01-247-9249

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE COUPON
( please tick relevant Hox/s )
Please note my new address
(could you enclose an old label?)

Please start/renew my subscription

LOW INCOME

Britian and Ireland
Abroad {Surface mail)
REGULAR INCOME
Britain and lreland
Abroad: Surface Mail

Air Mail: Europe
Rest of World

IN ANGEL ALLEY, 84b WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET

FREEDOM
PRESS

Life and ldeas
Errico Malatesta

Selected articles by Malatesta,

“Socialists want power, whether by peaceful means or by
force is of no consequence to them, and once in office, wish
to impose their programme on the people by dictatorial or
democratic means. Anarchists instead maintain that govern-
ment cannot be other than harmful, and by its nature it
defends either an existing privileged class or creates a new

»

One.

Malatesta’s
ANARCHY
Anarchy
Errico Malatesta
54 pages
15p

The case for society without government.

“We said that anarchy is society without government. But
is the abolition of governments possible, desirable or
farseeable? Let us see.”’

Uprooting
War
Uprooting Watr
Brian Martin
312 pages
£4.00

A handbook for anti-militarists with large hands.

o

. aims to encourage serfous thinking about strategies
against war which involve confronting institutions such as
the State, bureaucracy, the military and patriarchy.”

£5..99

£6.50 [
£7.50
£8.00
£9.00

for twelve issues address. .. .. WP B s ol Qi By

W ELEGTIVE
in the Spanish
REVOLUTION

g : A Gasten LEVAL
Collectives in the Spanish Revolution

Gaston Leval
368 pages M Y
£4 .m ".0‘0. Press

How collectives worked in revolutionary Spain before being
crushed by military force.

“A new way has been Indicated, an achievement which
emerges as a beacon light which all revolutionaries who

seek mankind’s emancipation and not its subjugation to a

new slavery will have to follow. If they do, yesterdays
defeat will be largely compensated for by tomorrow$
victorjes. "’

LESSONS
OF THE

SPANISH
REVOLUTION

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution

Vernon RiChardS " VERNON
210 pages W
£2.95 FREEDOM PRESS

Examining the failure of the revolution in Spain.

‘“ . . our movement will be no more demoralised and
weakened by blind and uncritical admiration than by frank

admission of past mistakes. "’
Marie Louise Berneri

ANARCHY
I\
Anarchy in Action ACTION ;
Colin Ward
152 pages
£2.00

What to do today, rather than after some pie in the sky
revolution,

“... far from being’a speculative vision of a future society
(anarchism) is a description of a mode of human organisation,
rooted in the experience of everyday life."’
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FREEDOM NEWS

Freedom Raided

WHEN the members of Aldgate Press

came into work to print the previous
'ssue of Freedom, they found their door
crowbarred open. However, instead of
the usual chaos left by our annual
burglary, nothing appeared to have
been touched . . . at first. They soon

realised, however, that all Freedom’s

artwork was missing . . . as was
everything to do with the Freedom
subscription list.

So how come you got your purple
copy of Freedom? Well, our Stu had a
xerox copy of the artwork and Aldgate
were able to print Freedom from that.
The coloured ink was partly to disguise
the poor quality that such a ‘method’
produces. As for the subscription list
— well, 1t would take about twenty
raids on different addresses to remove
that totally from our grasp!

Whoever ‘raided’ Freedom clearly
had the intention of putting the paper
out of business. Nothing apart from
Freedom’s petty-cash, artwork and
subscripuon system was touched. Not
even £15 in the Bookshop, nor any of
Aldgate’s valuable bits and pieces.
Normally one would put this rad
down to some of the neurotic loonies
who hang around the fringe of the

Bookshops

UNDER THE COUNTER" SALES ONLY!

WE MUST apologise to those readers
who missed our last 1ssue. This was due
to circumstances beyond anyone’s
control. Your regular retailler was

acting, purely in your best interests of

course, as a censor.

The last 1ssue carried two discussion
articles around the question of por-
nography. They explored anarchist
attitudes towards the thorny topic. It
was these articles which may have
caused your local retailer to decide not
to sell Freedom. Obviously in their
VIEW you are In some way just not
equipped to handle such controversial
‘material, or to make up your own mind
about it.

If your local ‘alternative’, ‘head’,
‘whole’ or whatever shop turns out to
‘be a front for the employment of covert
members of The Responsible
Society/Moral Majority can we suggest
that those comrades with an inclination
'to direct action via aerosols or super-

glue get moving. ‘HYPOCRITE’ looks

nice in red, and a glued up tll could be
most embarassing.

Censorious retailers reading this
might pause and consider in what way

anarchist ‘world’. People who, having
made themselves unacceptable to the
political parties, try to improve their
bad tempered authoritarianism on the
anarchists.

However, there 1s always the secret
fuzz! When they’ve got time off from
checking out BBC (and ITV actually)
personnel and other important duties
they might just have read the major
editorial piece in The Daily Telegraph
on Wednesday 3rd July ’85. An article
by Peter Shipley (a former member of
the Prime minister’s policy Unit) on
the upsurge of interest in anarchism
ended with these words: “In the
hierarchy of political wiolence, the
anarchists are not yet a major force. But
if the movement continues to grow it
will require a more considered response
than just a firm smack from the
authority it so despises!”

Perhaps killing off a paper with an
international circulation appealed to
MI6%4 (whatever). It was a very clean
raid, unlike the neurotics who are
inclined to trash everything along the
way.

Right now we don’t know and don’t
really care;, but just in case our

subscribers start receiving unsolicited

mail from one of our lower circulation
rivals . . . well, we thought we’d better
mention it — hopefully you’ll write in
and let us know too!

Meanwhile, 90% of our subscribers
may take it that their subs are now due
(or nearly so). Could you help us out
by paying up without being asked.
£800 worth of demands should have
been sent out last month, this month
and next month. So we’re temporarily
short of the readies. Again Freedom
Press will be 99 years old next month
and looking forward to all the extra

money you’re going to send us to
celebrate our 100th birthday. Okay?

the editors
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Ban Freedom

they are different from other authorita-
rians with control over the media.
What 1s the real difference between
those bastions of the status quo we
expect to censor us and your local
trendy bookshop? Oh yah, you’re
probably a co-operative, with consen-
sus and no shareholders, and super,
you carry all the terribly important
small press titles, and gosh, look at that
window tull of social concern posters,
okay? All of this just seems to amount
to fashionable changes attributable to
the generation gap. Your basic attitudes
have not shifted. Meet the nouveau

petit bourgeoise, same as the old petit

bourgeoise.

That some censorious retailers claim
to be libertarian in philosophy simply
marks the high refinement of their
hypocrisy. Once more we are forced to
consider the honesty of blatant pornog-
raphers, the openly philistine attitudes
of major distributors, and contrast it

‘unfavourably with the covert author-
‘itarianism, displayed as repression and

confusion, by those who should be our
allies in changing society.
They seem, in their zeal for purity, to

2

have forgotten the implications of
acting as censors — you have no
grounds for complaint when others
decide to censor you. You may not like
everything we print — it would be a
strange and sterile world if you did —
but 1s your fear of freedom so great that

» censorship 1s the only answer you can

think of? Try recalling what Voltaire
said, “I may disagree with everything
you say, but I would die to defend your
right to say 1t”.

While retailers who claim te« be

libertarian or alternative fall short of
this i1deal the establishment can rest
easy. They do not need to exert their
authority to control what we may read

or how we think; their trendy front-

liners are doing it for them.

“All power”, as most comrades
know, “tends to corrupt, and absolute
power tends to corrupt absolutely”.
We are suffering from corruption
caused by the power exercised by that
most vulnerable pillar of our society,
the British Shopkeeper.

If you can’t change their minds,
subscribe! ..

Colin Johnson

Distributed to Bookshops by
A Distribution
c/o 84b Whitechapel High Street

Published by Freedom Press
[In Angel Alley]
84B Whitechapel High Street
Lonaon E1 7QX

Tel: 01 247 9249

Production editors: David Peers, Stu
Stuart, John Anderson, Nick and Cam.
Contributing editors: Colin Johnstone
and Arabella Melville.

CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE NOTE

Freedom is a professionally typeset
paper, which means that articles for
Freedom need to be typed, on one side
only, triple-spaced with a large margin
down both sides of the page. Neat hand-
written material should be on lined paper
using every other line. Keep your own

FREEDOM

SUBSCRIBE TO FREEDOM

UK and lreland £6.50
Abroad: surface mail £7.50
Air mail: Europe £8.00
Rest of World £9.00

THE OPEN DOOR POLICY

Freedom welcomes news, reports and

comradely contributions to a genuine
anarchist debate. Articles give the indi-
vidual opinions of their authors. Only
ariiclgs specifically signed the editors
reflect the shared view of the Freedom
Collective.

MEET THE EDITORS

Thurs 12th Sept. A Distribution 6-8pm
Thurs 26th Sept. Freedom Mail-out and
A Distribution 6-9.30pm (drinks after-
wards!) '

FREEDOM COMMENT

Printed and Typeset by

Aldgate Press
84b Whitechapel High Stregt

'LAST COPY DATES: October issue —
17th Sept, November issue — 16th
The editors Oct (mHYbe 23rd OCt).

Let Them Eat Plastic

SOMETIMES, as events unfold, they seem to have some bizarre underlying structure which we just can’t pin down. If we

were living in the sixties we could construct a model of Jungian Synchrocity. If in the seventies, we might fall back on Charles
Fort. As 1t 1s, 1t seems better to eschew 1deology and benevolently -assume it is coincidence.

The Band Aid record around Christmas showed that people in general have large amounts of compassion and charity. It also
showed that people in governments have less, they insisted on levying 15% VAT, despite helpful suggestions of expediencies
that could be used to avoid setting a precedent. They learned from this public relations mistake and Margaret Thatcher has
seized on a retrospective excuse, other charitable efforts have followed, “I do not believe it would be possible in practice, or
indeed right, to treat that fund raising operation as a one-off case. How right I was.” The government could then present itself

as wonderfully generous. It will only charge tax on part of the proceeds from the larger Live Aid concert, despite an
administrative mistake by the organisers. All heart.

The government considers that the right way to relieve the famine is to increase the direct aid. This is a revealing attitude.
They want things kept in their hands, spare us from direct action. Yet, one thing the whole episode shows is that such direct
action works. The government 1s irrelevant, except as a fringe parasite, creaming off their cut. ;

Britain has cut its aid to third world countries by an average 6% per year in real terms over the last six years. Only two other
members of the OECD development committee cut their aid budgets during this time — New Zealand (by 0.6%) and Sweden
(by 0.3%). The average increase in aid from developed countries was 4%. British aid is now 0.33% of national income. (This of

course sidesteps the question of what aid is, tied contracts, military help, blatant bribes, propping up of the systems which are
themselves much of the problem.)

copy rather than ask us to return the
original.

Production of cereals to meet people’s basic food needs is now at its lowest for more than 15 years in four African countries
out of five, according to the Food and Agriculture Organisation. Africa is the only region in the world where food production is
failing to keep ahead of population growth. The Pope has just toured there and praised traditional values. It is sometimes
claimed that the Roman Catholic church’s attitude to family planning is an effort to maintain congregations. His Holiness has in
fact shown that it is sincerely ecumenical and non-partisan. He wants everybody else to breed as well.

It is also necessary to be cynical about rock stars. Fair enough, they went out and did their 17-minute greatest hits medleys.
As some sort of perspective, the British end of Live Aid raised about £4 million. Duran Duran have just sunk a yacht costing £1
million. Richard Bransom, who made his money one stage further removed, by marketing rock, has just sunk a power boat
costing £1%2 million. (And for the even more cynical we have an explanation of why an RAF Nimrod reconnaissance aircraft
was conveniently looking after them and on hand for the rescue. The makers of the boat planned to paint it grey, stick dummy
guns on 1t and market it as a coastal patrol boat. Bransom seems to be the only member of the crew who didn’t know.]

The final surreal twist is the great Euro-plastic scheme. The EEC has such surplusses of agricultural products that it has
become a cliche, with newspaper reports about lakes, mountains, etc. It is even the theme of a television advert for lager. (The
other advert which is nicely revealing sells a deodorant for use while evacuating an Embassy. Sic transit gloria Britannia.) The
system 1s such that people must be made to understand that grain, for example, cannot simply be shipped to Africa. So much
subsidy has been paid on it that we can’t afford to get it out of the stores. Now there is a plan, only a suggestion you understand,
to convert it into plastic-bags, and presumably create a mountain of those. ,

There 1s an underlying structure after all. The system is ludicrous, and people die because of it. DP
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