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ABOUT NOTTINGHAM F

It is now about four or ýve years since, one
fatalistic summerôs evening, I decided to go
along to one ofNottingham Friends ofthe Earthôs
public meetings. Like most of my fellow-
members, I wanted to use some ofmy spare time
to help campaign on environmental issues, and
in the process make friends with like minded
people. This we have certainly done.

Friends of the Earth aims to inþuence decision
makers at political and commercial levels, as
well as transform public opinion, to favour the
protection, conservation and restoration of the
natural environment and the wise use of natural
resources. FoE has developed a holistic approach
to environmental, economic and social issues, in
the knowledge that these cannot be successfully
tackled other than in an integrated way.

Many of the faces at Nottingham FoE have
changed since that ýrst summerôs evening, and
only a handful of the old stalwarts are still
around. Despite all the departures (we seem to
have a ómoving madô membership), and thanks
to the many arrivals we have also seen, this group
has now been going for around seven years,
since its launch by Jonathan Porritt.

Our campaigning subgroups have worked on
many environmental issues, ranging from
Recycling, Transport and Rainforests to the
Protection of Wildlife Sites, and campaigns for
Renewable Energy, and againstNuclear Energy.
We have also been busy organising seminars,
attending conferences and holding many stalls
and days of action.

So why not come along to one of our monthly
public meetings and ýnd out what weôre up to?
The meetings take place every second Thursday

CAMPAIGNS
IENDS OF THE EARTH TRANSPORT _

ante month at? 30pm atthe County Library on
Angel Row in Nottingham (there is no access
after 8pm). Come and join us, meet new people,
and do your bit to help protect our planet. Itôs
easy really ð simply writing a letter to express
your opinion can make a difference, and will
make you feel good, too!

Astrid Cordon, Nottingham F0E Co-ordinator.

Nottingham F0E campaigning against the
óBig Fourô banks role in Rainforest

destruction (through Third World debt), in
Nottingham City Centre last March.
Photo courtesy ofNottingham F0E.

BIODIVERSITY AND HABITATS
When I joined Nottingham Friends of the Earth
in 1989 there was an established sub-group
campaigning on rainforest issues. The aims of
the group were to protect Rainforests by stopping
the trade in tropical hardwoods, whilst
encouraging the purchase of other rainforest
products. The campaigning work was focused
on two areas ð increasing public awareness of
the role of the High Streetbanks in rainforest
destruction, and reducing sales of tropical
hardwoods through the DIY chainstores.

At a local level, we worked hard at producing the
Nottingham Good Wood Guide. This booklet
not only contains background information on
Rainforests and their destruction, but also
suggests suitable alternatives to hardwoods for
various purposes, listing local retailers who don't
stock tropical hardwoods or use only reclaimed
timber. At an intemational level, we worked
with the Childrenôs Tropical Forest (UK) fund,
purchasing tracts ofrainforest in Costa Rica, and
encouraging other groups to do the same.

It became obvious that the successes of
campaigning against the destruction of tropical
hardwoods were having a detrimental effect on
temperate hardwoods and forests, especially in
Canada and Russia. Friends of the Earth then
reorganised its campaigns at national level,
forming the Biodiversity and Habitats campaign
- which aims to protect all endangered species
and the habitats in which they exist. Nottingham
FoE then reorganised its campaigns to ýt this
pattern.

The local Biodiversity and Habitats group is
currently working on two campaigns. One aims
to tighten up the legislation protecting (or failing
to protect) the countryôs SSSIs (Sites of Special
Scientiýc Interest, such as Attenborough Nature
Reserve), and the other aims to raise the proýle
of the óMahogany is Murderô campaign. There
was a day of action on SSSIs in October, when
we held a stall in town and collected signatures
on a petition calling for improved protection for
wildlife sites.

-.

Transport is one of the most important and
urgent environmental issues. Ever-increasing
numbers of cars on our roads are a major
source of air pollution, with effects such as
acid rain, climate change and damage to human
health. The Nottingham FoE Transport sub
group has been involved in a variety ofactivities
over recent years, focusing on different aspects
of the issue.

Since Spring 1993 we have mainly been
involved in opposition to road schemes
proposed by Nottinghamshire County Council.
We linked with many other local groups to
mobilise public opposition to the Greater
Nottingham Orbital, a huge and
environmentally unsound scheme. The County
Council eventually decided to remove the
road from its Structure Plan altogether ð-ð a
major victory for all the groups involved.

More recently attention has focused on the
proposed Fourth Trent Crossing bridge and
road between Colwick and Lady Bay. We
think it would be environmentally damaging,
not least because trafýc will just expand to ýll
the new space. In summer 1994 the Countyôs
glossy and expensive consultation display
toured several venues. At each venue groups
opposing the scheme, including us, staffed a
display explaining the problems with the
scheme.

In June 1994 we held a seminar on trafýc, air
pollution and its effects on health. Experts
gave presentations from pollution control,
medical, asthma sufferersô and campaign group
viewpoints. The event went well, and this
strand is one weôd like to follow up. Weô ll also
be keeping an eye on road plans and promoting
public transport. Our Transport campaign is
on the back bumer at the moment, but if you
feel like hotting it up do get in touch.

For more information contact Tim Gray
on 922 3439.

This petition was presented to Jim Lester MP in
December, along with a booklet detailing the
damage done to SSSIs, and a copy of more
adequate legislation drafted by Friends of the
Earth.

The Mahogany campaign is warming up to a
week of action between 1 lth and 18th February,
which will include local and national events
designed to discourage the purchase ofmahogany.

For further information about the Nottingham
Friends of the Earth Biodiversity and Habitats
Group or the Nottingham Good Wood Guide
Qoriced .Ã1 .29 includingp&p), contact./ill Gross
on 953 8843.
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OIL SPILL
 THREATENS WILDLIFE

On Wednesday 4th January a 14 wagon train hit a broken rail close to the
railway bridge on Nottingham Road near Sandiacre, causing 4 tankers to de-
rail. Several thousand gallons ofdiesel were spilled onto nearby land, much
ofitpouring into the river Erewash, only 3 miles up stream ofthe Attenborough
Gravel Pits Nature Reserve. The pollution threatened not only the wildlife
of the river, but the thousands ofbirds over-wintering at the reserve, which
is managed by Notts Wildlife Trust.

Although the NRA (National Rivers Authority)
acted quickly to limit the damage, there were
fears that the oil could get onto the feathers of
birds, causing many to die from cold or poisoning.
The NRA contained the spill by digging pits
between the site of the accident and the river. As
these pits ýlled with oil it was pumped into
containers and taken away from the site. To
combat the pollution which actually reached the
river, óboomsô were placed across the surface of
the river to trap the oil, which was then removed
using absorbent mats.

During the clean.-up operations, Notts Wildlife
Trust and the RSPCA had staffand volunteers on
standby, in case the oil had actually begun to
cause problems for the wildlife in the area. The
Trust also received numerous offers ofhelp from
concemed members of the public. Fortunately
the birds at the site appear to have escaped harm,
due to the rapid reaction of the NRA. However,
the long term implications of the spill for the
river and nature reserve are still unclear.

continued inside

Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to
share information and build links between all individuals

and organisations in the Nottingham and South Notts
area with an interest in the environment.
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- Energy Conservation Bill

INSTANT BUS .
INFORMATION

The Bus Information Network now offers
instant and up-to-date information about all
bus services in Nottinghamshire - providing
bus times between any two stops in the
county and surrounding areas. The service
is available through information terminals
at ten different locations, including the Broad
Marsh and Victoria Bus Stations, the
Nottingham City Information Centre, and
Eastwood library.

The Network is managed by Notts County
Council, with additional funding from the
European Union and Nottingham City
Council.

Forfurther informationpick up afree leaþet
fromyour local library, or contact the Notts
County Council Public Transport
Operations Group on 9 7 7 4520.

RING LEADER
The plastic rings used to hold together food
and drink cans can cause serious damage to
wildlife, as animals can become entangled
in discarded rings. Recycling the rings helps
prevent this damage, as well as saving energy
and plastic. The óRing Leaderô recycling
scheme is a óclosed loopô project -ð the
plastic rings are collected and returned to
the manufacturer in Ireland, for processing
into new rings.

If you would like to save your plastic rings
for recycling, they can be taken to the
Rainbow Centre at 182 Mansýeld Road,
open from 10am-5pm Monday-Saturday.
More than 100 schools around
Nottinghamshire are also involved in the
scheme.

For more information about the óRing
Leaderô schools recycling project, contact
Stuart Hodkin on 984 7522.
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GREEN COMMUTER PLANS

Green Commuter Plans encourage the use of joumeys. Congestion could also be reduced by
alternatives to the car -ðð providing positive
beneýts for employers, the community and the
environment. Nottingham City Council and the
Nottingham Green Partnership are now
promoting the use of such plans, and
information and advice about how
to start the process is available.

The City Council is working
with the Metropolitan
Transport Research Unit to
develop ideas for its own
commuter plan, as well as
looking at ideas for the
transport chapter of the new
City Local Plan. Ideas and
opinions about what could be
included in the plans were collected
from a range of public, private and
voluntary organisations at a meeting held last
December.

Green Commuter Plans can include a variety of
different measures ð such as the provision of
public transport information within the work
place, or offering discount/free bus and rail
travel-cards for commuting and work-related

improving provisions for þexible working hours
and tele-working, or by starting a co-ordinated
car sharing scheme.

These plans would provide beneýts to
the environment and to the

community -ðð leading to a
cleaner city with less trafýc

clogging up city and district
centres, as well as improved
health forpeople in the city.
In the longer term, a
reduction in cartravel would

release road space for more
bus and cycle lanes.

Employers would also beneýt
from reduced staff stress from

driving, and increased motivation
and morale. Savings can also be made

(depending on the current level of subsidy to car
users), and land used for car parking spaces can
be released for other purposes.

For more information about Green Commuter
Plans contact Sue Flack or Richard Finch at
Nottingham City Council on 948 3500.

OIL SPILL
continuedfromfront page

This incident has highlighted the vulnerability of
wildlife habitats to the threat of accidental
pollution. Had the tankers been carrying a heavier
type of oil or one of many chemicals, then there
would have been far more serious environmental
damage. Even so called ónon toxicô substances
such as milk or farm slurry can cause serious
ecological damage, as they are digested by the
micro organisms in the water, resulting in the
oxygen in the water being used up, and the
suffocation of ýsh, insects and plants.

Any spillage of pollutants within the catchment
area of a river will result in some pollution
reaching the river system. For example, the l0
mile stretch of the Ml motorway which falls
within the catchment area of the River Erewash

has no features to prevent spillage resulting from
trafýc accidents reaching the nearby nature
reserves. Notts Wildlife Trust believes that
environmental and wildlife issues should be
given much higher status in the planning system.

The danger ofsuch accidents occurring grows as
more and more road and rail links are developed.
The Trust monitors all planning applications and
comments upon any proposals for development
which may affect wildlife. We would welcome
any offers of help to monitor the effects of
pollution and to keep watch on the many other
wildlife sites in the county.

For more information please contact Erin
McDaid or John Ellis at Notts Wildlife Trust on
958 8242.

BIRD SURVIVAL GUIDE

A free guide to helping the birds in your garden
this winter is now available from the Young
Omithologistsô Club, the junior section of the
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.

Many small birds face starvation or may freeze to
death in winter. The Garden Bird Survival Guide
provides a range of information to help you
protect these birds, including a pocket guide to
garden birds, and a leaþet on nestboxes for
gardenlnesting species such as Blue Tits and

Robins. The leaþet gives advice on when and
where to put up boxes, and which birds different
boxes may attract. It even provides D.I.Y.
enthusiasts with instructions on how to make a
nestbox.

For a free Garden Bird Survival Guide send a
postcard to:

YOC, DepartmentN325 7, The Lodge, Sandy,
Beds, SG1 9 2DL, givingyour name, address
andpostcode (and age ifunder 18).

ENVIRONMENT WEEK
ô95

Last year more than 3,000 events took place
during Environment Week around the UK,
ranging from recycling ofwaste to the planting
of shrubs and þowers. The organisers hope
that even more groups will take part in the
1995 Week - which will take place from 19-29
May. Awards ofup to Ã1,000 are available for
projects in a range of categories -ð covering
neighbourhood projects and voluntary groups,
as well as schools, colleges and youth groups.

For more information contact .'

BT Environment Week '95,
PO Box 4666,
London SE1 2ZB,
or phone 01 71 403 5050.

NO SMOKING DAY

This years No Smoking Day takes place on
March 8th, with the theme óItô s Time to Stopô.
The Nottingham Community Health Trust is
hoping to support a range ofactivities around
the day, including the planting ofAsh trees at
local schools, with time capsules containing
objects associated with smoking.

Ifyou would like to help by sponsoring one or
more of these trees, or you have ideas for
other activities, Liz Pierce or Katherine
Whittingham (Health Promotion Officers)
would like to hearþomyou ððcontact them on
942 6000.

GNN UPDATE
There will not be a feature section in the March
issue, but GNN will retum to the usual format
in April with features on two local groups. If
anyone has ideas about possible subjects for
GNN to cover in the future, any suggestions
would be welcome.

If you would like to write a feature artýle, or
you have a photo that could be used, please let
me know. Articles are usually needed around
one month in advance ofpublication, and can
be sent on paper or 3.5 inch disk (pc f0lTl13.l).
We will also be looking for stories about any
current events or issues each month; please
write or phone ifyou would like to contribute.

Contact me on 941 7849, or write to me at:

Green Network News
C/O The Rainbow Centre
182 Mansfield Road
Nottingham
NG1 3HW

Adam Woodward (GNN Co-ordinator)

THE DINO-DOME

The Dino-Dome was in Nottingham last month,
providing information about energy efýciency,
as well as entertainment from the dinosaur
family seen in television adverts. The dome
was in the Market Square for one week,
providing advice from a range oforganisations
about how to save money on fuel bills. These
savings also beneýt the environment - energy
used in buildings causes nearly half of all
harmful gas emissions. '

Many ways ofsaving energy are low in cost or
free, and can help you to save money year after
year. For example, ifyou have central heating,
turning your thermostat down by just 1ÁC can
cut up to 10% off your fuel bills. Awhole
range of other simple ideas can also save
energy ð such as using low-energy light
bulbs, tuming off lights when you leave a
room, and closing curtains at dusk ð~to prevent
heat loss through windows.

If you are aged 60 or over, or receive certain
beneýts, you can apply for a grant to cover the
costs of having your doors and windows
draught-proofed, and having lofts, pipes and
water tanks insulated.

For ajree Energy Efficiency Information Pack,
call 0345 868686 (for theprice ofa local call).
For more information about grants, callfree
on 0800 181667.

GREEN PUBLICATIONS
óSupporting Environmental Actionô gives
ideas for green campaigning for all - not just
specialist groups. It includes case studies of
successful projects, and information about a
range of issues, such as the links between the
environment, health and poverty. Available at
Ã6.25 from the Publications Department,
NCVO, Regent 's Wharf 8 All Saints Street,
London, N1 9RL Qohone 0171 713 6161).

óThe Campaigning Handbookô provides
information about running successful
campaigns, and avoiding legal pitfalls. The
book examines campaigning at all levels ð
fromlocal govemmentto theEuropean Union,
and covers topics such as work with the media,
lobbying, direct action and using the law.
Available at Ã12.95 plus Ã2.50 postagefrom
the Directory ofSocial Change, Radius Works,
Back Lane, London NW3 1HL (phone 0171
284 4364).

-.

óTraffic and Transportô is a guide to
inþuencing the transport system, produced by
Transport 2000. The book could help with
campaigns to tackle heavy lorries, tame trafýc
or improve local bus services. Available at
Ã8. 50plus Ã1 . 30postageýrom Transport2000,
Walkden House, 10 Melton Street, London
NW1 2EJ (phone 01 71 388 8386).

a

THE HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION BILL

Last year GNN reported that the original
energy conservation bill was defeated by the
govemment ðð on the grounds that the
proposals were too costly.

However, a new bill has now been
introduced into Parliament, with the
aim of encouraging the introduction
of energy saving measures in Local
Authority housing.

The bill would require District level
councils (such as Nottingham City
Council), to draw up energy
conservation plans for their housing K
stock. These plans would show the
costs of energy saving measures (such
as insulation), and the savingsto be made through
reduced energy bills. These plans would then be
sent to the Secretary ofState for the Environment
for approval.

The third reading of the bill in the House of
Commons is most likely to take place on the 24th

March. Amass rally ofParliarnentis planned
for l6th March, to show public support for
the proposals, and a local campaign in
Nottingham is being organised ð
including a public meeting before the
rally in London (but dates had not yet

been confirmed at the time of going to
print).

For more information about the
 Home Energy Conservation Bill

contact the Association for
Q I Conservation of Energy on 0171

9 935 1495.

For details of the public meeting in
Nottingham, contact Alan Simpson ôs

ojfice, 1, Talbot Street, Nottingham, NG1 5GQ.
(phone 979 9498).

Ifyou would like to travel to Londonfor the rally
in March with otherpeopleþom the area, oryou
are able to ofýar transport, contact Nigel Lee on
978 8059.

A REFRIGERATED SUCCESS STORY

The Greenpeace campaign for green refrigeration
has been a dramatic success in moving the
refrigeration industry away from the use of
damaging chemicals, although some
manufacturers are not yet convinced of the
viability of non-damaging alternatives. This
article describes the development of the
campaign, and provides details of how to ýnd a
ógreenô fridge to buy. -

In 1992, as the ozone debate raged on, and
reports of the óholeô grew ever more alarming,
the Greenpeace campaign moved towards users
of industrial refrigeration, as well as
manufacturers of domestic fridges, who were
both refusing to abandon CFCs, or choosing to
adopt damaging altematives ð HFCs which are
powerful ógreenhouseô gases, or HCFCs, which
attack ozone.

The industrial users campaign focused on the
leading supermarket, Sainsburys. The campaign
was a success, with Sainsburys agreeing to
research, test and adopt the ógreenô altematives if
practicable. Many other supermarket chains also
promised action, including Tesco, who stated
that alternatives would be in use in stores by the
end of 1994. However, Tesco have recently
reversed this decision, and decided to retain HFC
refrigerants.

The campaign also focused on the domestic
fridge industry, which would not accept that
reliable ógreenô fridges could be developed. In
order to demonstrate that such fridges could be
produced, Greenpeace funded a technology
college to research and produce a prototype,
using a propane and butane mix, which is very
cheap and entirely atmosphere friendly.

Several German manufactures are now exporting
non-damaging fridges to the UK, along with
Swedish producers Electrolux. Many of these
manufacturers intend to completely switch their
production to alternative technologies within the
next few years. However, British manufacturers
LEC and Hotpoint have declined to adopt the
technology.

The óGreenpeace Guide to -Fridges ', a leaþet
giving details ofgreenýidges, can be obtained
by calling 0171 354 5100, and asking for the
Public Information department.

= Phil Edmondson,
Nottinghamshire Greenpeace Co-ordinator.




