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ANARCHISTS HAVE SAID so often that Parliamentary democracy is a
farce if not a downright fraud and that the role of the -individual Mem-
ber is simply that of lobby-fodder, it probably comes as a surprise to
discover many MPs agree.

Late last year, Sir Richard Marshða Minister in the 60s, then head of
British Rail and now Chairman of the Newspaper Proprietors Association
ððsuggested that Parliamentary govemment was all but finished in Brit-
ain. He said that the general contempt in which politicians were held
was due to their inability to deliver what they promised.
"The reason they don 't deliver," he said, "is not because they are dis-
honest. It is because there is an increasing area where their.writ does
not run; where they have no authority to deliver. Either the lMF stops
them, or some world crisis, or the unions, or the employers."

The Stateðas anarchists see itððis made up of an alliance of gangs,
each aiming to preserve its own patch of power over society. There are
Ministers heading their departments, top civil servants running them,
the police, the judiciary and, lately, trade union leaders. These all
work to perpetuate the basic authority relationship: master and servant.

Each sector has its ov territory, which is jealously guarded. The Gen-
eral Secretary of the Transport & General Workersó Union, for example,
has no power to arrest and beat up demonstrators. The police, on the
other hand, do not have the authority to negotiate the wages and condi-
tions For, say, lorry drivers.

BMZNCE OF POWERS

The task of Govemment is to govem: to preserve the balance of power
between the gangs. At the same time it is under constant pressure from
other groups to keep its own power in check. lts final claim to authority,
which no other gang has , is its mandate from a majority of the electorate.

Our interestsðas individual members of the "general public"ðare pro-
tected by ourconstituency members whom we have either voted or not
voted to represent us.
To add to the confusion, the Govemment against which they are our
shield is made up of MP5 hand-picked by the majority party leader in
the Commons. Or, as the situation is now, the leader who can keep
enough balls in the -air at one time to prevent anyone else having that
right.
But as members of a fully-fledged gang with its own collective pride,
backbenchers fear that their influence on events, which is the measure
of status in the power game, is being eroded.

To redress the balance they are demanding the creation of authoritative
Parliamentary committees to monitor Government activities, complete
with independent expert research assistance to enable them to function
more efficiently.
There are already Select Committees in existence but as they are now
structured they face contradictions which act against the possibility of
their wielding effective power.
Most MP5 have ambitions to become members of the Government them-
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selves and it is not in their personal interest to attack their party leaders
too strenuously in committee. At the same time, the members of the com-
mittees are appointed by party whips and individuals likely to make
"trouble" can easily be weeded out.

"| DON T |<r\|"6V'vT
The past record of these committees leaves little doubt that MP5 are right
to feel their impotence. In i973 the Science 8. Technology committee
was simply denied access to an important report on nuclear power. In
1976 a committee on Cyprus called James Callaghan, then Foreign Sec-
retary, to give evidence. To virtually every question pUl' to him he
replied: "l don't know. "
The recent case involving the British Steel Corporation has highlighted

the problem for MP's.A select committee of 7 MP's has been investigating
the running of BSC.As the Westem economy stagnates so the demand for
stool slumps.The nationalised British steel industry has become a notorious
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2 FREEDOM ,

FOLLOWlNG the demonstration organised by
Black Aid in protest against the deaths of the
RAF prisoners in October and November and
demanding the release of lrmgard Moeller
and the lawyer Klaus Croissant, this group
is now planning their follow-up campaign.

An lrmgard Moeller committee is being set up.
This RAF prisoner. has already completed her
Four and a half year sentence and has been in
preðtrial detention again since January I977
on the basis of evidence given by a crown wit-
ness whose reliability is hardly his strong point.
Since mid-August last year she has been held
in strict solitaiy confinement, not being per-
mitted contact with Verena Becker and Sabine
Schmitz, who are also being held at Stamm-
heim. This solitary confinement was broken
for a period of only four days before the be-
ginning of the Schleyer kidnapping and for
her appearance recently before the parliament-
ary enquiry at Baden-Wurttemberg into the
Stammheim deaths, when lrmgard Moeller re-
iterated her earlier statement, denying any
attempt at suicide. Black Aid are also to
pressurise lawyers to take up the case of Klaus
Croissant, the former lawyer for RAF prisoners
who has been held in -Stammheim, again in
strict solitary confinement, since mid-Novem-
ber after his farcical extradition from France
and is now facing charges of conspiracy or
criminal association. Black Aid plans in
addition to take up work on political prisoners
in this country, óthat is prisoners who are re-
sisting in prisonó and has reprinted fifteen
demands made by RAF prisoners in September
I974 as a suggested basis for a campaign.
These demands are:
- The right to self-organisation of prisoners
- The standard rate of pay, right to education
and work
- Old age and sickness insurance
- Medical care from non-prison doctors in
outside hospitals and freedom of choice of
doctors
- Selfðadministration of prisoners through
elections to all functions

the steel workers who suffer through manager-

corpomhonls losses For I977/78 would be O-El! sacrificed while the big fish swam away value other than publicity. The whole perform-

 

Unrestricted visiting rights without surveill-
ance. Outside working hours. The possibility
of sexual contacts

The abolition of special treatment proced-
ures
- The abolition of juvenile criminal institutions

Mixed institutions
The abolition of intemal punishments
The abolition of censorship of mail
The abolition of prison medicine
The abolition of the suspended sentence
Free political information, free access to

media and publications both foreign and
domestic.

In one of three statements distributed for
discussion, Black Aid's work is described as
follows:

"Black Aid will serve no useful purpose, to
my mind, if it does not work towards the total
destruction of the concept of the state and its
authority on a completely world-wide basis.
Black in this sense can only refer to the revol-
utionary flag of the workers and to the flag of
insurrectionists throughout history; for this
reason the leftist movement as it is in this and to get them out of solitary confinement
country will have to be confronted in most could meantime send letters to: Prof. Dr.
cases - I do I101ó See much PO55lbllII'Y of WÁ"l<l"9 Engler, Minister of Justice of Baden-Wurttem-
with existing groups such as they are today - berg, Schiller Platz, Stuttgart; Dr Hans-Jochen
the united front has proven a disastrous tactic \/ogel, Fedet-ql Minister of Justice, Strese-
for previous bearers of the black flag. As I mqnnstrqsse, 53 Bonn - Bod Godesberg; and
understand it the original West German Black to the Generqlbundesqnwqlt (Federal Chief
Aid W95 iormed 7Á back UP Pt'I5Á"Á"5 Á"d iÁ Prosecutor), 75 Karlsruhe I , Herrenstrasse 450.
qgitqte from this position} I10 CIOUIDIó Iió WCIS  
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This has implications for all of us, not least qtñ? _ vaunted Q.uesti.on Time during which it i Gc Wrien the loss could be hidden no longer an popularly imagined Ministers run a gaunhet

boosted and made realistic by the presence of
a growing armed resistance within the Federal
Republic. Of course such a group should be
concemed about common law prisoners and
not help to create a wall (between them and)
so-called political status prisoners, but such
a concem would drown the group and it would
become just one more in the reformist field.
For this reason I think that Black Aid can only
be useful if the group tums its attention in the
prison field to those who have shown themselves
to befighters and to those who may also be
revolutionaries. The only useful ex-prisoner
is a revolutionary one ...'

Black Aid has a centre at I3 James St. London
WC2 (Covent Garden), which they wish to be
run collectively by any anarchist group who
cares to use it. ôGrqiups interested in what
Black Aid is doing or ir. the centre should
contact: Black Aid, Box 7|, I82 Upper Street,
London NI .
 

Comrades concerned to secure the release of
both lrmgard Moeller and Klaus Croissant

_ I i 1_ nc enquiry was set up under Judge Edgar Fay. j of tough, probing interrogation.
'GDU:;Ámj:;7; B565 chairman sir Charles The Govemment planned to follow this with a But, says Nesta Wyn Ellis in Dear Eiector,

9 b|.'| h h 7 private committee to apportion blame in a "lt is a matter of real doubt as to whether
Vllllersþwqs suggesting PU óC Y I cal I e gentlemanly fashion: a few minnows would be Âl$l<lþ9 qIJe5l'lan$ in the H0056 I105 0")! FBQI

óE 255 millionô Vllllers appeared before the . ance of Question Time is a mixture of cynicalcommittee and confirmed this figure as being A FIT OF PIQUE behaviour from both members and Mgnmers
roughly accurate. _ , _ _ _ .B t h G d the lndusf Minister Eric Vqrjey But the Commms |n5|51-ed _ m q ýt of plque alike. The former are out to get themselves on
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were both .aware that the figure would be rtghe Tayhll Igd been "ÁógÁ_d " an ÁPe"
closer to Ã 500 million. Members of the H Um ' l e ovemmem Ám9 0 e I'Á
committee which was supposed to be represen- muster only ll-5 faithful ñpÁY"Áll H VÁleÁ' Members saw this as a min r victting the public as opposed to the Govemment _ Á _ ÁrY'
interest; only Ileamt this -through 0 Ie0l<. Accordmg lÁ theÃ (22Ál'7_8)

Earlier there had been the Crown Agents Mjp nÁw fsel Ihemse Yes IÁ be at war w'l+'
affair in which the agency had managed to Wnlelmll ' Faced w'lh_ O ÁÁ'TUpt and
lose Ã 2-I2 million in a spree of speculative 5:Á"Á:"': GÁVÁm'_"ó|'j5"I:lWl:1SþO Pojiply other
investment in dud property companies and ll an ó_Á ñ"9 Áñ H Á"I ÁÁ Á' ÁÁl5 óI
shady fringe banks, one of the beneficiaries back mlÁ pÁwÁ" they Fee! ÁÁ"'_"Á_9ÁÁñ$ ' ñml
being gaoled ex-MP John Stonehouse. desperate T ÁnÁU9h l'Á begm sn_'p"_"9'~
jndividwj member, had warned O; Hmmiqj What other weapon does the individual MP

have when it comes to protecting us from thedisaster but were powerless before agenc_y4and

the record either with their local party or
floating voters. Often enough they trot out
questions to which they well know the
answer simply to get into the press, "

Ministerial cynicism takes the form of
planting questions to ward off the danger of
any real information becoming public. What
the Environment Department's Ministers were
caught putting Tory backbenchers up to
asking prepared questions to block awkward
ones, Julian Amery, the Housing Minister,
said he thought there was nothing abnormal
in the practice. jeenhimed ye-I-; a9a\-i'n,=I1\ P6)



v

I .

THE BRITISH ruling class is one of
the mostðif not þie most-securely
ent.renched of any in the world. It is
over 300 years since Civil War ended
Royal oligarchy and introduced demo-
cracy under the specious name of the
óCommonwealthô and a puritan dictator
who promptly reneged on all the pro-
mises he had male. to the men who -
fought for him, and made democracy
the sham it has been ever since.

What has made British democracy so
secure, however, has precisely been
that sham-ða system of carefully con-
structed checks and balances manipu-
lated by cynical and brilliant elites who
have successfully circumscribed free-
dom within a thousand civil liberties,
privileges and carefully controlled
órightsô.

Behind the sham, black slavery was
profitably operated and then sanctimon-
iously ended when no longer needed
(compare Enoch Powell's recuritment
of _ óCommonwealthô labour, when he
needed it as Minister of Health-and
rejection when no longer needed I);
Nelson's victorious navy was manned
by press gang methods. Earl Haigôs
victims were conscripted to their
graves in Flanders. the common lands
enclosed and the rural poor jherded
itito urban industrial bondage with
hanging, flogging and deportation for
dissidents, the workhouse the reward
for loyal service. è

In the three hundred years since the
birth of the Mother of Parliaments a
mighty Empire has waxed and waned,
an industrial revolution has changed
the face of the earth, Britain has been
involved in not only two world wars
but more minor conflicts than any
other country, depressions have come
and gone and come again, Mother has
looked blankly at other countries torn
by revolutionðbut has never had
cause to blink at any tremor likely to
disturb her own stability.

Throughout all this fantastic history,
the might of the British state has rest-
ed upon one particularóBritish charac-
teristic: compromise. Just as the
Catholic Church, with an equally suc-
cessful and bloodstained history, has
survived through its ability to bend
with the wind, so too, the cynical and
brilliant British elites have known how
to learnðand the most important les-
son has been to know when to give way
on unimportant issues whilst retaining
the essential power. Think of the
órightsô of trade unions and of women's
suffrage! '

If there is one dirty word in the Eng-
lish language of ruling class diþnmacy
it is óextremismô. Thanks to the grand
concept of Empire, Britain has been
able to export its greatest misery, its
more extreme forms of- government
have been reserved for the lesser
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breeds beyond our shores. Although
public hangings of African rebels were
part and parcel of the restitution of A
law and order in Kenya in the 1950s,
our; own liberal progression has denied
us the pleasure of that charming spec-
tacle in this country for over a undred
years. Indeed, hanging even behind close
closed doors has now been abolished in
favour of the less extreme punishment
of living death in prison.

Is the British ruling class the weaker
for that Of course not, for it cannot
now be despised as a ruthless dictator-
ship or despotism, for it is seen to be
humane, while the development of the
welfare state has given the apparatus
of government the aura of concern for
our less fortunate fellow-citizens (the
deserving poor, as the Victorians des-
cribed them) but at the sametime our
stern parent will punish wrongdoers
and protect us from them.

Although a large part of our ruling
class had sympathy for the fascist and
many dictators of the 30's, we can
imagine the distaste with which they
viewed the excesses of those crude re-
gimes, led by vulgar upstartsð not, _
we hasten to add, out of sympathy for
Mussoliniôs or Hitler's victims, but
simply because such internal violence
is counter -productive. It was only the
expansionist policies of those dictators,
when they decided they wanted a slice
of the imperial and economic cake, that
brought the ódemocraciesô into conflict
with them.

The victorious allies of 1945, remem-
ber, made no attempt to march on to
liberate Spain from a fascist dictator-
ship.

The same attitude is present today
towards South Africa. It is embarras-
sing enough that this one -time jewel of
our Empire should have degenerated
into such a crude oligarchy- but,
worse, it is so bad for trade, making
one tread so carefully among the poten-
tially great markets of the third world.
Those boring old Boers really are so
tactless.

The great achievement of the British
ruling class, however, is that it has
spread its distaste for extremism right
down through the classes. By being so
democratic and arranging things so
that there is this Official Opposition in
Parliament, through which any citizen
in the realm may seek justice, and by
sucking the official labour movement
into its own orbit, with jobs and status
and monetary and meaningless rewards
andhonours, any disagreement or mis-
understanding can be hammered out I
and a jolly decent compromise can be
reached, leaving things very much as I
they were.

It is this óleaving things as they wereó
which is the object of the exercise. ,

No, the really 20th Century British way
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This is the real art of government-
to appear to yield but without changing
anything. Isn't this what was so damned
clever about the end of the Empire and
the birth of the Commonwealth (very
similar, really to that first Common-
wealth of Cromwellós but on a grander
scale), for here, again, the long term
defusing of the opposition resulted in
the establishment of African and Asian
regimes which owed all their expertise
in ruling their peoples to the outgoing
British. . P
And here again, you see, we have this
occasional embarrassment brought on
by such as Idi Amin and Mrs Gandhi-
to say nothing of that shocking faux pas
by poor old Anthony Eden when, as late
as 1956, he lost his marbles and went
mad over the Suez Canal I

is so much more subtle than that, and
it is worth noting that we have managed
to teach at least one of our ex enemies
a thing or two Clearly the present
German state is in essence as authori-
tarian as the Naz not in prac-
ticÄðStammheim notwithstanding Not
by shouting and screaming and stamping
about in .]EiCKbOOi'.S , not by mass con-
centration camps and gross racialism,
but by control of the media, by buying
the labour movements, by the insidious
spread of conformityðall helped, of
course by the threat of the'Reds at the
gate and the urban guerillas withinð-a
modern scientific computerised police
state has been gradually and quietly
built upðwith the help and approval of
their erstwhile enemies, the ódemocra-
tic óalliesô.

And we may be very sure that the Bri-
tish, while teaching the Germans a
better way of g verning, have also
learned a lot from watching how it de-
veloped there. True, Germany had the
advantage of the óeconomic miracleó
which bought the bourgeoisie and the
working class alike-but óweô have the
advantage of our history and political
experience.

It is this history and the lessons that
our rulers learn from it so much better
than the British people do, that makes s
the possibility of British ófascismô, for
want of a better shorthand word, so
likely.

With the decline of Empire, long term
problems for the capitalist system, and
the impossibility of using large-iscale
war as a stabiliser; internal conflict
become s inevitable. And the British
ruling class is obviously preparing for
it.

The real threat of a fascist-type autho-
ritarian regime here does not come
from a bunch of psychopathic hoodlums
being kicked into the headlines by
screaming socialistsð- it comes from
the establishment. It comes from a

(coat: Ã3 6)
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VIET A C

Quoting the words of the US Libertarian League, a FREEDOM
editorial in March 1968 noted: Vietnam is one of the points
where rival systems clash - óthe "Free" world that is not
free, and the "Communist" world that is not Communist.
One, pseudo-freedom based on economic slavery; the other,
pseudo-freedom based on political slavery. One is already
óauthoritarian, the other is becoming so. ' The following
article, written ten years later, concentrating on the "Comm-
unist" position,demonstrates the continuing truth of this
statement - but also how those rival systems need eachother..
WHATEVER HAS HAPPENED to the protests conceming the war and
injustice in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos? Donót be deceived, the fight-
ing and the oppression are not over, neither is the suffering or the
power politics. Were we <_>r|_l_y protesting against involvement in a
little known region, or against the domination, control, slaughter and
mutilation of millions of villagers, peasants, urban dwellers and ethnic
minorities whatever the source? The west has closed its eyes to that far-
off region again, it is no longer news so we assume matters have improved.
This blatant hypocrisy abounds and astounds - apparently it was wrong
for Americans to control and exterminate the Vietnamese but it is not
wrong for the power seeking Vietnamese and Cambodians similarly to
treat the vast majority of their respective populations. What is this
phantom óimperialismô, and has it miraculously disappeared in that
region overnight? _

We have recently read (those of us who still remember those now unfash-
ionable places) a few bare snippets about the outbreak and escalation of
war between Vietnam and Cambodia. Both govemments now claim that
the other is chauvinistic and imperialist and, of course, that they them-
selves are revolutionary, socialist and sincerely searching for peace.
How reliable is the information and interpretation available?
The Impprtance of the Past

It is difficult to discover, with any degree of accuracy, the facts of
the present situation; neither govemment can be trusted - their motives
and methods are too sinister, their records too bloody. However a histor-
ical perspective at this juncture might throw some light on this dark,
complicated and misunderstood subject. We must be aware both of the s
internal policies of these states and the relations between them, specific-
ally between the govemments concemed over the past few centuries, and
es-socially in the modem period. It seems that the present Cambodian

remment is claiming for itself a large area of what was-oncercalled
f, ,-.':i1ltlCl1lnO (under French colonialism). The Vietnamese in their push

.1 =.~.nward =over"the past few thousand years did not comfplete the~eon=-.
<5 at of this area until I757. In the process the state eithe? p"UÄI-Ted out
or Yru::cèrporôated the Cambodian population under its own rule. As a
.'<5n.,~.ñ." thousands of the Cambodian (Khmer) ethnic group remain to the
present day in the southerly Vietnamese provinces. Hence the new rulers
of 4" ombodia justify their own expansionist aims by referring to the size

e old Khmer kingdom in pre-Vietnamese days, and point to their
;r brothersó who they of course seek to óliberateó - to place under
own control. Tó

Eetnamese govemment, in its tum, does not intend to lose control
p sis important rice-growing area. On the contrary the aim of Viet-

"v.1-so governments in the past (whatever their professional ideology)
vzled the control of the entire lndochinese area - incorporating

, at-day Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam - under the auspices of one
..è;>werful state apparatus. I would maintain that the aims of the

govemment have not changed from those of their predecessors.
tact it now carries with it (and has done since the founding of the
.-o-rzhinese Communist Party) the political and social ideology whose
~- 7è-"ed purpose is expansionism and world domination - Marxism-Lenin-

:1 - involving the expansion of Communist Party power throughout any
I. C ':;.ó: which is vulnerable. The Vietnamese govemment also has its own
juStilólCOl'l0t1S for the invasion of Cambodia - the latter's provocation, the
bad treatment of its population (how ironicl), incorrectness of ideology
and so on. In fact the Vietnamese CP intends to preserve and increase .
its own influence in the lndochineseregion - by whatever means or
pretexts it has at its disposal, as the long and destructive Struggle since
the Japanese invaders left the area has clearly shown.

BODIA

The Role of the Party R ó ó

The original Marxist revolutionaries ignored the colonies which they
considered too backward for revolution. But this changed in l9l9 when
the Communist lntemational (Comintern) was created in Moscow. It
gave óthe eastó a more important role in óworld revolutionó. Lenin ex-
plained the failure of revolution in óthe westó after l9|7 by tuming .
Marxism upside down and helping to promote revolution in non-capitalist
and colonial countries. Whatever happened to óobjective conditionsó for
revolution, you may ask? Well, the Leninist Parly had changed all that -
the ósubjective factoró (the Party) was of prime importance now; indeed
its role was to create the óobjective conditionsó itself, the situations in
which it could grab state power. At the same time Lenin needed Marxism
as the justification for his own actions, he required the authority of a
body of theory behind him (a body which is constantly being dug up)ó, so
Marx was adjusted accordingly. The Bolshevik seizure of central power in
Russia in l9l7 was short and sudden, even though its extension over the
rest of the old tsarist empire was a protracted affair. But this method later
proved unsuccessful in China and Vietnam where the attempt to capture
control became a long affair over a vast territory.- But in one important
way the bolshevik coup dóetat and the more drawn out warsiwere not
opposed, their aims were identical - the seizure of state control. In Viet-
nam, as in Chinýthe Communists moved to the rural areas only after
they had failed in the cities, through necessity, and later, of course,
justified their actions as deliberate and foreseen in Marxist- Leninist
theory. Mao Tseðtung became the major exponent of this particular form
of power seizure - his órevolution from belowó was opposed to the Com-
intemós early idea of órevolution from aboveó. Mao's method, like Ho -
Chi Minh's after he had failed to take control of the major cities, involved
overtaking the countryside before surrounding and capturing the towns.
Mao, like Ho, realised that the peasants would make perfect raw mater-
ial for his aims, so that the industrial proletariat were to play an almost
insignificant role in the struggle.

\

The class struggle was transformed into a ónational war of liberationó
and a ópeople's waró, the countryside became the chief area of operation.
The organisational work and the effectiveness of CP propaganda improved
in the l930s in Vietnam. Some Vietnamese had received their revolution-
ary training abroad, and organised themselves on bolshevik lines. Nguy-
en-Ai-Quoc (Ho Chi Minh) organised the lCP along Moscow and Comð -
intem policy of village cells, town and ca.frtonal sections sending deleg-
ates to the all-directing and all-powerful central comittee. The chief
mission of the revolutionary organisation involved the agitation, regim-
entation and militarisation of the population in order to control them for
their--own power purposes. The CP in Vietnam used every conflict situat-
ion or potential one, and by no stretch of the imagination was the con-
flict simply a matter of class struggle. Vietnamese, Laotians, Khmers,
tribesmen, toppers, intellectuals, capitalists, peasants and landlords
were all ñranged with eachother on all sides in the struggle for social
control . R

The lndochinese Communist Party (composed predominantly of exiled
Vietnamese) initially constituted a branch of the Comintem, and up till
I945 decisions on how it was to act were taken in unison with parties
in other CPs throughout Asia. After I949 China became the órear base
areaó for the CP who engaged in the attempt to take control of the Indo-
chinese region. The entire conflict from the close of the Second World
War till I975 has been portrayed as one between ónational liberationó
and óforeign imperialismó by the Vietnamese among others, and this is
still, surprisingly enough, 'popularly' believed in the west. However
there are two glaring weaknesses and inconsistencies here:-

Firstly nationalist ideology was never a motive for ICP strategy, but a
justification in order to fool the liberal west. During the Second World
War the Viet Minh became a front for the ICP, and stopped referring for
the first time to óthe Soviet Fatherlandó; instead they adopted the slogan I
of ónational salvation.ó It was at this time that Vietnam primarily became
the focus of l'tGl'iOl1Clli$."n, and the Party promoted and created separate
CPs for Laos and Cambodia. Nationalism was a pretext for the seizure
of power at all times. lt was, in Leninist jargon, ógood opportunismó and
not, as is assumed, the guiding ideology of the Communists. The CP
had fooled tl.e liberal west by declaring itselfpdissolved during the p M p
óAugust Revolutionó in l945. Atythis time it suited them not to be called




























