ENVIRONMENTAL CAMPAIGNING

USING YOUR VOICE

Some people may not like the democratic system
we have, but it still compares favourably to much
of the world - so let’s use it!
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You can contact your elected representatives at
three levels:

Your MEP (Member of the European
Parliament).

For the big issues, the European Parliament
increasingly holds the key - European law tends
to set the pace for environmental standards in
Britain.

Your MP (Member of Parliament).
Thereisclear evidence thatrepresentations made
by MPsto ministers do make a significant impact
on policy decisions. You can also suggest that
your MP asks parliamentary questions, or ask
. him/her to seek further information on your
behalf. When writing, do so as a concerned
individual, and encourage others to write on the
same issue. MPs and MEPs also hold regular
surgeries where you can make an appointment to
seek their help.

Your local Councils.
In Nottinghamshire, at least for the time being,
you have a choice of contacting your County,

District and (if you live in a rural area), your
Parish Council. At County and District level
(District here includes the City and Borough
Councils), elected members represent wards,
and will be members of one or more committee
- which make decisions about the policies of the
Council.

Council members can be contacted by letter, or
through attending surgeries.

Ideas that will gain your local Councillor support
from the community which elected them are
bound to be of interest. You can also monitor
Council minutes and attend meetings.

Your local Council or library will be able to give
you information about who represents you, and
who does what in your local Council, as well as
providing a guide to Council services and how
they work.

If you need advice about where to start on a

¢ particular issue, contact the relevant Council

officers.

If you would like to find out more about how
local government works, ‘Holding Your Ground’
by Angela King and Sue Clifford (published by

| 6146 or wrzte to CO ’
Nottingham, NG1 3AJ.

'-?7b Broad Street

Temple Smith), contains a useful section on this
subject.

Phil Keynes,

Notts County Council Environment Officer.

If you want your press release to be taken
seriously, keep it to one main point, and keep it
short. If possible, type it double spaced on one
side of paper only, and include a daytime phone
number where you can be contacted.

One of the first things journalists are taught is
that anews story must answer five key questions:

* Who didit?
* What did they do?

®  Where?
® When? and
* Why?

A good journalist can answer all five questions in
the first sentence. If your press release doesn’t
answer all of these questions, it can’t be turned
into a news story.

It also helps to look at the way stories are
presented in the paper, radio or television station
which you are contacting.

Journalists also learn to always put the most
striking point first - to grip the readers attention.
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any further issues in dispute become the subjects
of Public Enquiries. Thisisachance for campaign
groups to continue with opposition or support
towards any particular policy.

Ifyou would like to read a more detailed version
of this article, contact Julie Scott, c/o FIELDS,
Simkins Farm, Adbolton Lane, West Bridgford,
Nottingham, NG2 54S.

WRITING PRESS RELEASES

You should do the same if you want to grab the
journalist’s interest.

Don’t worry if you can’t get over your most
interesting point and answer all five questions in
one sentence. That is what the journalist is paid
to do. But it is worth trying - if only to get an
insight into how a journalist will try to get their
head around your press release.

So, to write a release - First, write down the most

interesting point you have to make. Second, tick
off which of the five questions this answers.
Then add answers to the other questions as
briefly as possible. It is also useful to include
some quotes from someone. Finally, tear it up
and do it again until you are happy with it.

If you are interviewed for radio stick to the main
point in your press release.

Nigel Lee of Nottingham Friends of the Earth.
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John Heppell MP signs the pledge, during the Greenpeace ‘Day of Action’
over Norway's resumption of whaling, last July. Photo courtesy of Phil Edmondson.

Morris Dancers protest against the proposed Fourth Trent Crossing last June.
Events such as this can make a major difference to the success of an environmental campaign —
the subject of this month’s GNN feature. (Photo courtesy of Nottingham Evening Post).

‘OUR GLOBAL FUTURE’ FESTIVAL

The East Midlands’ first major environmental festival will take place in Nottingham
in May, as part of the United Nations 50th Anniversary programme.

The aim of the festival will be to give
people ideas about how they can take
action to protect the environment,
by providing a ‘shop window’

development.
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The event will take place from 18-21
May, at Harvey Hadden Sports
Centrein Bilborough, and isbeing
supported by Nottingham City

of initiatives, products and GL(n B Q I Council and Notts County
services related to sustainable 9 S Council.

Our Global Future will bring 3
together exhibits from a wide &Q
range of companies, government ‘./70
and local authorities, and ‘green’ 3
groups. These will focus on local
initiatives aimed at helping to tackle global
environmental issues. The Youth Environment
Forum will provide a chance for young people to
take part in the festival — with environmental
workshops to discuss ideas, and a presentation
by young people to festival visitors.
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For more information about
the Festival, or to book a stand,

contact Alison Marshall on

O
. 01675 443066.

If you would like to take part in the Youth
Environment Forum, contact Jo Ward at The
Narrowboat Project, Fellows, Morton & Clayton
Wharf, Canal Street, Nottingham, or phone 950
3792.

Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to
share information and build links between all individuals

and organisations in the Nottingham and South Notts
area with an interest in the environment.
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BROAD MARSH CYCLE

LOCKERS

The new cycle lockers in the Broad Marsh
multi-storey car park are now available for
use, at 50p for up to 24 hours. These lockers
provide an alternative site to those already
established at Trinity Square car park. Both
sets of lockers were funded by the
Nottingham Green Partnership.

Toreservealockerupto24 hoursinadvance,

phone 953 6223 (Broad Marsh), or 953
6221 (Trinity Square). This item is based on
an article in the Pedals newsletter.

DIOXINS CAMPAIGN

The Nottingham Womens’ Environment
Network will shortly be launching a letter
writing campaign about dioxins, with the
aim of reducing the proliferation of these
lethal toxins - emitted into the environment
by incineration and other industrial
processes.

Campaigning need not be restricted to
hyperactive die-hards, swinging from trees
and waving placards. Those who are tied to
the home can participate in letter writing
campaigns such as this one, which can have
as least as much impact as ‘street-level’
campaigning.

If you would like to help, contact Chris on
975 3603, or Margaret on 960 5843.

GOING GREEN li

This is a repeat of the successful 1993
event, which provided an introduction to
Youth Work and the Environment for part
time youth workers and other people
working with young people. Going Green 11
takes place from 11-12 February at the
Holme Pierrepont Lakeside Adventure Base.

To find out more or to book a place, contact
Jo Ward on 950 5792.










