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HAS THE FIRE
GONE OUT?

A LOW-KEY sort of place,
Nottingham, easily embar-
rassed by anything too
grand or successful, fond of
grumbling about anything
that costs money, not over
keen to dwell on its own
virtues, happiest of all when
pulling itself to pieces.

There is masochistic
relish in the way it gloats
over its crime figures (the
worst in Britain, or is it
Western Europe?), panics
at the prospect of an eight
million pound concert hall,
or nit-picks at Forest's
recent run of success ("We
will never go to any more
Forest games, They are so
boring to watch," - letter in
the Football Post).

And there is a strange
modesty about things which
more self-confident places
would trumpet ad nauseam,
Think what most cities would
make of Robin Hood. True,
bright ideas do surface from
time to time for neon-lit

"Welcome to Robin Hood City"

signs at the city boundary or
mass-marketing "I Maid
Marian" t-shirts and Robin

" Hood hats.

But the surprising thing
is how few Robin Hood
Laundromats, Maid Marian
Filling Stations and Friar -
Tuck Inns there are,
Haworth probably has more
Bronté businesses on its
single main street (the
Bronte Boutique, the Heath-
cliffe Hairdressing Salon
the Emily Tea Rooms etc.s
than Nottingham has Robin
Hood businesses in the
entire city.

Unimpressed

Times change, however,
Though Nottingham remains
unimpressed by its famous
legend, less fastidious folk
elsewhere know an exploit-
able commodity when they
see it, ' :

Already no fewer than two
rival groups - a company
called Adventureland L.td,

led by Mr Wieslaw Kliszewicz

(a native of Nottingham), and
a consortium organised by
Notts, County Council - are




hoping to set up giant Robin
Hood "theme parks" in the
north of the county some-
where near Mansfield Wood-
house,

Mr Kliszewicz is prepared
to spend at least three mill-
ion pounds, while the county
council hopes to raise ten to
twenty millions by persuad-
ing large companies ("house-
hold names") to invest in its
scheme,

Theme parks are new to
this country. The most
famous is Disney World in
Florida - and Mr Kliszewicz
has promised something com-
parable,

Centre piece

The centre piece would be
an authentic medieval castle
with armoury, dungeons,
torture chamber, banqueting
hall (medieval banquets
evenings only) and the head-
quarters of a children's
"Outlaws' Club", Outside
would be a reproduction
medieval village with
peasants' huts, execution
blocks, gallows, stocks,
pillories and ducking stools,

Visitors would be invited
to draw a longbow or stand
in the pillory and be pelted
with rotten vegetables.,
Nearby would be an "inter-
pretation" of Robin Hood's

legendary camp, Amenities
would range from a cafeteria
and a bureau de change to a
motel and a caravan park,
Mr Kliszewicz hopes that
visitors would "leave the
modern world behind and
enter a land where fantasies
are realised". |
But, harmless though this ?
seems, we are living at a oo
time of economic restraint, '
Can the citizens of Notting-
ham afford to see money
invested elsewhere in the
county to exploit a legend
many of whose key episodes
take place in their own city,
and which relies heavily for
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Unfortunately, short of
turning the whole city into an

urban theme park (and many hold names might be persuad- romantic and unhistorical

ed to invest in, capers of Robin Hood, This

r‘f&lfc;" ?Lioénfsg‘f vf,?t?lngﬁnfg_ For these heroes of Nott- is the robus.t ancestor of all
thing older), it would be ingham's not-so-dis.tant. that grgmbhng and ;elt-
difficult to c’ompete directly past do have something in detraction wm;h dmzzle&}
with this sort of thing. common: in one way or from local radio 'phone-ins

However, where legendary another, they were :dll at and the letter columns of the
and semi-legendary figures odds with the establishment,  local press (asortof
are concerned, the city has .Bend.igo and O'Conno:p were ingrowing toenail of the civic
more strings tc’) its bow than | imprisoned, the I:,L.lddltes 4 psyche). :
Robin Hood - Bendigo [ (those the authorities could So why not stage a festival
Feargus O'Connor, the | catch) were hanged or trans-  which attracts visitors to
I.uddites and the Nc,)ttingham | ported, and the Lambs (the spend their money in the city

Nottingham mob) were always and at the same time revives

Lambs, for example, at hand to make trouble when- that boisterous and independ-

Here, perhaps, could be

: : ever they could, ent spirit so abundant in our
,tlll? Eikgng:pf aa:hgggf fl(fr In fact, if Nottingham has forebears but dwindled now
an imaginative’ tourist prom- a personality and a tradition, into little more than a verbal
otion scheme which house- it is this rather than the tic?



Much of the programme
could take place in front of
huge and potentially riotous
crowds in the Market Square,
the traditional gathering
place for the rowdy and
rebellious, and many of the
events could be competitive
to encourage people to join
in instead of writing to the
Evening Post,

Prizes could be based on
appropriate characters and
incidents from Nottingham's
history,

Enraged

For example, the opening
ceremony could be based on
the famous Great Cheese
Riot of 1766, when a mob
enraged by high prices bowl-
ed cheeses down Wheeler
Gate and Peck LLane and
knocked over the Mayor,
who was trying to restore
order,

If the current Lord Mayor
were sporting enough to
offer himself as a target, the
festival could open with a
skittles contest., There
would be prizes for everyone
who knocked him down, and
a special award for the high-
est number of direct hits,

There could be a number
of other trophies., A Feargus
O'Connor Golden Fist, for
example, could be based on

the most famous of Notting-
ham's election riots - a
pitched battle in the Market
Place in 1842, when the
volatile Chartist leader
Feargus O'!'Connor personal-
ly led a charge which captur-
ed his opponents' platform

~and forced them to take

refuge in the Bell Inn,

The Golden Fist would go
to the political speaker who
aroused the liveliest res-
ponse from a crowd in the
Old Market Square, Contest-
ants would compete in pairs
speaking simultaneously
from platforms placed close
together, and the winner
would be the first speaker to
incite the crowd to assault
his opponent and force him to
take refuge in the Bell Inn,

There could be a Ned Lud
Hammer, named after the
weapon used by the Luddites
to smash the stocking frames
of employers who exploited
their workers or damaged

the trade by producing infer-}

ior goods, (In Yorkshire,
the hammers were known as
"Enochs", after Enoch
Taylor of Marsden, near

Huddersfield, who made both

hammers and machines,
giving rise to the Luddite
cry, "Enoch made them,
Enoch shall break them,")
The Hammer would be
awarded to the contestant
with the best scheme for
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obstructing the tide of pro-
gress, such as knocking
down the Broad Marsh
Centre, or turning Concorde
into something more useful
like lumps of scrap metal,
And there could be a
Bendigo Belt, given to the
most conspicuously reformed
drunkard, The story of
Bendigo is well=-known,
Bare-knuckle champion of
England and all-round
sportsman, he later became
a champion drinker too and
was sent to the House of
Correction twenty-eight
times for being drunk and
disorderly, Then, at the

f§ HOUSE AND BEAT THE LIVING DAYLIGQHTS OUT OF

N AN INTERVIEW LATER, MASTER NED LUDD SAl
T ‘Cos T WAS THEREI!" (CF W.CSELIAR + R.). YEATMAN)
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age of sixty-one, he was
unexpectedly converted and
joined the Ebenezer L.odge
of Good Templars,
Psychologically, his new
life was not so different from
his old, however, the Church
Militant being in Bendigo's
eyes more of a Church
Pugilistic, and he was quite
likely if faced with a rowdy
audience to leap down from -
the platform and employ some
of his old skills in the
service of his new master,
The Bendigo Belt would
go, therefore, to the reform-
ed sinner who managed most
successfully to confuse new




























