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In the Indian cities of Bombay and Bangalore
more than 100,000 street children survive by
working as ‘rag-pickers’, collecting rubbish from
the streets to sort for the recycling industry.

Rag-pickers are crucial to the recycling process,
yettheir working conditions are appalling. Toxic
waste contaminates most rubbish tips, and many
children suffer from TB, bronchitis and - because

of their low wages - malnutrition. Powerful

‘slum agents’ demand a cut of the rag-pickers
earnings.

However, not all rag-pickers work in these
conditions. In Bangalore, seven hostels provide
shelter, meals and schooling for the children.
One shelter - RED (Rag-pickers Educational
Development) - has persuaded local companies
to send their rubbish directly to the shelter.

MAYA'(Movement for Awareness of Youth
Alternatives), which is supported by the UK
charity ActionAid, negotiates with local

employers to secure permanent jobs for boys:

over the age of 14 (the legal working age) from
the RED shelter.
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Things are beginning to change in other cities
too.In Madras, alocal organisation has negotiated
with city authorities to let rag-pickers clear the
rubbish from the streets. They are paid 800
rupees a month which, in addition to their rag-

- picking income, is good money.

For more information about ActionAid, phone
071 281 4101. |

If you would like to donate to ActionAid, send
cheques to:

Room 1, ActionAid, Chataway House,
Chard Business Park, Somerset TA20 1 FA.

This article was compiled using extracts from an

article written by Steve Brace and Rebecca Dodd
of Action Aid.

The photo shows ‘rag-pickers’ working in
Bangalore, India. (Courtesy of ActionAid).

GREEN ISSUES
IN SUDAN

Sudanisalarge country with adiverse ecological -

system - including desert, savanna, mountain
scrub and swamp, as well as a diverse ethnic and
cultural set-up.

This diversity increases the difficulty of solving
the environmental problems facing the country.

Like most poor countries, Sudan depends almost
entirely on agriculture as the basis ofits economy.

However, soil degradation and grassland
depletion can lead to desertification (areas of
land turning into desert) - a phenomenon
increasingly affecting western regions of Sudan.

Whether as a result of desertification or man-
made factors such as the civil war in the South,
large numbers of people are moving into already
overcrowded towns and cities.

This increase in population pressure has led toa
decline in public health and sanitary standards.

The lack of maintenance to public services has
caused frequent outbreaks of diseases such as
Malaria and Dysentery.

Despite all the problems, steps are being taken to
cut down on environmental degradation, and to
preserve resources.

One example is the Kennana sugar plantation,
where cane husks are saved for burning, as a
source of power for processing the sugar.

CAMPAIGNING FOR
TRIBAL PEOPLES

1994 is the 25th anniversary of Survival
International - the only international
organisation dedicated to campaigning solely
for tribal peoples.

Robin Hanbury-Tenison - Survival’s president
- travelled through the Borneo interior with
Nyapun, a nomadic hunter-gatherer, before
the local rain-forests were almost all cut down.
Nyapun was completely in tune with his
environment - if it started to rain, he would
build a dry shelter before they became wet,
and could find all his food in the forest. Today
Nyapun and most of his fellow Penan in
Sarawak live in wooden shacks built for them
by the state. There is little game left to hunt,
and the polluted rivers have few fish.

For over thirty years, international law on
tribal populations has stated that they have full
legal right to their land. However, tribal people
are often seen merely as an obstacle to the
bulldozers and chainsaws used to remove
minerals, oil and wood from remote areas.

Survival have had numerous successes - for
example persuading Scott paper to pull out of

This article was written by Sara El-Nager, a
student at Nottingham Trent University, who
visited Sudan last summer and collected
information from the head of the Institute of
Environmental Studies -at the University of
Khartoum.

a project in Indonesia, preserving the forest
homes of 15,000 people. But there is still much
to do, as atrocities continue on an alarming scale.
The massacre of more than 100 Jummas in
Bangladesh last November is just one example.

Fora free information pack on tribal people and

howyoucanjoinSurvival please contact Survival
International, 310 Edgware Road, London W2
IDY, or phone 071 723 5535.

Collecting and repalrmg ols foruse |

by self-help groups in the Third World
Contact Ron Kenning on 505912 ext 416

TRAIDCRAFT
Selling Third World food
and crafts at fair prices

~ Contact Mo Gillingwater on 226243

'WORLD DEVELOPMENT
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Contact Michael Brueck

- OXFAM CAMPAIGNS
 Phone 423892
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BANKING ON DESTRUCTION?

Nottingham Friends of the Earth

(FoE) were last month leafleting
customers of the main high street
banks, urging them to move their
accounts as part of a national day of
action on rain-forest destruction.

The ‘Big 4’ banks in the UK (Midland, Lloyds,
Barclays and NatWest) between them hold
billions of pounds of debt, which is crippling
Third World countries and contributing - along
with banks in other western countries - to rain-
forest destruction. The banks can easily afford to
cancel the debts, and have even set aside money
for this purpose.

In order to pay these debts Third World countries
are forced to damage their natural resources.
Rain-forest destruction has almost doubled since
the debt crisis began and is getting worse, as land
is cleared for timber and to cultivate crops for

export. The destruction of natural assets has also
led to many of the world’s poorest people losing
their homes and livelihoods.

FoE have been campaigning for the banks to
cancel Third World debts for the last four years,
and nearly 10,000 people have pledged to take
further action unless the debts are cancelled. The
banks have not yet eliminated the debts, and FoE
are now asking people to move their accounts.

Nottingham FoE spokesperson Tim Gray said
‘the rain-forests are being plundered to make
vast profits for the banks. If the public don’t want

- their money used in this way, they must change

their bank before it changes the rain-forests’. If
you do move your account, it is important to let
your bank know why your are doing so.

For more information, contact Tim Gray on
431145, or Nigel Lee on 788059. |

Nottingham Friends of the Earth.

Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to
share information and build links between all individuals
and organisations in the Nottingham and South Notts
area with an interest in the environment.
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Freedraftproofing and loftinsulation
are available for people receiving
particular benefits - with grants from
the Energy Efficiency Fund. Contact
Save It Nottingham Ltd on 260785.

‘Get a Grip on Litter’ week takes
place from 15-24th April. For

information about local activities phone
0636 610320.

The Veggie Bus has recently been set
up to provide information about
environmental and other issues, as well
as selling cruelty-free products,
vegetarian and vegan food. 7o book the

bus for your event, contact Paul on
585666. |

Freewheelers - The National Lift-share
agency (with nearly 11,000 members
and a security system to protect
members) was re-launched last month.

Contact Lindsay Gill on 091 222 0094.

OPEN SPACES

The Open Spaces Society are hoping to
develop a county-wide organisation in
Nottinghamshire, and are looking for
members of the public interested in getting
involved.

The Society aims to monitor and protect
open spaces such as village greens, common
land and rights of way.

Contact Mr Chris Thompson, 21 Spindle
View, Calverton, Nottingham, NG14 6HF.

‘ADOPT A SITE’

Gedling Borough Council would like to
hear from any groups interested in ‘adopting’
a local recycling site. Groups could help by
regularly checking the site and distributing
leaflets, or by collecting material for
recycling from people unable to reach the

site. Assistance with production of leaflets
and other needs can be provided.

Local groups could also ‘adopt’ an area of
local green space - for example by helping
- with planting.

Formoreinformation, contact Rob Crowder
on 675258.
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