
individuals to join and deprive them of the
right to join the union of their choice. No
union bureaucrat, employer or minister should
have the POWER to legally force workers into
Trades Unions, to discipline them if they prot-
est and finally SACK them if they refuse to go
along with tyranny.

Trades Union membership must be voluntary
and the result of free choice and conscious
understanding of the necessity for working
class solidarity and of the collective implica-
tions of this solidarity. Free Trades Unionism
should be a way of life for workers and their
families, a free forum for socialist education
and militancy and not a necessary evil for
many workers and a pain in the arse for others.
Is there then any revolutionary alternative to
today's reformist and bureaucratic unions?
What about popularising anarcho-syndicalist
ideas in Trade Union circles for a change? It
seems to me a better idea than to plug into
the minds of workers the neo-fascist concept
of Trades Union closed shop. Â|__Au3g
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LAKE SUPERIOR is the largest fresh-water sea in the world.
The destruction of Lake Superior is a question of world con-
cern. Until recently, the towns and cities around the lake, in-
volving hundreds of thousands of people, took their drinking-
water untreated from the lake. The Reserve Mining Company
dumps '70, 000 tons of waste asbestos particles into the lake
per day. This asbestos is a cause of cancer. The resulting
situation has been described as the largest question of ecolo-
gical destruction (. . . qualitatively, and quantitatively) that
any government anywhere in the world has thus far been
forced to consider.  

In 1968, that year of world revolt, the Save Lake Superior
Association (SLSA) was founded. One of its principle organiz-
ers is the daughter of a man who was the editor of the Finnish
language IWW newspaper in the óThirties. Knowing that my
grandfather had been in the IWW, a Wobbly Irish lumberjack,
and knowing that I was active in the anti-war movement, she
sought me out and made a point of telling me that her SLSA
activities were very much connected to the IWW perspectives
of her family. The stalinist-trotskyist Milieu has never under-
stood that the mainstream SLSA is faithful (yet, in the Pres-
ent) to the old tradition of the IWW, and anti -Steel Corpora-
tions activity. "

In 1968 and 1969 I participated in a number of SLSA street-
demonstrations, pickets, protests, etc. SLSA organized the
Seminar at which medical authorities for the first time re-
vealed the danger to mass health caused by Re serve's pollu-
tlon. It was SLSA's continuing actions in the street (etc.)
which forced public knowledge and forced the government to
take the company into the courts. This is important to point
out. Liberals like to suggest that integration was brought to
southern schools not by mass actions by Blacks but by inter-
vention of the central government. In like manner, Liberals
suggest to the world that Reserve was brought to court not be-
cause of protests and embarrassment actions but by a bene-
volent Elite, or by the federal government. Not so!

The taconite amendment was added to the state constitution to
free the steel companies from taxation. Reserve was the first
of the new (technological) taconite iron mining companies to
set up operations. Reserve has been discharging cancer-
causing asbestos directly into Lake Superior for twenty-two
years. Yet, in the first permits and documents, Reserve vol-
untarily stated that it would suspend the dumpings at the first
suggestion of pollution. Yes, this was in writing! In five

years, numbers of
fishermen, who
were the first to
protest against Re-
serve, objected to
the green-grey
metallic sludge
clogging their nets.

shod over the fish-
ermen, and denied
their own written
promises. . . to
this day. The fish-
ing industry in
Lake Superior was

1 destroyed.
t Reserve's asbestos
r dumpings also

wrecked the spawn-
__Y,, t ing-grounds and
deptroyed the principal species of fish in the lake. Hundreds
of fishing towns on the lake are now poverty-stricken.
The Reserve Mining Company, in the wake of the protests of
the late óSixties, was brought to trial. Judge Lord, of Federal
District Court, was assigned as trial judge in the Reserve
case. The trial went on and on for years. Reserve, and mon-

ll

Reserve rode rough-

ey, obstructed every detail. Judge Lord is no friend of the
people. . . during the war he had an established reputation of
sentencing war-resisters (etc.) far beyond the demands of the
law. Yet, faced with the full horror of the evidence, Lord
recognized immediate and mass danger to health and safety
for masses of people; he ordered Reserve shut down.

The company, and money, went to Federal Appeals Court.
Judge Lord's decision was overturned andhe himself was im-
peached by his superiors. We later discovered that two of the
Appeals Court justices owned mining stock (not in Reserve but
nevertheless having an interest in the outcome). The new trial
judge arrived at the same conclusion as Judge Lord. . .-the
danger to health and safety for masses of people! But he was
prudent-or paid or coercedðand gave Reserve a year to
change its methodology. Reserve has never yet made any sub-
stantial moves to change. But, with money, and wealthy law-
yers, proceeded through the courts a second time to impose
its own choice for an on-land dumping site. Unprecedented in .
the history of American law, a major adjudged criminal is
selecting the adjudged punishment!
Nixon's tapes shed some light on this matter, and the early
endless trial. The Republic Steel Corporation and Armco
Steel Corporation (the parent bodies of Reserve) made enorm-
ous illegal contributions to Nixon's re-election campaign. In
return, the Justice Department instructed its own lawyers to
be somewhat less than zealous in the progress of Reserve's
trial. The prosecution, during that trial, could be described
as indolent at best.

Documents show that Reserve knew, right from the beginning
of its operations, that it would have to alter its disposal meth-
ods at some point in time. In fact, right at the beginning, Re-
serve knew of another possible disposal method. . .of newer
technology, not dangerous, and actually less expensive. Why
did Reserve choose an expensive dangerous technologically
backward process? The answer is simple. Reserve planned to
do just what it is doing. Reserve hoped to coerce public and
government into subsidizing its economic future continuity.
The burueacrats of Reserve are ghouls, vampires! They
scheme for guaranteed bigger profits. . .while cancer waits
for masses of their victims. In the recent Steelworkers Union
elections, the region of northeastern Minnesota (with many .
big locals in the mines) voted solidly for class-struggle candi
dates. These lost nationwide only because of sweetheart-con-
tract locals in other parts of the country, these company-
unions not even being in heavy industry. Benzoni, district dir-
ector for the union here, and a primary apologist for Reserve,
was voted out in a wipe -out; the new man had openly criticized
Reserve. I might also mention that two years ago (reported in
FREEDOM 16 Aug. 1975) the miners across the Iron Range
gave us the biggest and most vigorous wildcat strike that
Minnesota had ever experienced, and the most vigorous strike
in Minnesota since the óThirties.

Northeastern Minnesota is one of two places in America where
the Communist Party has maintained its membership-base
tlu"ough the years. The Communist Party has done nothinga-
gainst Reserve . In fact, the CP youth leader in Duluth, on
two occasions, writing in "underground" publications, exhort-
ed people to do nothing against Reserve, accepting without
criticism the arguments of the company-ujpnion. gln the last
year, though, two C Pers, openly identifying themselves as
CPers, have been attacking Reserve aberrationallyðso as to
discredit the opposition to Reserve I think. The Trotskyists
have done nothing to oppose Reserve; they sit on the fringe and
watch for cues from the CP. All locomotion in the fight against
Reserve has come from the Libertarian Eft.
Special filters, water filters, were installed in the fire sta-
tions in Duluth. These sites alone were places to obtain.some-
what pure water. For five years, Duluth has appeared like a
city in war, a city under siege, always with massive queues
ef people, grey people, angry people. These queues have_
been endless, even in cold winter, winter Duluth. . . Iól13.SS1V9
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