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Groundwork Greater Nottingham is part of the
national network of Groundwork Trusts which
have been set up since 1981 = to bring about
local environmental regeneration by forming
partnerships with local government, business

and communities. At the time of writing there -

are forty-five operational Trusts in the country,
working in more than 120 towns and cities.

Each Trust is a business, run like a business and
is close to the private sector. Groundwork
nonetheless is not a normal commercial
operation: it is a not-for-profit environmental
business with charitable status.

Funding comes from two sources; sponsorship
and project income. During the first five years
~of a Trust’s existence, certain key posts are
core-funded on a reducing scale by the
Department of the Environment (DoE) until the
project work and the management fees generated
increases sufficiently to sustain the Trust’s
operations. The network also benefits from
strategic partnerships with other national
organisations such as English Partnerships and
the Countryside Commission, and secures
national private sector sponsorship for major
programmes of project work through the head
office in Birmingham.

This page includes three further articles looking
at particular aspects ofthe work of Groundwork

Greater Nottingham (all four articles are written

by John Watts, Groundwork Project Officer).
For more information about Groundwork call
979 9227.

Consulting children in Sneinton about what
they need in local areas of Open Space (with
Groundwork, TANC and City Challenge).
Photo courtesy of Groundwork Greater
Nottingham.

WORK ON THE
GROUND

Mostof our project work is identified by local
people and is carried out by local people,
contractors, conservation organisations and
our volunteers.

Thekind of work we undertake broadly breaks
down into four areas:

* Physical Environmental
Improvements - including works around
factories, in school grounds, pocket
parks and verges and byways.

* Recreation and Access - improving play
facilities, disabled people’s and ethnic
minority access to the countryside.

* Environmental Education - recycling,
energy saving and schools industry links.

* Services to Business and Employment
Training initiatives - environmental

auditing, management systems and
BS775.

The kind of help usually sought from
Groundwork is landscape design and
budgeting, help with fund-raising strategies
and grant applications, technical support and
project management expertise. Groundwork
isamember of the Nottingham Environmental
Partnership and aims to co-ordinate its work
with that of other partners to maximise its
effectiveness.

IT’"S OUR ENVIRONMENT TOO

Over the past two years Groundwork Greater
Nottingham and the Environmental Team at
Nottinghamshire County Council have been
working with the Asian and African-Caribbean
community in Nottingham on a project called
‘It’s Our Environment Too’ (IOET). This
initiative aims to develop environmental ideas
within parts of the community frequently
excluded from the mainstream environmental
movement.

IOET has not only provided funding for day
trips to the countryside, but also seeks to
encourage groups to ‘set their own agendas’.
Officers on the project encourage people to ask
those who live in their community what they
want to change, and then help to get the project
off the ground.

However, IOET cannot do projects for people -
it provides help, technical assistance, advice on

grant applications, and sometimes money. The
rest - the vital spark if you like - is up to those
talented individuals who have always fought
for the communities in which they live.

IOET isalso helping to make sure that protecting
the environment maintains it’s position near the
top of the political agenda. The environmental
movement needs the vital contribution from the
Black community if it is to remain effective and
relevant to life in 20th century Britain.

Not only Nottinghamshire, but the entire
country, is beginning to run out of big holes in
the ground in which we can dump our rubbish.
Therefore, waste minimisation projects have an
important role to play in the war against waste,
and we should all be thinking about reducing
the amount of rubbish we produce in our homes.
But how many of us know what the building
industry throws away each year? And does the
building industry know?

The Groundwork Greater Nottingham and
Nottingham Trent University “Wake Up’ project

WAKE UP TO WASTE

aims to answer some of these questions. The
projects main task is to identify what, and how
much, the construction industry sends off to be
buried for all eternity at landfill sites across the
county. It does this by sending ‘volunteers’ out
to landfill sites to sort through and record the
waste being tipped from skips and lorries.

The ‘Wake Up’ project will also investigate
how the construction industry can reduce the
amount of material (and so money) it throws
away each year, and will also look at how much

‘waste’(if any) can be re-used and ploughed
back into the UK economy.

A project of thistyperelies heavily on the active
support of landfill companies such as Safewaste
UK Ltd, and construction giants suchas Mowlem
Midlands.

Everybody on the project is working closely
with Nottinghamshire Waste Regulation
Authority, Nottswaste, Biffa, and Greenways,
whoas a group of companies have all recognised
the potential of a project such as this.
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HEAT-WAVE THREATENS WILDLIFE

The Nottinghamshire Wildlife
Trust has warned that the
prolonged dry weather is having a

significantimpact upon the wildlife
of the County.

The main threat is posed by the almost daily
grass and forest fires, which are destroying
nesting habitats for birds and killing thousands
of beetles, spiders and other insects — important
food sources for some birds and small mammals.
This is a short term problem at the moment, but
if very large areas of habitat are destroyed then
wildlife could continue to suffer well after the
hot spell ends. |

The other major problem for wildlife is the lack
of drinking water.Small mammals such as moles

2 n.d
hedgehogs
also obtain
alotoftheir
water needs
fromthe food
whichthey eat,
such as slugs,
snails and
earthworms, which
are very hard to find
in these conditions.

The lack of rain will also affect most trees. A
Trust spokesperson commented ‘If we get a fair
amount of rain in the near future, most trees will
not suffer any long term damage, but if the
drought continues for much longer many trees
may begin to die. This will obviously result in
a loss of habitat for wildlife’.

Continued Inside...

Green Network News is a monthly publication aiming to
share information and build links between all individuals

and organisations in the Nottingham and South Notts
area with an interest in the environment.

“FREE!

No. 43 September 1995

Inside ...
. Network A.G.M.

. Pedals Group Focus
e Groundwork Focus

THE DROUGHT
- IN BRIEF

Friends of the Earth are calling for
water companies to pay more attention
to the problem of replacing old pipes,
before planning more reservoirs - in
the Severn Trent area, 25% of piped
water is lost through leakage.

A Severn Trent Spokesperson stated
‘Severn Trent does acknowledge that
the level of leakage is too high, and
since 1989 we have spent £100 million
each year to improve the water supply
pipe network. Over the next 5 years we
are hopingto reduce the leakage rate by
half (10 million gallons per year)’.

Any water pollution problems are likely
to be more severe in the drought, dueto
increased concentration. You can help
by looking out for signs such as oil,
chemicals or dead fish in streams and
rivers.

Any problems should be immediately
reported to the National Rivers Authority
24 hour emergency line on 0800 807060.

EARTH CENTRE

The Earth Centre in South Yorkshire is
now open, with a variety of environmental
attractions for all the family — including
exhibitions, displays, demonstrations and
events. The Centre is set in 350 acres of
parkland, containing food and farming
projects, an aquatic ecology centre, a river
boardwalk and an ancient woodland.
Attractions for children include river trips,
art workshops and safe play areas.

The centre is open 7 days a week, with
admission charges of £2.50 for adults, and
£1.75 for children/concessions. The centre
is accessible by rail, located immediately
next to Conisbrough railway station.

For more information phone 01709
770566, or write to:

The Earth Centre, Kilner's Bridge,
Doncaster Road, Denaby Main, Nr
Doncaster, South Yorkshire DN12 4DY.










