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New and existing subscribers to Freedom can now give their friends a
YEAR'S FREEDOM SUBSCRIPTION FOR XMAS --- FOR ONLY Ã2.50
EACH (Half price outside UK). As many as you like!

Charm your friends or irritate an authoritarian enemy, as many as you
care to pay for! Tell us whether you want them to know who gave it to them
or not. Do it now, as you send in your own subscription . . . before the price
of Freedom rockets yet again!
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Freedom Subscriptions
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London E1 70X
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(Please tick relevant box/es)
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Please RENEW my subscription
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Abroad (Surface Mail)
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Air Mail: Europe
Rest of World
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DUDE

Two new FP titles will be on sale this
month:
WILDCAT ANARCHIST COMICS
by Donald Rooum with an introduc-
tion by Philip Sansom (48 pages
ISBN 0 900384 301 Ã1.50)
Donald Rooum needs no introduction
to Freedom readers. This little volume
includes more than forty fullpages of
completely new drawings, featuring our
heroine the Revolting Pussycat, her
abstemious comrade the Free-range
Egghead, pigs dressed as policemen,
recognisable politicians and loads of
other characters. Readers familiar with
the anarchist classics will enjoy the
hilarious presentation of some classic
images. Serious argument however is
more or less absent since our artist
believes that ña cartoon is no place for
intellectual respectabilityò.
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Philip Sansomôs introduction (fitted
among the cartoons which appear on
every page) is an entertaining account
of some of the anarchist enterprises in
which Sansom and Rooum have been
involved, including the downfall of :1
certain notorious policeman.

This delightful little book is addres-
sed to adults, but not unsuitable for
children. Much better than a greetings
card.

THE ANARCHIST WRITINGS OF
WILLIAM GODWIN edited and
with an introduction by Peter Mar-
shall (about 150 pages ISBN 0
900384 29 8 Ã3.00)
In the editorôs opinion ñGodwin is the
first and arguably the profoundcst
exponent of anarchism. He is not only
the greatest British radical philosopher,
but a pioneer in libertarian education, it
founder of communist economics, and
an acute and powerful novelistò.

This work offers for the ýrst time a
handy collection of Godwinôs key
thoughts in a clear and concise form,
together with the editorôs three part
Introduction, consisting of an assess-
ment of Godwinôs influence, at
biographical sketch and an analysis ot
his contribution to anarchist theory and
practice.

The selections are taken from all of
Godwinôs writings and cover his views
on human nature, ethics, politics,
economics, education and the free
society. Godwin will be of interest to all
those who believe that rationality,
truth, happiness, individuality, equality
and freedom" are centralconcerns ol
human enquiry and endeavour. As
governmentôs grow increasingly
centralised, authoritarian and secretive,
Godwinôs insights are being increasing-
ly appreciated.

FREEDOM PRESS have been
appointed by the University of North
Carolina Press sole distributors in the
UK for one of the most important
source works on the Spanish Civil War.
We refer, of course, to:
THE SPANISH REVOLUTION --ð
The Left and the Struggle for Power
during the Civil War by Burnett
Bolloten (644 pages paperback
Ã7.50)
This is the third (and latest) ('lll2ll'g't'(l
edition with additional chapters and
copious notes and references. What also
makes this edition invalualale lot" the
student is the Bibliography and at 50-
page Index.

Burnett Bolloten continues his re-
searches, though he is now well into his
seventies, and therefore this latest
edition may not be the last. But a bird
in the hand . . . for this edition will very
shortly be out of print.
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FREEDOM COMMENT  

EED A Distribution

THE OPEN DOOR POLICY: Freedom welcomes news, reports and comradely
contributions to genuine anarchist debate. Articles give the individual
opinions of their authors. Only articles specificallytsigned the editors reflect
the shared view of the Freedom Collective.  

CONTRIBUTORS PLEASE NOTE: Freedom is a professionally typeset paper,
which means that articles for Freedom need to be typed, on one side only,
triple spaced with a large margin down both sides of the page. Neat
handwritten material should be on lined paper using every other line. Keep
your own copy rather than ask us to return the original. Letters ð up to 400
words, articles ð usually 1.000 words.

CND
Here we
are again!
THE CND demonstration in London
on Saturday, 26 October, marks the
latest stage in the development of the
revived nuclear disarmament move-
ment.

The old movement emerged nearly 30
years ago, as part of the radical
realignment of the Left following the
Destalinisation campaign in Russia, the
Russian suppression of the Hungarian
revolution, the Anglo-French attack on
Egypt in the Suez War, the rise of the
New Left, and the British testing of the
hydrogen bomb in the Paciýc. There
had been protests against nuclear
weapons since 1943, legal demonstra-
tins since 1948, and illegal demonstra-
tions since 1952, but a signiýcant public
movement appeared only in the late
1950s, with the formation of the Direct
Action Committee Against Nuclear War
in 1957 and the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament in 1958, respectively the
militant and moderate organisations for
anti-nuclear activity.

DAC was responsible for the ýrst
Aldermaston March in 1958, at which
Gerald Holtomôs nuclear disarmament
symbol was ýrst used, but then
specialised in illegal demonstration of
non-violent civil disobedience. CND
specialised in legal demonstrations and
propaganda, taking over the Aldermas-
ton March in 1959 and holding
meetings all over the country. The
Committee of 100 was formed in 1960,
in an attempt to combine the militancy
of DAC demonstrations with the size of
CND demonstrations, and absorbed
DAC in 1961.

The old movement reached its peak
during the early 1960s, with mass
demonstrations, both legal and illegal,
with the Labour Party committed to
unilateral nuclear disarmament for a
óyear, and with between a quarter and a
third of the population supporting such
a policy. A whole generation was
radicalised, and the process contributed
substantially to the revival of the
anarchist movement. But in 1964, with
the election of Harold Wilsonôs Labour
Government, making the usual left-
wing noises and taking the usual right-
wing actions, the radical initiative
passed to the movement against the
Vietnam War, the Marxist sects, the
student movement, the Northern Irish
movements, the womenôs movement,
the gay movement, squatters, drugs,
everyday life. The last large-scale illegal
demonstrations and the dissolution of
the Committee of 100 came in 1968, and
the movement which had been so
important for more than a decade
almost disappeared for more than a
decade.

Of course the nuclear disarmament
movement continued to exist. CND
continued small-scale demonstrations
and low-key propaganda, pacifists con-
tinued to struggle after 1968 as they had
done before 1958, the ecology move-
ment turned attention to nuclear energy
as well as nuclear weapons ð but the
media and the masses moved on to other
things. The change came in 1979, with
the election of Margaret Thatcherôs
Conservative Government and the
NATO decision to install a new
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generation of American medium-range
missiles in Western Europe, beginning
with Cruise missiles in Britain. The
movement revived, and a new genera-
tion of campaigners joined. the old
generation in what became a new
movement, and a new process of
radicalisation began. g

The process of revival was marked by
a series of mass demonstrations in
London. The ýrst, in October 1980,
was so large that it brought the
movement back to public attention and
political signiýcance. The second, in
October 1981, was twice as large. The
third, in ]une 1982 (just after the
Falklands War), was twice as large
again, and was indeed the largest
nuclear disarmament demonstration
ever held in this country. The fourth, in
October 1983, was so large that it could
hardly move. In 1984 there was instead
a demonstration at Barrow-in-Furness,
where the new Trident submarines are
to be built, which was inevitably much
smaller in size, if not in impact. In 1985
we are back in London.

This time?
The question is what we are doing

here this time. Last time, two years ago,
not only was CND itself increasing in
membership and support, but local
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groups were growing all over the
country, and above all direct action was
becoming a popular method, with the
womenôs siege of the ýrst Cruise
missiles base at Greenham Common
and the ýrst Stop the City demonstra-
tion, and then a series of autonomous
illegal -activities all over the country,
many of them approved or even
organised by CND, in welcome contrast
to the sectarian condemnation which
marred the old movement. But since the
demonstrations against the Economic
Summit and at the second Cruise
missile base at Molesworth last year,
there has been a marked decline in mass
action, above all in the failure to
maintain a major campaign at Moles-
worth. CND remains the largest protest
organisation in Britain, with more than
100,000 individual members and four
or ýve times as many members of local
groups and with a majority support for
the campaigns against new missiles, and
there are still all kinds of actions in all
kinds of places, but it seems that the
media have moved on to other things
and that masses may do so soon.

One problem which we have re-
peatedly raised is the danger of the
movement becoming identiýed with the
electoral interests of the Labour Party.
The Labour Party Annual Conference
passed a unilateralist resolution by a
small majority in 1960, but this was
reversed in 1961. However, it passed a
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unilateralist resolution again in 1981,
and this was conýrmed with a two-
thirds majority in 1982, making it
ofýcial party policy, which it has
remained ever since. The Labour Party
fought the 1983 General Election with a
unilateralist policy and a unilateralist
leader, and although it lost heavily it has
the same policy and another unilateral-
ist leader. But Neil Kinnock, who like
every previous party leader climbed to
power on the backs of the Left, has now
like every other party leader begun to

turn away from the Left. It may be
tempting to rely on the election of a
Labour Government at the next General
Election, but it would be as futile as in
1945, 1964 or 1974.

Holy Alliance
Another problem which we have

similarly raised is the danger of the
movement becoming manipulated in
the strategic interests of the Soviet
Union. The holy alliance between
Communists and pacifists in the anti-
war movement has long exploited the
inevitable emphasis of the British
nuclear disarmament campaign on
American and British weapons, and the
recent Russian offers of partial disarma-
ment have clearly been designed to
impress the Left in Western Europe
rather than the Reagan Administration
in the United States. So, while we
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should welcome any move which might
reduce the rising tension in the nuclear
arms race, we should be aware of the
dangers of supporting the kind of
Marxist front which did so much to
vitiate the movement against nuclear
weapons before 1958 and the movement
against the Vietnam War after 1968.

A more immediate problem is the
form of the present demonstration.
Learning from the previous ones that
the numbers will probably be so large
that people are physically unable to get
from one place to another, CND have
organised a circular march starting at
11:00 and going clockwise round Hyde
Park to call at the Russian Embassy in
Kensington Palace Gardens and the
American Embassy in Grosvenor
Square. So we are being asked literally
to walk round .in circles, which is
uncomfortably symbolic of the present
state of the movement! CND have also
organised actions to take place during
the long march ð a four-minute die-in
at 1:00, a four-minute sit-down at 2:00.
and a four-minute hand-link at 3:00 --
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each representing a technique which has
been widely used during the past few
years, but all a matter of symbolic rather
than direct action. Finally there is the
theme of the demonstration ð óHuman
Race or Nuclear Raceô -- which is a
neat phrase but still a nice evasion of the
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original question of what we are doing
here. Add to this the predictable
content of the speeches which will be
given at the ýnal rally from 3:30, and
we have much to disapprove of in this
demonstration.

Protest without illusions
Nevertheless, nothing will be gained

either by just staying away (unless of
course you are doing something more
effective) or by just trying to disrupt the
proceedings by attacking the speakers
(rather than the police, who are more
likely to hit back! ), as has been done by
some anarchists on some previous
occasions. By all means let us show our
dissent, but let us do so in ways which
are lil<ely to be understood by our
opponents as well as our supporters and
to increase rather than decrease support
for our ideas. Let us circulate our
publications and participate in discus-
sions, doing everything we can to win
friends and inþuence people on this
most serious of all political issues.

Above all, let us add our small
numbers to the large numbers of those
who seem to share our views about the
military policies of this and all govern-
ments, remembering that Canada in
North America and Norway and
Denmark in Western Europe have
refused to accept the new missiles and
that New Zealand on the other side of
the world is going even further. We may
not actually manage to pull this country
out of the nuclear alliance and the arms
race, but we can do our best. As we said
on so many previous demonstrations of
this kind ð-ð protest, without illusions.
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