ABERDEEN libertarian group. Contact
c/o 163 King St, Aberdeen.

——

ABERYSTWYTH. Mike Sheehan 2 South

St, Aberystwyth, e

BE LFAST Anarchist Collectlve, c/ 0
Just Books, 7 Winetavern St, Belfast.

BIR MINGHA M. Meet Sundays, 8. 30pm at
the Fox & Grapes, Freeman St, B'ham
or Ring Joanna 440 5132

also Anarcha Feminist Group

BRISTOL CITY. 4 British Road, Bristol
BS3 3IBW .

BRISTOL Students. Libertarian Society,
Students Union, Queen's Road, Bristol 8

CAMBRIDGE. Raphael Salkie, Queen's
College, Cambridge.

CANTERBURY. Alternative Research
Group. Contact Wally Barnes, Eliot

College, University of Kent, Canterbury.

CARDIFF. Write c/o 108 Bookshop,

Salisbury Road, Cardiff.
CHE LTENHAM Anarchists see street-

sellers, 11, 00-1, 30 Saturday mornings at

COVENTRY: John England, Students

Union, University of Warwick, Coventry.

DERBY: Collaborators welcome, contact
Andrew Huckerby, 49 Wetleigh Ave, Derby
DE 3 3 BY, tel 368678. No connection wih

some of the grafitti appearing in the c1ty
centre.

EAST ANGLIAN Libertarians. Martyn
Everett, 11 Gibson Gardens, Saffron

‘Walden, Essex. £ Lo
EDINBURGH Anarchists meet at 8 p. m.

on Monday at First of May Bookshop,
‘Middrie St.

EXETER Anarchist Society, Univ. of
Exeter, Devonshire House, Stocker Rd,
. Exeter.

GLASGOW Anarchist Group. Initially,
weekly meetings. For further informat-
ion contact John Cooper, 34 Raithburn

Avenue, Castlemilk, Glasgow G45.
GREENWICH & BEXLEY, Any trade

unionists interested in forming a syndic--

alist group please contact John Ryan,
47 Binsey Walk, SE2 9 TU. b Bl

HASTINGS Anarchist Group. Solstlce,
127 Bohemia Rd, St. Leonards-on-Sea,
Sussex. Tel: 0424 4295317,

HIGH BENTHAM. Ask at the Dragonfly
on Saturdays.

HUDDERSFIE LD, Meetings every two

weeks., For details phone 0484-38156
(Polytechnic Studentg’ Union).

_HULL Libertarian Collective. Pete
Jordan, 70 Perth St, Hull, East Yorks.

' stper. Mare, Som,

"IEAMINGTON & WARWICK. c/o 42

Bath St, Leamington Spa.

- LEEDS. 29 Blenheim Terrace, Leeds 2

YETCESTER. Anarchist group. Lyn
Hurst, 41 Briarfield Drive, Leicester.
Tel: 0533-21250 (days). 0533-414060

(nights). Bookshop. Blackthorn, 76
Highcross St, Leicester. Tel: 0533~

21896, Libertarian Education. 6 Beac-
_onsfield Rd, lLeicester. Tel: 0533-

552085.

L ONDON

Anarchy Collective, 37a Grosvenor Av,
Tel: 359-4794, Before 7 pm.,

Freedom Collective, 84b Whitechapel

High St, E1, Tel: 247-9249

‘Hackney Anarchists, Dave, 249-7042
Kingston Anarchists, 13 Denmark Rd,
Kingston upon Thames, Tel: 549-2564.
London Workers' Group, Box W,,

182 Upper St. N1,.Tel: 249- 7042

Love V. Power, Box 779, Peace News
(London office? 5 Caledonian Rd).

West London Anarchists, 7 Pennard
Rd, W12,

MALVERN & WORCESTER area, Jock
Spence, Birchwood Hall, Storridge,

Malvern, Worcs.
mNCﬁES'TER. c/o Grass Roots, 109

Oxford Rd, Manchester MI.

‘MID-SUSSEX Anarchists. Contact
Resources Centre, North Road, Brighton

"NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. Black Jake,

c/o 115 Westgate Road, Newcastle NE1

4AG

—O'-T’TTNGHKM c7o Mushroom 10
Heathcote St (Tel: 582506) or 15 Scoth-

olme Av, Hyson Green (Tel; 708302),
OLDHAM. Anyone interested in forming
anarchist group in Oldham area, contact
Nigel Broadbent, 31 Cooke St, Fails-
worth, Manchester. (Activities to be
decided on formation).

‘OXFORD. Danny Simpson, Room
Turl St, 0xfor(¥ g
PORTSMOUTH. Caroline Cahm, 25 -
Albany Road, Southsea, Hants.

READING U 1versity anarchists c/o

Students Union, Univ. of Readmg, White-

knights Re‘adingz Berks.

SALFORD;MOVE M NT FOR ANARCHY

Experimental Group 2. Contact SNOWY
at 22 George Henry St, Salford 5.

e

SHEFFIE LD. Contact Sheffield Libert-
arian Society, PO Box 168, Sheffield Sl11
8SE. Groups at above address are:
Sheffield Autonomous Anarchists, Black
Cross Group, IWW, Syndicate of Initiat-

jve. John Creaghe Memorial Society.
MIiam s, 24 Derlwyn,
PDunvant, Swansea.

@ﬁxMEé VALLEY. Adele Dawson,

Maymeade, 6 Congress Rd, Maidenhead

(Tel: 062 2974). s
N-SUPER-MARE. Martyn Red-

man, Flat 5, 23 Milton Rd Weston-

& . Comrades in Swindon wish

i_to start anarchist group (as well as

existing Community Arts Group). Get
in touch with Mike, Groundswell Farm,
Upper Stratton. Swindon. Wilts.
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FEDERATIONS
KENT
Ramsgate: Peter Ford, 22 Royal Rd

Sevenoaks: Jim Endesby, 70 Bradbourn
Rd.

NORTH WEST ANARCHIST
FEDERATION

 ¢/o Grass Roots, 109 ‘Oxford Rd,

Manchester Ml.

Groups are:

Burnley Anarchist Group, 5 Hollin Hill,

Burnley, Lancs.

Lancaster Anarchist Group, 41 Main Rq,

Galgate, Lancaster.

Manchester Anarchist Group, c¢/o

Grass Roots

Manchester Anarchist Organisation,

c/o Jill or Jack, 21 Holmfirth St, Man-

chester MI3.

Manchester Syndicalist Workers' Fed-
eration, ¢/o Grass Roots.

Newsletter & quarterly meetings, Con-
tacts in other areas.
MIDLANDS FEDERATION: Groups in the
Federation include Birmingham, Corby,
Coventry, Derby, Leamington/Warwick,
Leicester, Nottingham, Sheffield.

 NORTH EASTERN ANARCHIST
. FEDERATION

Secretariat:- C/o Black Jake, 115
Westgate Rd, Newcastle upon 'IVne,
NE1 4AG.

SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION
Contact: Nina Woedcock, 74 Arklay St

- (Top R.), Dundee. Tel° Dundee 814541

.....

"SOL]DARITY° 4 libertarian communist
organisation which publishes the journal.
SOLIDARITY For Social Revolution

Tocal Contacts: Aberdeen, c¢/o 167 King
St, Aberdeen. Dundee: ¢/o N. Woodcock
74 Arklay st, Dundee. Manchester: €/o
109 Oxford Rd, Manchester M1, Oxfrd:

c/o 34 Cowley St, Oxford. -Londort ¢/o0
123 ‘Lathom Rd, London E6., and members
in many other towns.

ANARCHIST COMMUNIST ASSOCIATION
(Organisation of class struggle anarchists
who produce their own paper, Bread and
Roses). Loc#l contacts: London: Box 2,

136 Kingsland High St, London E2,
Birmingham: Bob Prew, 13 Trinity Ct,
Trinity Rd, Aston, BG., Burnley: Jim Petty,
5 Hollin Hill, Glasgow: Dave Curruthers,
53 Ormonde Av, G4

Desires
PRISONERS ACTION GROUPF
John Nightingale P.0O. Box 82,
London E2.
Comrades in the North and West London
area who would like to meet an arf ~chist
who is feeling rather isolated please con-

tact Bob Mander, '"Viva Zapata'', High Line
Mooring, Rowdell Road, Northolt.

Any gay person in trouble with the law
because of their homosexuality and who
needs practical and personal support,
or who wishes to join East London Gay
Liberation Front and fight anti-gay dis-
crimination in the area write to:-
ELGLF

c/o QMC Gay Liberation Somety,
Students' Union, Queen Mary College,
Mile End Road, London E1 4NS: -

anarchistegfortnightly
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AFTER

THE
DEATH

PENALTY

OFTEN there is a lofty scorn in libertar -
ian circles for 'reformist' measures and
last week's decisive rejection by Parlia-
ment of a motion to assist the re-introd-
uction of the death penalty may be thought
to be one such, both in regard to its lim-
ited nature, and its origin. However,
although 'the best' (anarchism) is the
enemy of the 'good' (social reform) one
feels that there has been some little pro-
gress in humanitarian thinking on the
subject of the death penalty.

There may be those of an anti-parlia-
mentarian and populist turn of mind who
feel that this is not the true source of
wisdom on p2nal and criminal matters,
but that a decision should be left to 'the
people’; this could only mean a referen-
dum, It would be elitism to say that the
majority is always wrong, but given the
emotional head of steam generated by the
popular press and its sensationalised
treatment of crimes in general (and cer-
tain types of murder in particular) one
hesitates to concur that, on this topic,
as on many others, wisdom will be arr- -
ived at by voting.

One feels that this particular debate
and its outcome was a triumph for reason
rather than for democracy. In any case,
it would not have been held but for the
lobbying by the Police Federation, partic-

‘ularly-through the offices of Eldon Griff-

“
> -
Y -
>

\\:\.: s
B e

R
i it

A3
\ IS |
M

/s
o
\\

v,

- iths, their former (and possibly future)

parliamentary spokesman. The ultimate
aim of the Federation is to re-introduce
the death penalty for the murder of pol-
ice and prison officers.

The touching belief in the effectiveness
of capital punishment as a deterrent was
not even upheld by Eldon Griffiths in his
speech so that the motives of the advocat-
es of the death penalty stand revealed as
vengeance or punishment. In the minds
of many, the eight o'clock walk is the
sacrificial ritual of a scapegoat hanged
for the sins and failures of all of us.
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from the United States and Europe - could
just as easily strike terror into the hypo-
thetical assassin before s/he commits

the premiditated crime as any guilty
killer ....

However, all that is over now till, one
pro-hanger observed, an even more terr-
ible crime comes along - with a whipped-

. up plea for the gallows again. Regardless
of the fact that so rational and balanced
is human nature, normally, that to do
such terrible deeds as occasionally burst
forth is proof of insanity in itself and as
such, should be the object of pity and re-

Sir Ernest Gowers, chairman of the Royal search rather than exter mination.

Commission on Capital Punishment,
points our that the gallows was primarily
chosen "not as a good way of killing ...
but as an excellent device for enhancing
the deterrent effect of the death penalty
by exposing his body to the public gaze
in the most ignominious and abject of
postures', With pickpockets at hangings,
a hangman tried for murder, a Minister
of Justice conspirator to murder, the
deterrent argument loses its force. In
any case, taken as the leading motive in
executions, it holds no comfort for the
innocent for if deterrence is the aim, as
a character in Dickens said, ''Better
hang wrong fellow than no fellow'. The
executed and innocent Evans, Hanratty
and Bentley - plus scores of examples

Aldous Huxley in his Ends and Means
quotes Marrett, the social anthropologist,
as aying 'Real progress is progress in
charity, all other advances being second-
ary thereto" (by ‘charity' Dr. Marrett is
reverting to the old meaning of 'caritas’

- love and truth, not the formalised hand-
out we think of nowadays). The parliam-
entary vote, minimal though it was, is

a faltering step in progress.

As amarchists we must push on from
the abolition of the gallows (or.chair or
knife or any other method of death-giving,
no matter how 'humane') to the abolition
of the prison - no matter how progressive.

JACK ROBINSON
























