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WE WELCOME news, articles, reviews, let-
ters. Copy deadline for-ñnext issue (no, I6)
is MON DAY I4 AUGUST

Next DESPATCHING date is THURSDAY I7
AUGUST. Come and hel from 5 m. (Help
will also be welcomed the previous Thursday,
10August, for folding Review section.)

ABERYSTWYTH. Mike Sheehan, 2 South St.
Abe stw th,
BRISTOL Phone Dave SEII or Bob on BristolQ I Y

554660. __ _
CAMBRIDGE, Raphael Älkie, Queens" I
Colle e Cambrid e.
CHESIER. Anyone interested in forming group
N Cheshire area contact J P Simcock,
Dai Cottage, Old Moss, Tarvin, Chester.
CORBY. Ierry Phillips, 7Cresswell Walk,
Corb , Northants.
COVENIRY. John Englaa, 48 Spencer Ave.
Earlsdon, Covent .
DERBY. Anyone interested in forming group
contact Andrew Huckerby, 49 Westleigh Ave.
Deib DE3 3BY.
EST ANG LIAN Libertarians Martyn EverettI

ll Gibson Gardens, Saffron Walden, Essex.
EXETER Anarchist Ssciety, Univ, of Eater,
Devonshire House, Stocker Road, Exeter. r
HASIINGS. Steve, l8a Wrkwlck lerrace,
St. Leonards-onðsea, Sussex.
HIGH BENTHAM. Ask at the "Dragonfly" on
Market Do (Wednesda ).
HUDDERSFIELD anarchist group meets Ionó-
nightly in the 'Zetland', Queensgate at 8 pm.
For further details contact Polytechnic Students
Union. Tel. 048441288.
LEAMIN"GTOl\l 6. w"..-iEIZ',".7ó._""'425716+ St. 5
Leamington Spa
LEEDS, Box 101 'Leeds Other Paperó,
30 Blenheim Terrace, Leeds 2.
MALVERN 8. Worcester area. Jock Spence,
Birchwood Hall, Storridge, Malvern, Worcs.
WNCHESTER see N.W. Federation
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, Black Jake, c7o
115 Westgate Rood, Newcastle NE1 4AG. I y
NORWICH Anarchist Group . C70 Students
Union, University of East Anglia, Norwich.
NOTTINGHAM c o Mus room, 10 Heat -
cote St. (tel. 582506) or 15 Scotholme Ave.,
Hyson Green (tel. 708302).
OXFORD - sus ended during vacation.
PORTSMOUTH - change of address pending.
READING university anarchists c7o Students
Union, Univ. of Reading, Whiteknights,
Reading, Berks,
SHEFFIELD ð information awaited.
SWANSEA. Don Williams, 24 Derlwyn,
Dunvant, Swansea.
THAMES VALLEY. Adele Dawson, Maymeade,
6 Congress Rd. Maidenhead. (tel. 062 2974).
WESTON-super-Mare, Martyn Redman, Flat
5, 23 Milton Rd. Westonðsuper-Mare, Som.
WILTSHIRE. Comrades in SWINDON wish to
start an anarchist group (as well as existing
Community Arts Group). Get into touch with
Mike, Groundswell Farm, Upper Stratton,
Swindon, Wilts.

FEDERATIONS

óLONDON
Anarchist Communist Assn. c/o 182 Upper St.
lslington N.1.
Anarchy Collective, I23 Upper Tollington Park,
N.4.
East London Libertarians, 123 Lathom Road,
E.6. (tel. 552 3985). I l

.-

sc  
Freedom. 84b Whitechapel High St. (Angel
AIley),E .1. (tel. 247 9249).
Hackney Anarchists, contact Dave on 249 7042

Kingston Anarchists, 13 Denmark Road,
Kingstonðupon-Thames (tel . 549 2564
London Workers Group, Box W. 182 Upper St.
N.l . (tel. 249 7042)
Love V Power, Box 779 Peace News (London
office), 5 Caledonian Rd. N.1.

KENT
Ramsgate: Peter Ford, 22 Royal Road
Sevenoaks: J-m Endesby, 70 Bradbourne Rd.

MIDLANDS:
Secretariat: awaiting information.

Newly formed
NORTH-EASTERN ANARCHIST FEDERATION
Secretariat: Leeds Anarchists, Box 101,
30 Blenheim Terrace, Leeds 2. Publishes mthly
bulletin. Next conference will be held in
Sheffield, 23 September. Groups in Leeds,
Sheffield, Huddersfield, Sunderland and
Newcastle.

NORTH-WEST ANARCHIST FEDERATION
c/o Grass Roots, 109 Oxford Rd. ,Manchester 1

The various groups in the federation are:
Bolton Group (teI.387516) -) AH C/0
Lancaster Anarchist Group ) above address
Manchester Anarchist Group)
Manchester Syndicalist Wor-)

kers' Federation )
Burnley Anarchist Group, 5 Hollin Hill,
Burnley, Lancs.

Newsletter 8. Quarterly Meetings. Contacts in
other areas.

SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION
Secretary: Nina Woodcock, 17 Cheviot Cres. ,
Fint , Dundee.

Abergeenz c/o A.P.P. , 163 King Street.
Glasgow: c/o Box G.P P, 146 Holland Street,
Glasgow G2 4NG

cÂ|li|1-uni-mini I ' inn |ð like I I_I_I|IúI""._._ JI-I-I

SHEFIELD Sept. 8-10 . HOUSING ACTION
CONVENTION. Squatters, licensees, short-
life housing groups, housing co-ops, builder
co-ops, empty properly and housing action
groups 8.0. 8.c., coming together to exchange
information and skills, to set up a contact net-
work and aim to produce policy proposals and
a campaign to back them up. Bookings should
be made _s__o_o_i_1_. Cost to groups with paid wor-
kers, and individuals earning average or over
wages, Ã 15, "to poorer groups and individuals
E 5 per person. Fees include main meals and
accommodation. A coach will go from London,
minibuses and/or lifts from elsewhere. Enqui-
ries and bookings to SELF HELP HOUSING
RESOURCE LIBRARY, Ladbroke House, High-
bury Grove, London N.5. (tel.01-607 2789
extension 5027),
MANCHESTER Wed. 30 August 'Ihe Patriarch
al Society : Sexism in our midstó. Discussion
mtg. arranged by Manchester Anarchist Group
8 pm in the back room of the Castle Pub, Old-
ham Street, off Piccadill Gardens.
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE ARMS TRADE.
National Meeting in Oxford 15-17 Septembes
Early September arms exhibitions: 3-10 Fam-
borough lntemational '78. 5-7, Electronics
Displays at Mount Royal Hotel, I.ondon, W..1.
Programme details from CAAT, 5 Caledonian
Road, London N1 9DX. (tel. 01-278 1976).
LONDON, A.U.M. (anarchist united misfits
for revolution and self-realisation) meet

ACTS
Mondays at 7.30 pm in Clements Building,
L.',S.E., Houghton Street, WC2, New mem-
bers welcome. '

ANTI-SEXISTóAnarchist-Feminist Weekend.
Sat. 2-Sun. 3 Sept. in Bromley, Kent (very
accessible by Southern Region from Charing X
or Victoria).
Ä_qty_rg_gy: Workshops including Patriarchy;
ls sexuality political: Yoga; Awareness; Co-
counselling; The anarchist movement; SWP;
Video; Spain and Syndicalisma (Other suggest-
ions welcome, as are any papers people might
be thinking of writing, but as soon as possible
please.)
Sunday: Unstructured and will no doubt de-
pend on the success/failure of the previous
day's workshops,

Bring Food, Music, Toys to share.

Accommodation: Since space is limited we
must ask everyone to h'y and find somewhere
to stay on Saturday nightð- friends, etc.
If you're desperate to come but have nowhere
to stay, drop a note in with your reply and
we'll see what we can do.
Also, we ought to have some idea of the num-
ber of people turning up, for our own peace of
mind, so can ou fill in and retum to Box Sy .
Freedom, 84B Whitechapel High St. E1 7QX

I will be coming to the weekend with

, . .friends, bringing . . . children aged

OOOOODOOIOII

MIXED non-sexist anarchist group forming,
concentrating on 5tudy_/action/anarchist con-
sciousnessðraising. New Cross/Lewisham area,
Contact Rosanne tel. 692 1970.

74 '1 ii

CometoaParty
AG. tB fitSh ' 'd fth 'ti frea ene ow in Cll o e VIC ms o ' ,___.../- ..__....-...,
racist attacks is to be held on 5 August at
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WCI ,
with Sugumugu, Lord Eric and Agor-Mrnba,
Steel and Skin, cheapside. Also featuring
Jimmy Scott and introducing the fabulous
Princess Sonya, Wizard Kid and Keith Armstrong

ó African music, dance and new wave sounds
78/79. Entrance fee Ã I or over; couples
E l.50, unwaged 50p. 7.30 pm - ll pm.

it

anarchist fortnightly
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PRESS FUND THE present wave of 'militancy' among prison officers raises

13 - 21 July I978

EXMOUTH: A'B S H 50 - BURGESS HILL0 0 0 P; 1' ' " - ' 'N B 50 SOMERVILLE M W N day's wage for a fair day's work? _Or decent conditions at work?
o o I 15$ó: Q 9

E 5 24; ST. CLOUD, Minn.: M.G.A.
Ã3440'LOI\lDOI\lWC2:LSÃ140'

some pretty theoretical problems for class warriors. Are not
prison officers workers? Do not most of them have ónothing to
sell but their labour powerô? Are they not entitled to a fair

Should we not support them in their struggles?
For anarchists the questions are laughable. Of all those

WO|:VE;,HAMP.|.ON: LL: 2;ÁJÁ'KÁwÁ' 26 _ who óhave to sell their labour live, those who sell it byP
BERKELEY. c6|if.. A.G. s 2 WAKE-
FIELD: B.W. Ã 1; LONDON
B B F 50p-LONDONN w s 0 s ss-

E/Ya

lai®

O50OJ 9

V,;OÁOE)F OR'D B .d _ C I _ 'L6ND: In fact the present unrest among warders arises precisely

playing the turnkey against their fellow workers are among
the lowest of the low, in the same business as torturers and
executioners.

ri ge. . p,ON S®wosý Sosa Ã 5; MATLOC K: Hoco 50 _ because some of them have set themselves up as unofficial
50p; WHITIANGA, |\|z.w.o. s 1; LON-
oow 5.16. R.H. sop.

Y  TOTAL Ã60.64

Pô torturers of the prisoners in their charge - and are taking
umbrage at being called to task for it. Oh, certainly, they
have not set up the rack and thumbscrews in Pentonville - but
they have set out systematically to beat up prisoners in

PREVIOUSLY AC KNOWLEDGED E. 644 .90 Winson Green and in Hull. -

TOTAL to DATE Ã 705.54

Published by Freedom Press, London E1
Printed by Magic Ink, Margate, Kent.

ó~

Although some officers were charged with assaulting
Irishmen on remand in Winson Green for the óBirmingham
bombingsó and it was conclusively shown that assault did take

ej-. _.t.-... _.-.._._--- place, nobody to this day has been found guilty. Now prison
officers are being charged with assaulting prisoners after
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the riots in Hull prison two years ago - and are screaming
about injustice!

On a less lurid level, officers have taken unilateral
action at Pentonville to close down a Visitorsó Centre, run
by volunteers, which helped wives and children of prisoners
to get through the long wait and harsh conditions they have
to endure when visiting their menfolk.

Are we paranoid in seeing a link between this increased
authoritarianism and the recent recruiting drive carried out
among prison staff by the National Front? Are we unduly
nervous about the apparent extension of police powers whereby
they can hold prisoners for weeks without preferring charges?

Both the police and the Prison Officers Association have
objected to a recent BBC TV programme on óLaw and Orderó -
the police demanding the right to censor programmes in advance
and the POA withdrawing all co-operation with the BBC, which
means effectively blocking any programmes on prisons which do
not please the screws.

What is becoming increasingly obvious is that the óForces
of Law and Orderó are taking more and more power and openly
flouting the law which they are supposed to uphold.

Most of us know that they have always done this behind
the scenes. To do it openly is much more sinister.
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producing something like real charges
against the six comrades who are still
being held under category óAô maximum
security in Brixton prison. Until now
they have been held on charges of ócon-
spiracyô or indeed, in one instance, for
several days on no charges at all. Tech
nically this could only happen if the
Prevention of Terrorism Act were in-
voked, yet Det-Supt. Bradbury insists
that this was not the case. Details of
the charges are given below.

First the course of events. Following
the violent incident in court on 13 July
(see FREEDOM vol. 39 no. l4) the def-
endants were further ill-treated. Visitors
who saw them over the weekend reported
several apparent injuries. A further
cause of alarm is the manner in which
they are taken to the remand hearings.
This gives a wonderful opportunity for
the police to indulge in theatrical disp-
lays, with a bulletproof van, marksmen
on surrounding roofs etc. The defendants
are locked into small separate compart-
ments in the van and, on occasion, even
handcuffed in. The reckless. manner in
which this van is ued is a matter of
considerable concern. It is driven at
breakneck speed and orders are given to
ignore traffic lights. So far the toll of
collisions in this case alone amounts to
a parked Mercedes (with diplomatic
plates yet), a gatepost and a police motor
cycle!
THE COMBINATION OF THE RECKLESS
DRIVING AND THE CONFINED CONDIT-
IONS INSIDE THE VAN MAKES SERIOUS
INJURY LIKELY IN THE EVENT OF AN
ACCIDENT.

Persons Unknown demands an immed-
iate halt to this dangerous use of these
vehicles which seems designed solely as
an outlet for the overheated shotgun rid-
ing mentality of the cowboys who drive
them and an extension of the securicor
approach to processing remand prisoners
as if they were used banknotes or dang-
erous chemicals.

The police are stepping up their hara-

THE POLICE have finally got round to

-ssment of the upportgroup. When one
member went to the court for the July
20 hearing he was stopped, searched
and questioned. When Martin Walker,
another member of the group, protested
he was whipped away and sometime later
charged with obstruction. During the
hearing Bradbury was pressed to actually
produce some evidence. He failed to be
convincing, but bail was refused yet
again.

The next week, at the July 27 hearings,
the police finally showed a bit of their
hand.(After all, there had been no need
before; they 'have managed to keep the
defendants confined - in Irisó and Ronan's
case since May 24 - with vague allegat-
ions of óconspiracy. ó The actual charges
are:

.

.- i

Just cast an eye over these. Iris and
Ronan, for instance, ódishonestly hand- "-
ling 3 air pistols. ó What the hell kind of
charge is that?Enough to keep someone
in virtual solitary for 10 weeks?
Remember the Stoke Newington 8 trial.
There an entire arsenal was produced
and what happened? Four out of 8 def-
endants were found guilty of óconspiracyô.
None of the firearms charges held up.
(Not that we are suggesting that a charge
holding up in court means óguiltô, what-
ever that is!) And what has happened to
all the óexplosionsô that the óconspiracyô
was supposed to be about?
:.Despite the fact that the police would

now seem to have decided that they have
cobbled together some sort of case the
raiding continues. There were two raids
near Bristol last week by gun-waving _
police wearing flak jackets. Meanwhile
prison conditions for the men have im-
proved slightly and some association is
allowed with eachother. Iris still

seems to be in the same conditions as
before of virtual solitary confinement.

It is interesting to note that the bomb-
ings which have occurred (all since the
arrests!) have mainly been on leftwing
targets. Two more are reported today
('Monday)_ on targets connected with the
Communist Party - Collettós Bookshop
and the Morni Star. (However, a bomb
was delivered % Tory headquarters last
week).

Persons Unknown are holding a public
meeting at Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, London this Friday (4 August)

FRO
nus

Hi!
Received another copy of FREEDOM -

thanks very much. Thanks also for the
support. I fear you'll have to change a
few details however-- now we are six!

. I hope this isn't going to become an
annual event! Do you remember writing
about Ronan and I when we were held
under the PTA this time last year?
I think that May is not a very good month
for anarchists! I might say that June/
July hasn't been too fantastic for me
either!

The support that has been shown on
our behalf has been very encouraging
(for us). And I do appreciate, and send
my thanks to those who arranged the
picket and leafleting outside the prison.
Having said that however, I must go on
to say that I don't agree with óall womenó
events. I have heard that a guy-- afriend
of mine -- was turned away from a picket
because only women were allowed.

18 July
Tuesday evening

I find that attitude rather depressing
and not one lód expect to hear from a
ósupport groupó expressing ósolidarityô.
Iwant to be supported because l'm an
anarchist, not because I'm a woman -
after all it is because of my beliefs that
l'm here-ð not for my sex.

On the other hand of course I do see
that as a woman l'm caught in this mad
bureaucratic l0ophole- I can't be kept in
the women's prisonó at Holloway because
l'm too dangerous "! ! !) so I have to be
kept in a men's prison where there aren't
really any proper facilities for me either.
And where, for puritanical reasons,
male and female prisoners must be
strictly kept apart. l'm not allowed any
association--which is usually a punish-
ment in prisona So l'm being doubly pun-
ished--though l've not yet been convicted
of anything. Mind you, if the worst hap-
pens and I get convicted of 'conspiring',
it'll still be a release for me to get sent
to prison!

As we haven't yet been committed for
trial, and with the backlog in the courts
it could be next June or so before we
get to trial, I face a year in solitary.

I noted that one of the points in the
leaflet said I was óforced to exercise in
full view of male prisoners. ' I must say
that is the very least of my problems!

When I do go on exercise the guys
usually shout encouragement to me -
like ñkeep your chin up" and "how are
youñ. Despite the fact that they get into
trouble for doing so, there's always
someone to shout a cheery word or give
a wave.

Also when I first arrived here the pol-
ice were being difficult about letting
people visitð even my mother wasn't
allowed in for a week! The guys in my
wing, downstairs, got together and sent
up a basketful of fruit, squash, biscuits
etc. for me. One guy even gave me a
dinner that had been sent in for him!

I believe that much the same happened
to Ronan - guys gave him fruit, milk,
tea etc while he was waiting for friends
to be allowed to visit. g

Ronan and I have now been allowed one
visit a week with eachother--in the pres-
ence of four guards!--for 15 minutes,
which is the óregulationô visit period.
The governor was against us having
these visits and is being very grudging
in following the Home Office's approval
--for which we petitioned specially.

I think the support we are receiving is
a tremendous help-as well as a boost
for us! Although the police obviouslyñ
find it irritating, as shown by their com-
plete over -reaction to the protest in
court last Thursday (13th), when the guys
got beaten up and put in handcuffs for
attempting to say something! It's obvious
that they don't want us to have a say about
anything. Although whatever they say
about us is printed, without question, in
the press.

As I say, if there is a trial, it'll be
next year sometime and it's important
that support will be solid- and durable!

Meantime we're allowed letters-- if
people aren't put off writing! -- a post-
card will do-- and we like to keep in
touch and to hear from the óoutsideô
world. *

Thanks again everyone! Love Iris
H. M. P. Brixton
Jebb Ave, Brixton (no. 1701993)
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BY THE TIME this appears the Huntley
Street squatting community might well have
been kicked onto the streets and its mem-
bers be doing the best they can as isolat-
ed individuals to sort out somewhere to
live. Let's hope not!

As of this moment (Sunday) we have
turned the block of 54 ex-police flats we
have occupied for 1'? months into a verit-
able fortress. All entrances to the block
have been barricaded; a 24 hour watch is
being kept on all persons entering the
building and on any police activity in the
area. The community cafe is open all
day to provide food for the hungry camp-
aigners and all are bracing themselves
for the bailiffsó attack, whenever that
might. be. ,

We are doing this because, although
we lost the 3 day court case which result-'
ed in the Area Health Authority being
granted possession orders on their prop-
erty on July 20 we certainly do not think
the matter is over. This is the culminat-
ion of the long dispute between the Health
Authority and the squatters over the
authority's plans. They intend to spend r
nearly Ã1 million to convert cheap fam-
ily flats into single person medical staff
accommodation, for which they have, as
yet, not proved a need. They have given
up a purpose built block of single person
accommodation - the Maple flats, be-
cause of excessive building costs and they
intend to give up another, the Grafton
Way nursesô home, merely because the -
government have a policy of not using
leaseholdaccommodatlon for staff hous-
ing needs.

But even if the ownersó plans were
the best in the world we would not move,
and in fact cannot move, for the simple
reason that so far no one has made any
attempt at providing rehousing for the
community. Most of the squatters are

I
E

ET
young single people whom both Camden
Council and the GLC say they have no
responsibility to house. There are also
a number of families, including 30 child-
ren, but even the majority of these have
not been offered alternative accommodat-
ionother than bed and breakfast and host-
els.

well, that's not good enough. The fam-
ilies are sticking together with the single
people till we have won our fight for re-
housing for all. Camden's so-called
óprogressiveô council has done nothing so
far, despite senior officials making var-
ious promises of negotiations with the
GLC and the health authorities. This is
the same authority which is responsible
for trying to close the Elizabeth Garret I
Anderson Hospital and for the chaos surr-
ounding the Polygon health centre. A
light is shed on their competence by the
fact their Huntley Street plans will lead
to a net loss of nursesó accommodation.

Huntley Street is a test case. For one
thing it will be the first major eviction
since the Criminal Trespass Law was
passed. For another it will be the larg-
est ever, 160 people being involved. It
is not good enough for families to be
shunted into temporary bed and breakfast
and for single people to be thrown onto
the streets. Even Steven Ross, the Lib- '
eral MP who proposed the Homeless
Persons Act, admits that it is totally
inadequate in this respect.

Our allotted time runs out on Monday
morning. By the time FREEDOM goes to r
press we may know if the authorities are
going to try to cover their bungling by
a blustering display of strength. Or per-
haps they will delay it for a few days.
In the meantime we will continue (against
the orders of the bailiff!) to publicise our
case.

S,AFRlCA
THERE ARE an estimated 250, 000 to "
300, 000 squatters living around the city .
of Cape Town in South Africa. A large
proportion of the people are coloureds
while between 80, 000 and 90, 000 are
Africans. Conditions in coloured and ~
African squatter areas are equally poor
yet the authorities have adopted different
attitudes towards the Invo groups. The
Cape Town area has been designated a
ócoloured labour preference area. ' The
Africans are regarded in terms of the .
apartheid policy to be migrant workers
whose permanent homes are in the Trans-
.kei or Ciskei óhomeland. ' Africans who
are ólegallyô in the Cape area are supp-
osed to live in one of the three black
townships - Langa, Nyanga and Guguletu
- where most of the accommodation is, in
single men's hostels. The official policy
regarding the African squatters is not to
find alternative homes for them but to
send them back to their ôhomelands. ô

The conditions that give rise to the
large numbers of squatters are intimately
related to government policy and it will
only be possible to outline some of these
here. The most obvious one in the case
of the coloured squatters is the acute
housing shortage. At the end of 1975
there was a shortage of 38, 000 houses A
for coloured people in Cape Town district.
Existing housing is already overcrowded:
in the coloured housing estates there are
about one and a half times as many people
as the estates were meant to house.

In the case of Africans the mechanisms
of migratory labour policy only allow for
certain people to settle in ówhite areas, '
notably male contact labourers recruited
in the ôhomelands. ó These men are not
permitted to bring their families with
them and so the only way they can live
together as families is to squat. Hence
the high proportion of óillegal squatters. '
Basic economic forces drive African men
to the urban areas, there are simply no
jobs in the rural parts and the limited
number that do exist are extremely badly
paid. In addition the poor health standards
in the rural areas resulting from overall
poverty forces many people to 'in-mig-
rateó to the urban sector where the chan-
ces of children surviving to adulthood
are much higher.

In 1976 the government passed the óPre-
vention of Illegal Squatting Amendment
Actó which aims to clear the entire Cape
Town area of sauatters by forcing the
coloureds to the housing estates (which
are insufficient anyway) a_nd removing
the Africans to the misery of the home-
lands. Already in 1977 major demolitions
have been executed. Squatter camps at
Modderdam, Werkgenoot and Unibell A
have been bulldozed to the ground and
thousands of people been 1óGóldúIó6d home-
less. There is no mention in the Act of

continued on page 5














