How to volunteer. ..

Now that the 118 Centre is up and running, Sam is contacting those who've al-
ready offered help, with specific jobs in mind. Volunteers are still needed for the
following:
* Providing friendship, practical support and possibly advocacy to individuals and
families (daytime or evening)
* 118 Centre duties (daytime) eg. welcoming visitors, answering the phone, dealing
with queries, form-filling, socialising, sorting donated goods - and tidying-up!
* English language teaching and conversation - one to one or small groups.
* Saturday playscheme.

If you can help, ring 118 and talk to Sam.

How to give us money. . .

Take out your chequebook and write a figure, then add lots of zeros.

More realistically:

Fill out a standing order form to make a regular contribution each month. This is
great for us as it enables us to make predictions. If you are a member of NNRF
there is a form enclosed with this newsletter. If not, ring the centre and ask for one
to be sent — or better still join us.

Send us a cheque, made payable to NNRF.

Offer to organise a fund-raising activity.

0115 985 9546
Refugees @tiscali.co.uk
www.nottas.org.uk

Contact us

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please tick as appropriate

. I would like to become a member of NNRF.
(Membérship is £5 waged and free for those who are unwaged/low waged.)

[ I do not wish to become a member at present but would like to be kept informed.
Please put my name on your mailing list.

[ Please send me information about how I can help refugees and asylum seekers in
Nottingham. e

(1 I would like to make a donation to NNRF and enclose a cheque
for£_ .

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ADDRESS

Cheques should be made payable to: NNRF- Please

return this form to: Linda East, Secretary, NNRF, 118
Mansfield Rd, Nottingham NG1 3HL
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Organisations supporting NNRF include:- NATFHE (People’s College);
Nottingham and District Racial Equality Council; Refugee Action; Refugee Housing
Association; Nottingham City Council; Student Action for Refugees; Diocese of
Southwell Social Responsibility Group; Notts County Unison; Nottingham City

Unison; East Midlands Socialist Party; Lady Bay Baptist Church; Jewish Socialists'
Group; Notts Socialist Alliance; Oxfam; Nottingham Amnesty International; Medical
Foundation (Nottm); Nottingham City Arts; Bestwood Parish Church Council

Pusi’s story

where in the East Midlands, finally
moving to Nottingham in early De-
cember.

Busi likes Nottingham and has
found her neighbours quite friendly
but they are not around much. She
has found some voluntary work help-
ing other refugees and is very com-
mitted to this. Her oldest daughter is
hoping to go to college in September
and the 2 younger children are at
school. She is slowly finding her way
around. One of the most difficult as-
pects 1s having to use vouchers for
shopping which she finds demeaning
and embarrasing.

Busi’s husband had to go back to
Zimbabwe because his father died in
September, and he had to help his
mother. He is hoping to join them but
it has so far been impossible for him
to get a flight ticket. As the situation
in Zimbabwe gets closer to the elec-
tions, political and economic instabil-
ity is increasing so this is an anxious
time for Busi and her family. ¢

Badge and picture making

We’re getting very creative. A week
after the centre was opened, the floor
was covered in bits of paper and glitter
as people, from 4 up to - a lot older -
made various weird and wonderful
badges, wands and decorations.
Thanks to Jane Gill for leading the
session and providing the inspiration.

Allotments again

NNREF is continuing to flex its green
fingers. We have several more requests
for allotments and as we all know, in
order to grow you need to dig and in
order to dig, you need something to do
it with. We recommend that you all
treat yourselves to new spades, forks,
trowels and any other new tools you
fancy and pass on your old ones to us
so that we can help Nottingham’s
refugees carry on greening the city. If
you can help, give us a ring on 985
9546. *
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Bill Morris, General Secretary of TUC

and NNREF chair Mike Scott celebrate the opening

- i

Bill Morris does the honours
But the opening of the Mansfield Road building is only a start

When he opened the Forum’s new
drop-in centre, Bill Morris described
it as a symbol and as a place of hope
and support. A building is only a
start, so we need volunteers willing to
give their time and skills, as well as
financial support. One of the aims of
the Forum is to plug some of the gaps
in provision for asylum seekers and
refugees in the area.

Another equally important aim is to
challenge the ‘common sense’ that
sees asylum seekers and refugees as a
problem. We need to challenge the
obstacles that get in the way of a
civilised approach to asylum — one
that refuses to criminalise asylum
seekers or reinforce the culture of
suspicion that surrounds them. Partly,
this involves a process of self-
education. What do we know about
Iraq, Iran, Kurdistan, Sudan, Togo,

Yemen, Zimbabwe or the other places
from which asylum seekers come?
And if some people are using the
asylum laws for reasons of “economic
migration”, what do we know about
the social and economic conditions
that force people to seek a better life
elsewhere?

Alongside this need for self-
education, we need political
campaigning — to challenge specific
examples of inhumane practice such
as the use of detention centres; to
invest asylum policy with a sense of
decency, respect and an
acknowledgement of our common
humanity and mutual responsibility;

and to challenge the conditions which .
force people to embark on dangerous. .

journeys across the globe. Central to

Continued on page )

Farewell from

NNREF chair

January 19" was the official opening
of the Forum’s. 118 Centre, which will
be a base for our activities and a
resource for local refugees. The
ceremony was carried out by Bill
Morris, one of the high-profile critics
of the Government’s voucher scheme
and its treatment of refugees in general.
He praised the Forum and our
supporters for the work we have been
doing and promised to keep up the
pressure on Tony Blair. It’s also nice
to be able to report that he didn’t rush
off as soon as the photos were taken,
but stayed to discuss local issues with
refugees and members of the
management committee.

Now that the formal stuff is out of
the way, the Forum will be moving
ahead with a range of projects — if you
would like to get involved, now is a
good time. (See How to Volunteer,
page 4.)

I also have to report that, following
the successful launch, I am stepping
down as NNRF Chair. It’s been an
exciting two years and I’m proud of
what we’ve achieved to date.

A new phase is beginning and
different skills will come to the fore.
But, before I go I would like to thank
all of you for your contributions of
time or money. I know it’s a cliché,
but we couldn’t have done it without
you.

Mike Scott

Good news!

Campaigning does work! The Alp-
dogan family have been given perma-
nent leave to remain in'the UK. Al-
though we don’t know exactly what

- caused a change of heart in the Home

Office, and maybe they do have one

“after all, it does seem that all the won-

derful support they received from local
people played a part. Thank you to
everyone who helped.
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