COMMUNITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT |

BULWELL ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP

Bulwell Environmental Group (B.E.G.) was
formed in 1990 when Green Belt land was
threatened by plans for a Business Park. Members
of Bulwell Women’s Institute decided to form
B.E.G. to campaign against the proposals, and
also work on other environmental issues.

Although we are only a small group we have
worked alongside the Groundwork Trust, BTCV
and Notts Wildlife Trust, and we have had
speakerson very varied subjects of environmental
importance.

Wehave very close links with local schools, who

are always willing to help when we do litter
picks, tree planting, and other projects. Last
Autumn children from Cantrell Road School

helped to plant around 3,000 daffodil bulbs on
_grass verges next to the River Leen in Bulwell.

Recently we have become involved with CSV,
again through the Notts Federation of Womens
Institutes, to act as Environmental Wardens.
This is a pilot scheme being operated in several
cities around the country. It’s main objectives
are to map your local area, identifying
environmental problems. These can coverawide
range of issues - such as litter, dog mess, or lack
of pavements being dropped for disabled people.

Our members do not just include WI members -
we have quite a few men who work in a variety
of occupations, and also some who are retired. If
anyone is interested in the group they will be
made very welcome.
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Pupils from Springfield Junior doing a litter-Pick in Bulwell Hall Park in April.
Photo courtesy of Bulwell Environmental Group.

Please contact myself (Diana Langley) on 273813, or Mr Frank Wheatley (our new chairperson)

on 274597.

TOP VALLEY ACTION

1994 has seen some exciting environmental action
at Top Valley community Centre (TVCC) and
the surrounding areas. At the beginning of the
year the team at TVCC had a general idea of
doing something to raise environmental
awareness in Top Valley, focusing on issues
most relevant to the local area.

A Community Development approach has been
adopted, which included talking to people on the
streets, public meetings, and liaison sessions
with local schools, libraries, clinics, churches,
pubs and shops.

Local groups of people then created positive
initiatives, which encouraged direct action by
the community. One example was a playscheme
set up over Easter.

Through a process of groupwork and training
initiatives, awareness was raised about ‘green’
issues, and this became the theme for the scheme
- to which 60 children came and had lots of fun
learning. |

Ourrelationship with Top Valley Comprehensive
has developed very positively through their
surveys onenvironmental and conservation needs

in Top Valley. The school displayed all their
findings at our Festival, held in June.

Environment Week focused on local initiatives
such as street based scrap projects with young
people, art from scrap for children, local groups
looking at recycling, and school workshops.

The week climaxed with a free one day
Community Pavements Festival where work

- generated during the week was displayed in the

area.

On the pavements in Top Valley local bands and
street entertainers performed whilst children were
entertained and information distributed. The day
was a great success in raising awareness of issues
and creating unity amongst local people.

In the future TVCC hopes to further strengthen
the links between the centre and all sections of

the community, to enable more projects to

develop.

If you wish to find out more, contact Lesley on
794625.

Lesley Walker (with thanks to Adam Wdlker).
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The Nottingham Green Festival takes place on Sunday 4th September,
from 11am until 6pm at Victoria Embankment.

RURAL CELEBRATION

Every rural community is unique - a subtle blend of location, history and
personalities. Rural Action has organised a one day conference to recognise some

ofthe features which make Nottinghamshire rural communities ‘special’. Celebrating

Local Distinctiveness is on Saturday 24th September, at Farndon Memorial Hall,

Farndon, near Newark from 9.30am-3pm.

The main speaker will be Sue Clifford from
Common Ground, acharity probably best known
for their work on Parish Maps and encouraging
awareness of English apples. Sue Clifford’s talk
and slides will recognise the distinctive character
of familiar surroundings, and help you ensure
that future generations will enjoy the richness of

your locality.

The conference has seven further sessions, of
which people can choose to take part in two.
These include:

® Ideas for the design and making of Parish
Maps

* Howto carry outa Village Appraisal, to take
stock of what is happening in your village

®* How your village can recycle ‘rubbish’
®* How to get the most from your camera
* A look at the County of Nottinghamshire

®* A demonstration of pole lathe turning

At the end of the day there will be songs and
poems from the duo From Trad to Verse. The

cost of the conference will be £5.00, which

includes lunch, tea and coffee.

For more information, or to book a place,
contact Jane Zdanowski, Rural Action,
Minster Chambers, Church Street, Southwell,

Nottinghamshire, NG25 OHD, or phone 0636

815267.
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A Guide to Nottingham’s Parks and
Green Spaces for people with
disabilitieshasbeen produced by BTCV.
Call 313316 to order a copy.

The Business Recycling Scheme has
moved to the Nottingham Furniture
Service (Alfred Street, Nottingham).
The scheme welcomes donations of
business furntture or equipment, which
is distributed to voluntary groups.

Contact Pat Gunn or Terry Campbell
on 570295.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST
THE ARMS TRADE

The Arms Trade clearly contributes to
environmental damage - for example during
the Gulf War. The Campaign Against the
Arms Trade (CAAT) is calling for the huge
sums currently spent on arms to be invested
in environmental and social programmes -
both at home and abroad.

The CAAT week of action takes place from
3rd-11th of September. If you would like to
help with activities please contact Rob
Preston, c/o the Rainbow Centre, 182
Mansfield Road, Nottingham, NG1 3HW,
or phone 585666.

For more information contact CAAT,

11 Goodwin Street, London, N4 3HQ.
Rob Preston, Nottingham CAAT contact.

PETROL STATION
PROTEST

Kimberley Against the Petrol Station
(KAPS) was formed last December to
oppose the building of a petrol station next
to a primary school - at Sainsbury’s in
Kimberley.

The group decided to promote a boycott of
Sainsbury’s, as well as lobbying Broxtowe
District Council and picketing outside the
store. The District council hasgiven planning
permission, but our case is now with the
local Ombudsman. ‘

You can help by boycotting Sainsbury’s,
writing to their head office, and writing to
the local and national press.

Contact Iris Rddford on 385508,
or Marice Carter on 459895.










