: GREENPEACE

In 1971 a small group of protesters sailed into a
nuclear test zone and Greenpeace was born. This
active, high profile and uncompromising stance
has characterised Greenpeace policy ever since.
You will have seen, no doubt, pictures of people
in tiny inflatable dinghies putting themselves
between whalers and whales, or stopping - the
dumping of toxic waste at sea.

In reality, peaceful direct action is only used as
a last resort, after everything else has failed.
Greenpeace lobbies governments and
industrialists and gathers evidence to build legal
cases to take through the courts. Greenpeace also
carries out research to show that there are
alternatives and that the ‘facts’ put out by
companies, are in some cases, pure fiction. A
good example is the development of CFC and
~HCFC free fridges, where a major UK company

GREENPEACE UK

said the research would take more than ten years,
but CFC free fridges were available on European
high streets in less than a quarter of that time.

All the funding for Greenpeace comes from
public donations and from the subscriptions of
the members, currently 400,000 people in the
UK and over 4,500,000 world-wide.

The last 24 years have seen Greenpeace become
apowerful and respected voice on environmental
issues, helping to ensure that the following have
happened - the French government has been
stopped from testing nuclear weapons in the
Pacific, Antarctica has been protected from
exploitation for the next fifty years, mile long
driftnets have been outlawed, and the
International Whaling Commission have put a
ban on commercial whaling.

These achievements have not been without cost.
In 1985 the French Secret Services blew up and
sank the ‘Rainbow Warrior’, killing one of the
crew. The Norwegian whaling fleet is currently
back atseaand anumber of Greenpeace members
have been injured trying to stop the slaughter of
Minke whales. Whatever the odds, Greenpeace
i1s committed to the defence of the environment
with direct, non-violent action.

David Meatcher of the Nottingham Greenpeace
Support Group.

For more information about Greenpeace UK
write to Greenpeace, Canonbury Villas, London

NI 2PN.

GREENPEACE IN NOTTINGHAM

"Hello, would you like to sign our petition? It’s
to stop Norway killing whales, and have you
ever thought about joining Greenpeace? We can
offer a free T-shirt if you join by direct debit’.
Another stall and once more the local group is in
action. What used to be an occasional hobby has
evolvedrapidly into abusy organisation. Luckily
the group has expanded as well but even then
you're still in danger of occasionally sinking into
autopilot as you explain for the tenth (or the
hundredth) time exactly what Greenpeace is
involved in. The one saving grace is the
enthusiasm of the people you meet. Whether it’s
schoolkids or grandmothers the Greenpeace
banner always attracts support.

That support can take many forms. Our last
action was in the Autumn, trying to warn people
that under proposed legislation changes the
landfill at Sutton Bonnington could be used for
the disposal of radioactive waste from the Nuclear
Industry. The response from the villagers was
really supportive and the issue was raised in both
Parish and County Councils until we received an
assurance that no change would be made
immediately.

Since then the group has concentrated on
international issues, especially Norwegian
commercial whaling. Hopefully many of you
will remember the visit of Mollie the Minke to
Nottingham. Although it was a hectic day, the
interest generated by the 40 feet long animatronic
whale was nice to see. Over 50 people actually
joined Greenpeace that day. Many people were
not even aware that Norway was commercially
whaling and the outrage that most people felt is
perhaps the most hopeful sign that Norway will
not get away with this slaughter for another year.

March saw a different kind of day out - a blues
night at the Filly and Firkin to raise funds. The
members of the local group who turned up were

forced to listen to one of the best nights of music
I’ve ever heard (it can be really tough in the local

group).

And so we came to the sunny weather and out
came the stall for St. Petersgate. The purpose of
having a stall out is more than just signing
petitions. We hope that by being visible we can
encourage people to find out more about why
Greenpeace exists and why what Greenpeace
(and the whole Green movement) does is
important to them.

Everyone’s image of Greenpeace is the little
inflatables trying to stop a Japanese ship

Anthony O 'Sullivan of the Nottingham

Greenpeace Support Group with Mollie the
Minke Whale.

researching how many steaks you can get from a
whale. But Greenpeace is a large organisation
trying to do a lot of different things, many of
which will not make national news. All
Greenpeace members receiveregular newsletters
and hopefully we can spread the information to
the public in general, rather than preaching to the
converted.

What we have been doing recently is handing out
addresses in one of the whaling towns in Norway,
and asking people to send their own letters. It is
generally accepted that one individual letter is
worth 100 signatures on a petition. We have been
petitioning the government with no real results,
so we thought we would appeal directly to the
Norwegians themselves. Everyone admits that
whaling for Norway is amatter of internal politics,
and if we can persuade a number of Norwegian
voters that the whaling trade will not do their
country any good in the long term, then hopefully
we can undermine the support of the Norwegians
to their government’s stance.

So why would anyone want to get involved with
the local group? We’d hope it would be because
your interested in what Greenpeace does and
would like to do a little more. In return we offer
a friendly group who will be grateful forany time
you can spare without making you feel guilty for
the time you can’t. We offer a direct link to
Greenpeace UK and a chance to get involved in
the thinking behind the issues. And lastly (but
not leastly) we hope that you will enjoy yourself
as much as we do. So all together now ‘Hello,
would you like to sign our petition....... 5

lan Prentice of the Nottingham Greenpeace
Support Group.

For more information about Greenpeace in
Nottingham contact David Meatcher on 925
7186.

ORGANIC DELIVERY
SUCCESS!

The organic delivery scheme run by Eden Farms
has now started operating in Nottingham - the
response from people reading about the scheme
has been terrific, and the number of customers is
growing rapidly. Green Network news has had
an important role in this publicity - more than
half of our initial customers first read about the
scheme in these very pages!

The aim of the scheme is to provide a convenient

service, and enable customers to support an
environmentally friendly form of farming. If you
can afford to buy the odd organic pack from a
supermarket, it may have been grown on our 70
acre farm in Lincolnshire - but to reach
Nottinghamshire, we estimate our lettuce have
travelled a total of 600 miles! The box scheme
cuts out the middleman, and provides fresh
vegetables straight to you.

We provide a selection of in-season vegetables
in two box sizes - a £6.50 family box, and a
smaller £4.50 box. We also provide organic
bread, fruitand free-range eggs as optional extras.
A standard family box in summer it might include
potatoes, carrots, tomatoes, cucumber, courgettes,
French beans and other vegetables. All of our
vegetables are grown to full Soil Association
standards.

The boxes are delivered to local distribution
points, where customers can collect them and
make payment. We would be very interested to
hear of more people prepared to actas distribution
points - you receive 10% of vegetable sales from
your address in return.

The late Spring vegetables are coming along
nicely now, and we are pleased with the
cauliflowers, spring greens, lettuce, and salad - a
far cry from last month, when tired old winter
veg’ stretched everyone’s enthusiasm for organics
to the limit! Our Nottingham round has also
provided an extra 2 days/week work for staff on
the farm so far, and hopefully this will increase
in the future.

Please write, phone or fax if you are interested in
taking part in the box scheme, asa customer or by
operating a ‘drop’ point. We greatly appreciate
your support for our own oasis of organic
production, surrounded as it is by the great
heartland of mainstream agriculture.

Contact David Lucas and Marjorie Stein,
Eden Farms, Old Bolingbroke, Spilsby,
Lincolnshire, PE23 4EY, phone/fax 01790
763582.

Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to
share information and build links between all individuals

and organisations in the Nottingham and South Notts
area with an interest in the environment.
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GREEN NETWORK
AGM

The 1995 Green Network AGM takes place
on the evening of October 5th, from 7pm at

Nottingham County Library (food will be
available from 6.30).

This event will provide an opportunity to
listen to speakers from local ‘green’
organisations, talk to like-minded groups,
and to influence the future of the network.

Further details of the AGM will be given in
the September issue.

MINI-RECYCLING
CENTRES

Mini-Recycling Centres run by community
groups have now been established for more
than a year, and each of the 15 ‘adopt-a-site”
groups has now been given £375 by
Nottingham City Council to support further
environmental action.

The groups help to support the 15 sites by
promoting the service, running recycling
competitions and raising the community’s
environmental awareness.

The Mini-Recycling Centres are sited in
schools, community and leisure centres and
near shopping streets, as well as in church
sites.

The City Council are looking for more
community groups to help run further Mini-
Recycling Centres - if you are would like to

find out more contact Peter Saunders on
948 3500.

SPARE COPIES

Green Network has more than 1,000 spare
copies of the May issue of Green Network

News left over from Global Future - if you
are able to make use of some of them please
contact the Green Network office on 941
7849,









