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THE YEAR is only sixty days old and in that brief space of time the
State has three victories under its belt to confirm its power over all our
lives. lt has:

IMPOSED a sweeping wage control system without even the pretence of
legality. What Act of Parliament put the TO per cent guideline on the
Statute Book? None. How was it achieved? Through a conspiracy of
Cabinet Ministers and trade union leaders.

BROKEN a strike ð the firemen's - which had almost universal support
throughout Britain by drafting in blackleg troops with little complaint
and no hint of resistance.

BANNED all demonstrations in Britain's capital city, ostensibly as a
sideswipe at the National Front but ultimately to dampen all open
political argument.

BÄ_QOQiI_\lG_D|SCONTENT
All seems quiet. But beneath the surface, intuitively almost, we can
sense the brooding discontent. Nothing seems to work anymore, all the
old ideologies and standards, the Framework of our lives, all the old
desires even, are crumbling.

Everyone knows it is time for something new and it is that which every-
one seems to fear. People have no confidence in anything about them
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or in themselves. It is at periods like this that the authoritarians thrive:
"A strong leader, a firm hand, that's what we need."

lt is to this sort of feeling that the National Front appeals. Racism, the
most obvious and the most irrational part of its message, is the least of
it. They are far enough out of the mainstream of the old politics to
seem different. They promise: "We can march forwards into the past.
Follow us and everything will be safe again. "

People are afraid in a way they never were before. They dread, above
all, what kind of world their children will live in. lt's easy to sneer
and imagine the family is dead but we can't forget that for most people
the future is their children's lives.

They have seen so much change in their own lives, so much tuming ugly
day by day as the hearts of communities are ripped out, as work (if there
is any) becomes more and more absurd. They know that the pace of
ugliness goes faster and faster with - apparently - no way of halting it.

POLITICS OF THE SEWER

Some may imagine that, in these circumstances, the State's action
against the National Front represents a flashing of its liberal credentials,
a sign that the State does really abhor outright authoritarians and
racists. We disagree.

The National Front has lost nothing. lt can do without parades: the
real work is being done in the council slums and the dole queues, their
message seeps through society in the wake of despair and ignorance,
hopelessness and frustration. l

However much we despise and detest the politics of the sewer that the
National Front epitomises we must recognise that the power of the
State to ban any activity represents its strength, and the strength of the
State is a measure of the weakness of each and every one of us.

The State outlaws marches, demonstrations and - eventually - strikes,
because it fears above all the politics of reality. Politics is in factories,
offices, shops, classrooms, homes even, where flesh and blood people
struggle with solid facts. Not fumbling with ballot slips every few
years, passing hour after hour at manipulated meetings and rigged con-
ferences.

This is what terrifies the State. Reality of this kind is untidy, messy,
hard to pin down in a neat file: it interferes with businesslike profit-
making and bureaucratic order.

A NEW REALITY

We shouldn't think that the two month ban is the end of it. The MP for
Lambeth Central died while it was being brought in. This constituency
includes Brixton with the largest concentration of black people in
London. A by-election will be held in the early summer and what else
can the National Front do but stand?

The ban will - if it is necessary now - be as necessary then. Its currency
will extend till the General Election in the autumn. Naturally, the
ban must continue through that period, musn't it? We are reaching a
situation in which all political demonstrations will be illegal. That
seems the logical progression.

Possibly, some may say, that would be no bad thing. At least the
State will know that when we choose our time and our issue to take to
the streets WE WILL MEAN BUSINESS. ( qm-\- pa 3,)
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THERE HAVE been several recent develop-
ments in the Gay News blasphemy case. The
appeal of the editor and publisher ofC-lay
News against their conviction and sentence
for blasphemous libel, following Mary White-
house's prosecution for the publication of i
James Kirkup's poem "The Love That Dares
To Speak Its Name", was heard from I3 to I7
February; but judgement was reserved, and
has not yet been given. Most of the dozens
of grounds for appeal were dropped, and most
of the legal arguments which lasted for nearly
four days concerned two issues ð whether the
crime of blasphemy must involve an attack on
Christianity and must include an element of
intent. The lawyers discussed cases ranging
from I676 to I922, the latter being the date
of the most recent successful prosecution for
this offence, of a militant secularist called
J.W. Gott.

One ridiculous aspect of the discussion of
Gott's case was that none of the [udges had
been able to find a full account of his trial at
the end of I921, so that they had to refer to
the account printed in the secularist paper
the Freethinker, copies of which were supplied
to the court by Nicholas Walter, editor of the
New Humanist, from the library at the Ration-
alist Press Association. As it happened, this
material showed that in Gott's case the
element of intent was assumed to be essential,
so it is possible that this irregular example of
anarchistðsecularist assistance to the legal
system may help to tip the balance in favour
of Gay News. Whichever way the appeal
goes, however, it is possible that the case
will go to the House of Lords, which will
keep the nonsense going for several months
mOree

After the appeal hearing, on 23 February,
the House of Lords debated Lord Willis's Bill
to abolish the common law offence of blas-
phemy. If the House of Commons resembles a
school debating society, the House of Lords
resembles a geriatric or psychiatric óward, and

DON'T FOLLOW LEADERS cont'd.

But only if anarchists have done their work
properly. As long as people cling to the

hope of leaders there is no hope at all. If
anarchists can persuade people to break
through the squalor and the decay that is the
State's gift to us with new dreams then they
may reach with them a new reality.

I978 could be the turning point that I968 was
in its own way. In that year it seemed the
idea of revolution was reborn in the West. In
Th?year perhaps the act of revolution will
be. Don't follow |.<=3'®'FÄ. Follow yourself.

Elli.
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never more than when it debates such an
issue. The Earl of Halsbury talked about acts
of violence to the mind and spirit, and
sources of consolation being besmirched with
ordure. Earl Ferrers attacked the gay free-
thinking lobby. The Bishop of Durham talked
about debasing the currency of reverence.
Lord Nugent of Guildford talked about pro-
tecting the sacred. The Bishop of Leicester
talked about things which are repellent to
society. Baroness Macleod of Borve talked
about lowering moral standards. Lord Robert-
son of Oakridge talked abour protecting the
common hoi polloi and having a long-stop of
common sense. Lord Hampton said that
enough is enough. The Earl of Lytton talked
about cases of blasphemy at his Catholic
public school, in his regiment, and among
his workmen. The Bishop of Norwich talked
about his experience when fighting in the
Royal Marine Commandos and the need for
Britain to recognise its Christian basis. The
Earl of Longford said that when people have
done wrong they must be punished, and that
only religion can make freedom safe. Lord
Ferrier talked about the silly-clevers and the
outriders of antiðChrist. Lard Macleod of
Fuinary talked about abortion, masturbation,
paedophilia, fornication, and said that the
law againat blasphemy was necessary to pre-
serve religion. The Earl of Cork and Orrery
said that since there is a law against blas-
phemy it shouldn't be abolished. Viscount
Barrington said that there has never been so
much need for the law. Lord Kinnaird talked
about defending all the good things that go
to make life worthwhile. The Bishop of
Truro said it took centuries for a tree to grow

but only minutes to cut it down. There were
sofne good speeches from Viscount Norwich,
Lord Soper, Lord Platt, Lord Gardiner, and
Lord Ritchie-Calder, and some good heckling
from Baroness Gaitskell, but the Bill was of

These are days of eroding civil liberties in
many places. To most people the Isle of Man
will be known as never having been in the
forefront of liberalism. But at the end of
I977, without the occasion of the excuse of
National Front marches, the island's legis-
lators passed an unusually stupid law or regu-
lation restricting demonstrations and leaflet-
ting and suchlike. This was challenged by a
hastily formed group who, with previous not-
ification of their intentions, gathered in the
streets of Douglas on New Year's Eve handing
out óHappy New Yearó cards. This resulted in
court appearances and fines. As we go to
press one of the group, Bob Corlett, who has
refused to pay the fine, is waiting to be
hauled off to the gaol.

My vicarious experience of the sewing of a
prison sentence is that it's a real loss of time
and disproportionate disruption of life - but
very good wishes, Bob.

' MC

Interesting to note Dennis Healey's glee as
the rate of inflation dropped below I0/. (to a
giddy 9Á9 actually) for (and I quote the Chan-

'1'cellor)"the first"time since October I973"Wasn
the very same Dennis an obiect of ridicule in
October I974 for claiming a rate of 8'4}-Lô?
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course thrown out. However, the Govemment
announced that the subiect is to be considered
by the Law Commission, so this absurd law may
in fact be abolished in the near future.

Meanwhile, it is still being broken. Before
the appeal hearing, on II February, the Nat-
ional Gay News Defence Committee organised
a march in London and a meeting in Trafalgar
Square which were attended by thousands of
people both inside and outside the gay move-
ment, including several anarchists. At the
meeting it was announced that a new edition
of the Kirkup poem had been published by III
writers, artists, academics, publishers and
ioumalists as a facsimile leaflet. The signa-
tories include such members and friends of the
libertarian movement as John Arden and Mar-
garetta D'Arcy, Professors Stan Cohen and
Laurie Taylor, Peter Fryer and Norma Mea-
cock, Adrian Mitchell and Jeff Nuttall,
Richard Boston, Barbara Smoker, Tony Smythe,
Nicholas Walter and Colin Ward. This edition
has been briefly mentioned in a few papers,
but there has been no comment either from the
unofficial Christian censors or the official
legal authorities. The leaflet is produced by
and available from the Free Speech Movement,
I34, Northumberland Road, Harrow, Middle-
sex, on receipt of a stamped addressed env-
elope.

The poem has also been reprinted in yet
another political paper, the Oxford Red
Hen'ing, still without any reaction. -It_is
clear that, whatever the result of the Gay
News appeal, and whatever the fate of-The
blasphemy law, far too many people are det-
ermined to maintain the principle of free
speech for this particular form of censorship to
be successful. The question is not whether the
Kirkup poem or any other blasphemous item is
in good taste, but whether we can read and
write what we want, and the answer is up to
us. '

M.H.

The National Association for Freedom,
(whose letters sometimes arrive here!) has
been getting in the news lately.Despite their
title capitalisms standard bearers believe in
interfering in other folk's affairs.For example
an M.P. is currently claiming that they are
behind the inexplicably well-funded "moderate
campaigns in various local Labour Party org-
anisations.However these sorts of tactics can
be expensive in other ways.John Gouriot
(one of their directors) is facing a bill of
E 90,000 for cort costs incurred trying to get
an injunction to stop Post Office workers
from boycotting South African communications
To avert bankruptcy an immediate appeal has
been launched.If any of those letters arrive
here,we will be glad to look after them.
Subsidisation of George Ward at Grunwicks
must also have been expensive.Now Robert
Moss has resigned his position of ioint director
The "Evening Standard" carries his assurence
that "he was not leaving a sinking ship"We
can only assume that he represents a maverick
even amongst rats .

A spokesperson at the Ministry of Defense
has said that "Any meesages from outer space
are the responsibility of the BBC and the
Post Office,as these are responsible for illegal
broadcasts"
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WITH both maior political parties committed to , Our main task now was to spread the action
cuts in public expenditure they are faced with
the difficulty of convincing the electorate that A ally. The National Union of Students (NUS) l

a

to other colleges, both in London and nation-

services such as hospitals and educational est- I having been cesured at the last National Con-
ablishments are things which we no longer need. y ference for inactivity on the question, finally
Brmsh coneges of fuýher educqýon have u|_ 5 called for an óactivistsô conference on overseas

ó students. The Thames delegation arrived to
ways had a fair number of overseas students
studying for qualifications not available in
their home countries. London has always had ci
higher proportion than other areas. Over the
years the numbers have been rising, because it
suited the authorities: similarly immigration
was encouraged when it suited the labour mark-
et. Now immigrants and overseas students are
picked on as scapegoats.

The Department of Education (DES) has decided l
that the system of entry on academic merit is I
to be abandoned; students are to gain entry on
racial stock. This year the Labour controlled
Inner London Education Authority (ILEA) is up
for reðelection, so they have indulged in cost- i
cutting exercises which will lead to a small I
increase in rates. To this end they have closed }
schools, sacked teachers and cut courses. Now
they want to implement the racist QUOTA  
SYSTEM; that it contravened the Race Relat-
ions Act was admitted by Education Minister
Shirley Williams who has ordered overseas
students to be re-classified as óspecified stud-
ents.' From next autumn no college may admit A
more than 25 per cent of its students from over-
seas. The reason given is to create more places
for home students. THIS IS A LIE.

Since February 9th students at Thames Polytech- |
nic have occupied their Woolwich site in opp-
osition to education cuts, to the Quota System 1
and ILEA's decision to lop Ã 50,000 off next
year's budget - this because the Court of Gov-
emors had alread made plans to cut back on
overseas students, hoping it would save them
from worse, but which failed to comply with
the quota. Now the governors have voted to
implement the quota, although City of London
Polytechnic, Warwick and Sheffield Universit-
ies and others have refused to submit to DES
pressure. At Thames the quota cuts I26 places
and threatens six courses: at technical colleges
the quota will lead to run-downs and possible
closures, especially SWLTEC and SELTEC.

We must recognise that Thames Polytechnic is S
a test case - if ILEA gets away with it here, '-
DES will pressurise education authorities all "
over the country to implement the quotas.

The row blew up on February 6th when the
Finance and General Purposes Committee of
the Court of Governors met to decide not
whether, but how, to implement the quota
system. The meeting was disrupted by a picket
of 50 students who demanded that the Court
reverse its decision.

At a stormy meeting of nearly l,000 students -
one of the biggest in the Poly's history - a
decision was taken to occupy and to organise
a national campaign. The Director ordered the
sites closed. However students opened librar-
ies and laboratories and mounted an alternat-
ive education programme.

find the usual talk-shop, completely ignoring
the fact that the NUS strategy of negotiation
has kept the student body passive in the face of
government attacks on education.

We called a meeting of activists: our resolution óU
to spread the campaign was overwhelmingly t ' ô
adopted, and as the result of a picket of t I .
County Hall we were promised an interview
with Ellis Hillman of ILEA - the man who
wields the axe. He would see as many of us
as cared to tum up, we were told.

On February I®th the TV programme "Thames
at Six" interviewed the Student President; a
member of NATI-HE, the lecturersó union; and
the Director of the Poly, Dr. D E R Godfrey.
All he could say was 'I am not a racist, but I
am a democrat, and I am obliged to implement '
the quota system . '

On February 20th a further Union meeting
voted to continue occupation. At tl'\i$ 5i'Â19<-3ó
we received a tremendous boost to our morale
when the local branch of the lecturersó union I
NATF HE who had already condemned the t
quota system, now voted to support our occup-
ation, to provide a counselling service for ' We do not like living in a society in which
students, and to call on the Court of Govern- teachers remain on the dole and children in
ors to resume a normal teaching programme; t oversized classes; in which parents are denied
this despite the pressure put on them by the E education because of the lack of nursery pro-
adrninistration who had told them not to teach A vision; in which students in further education
or mme into the building; l colleges are denied the right to autonomous

V unions; in which foreign students are subiectð
ed to discriminatory fees and quotas, and
their right to protest curtailed by the threat

' of deportation, which could mean death.
Nor do we like a society in which our deme-

, cratic government can impose decisions whic.-l=~
ó affect the lives of hundreds of thousands of

people without even censulting them ,

Back at County Hall, Ellis Hillman had now
decided that he would receive a delegation of
ten people. He said that no courses or
colleges would close because of the quotas.
He immediately confirmed, however, that
under-recruitment would certainly cause the
termination of courses and the closure of
colleges. Since most courses at most London
colleges are undersubscribed at the moment we , The point qnqrghigt-5 must make is ó[ó|1Q'I' an ,,,,.
take that to mean that courses and colleges can gain from all our marching, protesting
will close. and picketing is a few concessions granted to us

b our masters for which the have alread
' ed h b k b Y ' Y Y

Eventually Hlllmqnrpqss i .8 ýle [Y 1, d very likely budgeted. We know that negot-referri us to our democratrca e ec e _ _ _ _"9 Y rations are doomed to failure occu aticnst.ó ' P .govemmen are token gestures - what we must do is
DISRIJPT.Two days later the NUS organised a demon-

stration in which Thames took the lead. We ,
marchedori County Hall to find 0 m<1$$iVB 7 This campaign has shown us the bureaucrats
PÁli9e ÁÁ"dÁ" dÁ"Yi"9 óJ5 Ál-"' right I'Á PiÂl<ei ' stripped of their illusions of power. The real
Pe<I1Âel'UllYt "ml NUS 5l'eWÂ"'d5 $Plii'i'i"9 the l power lies in the State, and directors of
ranks. educational establishments owe their positions
Now some heads O, depqr,_men,s have been := to their willingness to carry out orders.

sending letters to their students urging them
to attend this Tuesday's Union meeting and
vote the occupation out. When you read this
the result will be known - either way we will
continue to fight the RACIST QUOTASQ

L Support the Mass Picket of ILEA at County
l Hall, WEDNESDAY 8th MARCH, 2pm.

. Contact: Thames Polytechnic Studentsó Union,
; Thomas Street, London, S.E.I8. 0l-855 0618

. Our campaign at Thames must not be isolated, Charles Cfó-'ie=
for the issues are of vital importance to the
future of education in Britain.

_ R
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FURTHER to our report on the demonstrations
and arrests in Greece over the deaths of
Gudrun Ensslin, JanðCarl Rcispe and Andreas
Baader in StuttgartðStammheim (FREEDOM
12.11.77) we have received news that the
following anarchists have been released from
gaol: Michael Protopsaltis, Nikos Asimos,
Kiriakos Basiliadis and Nikos Balis. Irodis
Bakogianis of '5ocialisme ou Barbarie' has
also been released.

But still in prison are: Christos Konstantinidis
(sentenced to 35.-.years), Michael Sirpos (28
months) and George Tsahtsidis (2 years).

With this information we have received
details of the events leading up to the
murder by the police of Christos Kasimis.
He was shot by the authorities during an
attack on a German-owned factory in Piraeus
and the police are now attempting to pin this
killing on Yiannis Serifis, a worker who was
picked up by the police 10 days later.
A revolutionary group under the name of
"Internationalist Solidarity" attempted to
place bombs at the A.E.G factory in Piraeus
on the night of 19th/20th October 1977.
This was part of a wave of attacks on German
targets in Greece against theStammheim
murders.

The group sent out a news release explaining
exactly what their motives were: "As the
appropriate expression in the act of the
intemationalist revolutionary solidarity and
within the programme and the prospects of
the class struggle we took the decision to hit
the German multinational corporation of
A.E.G.

"Internationalist solidarity is our duty, it is
an integral part of the very class struggle in
our country, against intemational bosses,
the State and their puppets."

POLICE MURDER KASIMIS

While three other members of the group
prepared their action in the factory grounds,
Kasimis went back to their car to fetch more
equipment. Two policemen were passing,
stopped him and disarmed him. This move
was spotted by the other three who moved in,
hoping to immobilise the police without
having to use their weapons.

As the three drew closer Kasimis was able to
break ý'ee, running in the opposite direction
to his comrades. The police opened fire
without waming - a common practice - and
Kasimis was hit in the head. At this point
his three comrades knocked the police down,
without using weapons and the police tumed
their fire on them.

In the exchange of fire the two police were
slightly wounded, as were two members of
the group, but all three of Kasimisó comrades
Were able to escape.

POLICE CONCOCT THEIR STORY

The next day the chief of the Piraeus police,
a well knownó torturer, Karathanasis, put
out their version of events, "verified" by
the testimonies of the two policemen
involved.

The Solidarity Committee for the liberation
of Yiannis Serifis, describe the police story
in this way:

"The two policeman, while on patrol,
spotted somebody (Kasimis) doing things they
regarded as suspect. They approached him
and asked for his papers. At first Kasimis
pretended he would give them but then he
tficd ta run away. The policeman
struggled with him, disarmed him when at
one instant he pulled out his gun, and
immobilised him with a grip. At that instant
they heard shots and tuming round they saw
3-4 individuals approaching them shooting.
One of these broke away from the others,
approached to a distance of one meter and
shot Kasimis at point blank range in the head
óso that he doesn't talk'f, Just after that he
wounded the two policemen. Then the group
escaped."

WHO IS SERIFIS ?

He is a 39 year old milling machinist.
"On the one hand, " say the Committee,
"certain aspects of his person gave fruitful
grounds for the creation of false impressions
by the professionals in lying, who would help
bring the matter of the murder of Kasimis to
a painless close for the police.

"On the other hand, through this plan of
extermination, the police attacked some-
thing that had to be attacked in any case:
the struggle for the class autonomy of the
workirq people."

Serifis was one of the hundreds of thousands
of Greek workers who are forced to labour in
Germany. For 10 years he worked for A.E.G
in that country and his activism soon found
him a place on the employersó black list.
Only the solidarity of his fellow workers
prevented his dismissal or deportation.

During the Greek military dictatorship
Serifis was a member of the "20th October"
organisation, working actively against the
regime. In October 1971 four members of
the organisation were arrested and the names
and photographs of two others the police were
hunting appeared in the press ð one of these
was Serifis. He was not caught.

The prosecution of the "20th October"
organisation was under the direction of
Kai-athanasis who now - surprise, surprise ð
is the police chief leading the campaign for
Serifisó death.

STRIKE ACTION

In July I974 the dictatorship fell, to be
replaced by what the Committee describes as
"the democracy of capital ". 5eIóiti$ Fetvmed
to Greece and got a iob in the Greek out-
post of A.E.G. In the spring of 1977 he
was an active participant in a 70 day strike
at the factory.

"Ho also, " says the Committee, "actively
contributed in the attempt at co-ordination
of the autonomous factory unions and comm-
ittees, which had been formed during the
struggles, outside the realms of the official
trade unionist apparatus. "

T ð  


























