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BRIAN,

6 GRAYS INN BUILDINGS,
ROSEBERY AVENUE,
ONDON EC1R 4PH.

TORTURED ARTISTS:

Phil Budgen,Mark Chap-
lain,the Cheshire Cat,
Dean Claxton,Die-hard
TrentEnder,Finbarr,
Porest Fan - Selston,
Colin PFraser,Johnny
Garibaldi,Tim Gough,
Steve Hanley,Sean
Kelly,Alex Money,Glynn
Morton, Simon Myers,
Sean Pearce,JS Pritch-
ard ,Red Ink,Red Reg,
Red Star,Stavros,Bob
Stevens,The Student,
Teacherman,lan Trem-
birth,Toots & Bobbins,
Neal Wobb.

. SUBSCRIPTIONS:
€4.20 for the next six
issues or

£7 for the next ten.
Please state which
issue you wish your
subscription to start
from.

Overseas subscriptions
available on request.

BACK ISSUES:

Nos 3%4 (40p each),9,
10,11,12,13,14,15,16,
17,18 (50p each).Add
25p P+P for one copy,
plus 10p for each
additional copy.

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES
& POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE
TO0 J.S.PRITCHARD.
STOCKISTS:

Selectadisc Records,?21
Market St; Newshouse,
st James St; Programme
World,Arkwright Street;
Sport-in-Print,Rad-
cliffe Road; West News,
1A Radcliffe Road.
Sportspages,Cambridge
Circus,Charing X Road,
London WC2.

Plus: (sometimes)
Nostalgia & Comics,
Smallbrook Queensway,
Birmingham; and from
the fanzine mail porder
gervice AFN Distri-
bution,127 Langbrook
Rd,London SE3 8RA.
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A Message From Our Sponsors

Q: WHY DO FOOTBALL FANZINES EXIST?

A: FANZINES ARE INDEPENDENT PUBLICATIONS THAT EXIST
NOT MERELY TO ENTERTAIN BUT TO ECHO THE VIEWS OF THE
SUPPORTERS - NOT THE DIRECTORS,MANAGEMENT OR PLAYERS
BUT THE PAYING CUSTOMERS.Not that all paying customers
think as one,in our 20 issues we have printed many
diverse opinions from a wide range of contributors,
often opinions that would never find their way onto
the pages of the programme or local press.As critical
letters are rare (and are almost always printed),we
can only assume that the majority of readers feel we
represent their views fairly accurately.

Rumour has it that certain important members of the
board liken the BRIAN to the Sun newspaper.One wonders
if this concern is passed onto the manager,who has a
slightly more substantial relationship with that paper.
Yes,at times we criticize players and officials,but
not to do so would be to whitewash.We are not working
as a PR company on behalf of the club,after all.Anyone
who sets themself up in the public ey¢ will get
criticism from some source,and the BRIAN does offer
the right to reply to anyone who feels slighted.

We have been criticized for occasional bad language,
but children of an age to be shocked by strategically
placed asterisks to not read the BRIAN,it hasn't got
enough glossy pictures.To censor beyond **** would be
to patronise our readership.

And yes,we are not very nice to Derby County,but most
of our jibes are aimed at the board,management and
playing staff rather than the fans (with whom we have
much in common,underneath it all).The rivalry between
Forest and Derby has been in existence for longer than
all of us and will no doubt survive as long as both
clubs do.Surely it is better for it to manifest itself
in jokes rather than violence?

We don't fill the front page with "GOTCHA!"™ upon
beating the Rams,we have no page three girls,no racist
editorials.Sometimes we even use words of more than
two syllables.Surely no-one takes our Sunspeak
pastiches at face value??

We have never expected a pat on the head from anyone.
If the board had welcomed this magazine with open arms
then we would have failed,because there IS much to
eriticize at this club (just as there is much to
praise).The BRIAN has never sought any formal links
with the club,has never wanted to trade its autonomy
for the sake of a few extra sales.For it is not the
club that we aim to represent.It is obvious that the
NFFC establishment have misunderstood the reason for
the BRIAN's existence,in other words they have missed
the pOint .

In its own faltering and often self-conscious way, the
BRIAN is trying to shed some light,to show a different
perspective of a team and club that is very dear to
all our hearts.It is trying to fill the gap (mome
would say chasm) that exists between the club and its
supporters.The Nottingham Forest directors,management
and even players,in common with most in themse lslands,
have denied for too long the contributions (other

than financial),the enthusiasm and the loyally of the
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- generous selection will be published!

- 50p for two years now,despite rising costs in print-

'and there are still gargantman piles of unsold copies

| All views expressed in

| this magazine are

! those of the individual
authors,who are too
poor to be sued.

Filnbarr’.s
Forest Diary

Longhurst...England v
Hungary (on tie telly,not
goimg to that dump unless I
see Psycho 1lift a cup at
‘the end of it).The Blonde
‘Bomber puts in cross after
cross in the first half and
yet is subbed.England
create far less chances in
the 2nd and Dingo Dorigo
keeps giving the ball away
«.e«esDahn Sarf to Palace.
They've got 2 good players
in Wright and Salako and if
'we finish below them they
whole team should be loaned
out to FC Kuwait.Des has

paying customer.The BRIAN should help them to
understand us; let them know what we want in terms of

amenities,how we feel about the sale of certain
players,to tell them what we feel they are doing
wrong,and what they can do to right it.We have to be
critical - we can't expect them to guess.What they
choose to do with this information is up to theme...
Regarding profits,this journal has held its price at

ing,shop commissions and distribution.When BRIAN
started,in April '88,a great many Forest fans did not
know what a fanzine was.It has taken an immense
amount of time and effort to build up our readership

of some issues.Profits? On several occasions this
magazine has nearly folded due to a lack of funds to
pay the printers and has had to be subsidised from
various sources.Though we are starting to get our
heads out of the water,the BRIAN is very much a
labour of love,often with the emphasis on the
labouring.

This editorial was written out of anger for the

realisation of the stupidity of a few people who
ought to know better.

es«QPR.I know the lads as Nigel's.The debut of
have spent the summer dis- jall-singing,all-dancing Roy
persed across Italy,France, {Keane perked us up a bit
Sweden,Filey & Majorca,but {though,where do we find
they looked like they hard-''em?...Coventry sees the

ly knew each other.Rangers first truly dreadful ref of
would've won had Wegerle ithe season,theugh at least
not kept falling over the the Cops were better and
ball after mesmerising the Jemmo is emerging as a true
defence.New song: "We'll ‘Boys Own Hero (but will he
never keep Des Walker"... start making records??)...

made more mistakes already
this season than in the
last five (ie about 3),and
can we afford any more of
these Crossley cock-ups?
Still,we get a Psychoblast-
er and Derby go bottom...
God signs on for another 3
years in midweek,which
gives us some strength to
cope with...the Monsters

Away to the Scouse and the jReturn of our Psycho,No.1 from the Planet Arse.Like
2-0 defeat wasn't as clear-|in the Hero Dept., Vv .watching your grandmother
cut as it looks.Could Southampton.Can't see the |get mugged by e <

easily have sneaked a point|fuss about Le Tissier.Jemmo Pinter.Presumably the ref
1f only we'd remembered howl|scores another cracker in |rounded the day off at |
to score.Trust Beardsley tolour first 3-pointer,but the George G's watching old:
hit form after a previous  day is marred by the death gardening videos.and

season almost as mediocre ‘' of ex-%rickie David cheating 8t Scrabble. -

My Clamoy!

Welcome to a new regular BRIAN feature.Instead of
having to invent a litany of pathetic excuses (blinded {
by sun,divot on pitch,shoelaces undone,and so on),we |
can now sit back like the rest of the First Division
and enjoy those incredible Chappo misses.Here are a
couple of cuttings to start off the season - each issue
readers are invited to send in newspaper clippings of
outrageous missed sitters by the Big Man,of which a

Sterland,
increasingly influential in attack,
took a pass from Gary McAllister
and aimed an accurate cross to
which Chapman rose, only to send
his header looping over the bar.

Chapman
two good

" Imre Varadi’s spec-

ulative cross arrived at the feet of
Lee Chapman which, in their anxi-
ety, could only scuffle it into the
grateful arms of Les Sealey. .

squandered
chances.

un possession Leeds should have won this match
— but their fate was determined by a host of
missed chances. Lee Chapman fluffed a hatful




FINANCIAL GENIUS SE

Overheard at Anfield: long time loan,obviously.Secondly,lir

Clough has hinted at his impending
retirement many times over the past few
years,and as a man of homour would want
to leave his successor "set up" with a
free hand.0f course,the extra windfall
from a simaltaneous Nigel departure would
be a bonus for the new man.

*Nothing? Most likely.This is after all
the Forest way,finding young "nobodies"
and turning them into stars is what is
enviously known as "the Forest system". A
quote from a non-football interview in
the Times Educational Supplement

recentl

(chant) Brian Clough is a
football genius

Forest fans:

I don't know about that,but
he's good at making money

TBBM S

As this occurred an one of the frequent
occasions during the match when one of
the scouse con-artists was feigning
serious injury,I glanced down at my pro-
gramme and added up the combined cost in
transfer fees of the Forest XI,and came
up with the staggering sum of £535,000
(roughly the value of Des's little toe).
Vhen one considers that the last twelve
months have seen the sale of Webb,Foster,
Pleming, Sheridan,Chapman and Currie at a
combined total of £3.75million,and that
at various times in the past few months
Starbuck,Rice,Carr and Gaynor have been a
signiature away from moves worth a poss-
ible extra £1.4million,if and when Des
pulls on the famous black and white
striped shirt (no,not Notts) there could
be an incredible transfer surplus of
around £10million (even allowing for the
outgoing Sheridan and Currie fees)!!
Interesting statistics,but what's going
on? |

* Asset-stripping? Surely not.If that were
the case,then surely Des would be a Juve
player by now,and the Board would never
have sanctioned she bids for licAllister,
Bett and Tiler.

*Stock-piling? Possibly,for two reasons.
The club do seem finally to have
resolved to upgrade the Bridgford End,
when the full post-Taylor machinery is
in place,and financing most of it from a
transfer surplus is more secure than a

Nev supports Sheffield United, Glasgow Celtic
| and Nottingham Forest “because Brian Clough’s
had to build up a side without the. financial
resources of other clubs. And that’s a different |
ball game altogether from buying a team. I
admire that.”

the big purchases have not been success~
ful (FPash,Wallace,Ward,Sheridan,Currie),
so why throw the money away? Why not put
the resources instead into continuing the
system that's developed Anderson,Woodcock,
Birtles,Davenport,Hodge,Clough,Walker,
Chettle etc over the past fifteen years.
Purely on a demographic basis,Forest will
never have the income potential of the
so-called Big Five from other sources to
fund transfers,wages,ground improvements
etc,so0 the club has decided to play to
its strengths to keep ahead.

Those who refuse to accept this and would
rather see expensive signings than an
expanded youth policy and the new "Walker
Stand" should consult the 81/82 League
table (a not-so-glorious twelfth,our
worst since promotion) for a reminder of
what happened last time. TEACHERMAN .

I wonder if any other read-
ers might be interested
enough in the architectural
gstructural/miscellaneous
trivia of away grounds to
make a mildly diverting
supplement to "Playaway"
worthwhile.I often spend the
time before kick-off study-
ing the surrounding terraces
and stands,imagining what
the ground looked like with
3 times as many fans inside,
noting the idiosyncratic
press box or peculiarly
shaped floodlights,etc. etc.

Ay, i
/ Burnley.Wednesday 10th October.7.30pm. A new ground
for many fans as we haven't played Burnley since
our promotion season.Since then their fortunes have
been converse to ours,dropping down the League and,
in 1987,only clinching 91st spot by a skin-of-the-
teeth victory over Orient in the last game.The
expected renaissance has so far failed to material-
ige,let's hope it doesn'% start with this tie.

Turf Moor is one of the best lower division grounds.
The capacity has actually gone up here in recent
years,so it shouldn't be too much of a mcramble for
tickets.Away fans get the covered terrace opposite
the "Martin Dobson" Stand.

Should be a big turn out,so watch out for the local
small town fugs (although probably the place'll be
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My personal experiences are
limited but have been
embellished from Simon
Inglis' "Football Grounds of
Great Britain".
CHELSEA: The main stand at
Stamford Bridge is one of
only two genuine triple
deckers in the League and
has electrically clearing
gutters! Legend has it that
back in the 60s fans used to

full of old boys mumbling about beating Stuggart and
Napoli and Stade de Reims).Leighton James? - Baaaa.
FANZINE: No,Nay Never 50p from PO Box 999,Nelson,
Lancs. BB9 ODH. Unseen but no doubt it will be
reminiscing about Brian Laws' classic own goals in
the claret and blue.

Chelsea.Saturday 20th m. Chelsea haven't
lost at home for 10 months but they don't seem 80
hot at present.Watch out for the predatory Kevin
Wilson though.Stamford Bridge has seen many a
memorable Forest performance and at least the view
is unobstructed.Disgusting toilets.The Met have

been a bit funny of late,tales from Arsenal & QPR
of people being thrown qut for celebrating goals,
don't know if this also applies to Chelsea.It might
be advisable to keep the Dorigo abuse obscenity-
free...Expect to be kept in for at least 20 mins,
but they will entertain us by flashing up the Derby
score.

FANZINES: Available from the stall between Fulham
Broadway tube station and the Away entrance;

The CHELSEA INDEPENDENT (50p) Loads of well-written

change ends at half-time via
a tunnel under the pitch.The
2nd largest crowd at an
English club ground (82,905)
was recorded here in 1935.
LEEDS: Elland Road was the
first ground in Yorkshire to
install executive boxes
(wow!).The floodlights are,
at 250 feet,the highest in

BUDGEN.

"PHIL-O-FAX"

shows this.Let's face it,many of w—

stuff.Still in love with Pat Nevin.The RED CARD
shaped lamp holders at the (50p) More earthy.Lots of interviews and childhood
top). memories.More in love with Chopper Harris. :
Leeds United.3rd November (unless on TV).3pm. Don't forget your Brown trousers.
This game will attract the worst elements of the Forest support,but hopefully
they'll be unable to get in as the away allocation is only @ 1,500.The home fans
are within spitting distance and the atmosphere is as intimidating as they come.
But then our boys have played at hotbeds like Anfield and Derby so they're used
to it (I don't think).We had a fair record here once (our rise coincided with
their decline),so hopefully we'll be going for more than a point and a quick
exit.We'll laugh at McAllister & Chappo but I'm glad to see Chris Fairclough back
in Divvy 1.FANZINES: It is easy to believe that all Leeds fans are morons but it

is patently untrue.If you want proof then _ignore the 'Bulldog' sellers and search

the League (note the diamond

by

out™Marching Altogether"(anti-racist,FREE),the very readable "Hanging Sheep",the
n"Peacock" (fact rather than controversy)& "The Square Ball" (glossy,pricey,elassy).
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THE MAGIC FRIRT ALD
KEN DOOD AREN'T

; SR l EL s ' \ N\
NB: THE ARTIST (LIOULD LIKE TO REMIND RERDERS TWaT BRIAN IS GOP, & THE
ABOVE 1S PUREL7 A NUVIEROVUS MISREPRESEMNIHTNION OF A FOOTBRLL GENIUS .
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