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New South Wales
Black Ram, P.O. Box 238, DARLING-
_HURST, NSW 2010 -
Disintegratorl P.O, Box 291, BONDI
JUNCTION, Sydney
Sydney Anarcho-Syndicalists, Jura
Books Collective, 417 King Street,
NEWTOWN, NSW 2042
Sydney Libertarians, P,O;. Box 24,
DARLINGHURST, NSW 2010
Queensland
Libertarian Socialist Organisation, PO
Box 268, Mount Gravatt, Central 4122
Self-Manage ment Organisation, P O
Box 332, North Quay
Victoria
La Trobe Libertarian Socialists, c/o
SRC, La Trobe University, BUNDOO-
RA, Vic. 3083
Monash Anarchist Society, c/o Monash
University, Clayton, 3168 Melbourne
Libertarian Workers for a Self-Man-
aged Society, PO Box 20, Parkville,
3052
South Australia
Adelaide Anarchists, (PO Box 67,
North Adelaide 5006
Western Australia__
F?e"""edom" ColT_ec't"_ive, P o Box 14,
Mount Hawthorn 6018

Tasmania
c/o-34 Kennedy Street, Launceston,
7250

NEW ZEA LAND

P. O. Box 204,2, Auckland
P. O. Box 22 -F07 Christchurch
Daybreak Bookshop, PO Box 5424,
Dunedin
CA NA DA

Open Road, Box 6135, Station G,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

g. s. A.
Arizona
Malicious Hooligans (anti-nuclear group)
1110 W. 2nd st., Tempe, AZ 85281
California
Autonomia (formerly Free Socialist)
P O Box 1751, San Francisco CA 941.01
Libertarian Anarchist Coffeehouse,
last Sunday every month 7 pm at Cafe
Comm ns, 3161 Mission St., S.F.
Minnesota
Soil of Liberty, Box "056 Powderhorn
Station, Minneapolis, Minn. 55407
Missouri
Columbia Anarchist League, PO Box
380, Columbia, Missouri 65201

_ , . 1

New York
Libertarian Book Club, Box 842, GPO
NEW YORK, NY 10012
SRAF Frees ce Alternative U 339 La-/ in ' .
fayette St. , New York City, NY 1.0012
Texas
 9

Houston SRAF, South Post Oak St-.tion,
P O Box 35253, Houston, TX 77035

CO  
WESTERN EUROPE

Federal Republic of Germany
Baden: Karin Bauer, Infd-Buro, Post-
fach 161., Schwa'bisch Hall.
Anarkisýsches Bund, publ. of 'anarkis-
tiche texte' c/o Gebr. Schmueck,c/o
Libertad Verlag, Postfach 143,
1000 Berlin 44
Libertares Forum, Postfach 100755,
1000 BERLIN 36
East Westfalia; Anarchistische F6dera-
tion Osýesýalen-Lippe, Wolfgang Fabish
Fabisch, c/o Wohnge meinschaft Schwar
Schwarzwurzel, Wtihrener Str. 138,
4970 Bad Oeynhausen 2
Hambur Initiative Freie Arbeiter Uni
on (anarcho-syndicalists: FAU, Rep-
soldstr. 49, Hochpatare links,
2000 Hamburg 1
'Gewaltfreie Aktion' groups rhroughout
FRG, associated with WRI. For info.
write Karl-Heinz Sang, Methfesselstr.
69, 2000 Hamburg 19
France
Federation anarchiste francaise, 3 rue
Ternaux, 7501.1 Paris. (Groups
throughout France).
Ita ly
Rome: Gruppo Hem Day, c/o Giovanni
Trapani, via A. Tittoni 5, 00153 Roma
The Netherlands
De Vrije Socialist, Postbus 411,
Utrecht
SCA NDINA VIA

Denmark
Regnbuen Anarkist Bogcafe, Meijlgade
48, 8000 Aarhus
A narkist-Syndicalist Bogcafe, Studie -
strade 18, 1455 Copenhagen
Rainbow Anarchists of the Free City of
Christiana, c/o Allan Anarchos, Ting-
huset, Fristaden Christiania, 1407 K
Copenhagen
Sweden
Frihetligt Forum, Landsvagsgatan 1.9,
41304 Gtiteborg
Frihetligt Forum and
Revolutiona'ra Anarchisters Organisa-
tion - both at Box 110 75, 10061
Stockholm 11.ô

Accomodation Lady requires furn-
islied room In Leyton, Leytonstone,
Walthamstow or Wanstead. Box C c/o
1ó-"*%--2131:-;f_oo1~ý. . , ___
South-east London. Vegetarian anarch-
ist wants to establish group and organ-
ize accommodation with others.
P. Stone c/o FREEDOM.
Would any anafchists in North London
who would like to form a group contact
Alan via FREEDOM
Anyone in Wandsworth? Ättersea7Clap-
ham interested in forming anarchist
group contact D. Elder, 28 Swanage
Road Wandsworth SW18.
I-'Ä'n_aTr"'c'ý1'ÄtÄ7óIiýrtar'iÄnS in Busóý'ey7
Watford area who would like to make
contact 8.: perhaps group please get in-
to touch with Roger Little, 23 Lambert
Court, Bushey Grove Road, Bushey. .

 _ Qhlmnii

The Polytechnic of North London Anarch-
ist Society are running a series of speak-
ers and films over the next 6 months.
All events will be taking place at the PNL,
Kentish 'Ibwn building in Prince of Wales
Rd, Kentish Town NW5. For details ring
607-2789 and ask for Jon Simcock c/o
Kentish Town Students Union office.
 

Sunday _2__l_3Ä-cember Animal activists and
ve'getarians_Äre organising a
p?-7012681; against Factory Farming and
Animal Exploitation for the opening of
the Royal Smithfield Show. Meet Speakers
Corner, Hyde Park at 9. 30 am. and
march _t_o_Ä2_1_1_óÃ Court.
Tuesday 4 December STRIKE TACTICS:
Going on strike involves a lot more than
just walking out of the gate. Discussion
organised by London Workers Group at
Metropolitan Tavern, 95 Farringdon Rd
(Farringdon tube).
Weekend of 7/8/9 December Anarchist
feminist conference. See inside pages
Ä9.1.I__@ó-**.1HÄ;.____._._.__._____________._._._
Sunday, 9 December Campaign for
Solidarity with the Soviet Working Class.
Campaign meeting to discuss initiation
of actions aimed at publicising the strugg-
le of Soviet workers against the bureau-
cracy. All interested people are invited
to attend. 7 p. m. 21 Delany House,
Thames St, Gree_nw_i_Ä_h_,_ London SE10.
Il\TTEñ>?NA TIONA L CONFERENCE on
Consensus, Dissidence and Repression,
Paris, January 1980 . What are the
different mechanisms which allow the
State to control the population, with or
without its consent What is consensus
Discussion of dissidence and the óanarch-
ist revolutionary project'. Repression as
violent and open form of State domination.
More precise details will be arriving
later. All correspondence to: P. Blachier,
B. P. 14, 92360 Meudon-la-Foret, France
or to Interrogations, via G. Reni 96/6,
10136 Torino (Turin), Italy. Conference
organised by Les Raisons de la Colere ,
Nada (Barcelona), and Interrogations .
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óFirst International Symposium on WE LL wen wen The sstor k - - '. , g . y has as convincingly exposed during the ABC
Anarchlsm ' To be held at Portlandô they say, everything. Spies, corruption case (see FREEDOMs, 1978). AccordinglyOregon (USA) between 18 -.- 24 February . h la _ ._ . .
1930- For details contact: Hnarciiism ::1lai5ful)d:r?gserrcÄly:l1?i1,grl:Eslóih þT:%Iues'f Pc?d?n$i.g121Ie1Et21tEiú:fFol*rrf1l??t ha'IYlfearecord
symposium Committeeô Box 134 Portlandô iness, so I'll refrain from saying ótold of the Labour party in office. is, on thisOregon, Lewis and Clark College, ,
_9_7_279 USA. __ ______

We're all living on BORROWED TIME
Borrowed Time will 55 a monthly wall
newspaper suitable for notice boards,
shop windows or fly-posting. Among the 1
themes that will be featured in succesive.

you soó too gloatingly. But it is nice to matter, unedifying. No, no, don't bring
have one ós paranoid ramblings more up any red herrings (sorry, no pun intend-
than adequately confirmed. No doubt the ed, really), their record on other matters
national press will shred every column is not relevant here. It would seem that
inch possible from the affair. However, the opinions of messrs. Callaghan, Foot
the important thing is not these antics, and Rees on the definition of 'open' gov-
but the reaction of the security establish- ernment differ from the conventional
ment to more ordinary citizens. interpretation. For those who like dramas

issues wiii be direct action, nucie 31- power Section 2 of the Official Secrets Act is about an underdog struggling along gamely,
state órepression, prisons, education, hous- now widely described by the media as there was the story of Clement Freud's
ing work and sexual politics.

If you would like to help with the prep-
aration or distribution of B. T. please
write to; Borrowed__Time, Box A,
Grapevine Bookshop;-41 Fitzroy Street,
Cambridge. " .

ódiscreditedô. It would be possible to private members bill. And very well it
think of other descriptions, but let's keep did. It didn't actually get passed or in-
the language temperate for now. Just fluence anybody or anything like that, but
take it as read that I subsume the entire never mind, the thought was there.
Act under whatever label you choose to But! We now have a new government.
apply. The workings of the (BA were Now stop it, I know that it's possible to
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produce an analysis to show that it's the
same government (Whoever you vote for
. . . .) but just put this airy fairy intellect-
ual nonsense to one side. These are
serious matters. As Iwas saying, we
have a new government. With a commit-
ment to reform . . . . look, shut up will
you! I know that the Labour party took
office with the same commitment. But
this government is described as 'radical'.

Accordingly, we now have the proposals
to replace Section 2 of the (BA with a new
Protection of Information Act. Liberal
opinion is asking wny we can't have a
Freedom of Information bill as in USA
or Sweden. You can put away those
sneers. Canada is just passing one. But
apparently such a move would be inapp-
ropriate here. It's no good getting at me,
I didn't make the decision, I don't know
why. Yes, yes, it's easy to speculate,
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but let's keep to thefacts and give: the
new proposals-a chance, eh? Let's have ' '2 1 3
a look at them.

Liberalisations are promised. Cabinet
papers will no longer be automatically
classified as secret, unless of course
they come under individually specified
categories like defence or security. You
can't ask fairer than that. National sec-
urity, you understand. Prosecutions in
the defence and international category
will take place only if a minister has
certified that the national interest clause
is involved.

However, there are a couple of points
I'm a bit worried about. It seems that any
óresponsible authorityô can decide that a
particular piece of information is sensit-
ive. Then, when the minister has issued
a certificate to say that its disclosure is
"likely to cause serious injury to the int-
erests of the nation or endanger the
safety of a citizen", a prosecution can
follow. This applies even if the informat-
ion had already been disclosed elsewhere,
and not classified. However, we are
assured that there would be no prosecut-
ion if it had been óofficially availableô,
that is if the Government had told us
themselves. That's encouraging anyway.
Oh, except this proviso does not apply to
the disclosure of information about de-
fence, international relations, security
and intelligence and wire tapping, tele-
phone tapping and the interception of mail
There's a smcial paragraph in the bill
about things like tapping. It is to become
an offence to mention it at all.

Incidentally, scurrilous comment on
the actions of the police could also be
covered. The phrase is "activities in
support of the security services". That
could certainly include the Special Branch,
ATS and SPG. There's an interesting
entry on the Special Branch in the nice
glossy brochure published by the British
Tourit Authority to mark 150 years of
the Metropolitan Police. (The front says
'Authorised Commemorative Editionó in  
large reassuring letters, so it should be
allright to mention it).

óSpecial Branch provides support and
monitors intelligence from both domestic
and foreign sources to help track down
terrorists and any other individuals who
threaten the security of the country".

Well, the Bill has been going through
the Lords. Lord Hailsham, the Lord
Chancellor, introduced it as a code that
would be "more liberal, more intelligent
and even more capable of enforcement".
You can't argue with that, can you?
Especially the last bit. We can only hope
that Anthony Blunt's old indiscretions
don't interfere with such good intentions.

Personally I find the whole Blunt affair
hilarious. We couldn't ask for a better
illustration of what ójusticeô means.
However, I don't suppose that anybody
who has been done under the Official
Secrets Act in the last 20 years shares
the amuse ment. This would not mean
spiesó. The Act is not there to deal with
them. It is to intimidate civil servants
and journalists. This is a reflection of
all law. It protects those at the top,
it's totally ineffective against professional
criminals, but it does discourage minor
clerks who might get ideas. t

D. P. ð

6?/74'/0!
Our host , a missionary who had

seen two generations of Basotho men
drawn from these mountains into the
mines, smnmed up his impressions :
"If the men don't kill the women in this
struggle for identity, this society could
become very matriarchal. Or it could
just disintegrate. More and more
common will be men like the village
lawyer, Ntate Jafeta - an alcoholic, the
baby brother of a weak chieftainess's
dead husband, a manò screaming about
his loss of face and his manhood,
desperately buying sheep and goats to
maintain a herd, torn between urban A
politics and his rural home politics.
More and more common will be the
young women, who make joala (maize
beer) for the men to drink themselves
into oblivion, standing back with
dignity as these wife beaters crawl on
the ground carrying their almighty
sticks. The society is in decay, the
land is at a crisis, and South Africa
will take no more miners."
When the Iranian revolution caused oil

to be cut off from South Africa, prices
went up, the government ordered new
plans and restrictions, and white
society took one step more into the
laager. In Lesotho, the rural taxi fares
went up 20% Overnight. Nearly a
quarter of the village women gardeners
were isolated from their market.
When the Mozambique revolution

caused riots and demonstrations
throughout the mines, a secret
government report urged an end to
migrancy, improved conditions and a
wage rise calculated to attract South
African blacks. Since 1970, Black
unemployment has been rtmning at 22%.
In Lesotho, where every household is
dependent upon remittances from the
mines, recruitment went down 15%
between 1976 and 1977, and during the
first eight months of 1978 was a
further 17% below figures for the same
period in 1977.

A local agriculturalist
sketched out the nature of the crisis :
"For eighty years Lesotho has been a
ócheap labouró homeland. During that
time, the population has been
increasing at a rate of between 1. 5 and
2.2 per cent per year. By 1935 there
was not enough land to support all the
people. In those years, after a series
of droughts, the country became an -
importer of food for the first time in
its history. The only alternative came
to be work on the mines. Today, about
50% of the men between the ages of 15
and 60 are out of the country at any one
time. So the villages are left to the
women and children. The children herd
theó cattle and goats while the women
till the fields. These fields may seem
beautiful under these cliffs and a hot
blue sky, but look closer. For years,
over-grazing of the upper slopes has
caused deep dongas (gullies) to form
across the fields - a vicious natural

drainage system. With no dispersed
water nourishment, the fields bake
hard and the top soil is blown away in
great sand storms. "

Life in the mines has completely
ruined social life in the villages. The
men must leave early in life to support
their families. They leave uneducated,
barely literate. The women continue in
school. The men return brutalised and
take wives óby captureô. Soon they
leave their brides pregnant at home
with their families. When they next
return, they see the young women more
"self-sufficient. There are village
schools, a few co-operatives, fields
are planted and harvested - the new
family survives without the man. He is
no more than a wage sent by letter. He
beats her, accuses her of going with
other men, throws her ou with nothing but
but a blanket. She returns to her
parentsô viilagei
Reports circulating in Lesotho are

alarming. If the unemployment trend
continues, they see no alternative to
famine by the end of the next decade.
Last winter, one 'rich' village in the
Prime Minister's district recorded a
burial a week. Children were
savaged by starving dogs. Women and
children retreat to their huts at dusk
and men venture out only if armed with
sticks the size of axe handles. At the
hospitals óabandonedô children turn up
weekly. The infant mortality rate is
running close to 200 per thousand.
One western village development

worker put it another way : "Yesterday
I was talking with the women who will
be teaching at the village primary
school from June. We were talking
about the valley and I said, óThe people
here are himgry now, wait and see how
bad it will be in ten years." She said
óWhat can be done ? What can the
farmers do ? What can a teacher do ?'
It wasn't panic or desperation, but
enthuisiasm - here is a problem, I am
the teacher, you are the expert - let's
work something out. Now my challege
has been set. What tools to leave so
that she might work within her
community to help stop what is going on
- knowing that the problem is bigger
than her, the valley and Lesotho.
Sanctions, say some local officials,

would help. At least the disintegration
before change would be of slightly
shorter duration. As things stand now,
with the South African economy
shuffling into, the laager, things will get
much worse anyway. They will get
worse for the South African captives,
Botswana, Swaziland, Namibia,
Zimbabwe and Lesotho. But for Lesotho,
so totally dependent upon South Africa,
the descent from marginality will be a
most acute reflection of the contortions
within the laager.

KHAN MURPHY
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IN the light of the 'Persons Unknownó
trial both FREEDOM and the New States- the Inns of Court, for a few days later on
man have recently re minded Eó-':a'dúrs of
the background to that óofficial incompet-
ent' Michael Worsley. It is by now surely
time that we also refresh readersô mem-
ories about that rival in official incompet-
ence, judge Alan King-Hamilton.

The best summary of his career so far
unearthed for us comes from a 1977
issue of Private Eye, under the title
'Hamilton UiaElical'. The aim of the
article was to demonstrate that King-
Hamilton has "the most powerful claim"
of any judge in this country for removal
from the bench (though as a matter of
fact he is now due to retire at the end of
this trial) and it tells how he was obliged
to offer his resignation in 1979.. We bel-
ieve this article is worth reprinting
because of the light it throws on the
succession of discretions committed by
this judge in the course of his career and
the quashings of convictions and official
reprimands and corrections that have '
had to be made as a result of his irres-
pnsible performance. I

One case not referred to by the article
is that of Peter Hain, who was acquitted
of a bank robbery charge in 1976,
despite the fact that judge King-Hamilton
summed up for a conviction. According
to JAIL, in its new report on the identif-
ication laws, "It seems that Hain won his
case because to a large extent it was
fought out in the public sphere and not in
the more private arena of most criminal
cases . . . " But it also seems that the
judge's summing up was itself so incom-
petent that the jury felt they need lose
little time in going against his advice.

Here is what the Eye has to say:
"King-Hamilton presided over the

recent Gay News blasphemy case. Opin-
ion is divided between those who think
he was given the case in order to ensure
a conviction against the newspaper - and
those who think he was given it because
any conviction in King-Hamilton's court
on a sex case stands an excellent chance
of being overruled on appeal.

Supporters of the second view point
to the judge's inability to refrain fr om
expressing irrelevant, reactionary views
during his cases. In particular, he is
inclined to hark back to the grand old
days of flogging. In October 1965, he
told a young man: "It is conduct such as
yours that sometimes causes judges to
regret they no longer have the power to
order corporal punishment". Ten years
later (February 1975) he was still at it:

"A great many people" he informed
Graham Foster, who had stolen a car
"would not appear in the dock if they had
corporal punishment when they were
younger. It's a great pity the courts no
longer have the power to order corporal
punishment . The best form of psychiat-
ric treatment is administered not to the
head but to the backside".

This seems to have upset someone in

the 11th February, the Daily Telegraph
carried the following remarkable dis-
claimer:

"Contrary to a report of February 5,
Judge King-Hamilton, an Old Bailey
judge, asks us to state that he is not and
never has been in favour of flogging. Any
misunderstanding is regretted".

A more serious outburst from King-
Hamilton earned the early release of a
man who had been convicted of robbery.
In February 1970 King-Hamilton stopped
the case of Michael Barnes to tell his law-
yer that he should be pleading guilty.
"I take a very serious view of hopeless
cases being decided at public expense",
he said. This unusual interpretation of a
judge's right to decide a case before (the)
defence case is heard earned King-Hamil-
ton a sharp rebuke in the Court of Appeal.
Quashing the conviction, Lord Parker, the
Lord Chief Justice said, "The judge's
outburst was wholly improper".

The case underlined another interesting
characteristic of King-Hamilton: his
ability to contradict himself totally in
successive sentences. In his 1970'out-
burst' he said:

"It does not add anyting to a sentence
because a man pleads not guilty. I could
have taken something off and given him
credit for saving public time and money".

Or, to put it another way, it does add
to a sentence if a man pleads not'g11_ilty.
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In like style, King-Hamilton told the
blasphemy trial this month:

"Although I sometimes read poetry
and, as a rule, like what I read. I do not
profess to be a judge of it and therefore
would not presume to express an opinion
asto whether this particilar poem is a <
good one, a bad one or an indifferent one.

|

t

But I have no doubt whatever that this
poem is quite appalling".

In November 1972 King-Hamilton pre-
sided over an obscenity case brought by
the Crown against two magazines called
I_n_PÄ_Äh and New Directipn; The case ..
was peppered with re marks from the
judge which indicated his horror of the
publications, but the jury a.cq1-lifted the
publishers on all counts.

However, the judge then awarded cos.ts
against the publishers which amounted to
Ã5000. "Those who publish this sort of
material know the risks they are running",
he said.

Three months later, he was sitting
again in an obscenity case, this time
against the comic Nasty Tales. Once
again, N_a_s_ty Tales was acquitted. 'Ió_h_e'-5
Sunday Times commented:

óW.an may have influenced the jury
was the judge's own views". But again
King-Hamilton forced the comic's pub-
lishers to pay the costs of the case.
"Any company", he explained, "which
publishes for gain material of this kind
which, quite apart from sex and violence,
freely encourages drug-taking, can hardly
be surprised if it is prosecuted".

(During the Nasty Tales trial Defence
Counsel announced that he wished to call
Germaine Greer as a witness. "Oh God! "
was the judge's impatient reaction).

Irritation at juriesó acquittals of pris-
oners is a common feature of Mr. Justice
King-Hamilton. When Janie Jones was
acquitted of blackmail in 1974, Hamilton
sent her down for seven years for a relat-
ive ly minor prostitution offence. Into the
bargain King-Hamilton described Miss
Jones as "the most evil woman ever to
come before me".

This sort of. hostility towards prisoners
sometimes carries the judge over the
bounds of the law. In December 1973, two
men, Harold Heawood and Kenneth Rock,
were convicted and jailed on charges of
indecency with young boys.
Their convictions were quashed by the

Court of Appeal. Lord Justice Roskill
commented: "The judge's summing up
was extremely unsatisfactory and contain-
ed serious misdirections and non-direct-
ions" . . . . .

The Appeal Court (considering the Gity
News case) might remember, into the
bargain, that Mr. Justice King-Hamilton
is not always as scrupulous in observing
court rules as he likes others to be. In
1972, he allowed Felix Topolski into his
court to draw pictures of all and sundry
to assist the funds of the Reformed syn-
agogue, Upperè Berkeley Street, of which
he is chairman. When this fact was re-
vealed, King-Hamilton offered to resign
both from the bench and from the syna-
gogue. Unfortunately for both, his offer
was refused". v

There will be a report on the defence
cases of Vince Stevenson and Ronan
Bennett in the next issue.
þ 


















