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It is now about four or five years since, one
fatalistic summer’s evening, I decided to go
along to one of Nottingham Friends ofthe Earth’s
public meetings. Like most of my fellow-
members, | wanted to use some of my spare time
to help campaign on environmental issues, and
in the process make friends with like minded
people. This we have certainly done.

Friends of the Earth aims to influence decision
makers at political and commercial levels, as
well as transform public opinion, to favour the
protection, conservation and restoration of the
natural environment and the wise use of natural
resources. FoE has developed aholistic approach
to environmental, economic and social issues, in
the knowledge that these cannot be successfully
_tackled other than in an integrated way.

Many of the faces at Nottingham FoE have
changed since that first summer’s evening, and
only a handful of the old stalwarts are still
around. Despite all the departures (we seem to
have a ‘moving mad’ membership), and thanks
to the many arrivals we have also seen, this group
has now been going for around seven years,
since its launch by Jonathan Porritt.

Our campaigning subgroups have worked on
many environmental issues, ranging from
Recycling, Transport and Rainforests to the
Protection of Wildlife Sites, and campaigns for
Renewable Energy, and against Nuclear Energy.
We have also been busy organising seminars,
attending conferences and holding many stalls
and days of action.

So why not come along to one of our monthly
public meetings and find out what we’re up to?
The meetings take place every second Thursday

of the month at 7.30pm at the County Library on
Angel Row in Nottingham (there is no access
after 8pm). Come and join us, meet new people,
and do your bit to help protect our planet. It’s
easy really — simply writing a letter to express
your opinion can make a difference, and will
make you feel good, too!

Astrid Cordon, Nottingham FoE Co-ordinator.
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Nottingham FoE campaigning against the
‘Big Four’ banks role in Rainforest
destruction (through Third World debt), in
Nottingham City Centre last March.
Photo courtesy of Nottingham FoL.

BIODIVERSITY AND HABITATS

When I joined Nottingham Friends of the Earth
in 1989 there was an established sub-group
campaigning on rainforest issues. The aims of
the group were to protect Rainforests by stopping
the trade in tropical hardwoods, whilst
encouraging the purchase of other rainforest
products. The campaigning work was focused
on two areas — increasing public awareness of
the role of the High Street banks in rainforest
destruction, and reducing sales of tropical
hardwoods through the DIY chainstores.

Atalocal level, we worked hard at producing the
Nottingham Good Wood Guide. This booklet
not only contains background information on
Rainforests and their destruction, but also
suggests suitable alternatives to hardwoods for
various purposes, listing local retailers who don't
stock tropical hardwoods or use only reclaimed
timber. At an international level, we worked
with the Children’s Tropical Forest (UK) fund,
purchasing tracts of rainforest in Costa Rica, and
encouraging other groups to dq the same.

[t became obvious that the successes of
campaigning against the destruction of tropical
hardwoods were having a detrimental effect on
temperate hardwoods and forests, especially in
Canada and Russia. Friends of the Earth then
reorganised its campaigns at national level,
forming the Biodiversity and Habitats campaign
- which aims to protect all endangered species
and the habitats in which they exist. Nottingham
FoE then reorganised its campaigns to fit this
pattern.

The local Biodiversity and Habitats group is
currently working on two campaigns. One aims
to tighten up the legislation protecting (or failing
to protect) the country’s SSSIs (Sites of Special
Scientific Interest, such as Attenborough Nature
Reserve), and the other aims to raise the profile
of the ‘Mahogany is Murder’ campaign. There
was a day of action on SSSIs in October, when
we held a stall in town and collected signatures
on a petition calling for improved protection for
wildlife sites.

TRANSPORT
CAMPAIGNS

Transport is one of the most important and
urgent environmental issues. Ever-increasing
numbers of cars on our roads are a major
source of air pollution, with effects such as
acid rain, climate change and damage to human
health. The Nottingham FoE Transport sub
group hasbeeninvolved ina variety of activities
overrecent years, focusing on different aspects
of the issue.

Since Spring 1993 we have mainly been
involved in opposition to road schemes
proposed by Nottinghamshire County Council.
We linked with many other local groups to
mobilise public opposition to the Greater
Nottingham Orbital, a huge and
environmentally unsound scheme. The County
Council eventually decided to remove the
road from its Structure Plan altogether — a
major victory for all the groups involved.

More recently attention has focused on the
proposed Fourth Trent Crossing bridge and
road between Colwick and Lady Bay. We
think it would be environmentally damaging,
not least because traffic will just expand to fill
the new space. In summer 1994 the County’s
glossy and expensive consultation display
toured several venues. At each venue groups
opposing the scheme, including us, staffed a
display explaining the problems with the
scheme.

In June 1994 we held a seminar on traffic, air
pollution and its effects on health. Experts
gave presentations from pollution control,
medical, asthma sufferers’ and campaign group
viewpoints. The event went well, and this
strand is one we’d like to follow up. We’ll also
bekeeping an eye onroad plans and promoting
public transport. Our Transport campaign is
on the back burner at the moment, but if you
feel like hotting it up do get in touch.

For more information contact Tim Gray
on 922 3439.

This petition was presented to Jim Lester MP in
December, along with a booklet detailing the
damage done to SSSIs, and a copy of more
adequate legislation drafted by Friends of the
Earth.

The Mahogany campaign is warming up to a
week of action between 11th and 18th February,
which will include local and national events
designedto discourage the purchase of mahogany.

For further information about the Nottingham
Friends of the Earth Biodiversity and Habitats
Group or the Nottingham Good Wood Guide
(priced £1.29 including p&p), contact Jill Gross
on 953 8843.

OIL SPILL
- THREATENS WILDLIFE

On Wednesday 4th January a 14 wagon train hit a broken rail close to the
railway bridge on Nottingham Road near Sandiacre, causing 4 tankers to de-
rail. Several thousand gallons of diesel were spilled onto nearby land, much
ofit pouring into the river Erewash, only 3 miles up stream ofthe Attenborough
Gravel Pits Nature Reserve. The pollution threatened not only the wildlife
of the river, but the thousands of birds over-wintering at the reserve, which

is managed by Notts Wildlife Trust.

Although the NRA (National Rivers Authority)
acted quickly to limit the damage, there were
fears that the oil could get onto the feathers of
birds, causing many to die from cold or poisoning.
The NRA contained the spill by digging pits
between the site of the accident and the river. As
these pits filled with oil it was pumped into
containers and taken away from the site. To
combat the pollution which actually reached the
river, ‘booms’ were placed across the surface of
the river to trap the oil, which was then removed
using absorbent mats.

During the clean-up operations, Notts Wildlife
Trustand the RSPCA had staff and volunteers on
standby, in case the oil had actually begun to
cause problems for the wildlife in the area. The
Trustalso received numerous offers of help from
concerned members of the public. Fortunately
the birds at the site appear to have escaped harm,
due to the rapid reaction of the NRA. However,
the long term implications of the spill for the
river and nature reserve are still unclear.
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Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to
share information and build links between all individuals

and organisations in the Nottingham and South Notts
area with an interest in the environment.
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INSTANT BUS .
INFORMATION

The Bus Information Network now offers
instant and up-to-date information about all
bus services in Nottinghamshire - providing
bus times between any two stops in the
county and surrounding areas. The service
is available through information terminals
atten different locations, including the Broad
Marsh and Victoria Bus Stations, the
Nottingham City Information Centre, and
Eastwood library.

The Network is managed by Notts County
Council, with additional funding from the
European Union and Nottingham City
Council.

For further information pickup afree leaflet

fromyour local library, or contact the Notts
County Council Public Transport
Operations Group on 977 4520.

RING LEADER

The plastic rings used to hold together food
and drink cans can cause serious damage to
wildlife, as animals can become entangled
indiscarded rings. Recycling the rings helps
prevent thisdamage, as well as saving energy
and plastic. The ‘Ring Leader’ recycling
scheme is a ‘closed loop’ project — the
plastic rings are collected and returned to
the manufacturer in Ireland, for processing
into new rings.

If you would like to save your plastic rings
for recycling, they can be taken to the
Rainbow Centre at 182 Mansfield Road,
open from 10am-5pm Monday-Saturday.
More than 100 schools around
Nottinghamshire are also involved in the
scheme.

For more information about the ‘Ring

Leader’ schools recycling project, contact
Stuart Hodkin on 984 7522.









