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International

AUSTRALIA

FeW_Ä2sih_Fa1@S_
Black Ram, P0_Box 258,
DARLINGHUHST, NSW 2010.
Disintegrator! P0 Box 291,
Bondi Junction, Sydney.
Sydney Anarcho-Syndicalists,
Jura Books Collective, 417 King
St., Newtown, NSW 2042
Sydney Libertarians, P0 Box 24,
Barlinghurst, NSW 2010.

QBÄ2ÃÄlÄHQ
Libertarian Socialist Organisa-
tion, P0 Box 268, Mount Gravatt,
Central 4122.
Self-Management Organisation,
PO Box 552, North Quay.

Victoria
La TrobeôLibertarian Socialists,
C/O SRO, La Trobe University,
Bundoora, Vic. 5085.
Monash Anarchist Society, c/o
Monash University, Clayton,
5168 Melbourne. '
Libertarian Workers for a Self-
Managed Society, P0 Box 20,
Parkville 5052,
South Australia
Adelaide Anarchists, P0 Box 67,
North Adelaide 5006
þestegg Australig
Freedom Collective, P0 Box 14,
Mount Hawthorn 6018.
Tasmania
c7o 54 Kennedy Street,
Launceston 7250.

NEW ZEALAND

P0 Box 2042, Auckland.
P0 Box 22, 607 Christchurch.
Daybreak Bookshop, P0 Box 5424,
Dunedin.

CANADA

Open Road, Box 6155, Station G,
Vancouver, B.C.

U-I SI AUó

Ari O5 Q3Z .

Malicious Hooligans (anti-nuclear
group), 1110 w. 2nd St.,
Tampe, AZ 85281.'
California
Autonomia, P0 Box 1751,
San Francisco, CA 94101,
Libertarian Anarchist Coffee-
house,Ineets last Sunday every
month at Cafe Commons, 5161 Mis-
sion St., San Francisco.

\

Mgnnesgtg
Soil of Liberty, Box 7056,
Powderhorn Station, Minnea-
polis, Minn. 55407.

missssai
Columbia Anarchist League,

SP0 Box 580, Columbia,
Missouri 65201.

C0
New York
Libertarian Book Club, Box 842
GPO, New York, NY 10012.
SHAF/ Freespace Alternative U,
559 Lafayette Street,
New York City , NY 10012.

Texas
ý®ý®ion sane, South Post Oak
Station, P0_BoX 55255,
Houston, TX 770550

WESTERN EUROPE

Fgderal Hepup1lg_Qf Germany
Bgdgg: Karin Bauer, lnfd-Bhro,
Postfach 161, -
717 Schwabisch Hall.
Berlin: Anarkistisches Bund,
(publ. of 'anarkistische teXte')
c/o Gebr. Schmueck, c/o Liber-
tad Verlag, Postfach 155,
1000 Berlin 44. 1
Libertares Forum, Postfach
100755, 1000 Berlin 56.
East Westfalia: Anarchistische
Fdderation Ostwestfalen-Lippe:
Wolfgang Fabisch,c/o Wohnge-
meinschaft Schwarzwurzel,
Wdhrener Str. 156,
4970 Bad Oeynhausen 2.
Hgmbgggz Initiative Freie Ar-
beiter Union (anarcho-syndical-
ists): FAU, Repsoldstrasse 49,
Hochpaterre links,
2000.Hamburg 1.
'Gewa1tfreie Aktion' groups
throughout FRG, associated with
WRI. For info. write Karl-Heinz
Sang, Methfesselstrasse 69,
2000 Hamburg 19.

EZQQPQ A
Federation anarchists francaise,
5 rue Ternaux, 75011 Paris
(groups throughout France).

lielr
Gruppo Hem Day, c/o Giovanni
iTrapani, via A. Tittoni 5,
00155 Roma.
The Nethgrlands
De Vrije Socialist, Postbus 411,
Utrecht.

SCANDINAVIA

Qenmark
Aarhus: Regnbuen Anarkist Bog-
cafe, Meijlgade 48,
8000 Aarhus. -
Qgpeghggggz Anarkist Syndicalist
Bogcafe, Sudiestrade 18,
1455 Copenhagen. A
Rainbow Anarchists of the Free
City of Christiana, c/o Allan
Anarchos, Tinghuset, Fristaden
Christiana, 1407K Copenhagen.
Sweden
Cothenburgi Frihetligt Forum,
Landsvagsgatan 19,
41504 Gdteborg.
Stocklholmi Frihetligt Forum,
and Revolutionara Anarchisters
Organisation.
Both at Box 11075, S-100 61
Stockholm.

ACTS -LONDON E.1

We are three people living together in
North London as a non-nuclear family,
and hoping to bring up children. We
share housework, income, responsi-
bility, love, space, possessions, _
ideals .' (Meat eaters, non- smokers.)
Are you interested in joining usó?
Jean, David and Richard. ("Phone
(01) 808 9826.
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P. Stone of S.E. London (Vegetarzian
Anarchists) leaving country on short
notice.

MIDLANDS ANA'.=_1-CHIS '1ó FEDERA -
TION CONFERE NCE 19 January 1980
In the Queen's Hall Comin37.i1ii'tÄr77C'entre
Nottingham, starting 11.00. Food
provided, bookstall, social at night (we
hope). Items ior agenda/workshop
suggestions. requests for directions
and further inforrnation from Notting-
ham Anarchists c/o Mushroom Books,
10 Heathcote St., Nottingham, or
tel. 582506 (day - messages only) or
53587 (evenings). Please notify us in
advance whether accommodation
needed Friday/S aturday, and if child-
care required. There will. be space
for a women's meeting; other suggest-
ions include óanarchists and the miti-
nuke movementô and óre-organisingô
the M.A.F.
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U S A -
First International Symposium on
Anarchism to be held on Lewis &Cla;rk
College campus February 18-24 1980.
There will be sc"56lÄl'y"pEp"®}ÄI 11""
ýlm series, óart exhibition, lectures,
plays, round-table discussions, press
conferences, etc., and exhibition of
international anarchist press in the
library. istendpublications, sugge-st-
ions for program (speakers, films,
plays, etc. which might be included)
to Anarchism Sumposiuzn Committee, 1
L.C. Box 134, Lewis &C1ark College,
Portland, Oregon 97219, U. S. A.
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gnt *1 ó>38 ,...nng special in financial
,_,. acb I" x \\ nean nothing more than a return

....-.ion-=1 Oó 'i\ó\Á.... greed and exploitation-and devil
ca e A óQ he S ler fiddling of the tax system is making

8ó. \OYe \\ C\\o\'Q u the poor porer even quicker than it w
-.~.i Pó \\ be 0ó! A Oñ Q under Labour, while her increased spending on

the " ñe \|~l\ mile 1. maments and speed-up of nuclear development is playing a
null eveþo ñ O5 vital part in bringing inflation to a higher rate than ever before,

no" ó doubl \,óO\]6 bgclitlllg bringing more misery to those affected by the welfare cuts
of ]l11'l8S--3.11 and many mor 0 do<\ôi5 ....e State making She is a walking disaster area-and for many the dissim-
up the rules as it goes along geiemiiing and puffing about sionment is all the greater because she is a woman The only
Law and Order for the rest of us consolation in which is that she demonstrates that it is the

At the begining of the decade Ted Heath promised to do power that is the corrupting influence, not her sex Not the
something about the óunacceptable face of capitalismó but by only lesson we can learn to help us face the Elghtl®þ.
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 Ä ýf®g was desparate not to lose her. So he wanted
g _ 3 by his ócontract to killó testimony (plus

WW w it A testimony similarly accumulated which he'd
" ' offered in two other cases) to show that he

? Ä f Ä ' was now a changed man. He admitted he was
® ð óparanoidô, quickly adding that he was ólike

90 per cent of the populationó. (A
' frightening example of the hazards of being

remanded in custody to await trial I )

Had John Bindon not stood trial in the
Old Bailey accused_5f murder,
manslaughter and making an affray, the
aspect presented by his two co-accused,
George Galbraith and Raymon Bohm,
would have been peculiar.

The prosecuatlon case was that there
had been two sides involved in the fight
in which John Darke died. Bindon's two
co-accused were, according to the
police, men who had fought against
Bindon on Darke's side. So without
Bindon the police case would have
seemed odd, because the only accused
persons would have been the dead man's
own friends. è

So Bindon was a prop that the
prosecution sorely needed. The
defendai ts were running what is known
as a ócut-throatô defence - that is,
where there is a fundamental conflict of
interest between accused persons.

Consequently the case was rather
weird, with one civilian prosecution
after another saying some things that
went in Bindon's favour and other things
that went against Galbraith and Bohm,
while counsel for the latter two men, in
cross examining, doing what they could
to discredit what had been said in
Bindon's favour.
Not that they could do this very

effectively on many points. It was
patently obvious that Bindon, unarmed,
had been unmercifully attacked after he
had intervened to reason with and
restrain Darke, who was atabbing Roy
Dennis, also unarmed. Strangely, no
motive emerged for Darke's attack on
Roy Dennis, save to say that it was
hinted, without further explanation, that
Darke had had a disagreement with
Dennis ós absent brother.
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"YOUó LL NEVER CREDIT THIS SAR GE
BUT HE'S BEEN MUGGED BYA NUN"

The prosecution sought to establish that
the fight took place in three distinct
stages:
Sta e one Darke attacks Dennis Bindon
inteervened, unarmed. H9 is Bmbbed in
the aide, from the rear arithjs thrown
across the clubroom.
Stage two.- Bindon lands on the floor,
face down. Darke kneels astride him
stabbing, cutting and taunting him with
a knife, while two of Darke's friends,
Galbraith and Bohm, armed with knives.
keep others at bay to prevent any 7
intervention on Bindon's behalf. At the
same time, Galbraith eggs Darke on.

Lenny Osbourne, (still missing)
managed to grasp the blade of Darke's
knife and Bindon, very badly injured,
manages to get to his feet. t
Stage three. Police say there was now
a clear Efeak in the fight, but Bindon

. got the knife he had tucked in his
boot and made a revenge attack on
Darke, stabbing him at least three
times.
Hence the murder charge.
Bindon did not dispute that, on

slag gering to his feet after Osbourne's
intervention, he had armed himself. He
also agreed that he had stabbed Darke
in the final stages of the fight. But he
denied that there had been a clear óstage
threeó break or that he had then made a
murderous revenge attack.
Even if Darke did withdraw slightly

within the small area of the club-room
(and some prosecution witnesses did not
say this) those that say he did ótestified that
he was returning to the attack. And all
the prosecution eye -witnesses testifi"®'d' that,
by this time, they were scurrying from the
club as fast as they could, terrified.

The prosecution case was clearly not made
out on the evidence of its own witnesses.
The logic of the prosecution case would

seem to be that Bindon, despite the sheer
violence and hatred with which Darke had
wounded and taunted him should, once on
his feet, have told himself óI'll let Darke
finish with me, I won't arm myself, but
will report this matter to the police
afterwards. ó
There wouldn't have been any afterwards

for Bindon. Even Darke's wife has been
quoted in the press to this effect.
As FREEDOM reported in an earlier issue
(14th July I979), there had been no
suggestion in the statements of witnesses
tendered to Bindon by the prosecution prior
to commitals that he - Bindon - had killed
Darke for a ócontractô fee. But that was the
surpriseallegatlon made at the commital
hearing. It was weakly regeated at the Old
Bailey.
It makes the police case against Bindon

seem all the more sinister and malevolent
that they called their very dubious evidence
in this connection when they did.
At committal and trial, the prosecution

called one William Murphy (who was

himself, in July, convicted of knifing a man
to death) to say that, whilst in Brixton on
remand, Bindon had told him during
numerous conversations how he (Bindon)
had been offered E10, 000 to kill Darke;
that Bindon had already received Ã5, 000
and tlat Bindon's women friend, Vicky
Hodge, would collect the rest.

Murphy further alleged that Lenny
Smithers, part-owner of the club where
the fight occurred, had put up half the
money, while John Twomey (at the time
of committal also remanded in Brixton, on
bank robbery charges) had put up the rest.
This Twomey had done because he had been

informed on by Darke for that very bank ,
robbery. Twomey, within days of Bindon's
committal provided a secret tape recording
to show that he had been fitted up on the bank
robbery charge and he was soon freed.
At the trial, Det. Supt. Michael Huins, a

senior officer in the case, surprisingly
admitted that Twomey had never been
interviewed about the ócontractô
allegations and further, that although
Smithers had been interviewed, bringing
charges against him in connection with the
ócontractô had not been considered.
At the committal stage, DS John Ross

(then a Flying Squad officer involved in the
Twomey bank raid case) testified that
Darke had informed on Twomey over the
bank raid and appeared to add credibility
to Murphy's allegation. That is, until
Twomeyós secret tape emerged. At the Old
Bailey DS Ross made a conspicuous non-
appearence. e

Not apparent from the media trial
coverage, was the fact that if this really
was a genuine ócontract to killó case why,
in his lengthy opening address, did the
prosecutor refer to this fundamental issue
only very briefly, and with obvious
embarrassment, at the very end of his
address There are some folk who think
that Det. Supt. Michael Muins, because he
superseded Victor Kellaher as head of the
Drug Squad, is straight, but oneè wondegs,
after a case like this, what if anything ery
precise, Huinôs óstraightnessó_can possibly
mean.

Mr Aubrey Myerson QC, defending
Bindon, was very impressive, especially
when cross -questioning Murphy.
Obviously a high point in the trial. Murphy
had had many órevealingô conversations
with Bindon, but never once asked questions,
prompted, or queried a single point.
Although Murphy said he testified because
he was against people being ópaidô to kill,
he never felt outraged enough to ever speak
his mind to Bindon. He never told the
police his motive for informing was because
he was against violence or people being paid
to kill. It emerged that having been a l
criminal all his life and being in prison this
time for murdering a male friend of his wife
because he had a paranoid fantasy that they
were having some sort of secret affair, he

'1

As usual, police óverbalô was very much
in evidence. One or two examples were
particularly memorable. Bindon, badly
injured, fled to Ireland immediately after
the fight. He had to get hospital treatment
and days later contacted the other senior
officer in the case, Police Supt. George
Mold (of Angry Brigade fame). Mold went

71/þ/ý/
on the night Of 31812 August, prism-1

officers, members of a hundred-strong
group that forms a London-based Prisonô
Department equivalent of the notorious Department enquiry. It is to be an internal

to Ireland where Bindon made an initial
statement, although greviously ill, and
agreed, when he was able, to return
voluntarily rather than be extradited. On
his return Bindon, still very ill, was met
off the boat by Moldós men and taken
directly to Fulham Police Station for
immediate interrogation by Mold in the
absence of his solicitor.

Mold, obviously sensitive to Bindon's
grave condition, was probably worried
that to interrogate Bindon in that physical
state might invalidate waht was recorded,
it having been obtained when Bindon was
under a form of duress. So the evidence

interviews start with Mold enquiring of
Bindon how his health is and Bindon
perkily saying both times that he is ófine
George, just fineó.

Mold did admit that Bindon suffered
enormously when he had to climb up to
the first floor of the police station for the
lunch interview, and he admitted that
Bindon was continually coughing up blood
throughout the interview. (How ófineô can
you get?) ,

Hequickly said that this óconcernedô him
(Mold) greatly at the time, but would not
agreethat, when asked how he was, Bindon

as given tells us that when Mold questioned had said on both occasions, that he was
Bindon in the morning and after lunch, both feeling very bad, -

/71ô
Commons All-Party Penal Affairs Group,
Home Secretary William White law
announced the setting-up of a Prison

Police Special Patrol Group, attacked and I enquiry headed by lVIr Keith Gibson,
injured seventy prisoners in the long-term
(D) wing at Wormwood Scrubs Prison.

Director of the South-East Region of the
Prison Service.

This POA attack force is apparentl Penal reform and civil ró hY - ig ts groups, aid
styled in Prison Department parlance especially PROP, with the experience of

The MUFTI Squadñ (Minimum Use of Hull, Parkhurst, Gartree, Albany and other
Force Tacýcal Intervention). Press 7 official óinternalô prison enquiries behind
reports the next morning emphasized that
it was all over in five minutes.

Of course, it wasn't a five minutesó
affair at all. The special ñMUFTIñ assault
squads had to be mustered from various
London prisons; the Scrubsô hospital wing
had to be got ready; and later, numerous
heads hadjto be stitched. The latter details
weren't included in the next day's brief
press reports.ó The Daily Telegraph had the
longest report, at 1200 words. The Home
Office was saying that N2 prisoners had
been injured. It was news management with
a vengeance.
In their idealistic way, the Home Office

wanted matters to stay that way. A d
security clampdown was placed on óDô A
wing. No letters went out for two weeks
and no visits were allowed. This included
legal visits. Civilian ancilliary workers
in the prison itself were also denied
access to óDô wing.
Release received urgent óphone calls on

its emergency óphone system from
prisonersó relatives, as did groups such
as the Howard League and PROP, It
seemed to Release that the clampdown
was more severe than anything it had
ever known. And that remains the
considered view of PROP.

PROP, together with the Prisoneró
Aid Committee (PAC) and other interest
groups, picketted the Scrubs on Saturdays
and a lot of information has now been
gathered about what happened on the night
of 31st August and subsequently. The
Howard League has also appealed for
information and, in common with PROP
and the other interest groups, at an early
stage called for an official investigation.

On 9th October, in response to
Parliamentary pressure from Robert
Kilroy-Silk, Chairperson of the House of

them, are united in condemning the
óGibson Enquiryó. It is thought that many
prisoners will not cooperate with Ginson
(and they can face disciplinary charges
under prison regulations if their testimony
can be discredited by the prison
authorities).

PROP are calling for a full and open
public enquiry at which there should be a
representative acceptable to the prisoners
themselves. The Howard League, also
dissatisfied, released to the press on
30th October detailed infor matlon they had
received from prisonersô relatives. They
are also calling for an óindependent public
enquiryô. A resolution calling for an
independent public enquiry was also passed
on 24th November, at the NCCL conference
on ñToo Much Prisonó.

PROP are so disgusted at the turn of
events that in their lengthy and
comprehensive report on the Scrubs
incident * they have published the names,
addresses and óphone numbers of the whole
Scrubsó Board of Visitors - details of
which are normally kept a close secret.
Anna Coote, in the New Statesman (9th
November) wrote at lenþý aEut the
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Scrubs affair. She reported that although
the Chairperson of the Scrubsó Board of
Visitors was phoned on the night of 31st
August and asked to attend óDô wing as
soon as possible, that person never
journeyed there until Sunday and found
ónothing seriously amissô.
Anna Coote also re. /ealed that Mr Gibson,

who is now heading the enquiry had, the
following day, sent a telegram of
congratulation to the contingent of
Wandsworth officers involved in the
attack. Gibson's impartiality is,
therefore, seriously at issue. Gibson
denies that this is the case, claiming that
as the congratulations were signed by his
secretary, his position is in no way
compromised. A further ground of
criticism is that those who wish to give
evidence wi-ll only be able to do so if they
are invited.

The PROP report is comprehensive , but
certain kinds of detailed information _have
been witheld because some inmates are in
the process of iniatlng legal proceedings
against prison staff for criminal assault. ó
Whereas the Humberside Police

investigated inmatesó allegations of I
criminal assault following the Hull Riot
and eventually pressed charges, Scotland
Yard have repeatedly refused to '
investigate similar Scrubs allegations,
and have referred the matter back to the
Home Secretary. (By the time you read
this there may have been a solicitor in
the High Court seeking an order that
McNee should follow up the criminal
assault allegations. ) With the Met SPG
having been so far let off the hook over
the murder of Blair Peach, no doubt the
Met in turn felt it owed a favour -
elsewhere over the Sc'rubs allegations.
It is unclear on whose authority the

Scrubs Special Assault Squad actually
acted. There is increasing concern at
the present time about the militant and
unsanctioned actions of Prison Officers
Association (POA) members in numerous

continued on pageó?

* Wormwood'Sci-ubs, Special Report.
25p plus postage from PROP, 21 Atwood
Road, London W6.


















