THE LIGHT RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM

The promotion of public transport as a greener
alternative to the car is beginning to gain ground
in many British cities, and it is LRT (Light
Rapid Transit) that is being heralded as the way
forward for the 90’s.

If funding for the £68 Million Nottingham LRT
project is found, then a route from the City
Centre out to Hucknall will be constructed before

the end of the decade, complementing the route
of the Robin Hood rail line.

The LRT route should provide fast and
convenient access to the city centre for those
living near the route, or accessible to ‘feeder
buses’, and also for car users making use of Park
_and Ride sites.

It is hoped that a Network of LRT routes will
eventually be constructed, providing similar
benefits to other areas of Greater Nottingham.

The Light Rail Vehicle (LRV) runs on electricity
collected from overhead wires, and therefore
does not produce large quantities of exhaust
gases - a single LRV produces 1,000 times less
carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons that the
average car.

The construction of such a major infrastructural
scheme is bound to cause some short term
environmental disadvantages, but these should
be outweighed by the long term benefits of less
air and noise pollution, and of having access to
a comfortable and efficient public transport
system.

- Simon H Johnson.

The Greater Nottingham Light Rapid Transit
System is jointly sponsored by Notts County
Council with Nottingham City Council and
Nottingham Development Enterprise.

CYCLING AND ITS BENEFITS

As environmental consciousness continues to
grow, the benefits of cycling as a serious means
of transport are becoming increasingly
recognised.

In the Nottingham Area the local cycling
campaign group Pedals has been promoting
cycling since 1979, and it is gratifying to see a
much greater interest in the bike.

The dangers to health and our environment from
motor traffic are now widely appreciated. The
Cyclists’ Touring Club has calculated that a
20% switch of non-walking trips to cycling
would reduce vehicle exhaust emissions by
30,000 tonnes of Nitrogen Oxides and 4.5 million
tonnes of Carbon Dioxide.

A recent report from the British Medical
Association argued that the potential benefits of
getting more people to use bikes regularly would
far exceed, in terms of ‘life years added’, the
adverse factors of accidents.

Most trips in urban areas are short and for
practical purposes, for which the bike is often
very appropriate, especially when it comes to
beating rush hour jams. On most trips it actually
rains much less often than non-cyclists assume,
and only rarely do you get a real soaking!

A great deal remains to be done to make cycling
really safe and attractive, but Pedals intents to
continue to make the most of these many potential
benefits!

For information about Pedals, contact
Hugh McClintock on 816206

The latest Greater Nottingham Cycle Route
Network map (published by Nottinghamshire
County Council) is now available from local
libraries.

STOP THE ORBITAL PROPOSAL

The Chairperson of Nottinghamshire County
Council’s Environment Committee - Mr Terry
Butler - was asked to comment on the Orbital
Road Proposal. This is the comment given:

‘The current plan is to safeéuard the route of the
proposed road while public transport is further
promoted.

continued

The County Council is doing everything possible
to promote public transport with limited
resources, but further government support is
needed. If there is enough take-up of public
transport opportunities, the road will not be
needed in the foreseeable future.’
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ALTERNATIVES
TO THE CAR

With the Government forecasting a doubling
of traffic over the next thirty years, this seems
an appropriate time to consider methods of
reducing the impact of the car, and considering
alternatives.

Simple measures such as cleaner and more
fuel efficient vehicles could help to cut
pollution levels. However if the number of
cars increases as expected, the amount of
waste gas produced and energy consumed
would still increase.

The number of vehicles on the road could be
reduced by making fuel more expensive and
charging for road usage. Such changes would
have to be accompanied by more public
transport and a more viable rail network for
goods. Public transport can provide much
cleaner forms of travel than the car - for
example, rail travel produces half as much
Carbon Dioxide per passenger as car travel.

In Nottinghamshire the County Council
Transport Policies and programme for 1994-
95 includes a larger section than last year on
public transport. However, the budgets for
1994-99 include £131 Million for spending
on roads, with only £20.9 Million for public
transport.

Jason Cozens,

Nottingham Friends of the Earth.

The Velo-City International Conference took
place in Nottingham from 6th-9th September,
with the theme of ‘The Civilised City: New
Transport Priorities’. The conference was
attended by 450 people from around 40 countries.

The main organisers of the conference were
Notts County Council and the European Cyclists’
Federation, in conjunction with the Department
of Transport, Nottingham City Council and the
Nottingham Cycle Campaign group ‘Pedals’.

Local site visits gave delegates a chance to voice
their opinions on Nottingham’s record in cycle
planning. Many of the observations from visitors
about Nottingham’s schemes supported the need
for more radical solutions in providing cycle
infrastructure - including a greater readiness to
take space for cyclists from drivers rather than
pedestrians.

Providing for the cyclist does not mean only the
provision of cycle paths and crossings, but also
attention to measures such as traffic-calming.
These measures have often been missed in the
UK through insensitive design and construction,

- Participants in the Velo-City Sponsored Cycle

and discussion of experience in other European

countries tended to highlight this problem.

The discussions on the respective roles of the

bike and public transport were particularly

useful. The majority seemed to agree on the
need for comprehensive policies to integrate the
bicycle with public transport, maximising their
ability to provide a viable alternative to the car.

Better provision for carrying bikes on trains and
trams is one important component of integration.
Plans for privatisation in the UK make the
prospect of achieving this here that much harder,
a stark contrast with cities like Berlin or Basle,
where such integration is becoming much
stronger.

A German speaker, Werner Brég, stressed in a
plenary session that politicians in several
different countries he has studied tend to greatly
underestimate growing public support for
policies to change transport priorities and restrict
the role of the car.
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HELP NEEDED

Volunteers from rural communities in parts
of Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe are

needed to plant Autumn bulbs during |

October. You could help to improve your
local environment with displays of bluebells,
snowdrops and daffodils.

For more information, contact Carolyn
Finnie of The Greater Nottingham
Groundwork Trust on 799227.

VILLAGE
ENVIRONMENT
COURSE

A 6 week course covering environmental
and conservation topics is now available
for villages. The group taking part in the
course chooses from a selection of topics at
the first meeting.

Contact Pat Glaister of Notts Rural
Community Council on 0636 815267

GUIDED WALKS

A leaflet describing a range of guided walks
is now available from Notts County Council.

| The walks range from 1 mile to 12 miles in

length, and most of the walks are free.

To order a copy of the leaflet, phone 774424 |

GREEN OFFICE
CATALOGUE

' Green Office (formerly the Green Business

Company) has recently launched a new

catalogue of Environmentally Friendly and |

Non-Toxic products. Green Office will
deliver products from the catalogue to local
offices.

As almost half of the UK working population
is employed in offices, they can make a
major contribution towards reducing
environmental damage. A green office
purchasing policy could include buying
recycled paper, re-usable products (such as
re-inked printer ribbons), and long life
products (such as long-life light-bulbs).

For more information, contact Green Office
on 497458.
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