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Life and Ideas

312 pages or
Ã3.00
.Selected articles by Malatesta, plus some biographical
HOIBS.

ñSocialists want power, whether by peaceful means or by
force is of no consequence to them, and once in office, wish
to impose their programme on the people by dictatorial or
democratic means. Anarchists instead maintain that govern-
ment cannot be other than harmful, and by its nature it
defends either an existing privileged class or creates a new
one. "

Anarchy
Errico Malatesta
54 pages
75p A

The case for society without government.

ñWe said that anarchy is society without government. But
is the abolition of governments possible, desirable or
forseeable? Let us see. "
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Uprooting War A
Brian Martin
312 pages
Ã4.00

A handbook for anti-militarists with large hands.
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Collectives in the Spanish Revolution l
Gaston Leval
368 pages
Ã4_()Q t..!"3"'_!t!,!! c ,1

How collectives worked in revolutionary Spain before being
crushed by military force.

ñA new way has been indicated, an achievement which
emerges as a beacon light which all revolutionaries who
seek mankind's emancipation and not its subjugation to a
new slavery will have to follow. if they do, yesterdays
defeat will be largely compensated for by tomorrows
victories. "

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution l
Vernon Richards A
210 pages
Ã2.95
Examining the failure of the revolution in Spain.

". . . our movement will be no more demoralised and
weakened by blind and uncritical admiration than by frank
admission ofpast mistakes. "

Marie Louise _Berneri

Anarchy in Action y
Colin Ward
152 pages
Ã2.00
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ANAPCHY AND E\/OLUllOl\l
ñ. . . aims to encourage serious thinking about strategies . . far from being'a speculative vision ofa future society
against war which involve confronting institutions such as (anarchism) isa description ofa mode ofhuman organisation, N ED AN E Q D ED
the State, bureaucracy, the military and patriarchy. " rooted in the experience of everyday life. ò A



FREEDOM NEWS

Freedom Raided
WHEN the members of Aldgate Press
came into work to print the previous
issue of Freedom, they found their door
crowbarred open. However, instead of
the usual chaos left by our annual
burglary, nothing appeared to have
been touched . . . at first. They soon
realised, however, that all Freedomôs.
artwork was missing . . . as was
everything to do with the Freedom
subscription list.

So how come you got your purple
copy of Freedom? Well, our Stu had a
xerox copy of the artwork and Aldgate
were able to print Freedom from that.
The coloured ink was partly to disguise
the poor quality that such a ómethodô
produces. As for the subscription list
ð well, it would take about twenty
raids on different addresses to remove
that totally from our grasp!

Whoever óraidedô Freedom clearly
had the intention of putting the paper
out of business. Nothing apart from
Freedomôsr petty-cash, artwork and
subscription system was touched. Not
even Ã15 in the Bookshop, nor any of
Aldgateôs valuable bits and pieces.
Normally one would put this raid
down to some of the neurotic loonies
who hang around the fringe of the

Bookshops
UNDER THE COUNTERô SALES Ol\lL\ll

WE MUST apologise. to those readers
who missed our last issue. This was due
-to circumstances beyond anyoneôs
control. Your regular retailer was
acting, purely in your best interests of
course, as a censor.

The last issue carried two discussion
articles around the question of por-
nography. They explored anarchist
attitudes towards the thorny topic. It
was these articles which may have
caused your local retailer to decide not
to sell Freedom. Obviously in their
view you are in some way just not
equipped to handle such controversial
material, or to make up your own mind
about it.

If your local óalternativeô, óheadô,
ówholeô or whatever shop turns out to
be a front for the employment of covert
members of The Responsible
Society/Moral Majority can we suggest
that those comrades with an inclination
to direct action via aerosols or super-
glue get moving. óHYPOCRITEô looks
nice in red, and a glued up till could be
most embarassing.

Censorious retailers reading this
might pause and consider in what way

anarchist óworldô. People who, having
made themselves unacceptable to the
political parties, try to improve their
bad tempered authoritarianism on the
anarchists.

However, there is always the secret
fuzz! When theyôve got time off from
checking out BBC (and ITV actually)
personnel and other important duties
they might just haveread the major
editorial piece in The Daily Telegraph
on Wednesday 3rd July ô85. An article
by Peter Shipley (a former member of
the Prime ministerôs policy Unit) on
the upsurge of interest in anarchism
ended with these words: ñZn the
hierarchy of political violence, the
anarchists are not yet a majorforce. But
if the movement continues to grow it
will require a more considered response
than just a firm smackó from the
authority it so despises!ò ó

Perhaps killing off a paper with an
international circulation appealed to
MI63/4 (whatever). It was a very clean
raid, unlike the neurotics who are
inclined to trash everything along the
way.

Right now we donôt know and donôt
really care, but just in case our
subscribers start receiving unsolicited

mail from one of our lower circulation
rivals . . . well, we thought weôd better
mention it ð hopefully youôll write in
and let us know too!

Meanwhile, 90% of our subscribers
may take it that their subs are now due
(or nearly so). Could you help us out
by paying up without being asked.
Ã800 worth of demands should have
been sent out last month, this month
and next month. So weôre temporarily
short of the readies. Again Freedom
Press will be 99 years old next month
and looking forward to all the extra
money youôre going to send us to
celebrate our 100th birthday. Okay?

the editors
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Bcin Freedom
they are different from other authorita-
rians with control over the media.
What is the real difference between
those bastions of the status quo we
expect to censor us and your local
trendy bookshop? Oh yah, youôre
probably a co-operative, with consen-
sus and no shareholders, and super,
you carry all the terribly important
small press titles, and gosh, look at that
window full of social concern posters,
okay? All of this just seems to amount
to fashionable changes attributable to
the generation gap. Your basic attitudes
have not shifted. Meet the nouveau
petit bourgeoise, same as the old petit
bourgeoise.

That some censorious retailers claim
to be libertarian in philosophy simply
marks the high refinement of their
hypocrisy. Once more we are forced to
consider the honesty of blatant pornog-
raphers, the openly philistine attitudes
of major distributors, and contrast it
unfavourably with the covert author-
itarianism, displayed as repression and
confusion, by those who should be our
allies in changing society.

They seem, in their zeal for purity, to
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have forgotten the implications of
acting as censors ð you have no
grounds for complaint when others
decide to censor you. You may not like
everything we print ð it would be a
strange and sterile world if you did ð
but is your fear of freedom so great that

l censorship is the only answer you can
think of? Try recalling what Voltaire
said, ñI may disagree with everything
you say, but I would die to defend your
right to say itò.

While retailers who claim toè be
libertarian or alternative fall short of
this ideal the establishment can rest
easy. They do not need to exert their
authority to control what we may read
or how we think; their trendy front-
liners are doing it for them.

ñAll powerò, as most comrades
know, ñtends to corrupt, and absolute
power tends to corrupt absolutelyò.
We are suffering from corruption
caused by the power exercised by that
most vulnerable pillar of our society,
the British Shopkeeper.

If you canôt change their minds,
subscribe! .-

Colin ]ohnson

Distributed to Bookshops by
A Distribution
clo 84b Whitechapel High Street

Published by Freedom Press
[In Angel Alley]
84B Whitechapel High Street
London E1 7OX
Tel: 01 247 9249

Production editors: David Peers, Stu
Stuart, John Anderson, Nick and Cam.
Contributing editors: Colin Johnstone
and Arabe|la.Melvil|e.

CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE NOTE
Freedom is a professionally typeset
paper, which means that articles for
Freedom need to be typed, on one side
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Let Them Eclf Plclsfic
SOMETIMES, as events unfold, they seem to have some bizarre underlying structure which we just canôt pin down. If we
were living in the sixties we could construct a model of Jungian Synchrocity. If in the seventies, we might fall back on Charles
Fort. As it is, it seems better to eschew ideology and benevolentlyassume it is coincidence. s

The Band Aid record around Christmas showed that people in general have large amounts of compassion and charity. It also
showed that people in governments have less, they insisted on levying 15% VAT, despite helpful suggestions of expediencies
that could be used to avoid setting a precedent. They learned from this public relations mistake and Margaret Thatcher has
seized on a retrospective excuse, other charitable efforts have followed, ñI do not believe it would be possible in practice, or
indeed right, to treat that fund raising operation as a oneðoff case. How right I was.ò The government could then present itself
as wonderfully generous. It will only charge tax on part of theproceeds from the larger Live Aid concert, despite an
administrative mistake by the organisers. All heart.

The government considers that the right way to relieve the famine is to increase the direct aid. This is a revealing attitude.
They want things kept in their hands, spare us from direct action. Yet, one thing the whole episode shows is that such direct
action works. The government is irrelevant, except as a fringe parasite, creaming off their cut.

Britain has cut its aid to third world countries by an average 6% per year in real terms over the last six years. Only two other
members of the OECD development committee cut their aid budgets during this time ð New Zealand (by 0.6%) and Sweden
(by 0.3%). The averageincrease in aid from developed countries was 4%. British aid is now 0.33% of national income. (This of
course sidesteps the question of what aid is, tied contracts, military help, blatant bribes, propping up of the systems which are
themselves much of the problem.) _

Production of cereals to meet peopleôs basic food needs is now at its lowest for more than 15 years in four African countries
out of five, according to the Food and Agriculture Organisation. Africa is the only region in the world where food production is
failing to keep ahead of population growth. The Pope has just toured there and praised traditional values. It is sometimes
claimed that the Roman Catholic churchôs attitude to family planning is an effort to maintain congregations. His Holiness has in
fact shown that it is sincerely ecumenical and non-partisan. He wants everybody else to breed as well.

It is also necessary to be cynical about rock stars. Fair enough, they went out and did their 17-minute greatest hits medleys.
As some sort of perspective, the British end of Live Aid raised about Ã4 million. Duran Duran have just sunk a yacht costing Ã1
million. Richard Bransom, who made his money one stage further removed, by marketing rock, has just sunk a power boat
costing Ã11/2 million. (And for the even more cynical we have an explanation of why an RAF Nimrod reconnaissance aircraft
was conveniently looking after them and on hand for the rescue. The makers of the boat planned .to paint it grey, stick dummy
guns on it and market it as a coastal patrol boat. Bransom seems to be the only member of the crew who didnôt know.]

The final surreal twist is the great Euro-plastic scheme. The EEC has such surplusses of agricultural products that it has
become a cliche, with newspaper reports about lakes, mountains, etc. It is even the theme of a television advert for lager. (The
other advert which is nicely revealing sells a deodorant for use while evacuating an Embassy. Sic transit gloria Britannia.) The
system is such that people must be made to understand that grain, for example, cannot simply be shipped to Africa. So much
subsidy-has been paid on it that we canôt afford to get it out of the stores. Now there is a plan, only a suggestion you understand,
to convert it into plasticrbags, and presumably create a mountain of those. -.

There is an underlying structure after all. The system is ludicrous, and people die because of it. DP
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Sheffield Anarchists
POL CE AITACK LOCAL ANAPCHlSI PAPEP AS óAN ILLEGAL DOCUMENTô
AS REQUESTED hereôs a brief report
on whatôs happening with us in
Sheffield at the moment. The group is
still going strong, numbers attending
meetings dropped off for a bit a couple
of months ago, but this trend has now
reversed and quite a lot of new people
are getting involved. Although we call
ourselves óSheffield Anarchistsô many
people living in places outside the
Sheffield boundary are involved. These
include people from Chesterfield,
Rotheram, Wath, Wombwell, Work-
sop and a few other places besides. Itôs
very difficult to remember all of the
things weôve done over the last few
months, and then again thereôs a few
things weôd rather not mention in print.
To help try and sort things out weôve
broken our report down into sections.

Schools Agitation
Following the distribution of our
version of The School Stoppers Hand-
hook to schools throughout the South
Yorkshire/North Derbyshire are there
has been some very militant guerrilla
action in the areas schools: óCriminal
Damageô figures are up between 25%
and 29% in Sheffield, 30% in Doncas-
ter and Rotheram and 45% in Barnsley
ð these figures do not include arson
attacks on schools which absolutely
rocketted during the period of distribu-
tion (though there was no mention of
arson in the handbook). We had a lot of
feedback over the handbook, and hope
to produce another edition soon.

The connection between schools
agitationñ and ósecond frontô miners
support proved very successful,
culminating in the óNational Fuck
School Dayô on March 6th, with some
very good actions and solidarity
nationwide. There were some very
spectacular actions in Sheffield schools,
and riots and strikes dominated the
headlines of the local press for over a
week. See The Sheffield Anarchist vol 3
no 9 for full details.

Things are by no means back to
ónormalô, and we are still hearing about
a lot of actions in the areaôs schools.

The Sheffield Anarchist
It is now more than ten years since we
revived The Sheffield Anarchist, which
was first produced in 1891. It has
always been popular locally, and we
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place a very high importance on street
sales (Sheffield, Rotheram, Chester-
field, etc). Last issue (Spring) we
increased the print-run to 750, but sold
out quicker than we had hoped, which
meant we had nothing to street-sell for
several weeks. This issue (Summer) the
print-run is 1,000, and so far it is selling
very well. We still have the original
óPay What You Likeô policy, which
works better than a few doubting
anarchists imagine ð we are one of the
few anarchistô mags without financial
problems. We have also started doing
subscriptions in case anyone finds our
paper hard to get hold of, these are
Ã1.60 for four issues and other
publications (cheques, POôs to óShef-
field Libertarian Societyô please).

Over the last six months we have had
an unprecedented amount of police
harrassment; South Yorkshire Police
have attempted to confiscate all copies
of previous issues of The Sheffield
Anarchist, they have said that they will
not allow it to be sold in Sheffield, and
that anyone caught selling it will be
arr®sted. They are now telling us that it
has been declared óan illegal documentô
by the DPP, though this sounds
dubious. Throughout their present
purge we have defied the ban and
maintained an anarchist street presence.
Watch this space for what happens
next.

Bread Sc Butter (Granose?) Work
It is in this area that we have been most
busy lately.ô We have been holding
weekly meetings in a local pub for the
last couple of years, and in addition to
these we have óbusiness meetingsô
whenever necessary, also óreaders meet-
ingsô every quarter.

We attend local marches, rallies,
carnivals, etc whenever we consider an
anarchist presence appropriate. Some-
times we do our own propaganda for
these events (eg an anarchist May Day
leaflet for the Barnsley and Chesterfield
May Day marches), and sometimes we
organise our own demos. Other recent
events have been the everðpopular
Sheffield Anarchist (historical) Walk
and our annualpicnic. _

We have a large bookstall which we
frequently take to local events. We
recently had one at the three-day
Sheffield Show which was very success-
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ful. A lot of new contacts were made
and over Ã40 worth of books were sold.
In addition to distributing our own
magazine we distribute several other
anarchist mags including Freedom,
Stuff It, Here and Now and Knee Deep
In Shit. We also include in this areazithe
production of leaflets, stickers and
other printed propaganda; our day to
day anarchist presence; forging links
with other anarchist groups; grafitti of
the deed, etc.

1

Sheffield Prisoners Support Group
SPSG was formed by some of us
towards the end of the miners strike.
We hope to offer as much support to
those comrades inside as possible, and
to work with existing prisoners support
groups, and those we hope will be
formed. Most of our work so far has
been in supporting those arrested in
connection with the miners strike, but
also with some animal rights activists
and some prisoners who are not inside
for overtly political offences.

We have had a lot of contact with
Fitzwilliam Prisoners Aid Committee,
holding collections for them, distrib1,1t-
ing and printing their bulletin, etc. We
have also had contact with Class War
Prisoners Aid. If anyone would like to
send us some cash it would be
welcome, and will be used for direct
support of prisoners.

Forthcoming Events
In the near future will be the
publication of the Autumn issue of The
Sheffield Anarchist (vol 3 no 10). We
are also producing a pamphlet about
The Sheffield Outrages, and will be
doing another edition of The Sghool
Stoppers Handbook. Another area of
the struggle in which we are becoming
increasingly involved is the area of
tenants solidarity and anti-rent agita-
tion. We also have at least two public
meetings planned and also a benefit gig.
Canôt think of anything else, hope
thatôs alright for you.

Sheffield Anarchists
[Edsz ñAlright for usò? This report is
intelligent, readable, packed with
information, modest, and it comes
clearly typed with its own sub-
headings. We hereby award Sheffield
Anarchists with the 1985 Freedom
Report of the Year Award.

Learning from fhe
IN THE WAKE of the massive defeat
inflicted upon the miners Maggie
Thatcher made a classic politiôcianôs
mistake . . . she boasted about her
victory. Unable to resist the temptation
to humiliate the defeated, she allowed
the Great British Public to see her for
the arrogant bully she is. The Tories are
now trailing behind Labour and the
SDP/Liberal Alliance in the opinion
polls.

It was always a very unwelcome
piece of social reality, that Thatcher
had such a commanding lead in the
polls throughout the minersô strike.
Public opinion has now ñsided with the
underdogò and completely undermined
the Thatcher attack on Union political
funds. So far, all_ the requiredðbyðlaw
ballots have gone in favour of retaining
the funds . . . not -as expected six
months ago.

Now the government has turned its
guns on the Rail-Unions over. the
introduction of ñguardlessò trains. On
the face of it, itôs a good issue from the
Governmentôs point of view -. . .
ñLuddite Unions against new technolo-
gy and new trains for the oppressed
commuters, etc, etcò. The Tories are
probably hoping to get -their opinion
poll ratings up to Scargill levels again.
The British Rail management have been
doing their level best to provoke the
Rail Unions into calling a National
Strike without a ballot. Having issued
dismissal notices to guards on unoffi-
cial strike they attempted to advertise
those jobs as ñvacantò in the papers!

Surprisingly, the Rail Unions have
actually learnt the lesson of the Scargill
defeat. Perhaps, encouraged by the
ballot results on political funds and
certainly fearful ofa split in the ranks,
the Rail Union moved the date of
National Strike Ballot forward. [As
usual, the result of this ballot wonôt be
known till after Freedom is printed]

The ñclever-moneyò is all on a
massive vote in favour of industrial
action by the guards. The union would
presumably hope to pay the guards
strike-pay while other railworkers
continue to work. British Rail manage-
ment on the other hand are threatening
to close the whole system down [cost
Ã60 million a week] and go for broke.
The London-based railworkers Free-
dom has spoken to,'all saw the dispute
as part of managementôs program to
install greater ñlabour-disciplineò (their
phrase). Realistically, after the ballot,
the NUR is likely to continue the
present tactics of sudden local strikes
until a settlement is reached. After all,
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only 5% of trains are going to be
driver-only ð hardly worth Ã60M a
week to management for any length of
tlme.

Meanwhile, Jimmy Nap of the NUR
has proved to be one of those rare
union officials who know how to inflict
the maximum. cost/injury on the
employers at minimum cost to his
members. The actual wording of the
national ballot paper is for ñindustrial
actionò, which leaves. all his options
open. A long drawn-out guerilla-type
action which ñdaresò the management
to call a lock-out would put the
government in a difficult situation.
Heads: they would be seen as impotent
against the NUR. Tails: they would
look like industrial bullies again.

While the Rail Strike(s) are hardly
likely to be ñCoal Wars Part IIò, it is
worth noting how the ñhardò left is
slowly learning to live with the Ballot.
They are not happy about giving their
members the final say on strike action,
but on the other hand who wants to
suffer dreadful defeat like Arthur or
pay all those heavy fines? The NUR is
playing strictly by the Governmentôs
own rules and boxing the Government
into a corner in the process.

Compared to the modest success of
the NUR, the National Union of
Miners is in a sorry state. The Notts-
led breakaway ñUnionò revealed its
right-wing leadership to be just as
careless and cavalier about abiding by
their constitution as the Communist
Party dominated central bureaucracy.
Interestingly it is still possible the
ñbreakawayò faction may not win
enough votes to ñlegaliseò the new
union, even in Notfinghamshire.

Be that as it may, the NUM is
broken as a fighting force, just as
Arthur Scargill has broken his very
public pledges to submit himself for
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annual elections. He has given up his
casting vote on the executive and
become a pure bureaucrat ð for life.
The destruction of the Federal struc-
ture goes on apace, with ever more
draconian powers for the central
executive over the individual members
and the local Federations.

The NUM campaign for imprisoned-
/sacked miners is virtually non-exis-
tent. All the bureaucracyôs energy is
going on the battle with the breakaway
faction. The failure to learn from the
1926 experience is staggering. It is
worth noting that the ñBo'ssesô Unionò
set up by the Notts miners after 1926
[Spencerism] was only ñbrought backò
into the NUM by a World Waró,
followed by Nationalisation. Scargill
will not be receiving any such help
from History (we hope) in his war with
the 1985 version.

The big lesson to learn from the
miners strike is that only Direct
Democracy is capable of producing
100% solidarity. At a National level
ordinary members of Unions regard
Delegate Conferences as Party Political
bun-fights. The key problem is getting
those people who feel/vote against
strike action to actually back the
ñmajorityò and ñgo alongò with the
pro-strikers. This ñminorityò have
shown time and time again that, while
they will ñrespectò the direct decisions
of their fellow workers, they have
absolutely no respect for the loony
leftists/rightists who run the delegate
conferences.

If anarchists are going to make an
impact on union and workplace strug-
gles, they must take "the principle of
direct democracy beyond the shop
floor to the regional and national level.
History has called into question our
traditional faith in delegated power.

ô Stu Stuart












