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Thus read the headline
in GOAL magazine prior
to the game at the City
Ground on August 24th
1968. between Leeds
United. who were to win
the First Division
Championship. and
Nottingham Forest., who
were not. A warm sunny
day saw over 31,000
spectators file onto the
terraces. ATV's "Star
Soccer' cameras were
even there to record the
action. The afternoon
was to prove exciting 1in
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more ways than one...
FOREST TEAM: Williamson:
Hindley: Winfield:
Hennessey: McKinlay:

Newton: Lyons: Barnwell:
Hall; Moore: Hilley.
Sub: "Sammy" Chapman.

The match itself looked
like swinging 1in
Forest's favour - had 1t
gone on long enough. Rod
Belfitt had headed Leeds
in front from a Billy
Bremner cross. only for
Dave Hilley to equalise:
lan Moore crashed a shot
against the bar and
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ﬁhrry Lyons hit the saide

easier to score. The
score was 1—-1 as the
half-time whistle blew
and the players made
their way down the
tunnel. At this point
fans in the centre of
the Main Stand were
already becoming uneasy
as wisps of smoke
appeared from beneath
their seats. Within
seconds the players were
back on the field having
discovered their
dressing rooms ablaze!
The stand gquickly

emptied onto the pitch
as the tlames spread:

ATV hastily abandoned
their cameras with one
technician scrambling
down the scaffolding
gantry i1n his urgency to
escape (Later the BBC
News cameras arriving on
the scene took agreat
delight 1n filming the
destruction of thousands
of pounds worth of their
rivals' equipment!). By
now evervyvone was on the
pitch:; players &
officials. and
supporters rendering
their own version of
"Fire" (a recent chart-
topper by the Crazy
World of Arthur Brown).
A few scuffles ensued
between rival fans but
most attention was

focussed on the stand.
Atter what seemed an
eternity to those
watching. the Fire
Service arrived and
began to tackle the
blaze. helped by
spectators who ran the
hose and 1n some cases
agtually aided 1in the
rfire-fighting. A lot of
criticism was heaped on
the Fire Service that
day. in fairness all
unjustified. The first
call was received at
3.43pm, the first
appliance despatched
from West Bridgford
arrived at 3.48pm, a
mere 5 minutes later.
Subsequent appliances
were to follow from the
City Centre, Carlton and
Beeston. Most people are
unaware that the Fire
service are bound by
attendance times to an
incident. times laid

down by the Home Office
and dependant on which
grea the fire ralls 1in.

Every area 1in the
‘country falls 1nto one
of four categories: A,

B C& D: "A" being the
mest serious. covering
City Centres. "D" covers
the areas of least
population. 1e the
countryside. The City
Ground lies within a
risk category. which
means that when an
incident occurs an
aopliance must be there
within 5 minutes.
followed by a second
within 8 minutes.

rule was adhered to. but
when vou're hanging out
ot your bedroom window
with your arse on fire
rive minutes can seem a
hell of a long time!

The second main
criticism concerned the
fire—fighter's
concentration on the
back of the stand when
to those on the pitch
the front seemed to be
the most obvious target.
In fact, the fire had
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started with a fault in
the Main Stand oil-fired
central heating boiler.
which was situated at
the rear of the stand
between the two dressing
rooms. and was fed by a
large oil tank. It was
imperative to prevent
the o1l tank from
rupturing for obvious
reasons. hence the
concentration of
activities at the rear.
Most of the mailn
structure of the stand
was saved - as shown by
the speed in which 1t

was rebuilt - but the
opportunity to build a

better stand was lost.
The Nottingham Chamber
Of Commerce wanted
Forest to move grounds
(sound familiar?). but
that fell through when
no—one could come up
with a sensible
suggestion as to where
they should move TO.
The only real
casualties of the day
were the loss of two
possible points. melted
trophies and the
destruction of club
records. The gate

presents of one of the
office girls. Poor old
Jackie Charlton lost hais
World Cup winners yatch
along with his clothes -
as did all the Leeds
players who had to
travel home 1n taxis 1n
their playing strip!
Notts County (bless
immediately offered
their assistance and a
temporary move to Meadow
Lane was soon forth-
coming. The quote of the

‘em)

.day. though, must go to
the 'prophet' Tony
Woods. the then Forest

Chairman. who beamed
“"Out of the ashes we can
rise’”. By December 2nd
manager Johnny Carey had .
been sacked. superstar
Joe Baker wanted a
transfer and Forest were
bottom of Division One
with only one win to
their credit (a 5-2
victory at West Brom!).
We weren't to suffer
relegation that season
but we were about to
suffer the arrivai of
one Matt Gillies from
Leicester City. and we
all know where Forest
went from there. don't

receipts were saved, but We:
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THE WRECKAGE .






























































































































